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JBOOK IX 

LAST STAGE OF FRIEDRICH’S APPRENTICESHIP: 
LIFE IN RUPPIN 

1732-1736 


CHAPTER I 

PRINCESS ELIZABETH CHRISTINA OF 

BRUNSWICK-BEVERN * 

We described the Crown-Prince as intent to comply, especi- 
ally in all visible external particulars, with Papa’s will 
and pleasure; — to distinguish himself by real excellence in 
Commandantship of the Regiment Goltz, first of all. But 
before ever getting into that, there has another point risen, 
on which obedience, equally essential, may be still more 
difficult. 

Ever since the grand Catastrophe went off without taking 
Friedrich’s head along with it, and there began to be hopes of 
a pacific settlement, question has been, Whom shall the Crown- 
Prince marry ? And the debates about it in the Royal breast 
and in Tobacco-Parliament, and rumours about it in the world 
at large, have been manifold and continual. In the Schulen- 
burg Letters we saw the Crown-Prince himself much interested, 
and eagerly inquisitive on that head. As was natural : but it 
is not in the Crown-Prince’s mind, it is in the Tobacco? 
Parliament, and the Royal breast as influenced there, that 
vol. m. * 
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the thing must be decided. Who in the world will it be, 

then ? „ , . , , , . 

Crown-Prince himself hears now of this party, now of that. 
England is quite over, and the Princess Amelia sunk below the 
horizon. Friedrich himself appears a little piqued that Hotham 
carried his nose so high ; that the English would not, m those 
life-and-death circumstances, abate the least from their < Both 
marriages or none,’— thinks they should have saved Wilhel- 
rmnfl.j and taken his word of honour for the rest. England 
is now out of his head ; — all romance is too sorrowfully swept 
out: and instead of the ‘sacred air-cities of hope in this 
high section of his history, the young man is looking into the 
‘ mean clay hamlets of reality,’ with an eye well recognising 
them for real. With an eye and heart already tempered to 
the due hardness for them. Not a fortunate result, though it 
was an inevitable one. We saw him flirting with the beautiful 
wedded Wreech ; talking to Lieutenant-General Schulenburg 
about marriage, in a way which shook the pipeclay of that 
virtuous man. He knows he would not get his choice, it he 
had one ; strives not to care. Nor does he, m fact, much 
care; the romance being all out of it. He looks mainly to 
outward advantages; to personal appearance, temper, good 
manners; to ‘religious principle,’ sometimes rather in the 
reverse way (fearing an overplus rather); — but always to 
likelihood of moneys by the match, as a very direct item. 
Beady command of money, he feels, will be extremely desirable 
in a Wife; desirable and almost indispensable, in present 
straitened circumstances. These are the notions of this ill- 
situated Coelebs. 

The parties proposed first and last, and rumoured of in 
Newspapers and the idle brains of men, have been very many, 

n0 limit to their numbers ; it may be anybody: an inten - 

ing purchaser, though but possessed of sixpence, is in a sense 
proprietor of the whole Fair ! Through Schulenburg we 
heard his own account of them, last Autumn, u e ar 
noblest of the lot was hardly glanced at, or not at all, on 
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that occasion. The Kaiser's eldest Daughter, sole heiress of 
Austria and these vast Pragmatic-Sanction operations ; Arch- 
duchess Maria Theresa herself, — it is affirmed to have been 
Prince Eugene's often-expressed wish, That the Crown-Prince 
of Prussia should wed the future Empress. 1 Which would 
indeed have saved immense confusions to mankind ! Nay, she 
alone of Princesses, beautiful, magnanimous, brave, was the 
mate for such a Prince, — had the Good Fairies been con- 
sulted, which seldom happens : — and Romance itself might 
have become Reality in that case . with high results to the very 
soul of this young Prince ! Wishes are free : and wise Eugene 
will have been heard, perhaps often, to express this wish ; 
but that must have been all. Alas, the preliminaries, political, 
especially religious, are at once indispensable and impossible : 
we have to dismiss that day-dream. A Papal-Protestant Con- 
troversy still exists among mankind ; and this is one penalty 
they pay for not having settled it sooner. The Imperial 
Court cannot afford its Archduchess on the terms possible in 
that quarter. 

What the Imperial Court can do is, to recommend a Niece 
of theirs, insignificant young Princess, Elizabeth Christina of 
Brunswick-Bevern, who is Niece to the Empress ; and may be 
made useful in this way, to herself and us, think the Imperial 
Majesties ; — will be a new tie upon the Prussians and the 
Pragmatic Sanction, and keep the Alliance still surer for our 
Archduchess in times coming, think their Majesties. She, it 
is insinuated by Seckendorf in Tobacco-Parliament; ought 
not she. Daughter of your Majesty's esteemed friend, — modest- 
minded, innocent young Princess, with a Brother already be- 
trothed in your Majesty's House, — to be the Lady? It is 
probable she will. 

Did we inform the reader once about Kaiser Karl's young 
marriage adventures ; and may we, to remind him, mention 
them a second time ? How Imperial Majesty, some five-and- 

1 Hormayr, Allgetniinc Geschichti der muesten Ztit (Wien, 1817), i. 13 ; 
cited in Prenss. L * 7 1 . 
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twenty years ago, then only King of Spain, asked Princess 
Caroline of Anspach, who was very poor, and an orphan in 
the world. Who at once refused, declining to think of 
changing her religion on such a score ; — and now governs 
England, telegraphing with Walpole, as Queen there instead. 
How Karl, now Imperial Majesty, then King of Spain, next 
applied to Brunswick- W olfenbiittel ; and met with a much 
better reception there. Applied to old Anton Ulrich, reign- 
ing Duke, who writes big Novels, and does other foolish good- 
natured things ; — who persuaded his Granddaughter that a 
change to Catholicism was nothing in such a case, that he 
himself should not care in the least to change. How the 
Granddaughter changed accordingly, went to Barcelona, and 
was wedded; — and had to dun old Grandpapa, /Why don’t 
you change, then ? ’ Who did change thereupon ; thinking 
to himself, 4 Plague on it, I must, then ! ’ the foolish old Herr. 
He is dead ; and his Novels, in six volumes quarto, are all 
dead : and the Granddaughter is Kaiserinn, on those terms, a 
serene monotonous well-favoured Lady, diligent in her Catholic 
exercises ; of whom I never heard any evil, good rather, in her 
eminent serene position. Pity perhaps that she had recom- 
mended her Niece for this young Prussian gentleman ; whom 
it by no means did € attach to the Family, 5 so very careful 
about him at Vienna ! But if there lay a sin, and a punish- 
ment following on it, here or elsewhere, in her Imperial 
position, surely it is to be charged on foolish old Anton 
Ulrich ; not on her, poor Lady, who had never coveted such 
height, nor durst for her soul take the leap thitherward, till 
the serene old literary gentleman showed her how easy it was. 

Well, old Anton Ulrich is long since dead, 1 and his 
religious accounts are all settled beyond cavil ; and only the 
sad duty devolves on me of explaining a little what and who 
his rather insipid offspring are, so far as related to readers of 
this History. Anton Ulrich left two sons ; the elder of whom 
was Duke, and the younger had an Apanage, Blankenburg 
3 1714, age 70. Hiibner, t. 190. 
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some select Official person, after him, under sevenfold oath, 
being then a widow and necessitous, — her sublime secret. 
Sublime secret, which came thus to be known to a supremely 
select circle at Paris ; and was published in Books, where 
one still reads it. No vestige of truth in it, — except that 
perhaps a necessitous soldier’s widow at Paris, considering 01 
ways and means, found that she had some trace of likeness to 
the Pictures of this Princess, and had heard her tragic story. 

Ludwig Rudolfs second Daughter is dead long years ago ; 
nor has this fable as yet risen from her dust. Of Ludwig 
Rudolfs other two Daughters, we have said that one, the 
eldest, was the Kaiserinn ; Empress Elizabeth Christina, age 
now precisely forty ; with two beautiful Daughters, sublime 
Maria Theresa the elder of them, and no son that would live. 
Which last little circumstance has caused the Pragmatic 
Sanction, and tormented universal Nature for so many years 
back ! Ludwig Rudolf has a youngest Daughter, also married, 
and a Mother in Germany, — to this day conspicuously so ; — 
of whom next, or rather of her Husband and Family-circle, 
we must say a word. 

Her Husband is no other than the esteemed Friend of 
Friedrich Wilhelm ; Duke of Brunswick-Bevem, by title ; 
who, as a junior branch, lives on the Apanage of Severn, as 
his Father did; but is sure now to inherit the sovereignty 
and be Duke of Bruns wick- Wolfenbuttel at large, he or his 
Sons, were the present incumbent, Ludwig Rudolf, once out. 
Present incumbent, we have just intimated, is his Father-in- 
law ; but it is not on that ground that he looks to inherit. 
He is Nephew of old Anton Ulrich, Son of a younger Brother 
(who was also c Bevem ’ in Anton’s time) ; and is the evident 
Heir-male ; old Anton being already fallen into the distaff, 
with nothing but three Granddaughters. Anton’s heir will 
now be this Nephew : Nephew has wedded one of the Grand- 
daughters* youngest of the Three, youngest Daughter of 
Ludwig Rudolf, Sovereign Duke that now is; which Lady, 
by the family she brought him, if no otherwise, is memorable 



CHAP, i.] PRINCESS OP BRUNSWICK-BEVERN 7 

or b mentionable here, and may be called a Mother in 
Germany. 1 

Father Bevern her Husband, Ferdinand Albert the name 
of- him, is now just fifty, only ten years younger than his 
serene Father-in-law Ludwig Rudolf : — whom, I may as well 
say here, he does at last succeed, three years hence (1735), 
and becomes Duke of Brunswick in General, according to 
hope ; but only for a few months, having himself died that 
same year. Poor Duke; rather a good man, by all the 
accounts I could hear; though not of qualities that shone. 
He is at present ‘Duke of Brunswick-Bevern,’ — such his 
actual nomenclature in those ever-fluctuating Sibyl’s-leaves of 
German History-Books, Wilhelmina’s and the others; — ex- 
pectant Duke of Brunswick in General; much a friend of 
Friedrich Wilhelm. A kind of Austrian soldier he was 
formerly, and will again be for brief times; General Feld- 
marschall so-styled ; but is not notable in War, nor otherwise 
at all, except for the offspring he had by this serene Spouse 
of his. Insipid offspring, the impatient reader says; but 
permits me to enumerate one or two of them : 


l Anton Ulrich (1653-1714), Duke in Chief ; that 
is, Duke of Brunswick- Wolfenlilttel, 


Ferdinand Albert (1636-1687), his 
younger Brother apanaged in Bevern ; 
that is, Duke of Brunswlck-itay<?rtt. 


August Wil- 
helm, elder 
Son and Heir 
(1662, 17*4, 

1731) ; had no 
Children. 


Ludwig Rudolf, the younger 
Son (1671, 1731, *735), apanaged 
in Blankenburg ; Duke of Bruns- 
wick- ; became Wolf- 
enbilttel, 1731; died, 1st March 
* 735 - No Son : so hat now the Be- 
vern succeeded. Three Daughters: 


Elizabeth Chris- 
tina, the Kais- 
erinn (1691, 
1708, 1750). 


Charlotte Chris- AntoinetteAmelia 
tina (1694, 1711, (1695,1712,1762); 

1715); Alexius Bevern s Wife, 
of Russia’s; had — a * Mother tn 
a fabulous end. Germany. 


Ferdinand Albert, eldest Son (an 
elder had perished, 1704, on the 
Schellenberg under Marlborough), 
followed in Bevern (1680, 1687-1704, 
1735); Kaiser’s soldier, Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s friend ; married his Cousin, 
Antoinette Amelia (* Mother in Ger- 
many,’ as we call her). Duke in 
Chief, 1st March 1735* on Ludwig 
Rudolfs decease; died himself, 3d 
September same year. 


Bom 17x3, 
Karl the Heir 
(to marry our 
Friedrich's 
Sister). 


1714, Anton 
Ulrich (Rus- 
sia ; tragedy 
of Czar I wan). 


i 7 i S . 8 th No- 1718, iudwig 
vembeis Eliza- Ernst (Hoi* 

beth Chris- land, 1787). 


tina (Crown- 
Prince’s). 


1721, Ferdi- i 73 *> * 7 « 4 » 

nand (Chat- 17251 * 733 , 

ham’s and Four others ; 
England’s) of Boys the 
the Seven- youngestTwo, 

Years War. who were both 

killed in Fried- 
... rich’s Wars. 
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1 . Karl, eldest Son ; who is sure to be Brunswick in General ; who 
is betrothed to Princess Charlotte of Prussia , — c a satirical creature, she, 
fonder of my Prince than of him/ Wilhelmina thinks. The wedding 
nevertheless took effect. Brunswick in General duly fell in, first to the 
Father ; then, in a few months more, to Karl with his Charlotte : and 
from them proceeded, in due time, another Karl, of whom we shall hear 
in this History ; — and of whom all the world heard much in the French 
Revolution Wars ; in 1792, and still more tragically afterwards. Shot, 
to death or worse, at the Battle of Jena, October 1806; ‘ battle lost 
before it was begun/ — such the strategic history they give of it. He 
peremptorily ordered the French Revolution to suppress itself ; and that 
was the answer the French Revolution made him. From this Karl, what 
new Queens Caroline of England and portentous Dukes of Brunswick, 
sent upon their travels through the anarchic world, profitable only to 
Newspapers, we need not say ! — 

2°. Anton Ulrich ; named after his august Great-Grandfather ; does 
not write novels like him. At present a young gentleman of eighteen ; 
goes into Russia before long, hoping to beget Czars ; which issues dread- 
fully for himself and the potential Czars he begot. The reader has 
heard of a potential * Czar Iwan/ violently done to death in his room, 
one dim moonlight night of 1764, in the Fortress of Schlusselburg, 
middle of Lake Ladoga ; misty moon looking down on the stone battle- 
ments, on the melancholy waters, and saying nothing. — But let us not 
anticipate. 

3°. Elizabeth Christina; to us more important than any of them. 
Namesake of the Kaiserinn, her august Aunt.; age now seventeen; 
insipid fme-complexioned young lady, who is talked of for the Bride of 
our Crown-Prince. Of whom the reader will hear more. Crown-Prince 
fears she is ‘too religious/ — and will have e cagots* about her (solemn 
persons in black, highly unconscious how little wisdom they have), who 
may he troublesome. 

4°. A merry young Boy, now ten, called Ferdinand; with whom 
England within the next thirty years will ring, for some time, loud 
enough : the great c Prince Ferdinand' himself, — under whom the Mar- 
quis of Granby and others became great ; Chatham superintending it 
This really was a respectable gentleman, and did considerable) things,— 
a Trismegistus in comparison with the Duke of Cumberland whom he 
succeeded. A cheerful, singularly-polite, modest, well-conditioned mar 
withal. -To be slightly better known to us, if we live. He at present ifi 
a Boy of teh x chasing the thistle's beard. 

5°. Three other sons, all soldiers, two of them younger than Fer- 
dinand ; whose frames were in the gazettes down to a late period 
whom we shall ignb^e in this place. The last of them was marched oul 
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of Holland, where he had long been Commander-in-chief on rather Tory 
principles, in the troubles of 1787. Others of them we shall see storming 
forward on occasion, valiantly meeting death in the field of fight, all 
conspicuously brave of character ; but this shall be enough of them at 
present. 

It is of these that Ludwig Rudolfs youngest daughter, the 
serene Ferdinand Albert’s wife, is Mother in Germany ; highly 
conspicuous in their day. If the question is put, it must be 
owned they are all rather of the insipid type. Nothing but 
a kind of albuminous simplicity noticeable in them ; no wit, 
originality, brightness in the way of uttered intellect. If it 
is asked. How came they to the least distinction in this world ? 

the answer is not immediately apparent. But indeed they 

are Welf of the Welfs, in this respect as in others. One asks, 
with increased wonder, noticing in the Welfs generally nothing 
but the same albuminous simplicity, and poverty rather than 
opulence of uttered intellect, or of qualities that shine, How 
the Welfs came to play such a part, for the last thousand 
years, and still to he at it, in conspicuous places ? 

Reader, I have observed that uttered intellect is not what 
permanently makes way, but wmuttered. Wit, logical bril- 
liancy, spiritual effulgency, true or false, — how precious to 
idle mankind, and to the Newspapers and History-Books, 
even when it is false : while, again, Nature and Practical Fact 
care next to nothing for it in comparison, even when it is 
true ! Two silent qualities you will notice in these Welfs, 
modem and ancient ; which Nature much values : First, con- 
summate human Courage ; a noble, perfect, and as it were 
unconscious superiority to fear. And then secondly, much 
weight of mind, a noble not too conscious Sense of what is 
Right and Not Right, I have found in some of them ; — which 
means mostly weight, or good gravitation, good observance of 
the perpendicular ; and is called justice, veracity, high-honour, 
and other such names. These are fine qualities indeed, 
especially with an ‘ albuminous simplicity 1 as vehicle to them. 
If the Welfs had not much articulate intellect, let us guess 
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of the Prince ; and does solidly advise him of what is feasible, 
what not, in headquarters : very exemplary ‘ attachment ’ ; 
credible to what length, the Prince well enough knows. And 
so the Correspondence is unbeautiful; not very descriptive 
even, — for poor Friedrich is considerably under mask, while 
he writes to that address ; and of Grumkow himself we want 
no more c description ’ ; and is, in fact, on its own score, an 
avoidable article rather than otherwise ; though perhaps the 
reader, for a poor involved Crown-Prince’s sake, will wish an 
exact Excerpt or two before we quite dismiss it. 

Towards turning-off the Brunswick speculation, or turning- 
on the Mecklenburg or Eisenach or any other in its stead, the 
Correspondence naturally avails nothing. Seckendorf has his 
orders from Vienna : Grumkow has his pension, — his cream- 
bowl duly set, — for helping Seckendorf. Though angels 
pleaded, not in a tone of tragic flippancy, but with the voice 
of breaking hearts, it would be to no purpose. The Imperial 
Majesties have ordered, Marry him to Brunswick, c bind him 
the better to our House in time coming’; nay, the Royal 
mind at Potsdam gravitates, of itself, that way, after the first 
hint is given. The Imperial will has become the Paternal 
one ; no answer but obedience. What Grumkow can do will 
be, if possible, to lead or drive the Crown-Prince into obey- 
ing smoothly, or without breaking of harness again. Which, 
accordingly, is pretty much the sum of his part in this un- 
lovely Correspondence : the geeho-ing of an expert wagoner, who 
has got a fiery young Arab thoroughly tied into his dastard 
sandcart, and has to drive him by voice, or at most by slight 
crack of whip ; and does it. Can we hope, a select specimen 
or two of these Documents, not on Grumkow’s part, or for 
Grumkow’s unlovely sake, may now be acceptable to the 
reader ? A Letter or two picked from that large stock, in a 
legible state, will show us Father and Son, and how that 
tragic matter went on, better than description could. 

Papa’s Letters to the Crown-Prince during that final Custrin 
period, when Carzig and Himmelstadt were going on, and 
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confidentially despatched to Grumkow in the intermediate 
days, before Berlin or this ‘Duke of Lorraine’ (whom our 
readers and the Crown-Prince are to wait upon), with actual 
sight of Papa and the Intended, came in course. Grumkow’s 
Letters to the Crown-Prince in this important interval are 
not extant, nor if they were could we stand them ; from the 
Prince’s Answers it will be sufficiently apparent what the 
tenor of them was. Utterance first is about a week after 
that of the estafette at midnight : 

To General Feldvnarschall von Grumkow , at Potsdam (from 
the Crown-Prince). 

* Ciistrin, 11th February 1732. 

‘My dear General and Friend, — I was charmed to learn by your 
Letter that my affairs are on so good a footing’ (Papa so well satisfied 
with my professions of obedience); ‘and you may depend on it I am 
docile to follow your advice. I will lend myself to whatever is possible 
for me ; and provided I can secure the King’s favour by my obedience, I 
will do all that is within my power. 

‘Nevertheless, in making my bargain with the Duke of Bevern, 
manage that the Corpus delicti ’ (my Intended) ‘be brought up under her 
Grandmother’ (Duchess of Brunswick-Wolfenbiittel, Ludwig Rudolf’s 
Spouse, an airy coquettish Lady, — let her be the tutoress and model of 
my Intended, 0 General). ‘For I should prefer being made a ’—what 
shall we say ? by a light wife, — ‘ or to serve under the haughty fon tange 1 
of my Spouse ’ (as Ludwig Rudolf does, by all accounts), ‘ than to have 
a blockhead who would drive me mad by her ineptitudes, and whom I 
should be ashamed to produce. 

‘ I beg you labour at this affair. When one hates romance heroines as 
heartily as I do, one dreads those “virtues” of the ferocious type’ 
(Jes vertus far ouches, so terribly aware that they are virtuous) ; and I 
had rather marry the greatest’ — (unnameable) — ‘in Berlin, than a 
devotee with half-a-dozen ghastly hypocrites ( cagots ) at her beck. Ii 
it were still moglich * (possible, in German) ‘to make her Calvinist’ 
(RSformte ; our Court-Creed, which might have an allaying tendency, 
and at least would make her go with the stream) ? ‘But I doubt that : 
— I will insist, however, that her Grandmother have the training of her. 

1 Species of top-knot ; so named from Fontange, an unfortunate-female of 

T runic! wTin invAntf»r1 nrnnm^rib 
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Wh^ you 1 2 can do to help in this, my dear Friend, I am persuaded you 
will do. 

f It afflicted me a little that the King still has doubts of me, while I 
am obeying in such a matter, diametrically opposite to my own ideas. 
In what way shall I offer stronger proofs ? I may give myself to the 
Devil, it will be to no purpose ; nothing but the old song over again, 
doubt on doubt. — Don't imagine I am going to disoblige the Duke, the 
Duchess or the Daughter, I beseech you ! I know too well what is due 
to them, and too much respect their merits, not to observe the strictest 
rules of what is proper,— even if I hated their progeny and them like 
the pestilence. 

e I hope to speak to you with open heart at Berlin/ f You may 

think, too, how I shall be embarrassed, having to do the Amoroso 
perhaps without being it, and to take an appetite for mute ugliness,— 
for I don’t much trust Count Seckendorf s taste in this article/— in spite 
of his testimonies in Tobacco-Parliament and elsewhere. 'Monsieur! 
Once more, get this Princess to learn by heart the Ecole des Maris and 
the ticole des Femmes ; that will do her much more good than True 
Christianity by the late Mr. Arndt ! x If, besides, she would learn 
steadiness of humour ( toujours darner sur un pied) } learn music ; and, 
nota bene , become rather too free than too virtuous, ah then, my dear 
General, then I should feel some liking for her, and a Colin marrying a 
Phyllis, the couple would be in accordance : but if she is stupid, 

naturally I renounce the Devil and her/ ' It is said she has a Sister, 

who at least has common sense. Why take the eldest, if so ? To the 
King it must be all one. There is also a Princess Christina Marie of 
Eisenach ’ (real name being Christina Wilhelmina, but no matter), ' who 
would be quite my fit, and whom I should like to try for. In fine, I 
mean to come soon into your Countries; 2 and perhaps will say like 
Caesar, Veni , mdi, vicV * * 

Paragraph of tragic compliments to Grumkow we omit. 
Letter ends in this way : 

* Your Baireuth News is very interesting ; I hope, in September next* 
(time of a grand problem coming there for Wilhelmina), 'my Sister will 
recover her first health. If I go travelling, I hope to have the consolation 
of seeing her for a fortnight or three weeks ; I love her more than my 
life ; and for all my obediences to the King, surely I shall deserve that 

1 Joh ann Arndt (‘late’ this long while back) Vom wahren Christ enthum^ 
Magdeburg, 1610. 

1 Did come, 26th February, as we shall see, 
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recompense. The diversions for the Duke of Lorraine are very well 
schemed; but’ — but what mortal can now care about them? Close, 
and seal . 1 

As to this Duke of Lorraine just coming, he is Franz 
Stephan, a pleasant young man of twenty-five, son of that 
excellent Duke Leopold Joseph, whom young Lyttelton of 
Hagley was so taken with, while touring in those parts in the 
Congress-of-Soissons time. Excellent Duke Leopold Joseph 
is since dead ; and this Franz has succeeded to him, — what 
succession there was ; for Lorraine as a Dukedom has its neck 
under the foot of France this great while, and is evidently not 
long for this world. Old Fleuiy, men say, has his eye upon 
it. And in fact it was, as we shall see, eaten-up by Fleury 
within four-years time ; and this Franz proved the last of all 
the Dukes there. Let readers notice him : a man of high 
destiny otherwise, of whom we are to hear much. For ten 
years past he has lived about Vienna, being a bom Cousin of 
that House (Grandmother was Kaiser Leopold’s own Sister) ; 
and it is understood, nay, it is privately settled he is to marry 
the transcendent Archduchess, peerless Maria Theresa herself ; 
and is to reap, he, the whole harvest of that Pragmatic 
Sanction sown with such travail of the Universe at large. 
May be King of the Romans (which means successor to the 
Kaisership) any day ; and actual Kaiser one day. 

We may as well say here, he did at length achieve these 
dignities, though not quite in the time or on the terms pro- 
posed. King of the Romans old Kaiser Karl never could 
quite resolve to make him, — having always hopes of male 
progeny yet ; which never came. For his peerless Bride he 
waited six years still (owing to accidents), ‘attachment mutual 
all the while;’ did then wed, 1738, and was the happiest of 
men and expectant Kaisers : — but found, at length, the 
Pragmatic Sanction to have been a strange sowing of dragon’s- 
teeth, and the first harvest reapable from it a world of armed 
men 1 — for the present he is on a grand Tour, for instruction 
1 Forster, iii. 160*162 ; CEuvres de Fridiric > xvi. 37-39. 
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and other objects ; has been in England last ; and is now 
getting homewards again, to Vienna, across Germany ; con- 
ciliating the Courts as he goes. A pacific friendly eupeptic 
young man; Crown- Prince Friedrich, they say, took much to 
him in Berlin; did not quite swear eternal friendship; but 
kept-up some correspondence for a while, and ‘ once sends 
him a present of salmon. 1 — But to proceed with the utterances 
to Grumkow. 

Utterance second is probably of prior date ; but introdueible 
here, being an accidental Fragment, with the date lost : 


To the FehhnarschaU van Grumkow (from the Crown- Prince ; 
exact date lost) 

** * As to what you tell me of the Princes* of Mecklenburg,' for 
whom they want a Brandenburg Prince,— ' could not / marry her? Let 
her come Into this Country, and think no more of Russia: she would 
have a dowry of two or three millions of rouble*,— only fancy how 1 could 
live with that 2 1 think that project might succeed. Tho Princess is 

Lutheran ; perhaps she objects to go into tho (frock Church? -l find 

none of those advantages In this Princess of Severn ; who, a* many people, 
even of tho Duke's Court, say, is not at all beautiful, speaks almost 
nothing, and is given to pouting (Jhimnt lafiohtet). The good Kalseriim 
has so little herself, that the sum* she could afford her Niece would b© 
very moderate. ' 1 

4 

‘ Give « to pouting, 1 too 1 No, certainly ; your Insipidity 
of Brunswick, without prospects of ready-money ; dangerous 
for cagotnge; * not a won! to say for herself in company, and 
given to pouting 1 ; I do not reckon her the eligible article ! 

Seckendorf, Schulenburg, Grumkow and all hands are busy 
in this matter : gecho-ing the Crown-Prince towards the mark 
set before him. With or without explosion, arrive there ho 
must; other goal for him is none I — In the meanwhile, it 
appears, illustrious Frans of Lorraine, coming on, amid th# 
proper demonstrations, through Magdebuig and the Prussian 

* Fragment given in Sttksmkrft Ltkn, Ui. 249 * 
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Towns, lias caught some slight illness and been obliged to 
pause ; so that Berlin cannot have the happiness of seeing him 
quite so soon as it expected. The high guests invited to meet 
Duke Pranz, especially the high Brunswicks, are already there. 
High Brunswicks, Bevern with Duchess, and still more 
important, with Son and with Daughter insipid Corpus delicti 
herself has appeared on the scene ; and Grumkow, we find, has 
been writing some description of her to the &<>^-f nnce ; 
Description of an unfavourable nature; below the truth, not 
above it, to avert disappointment, nay to create some g earn 
of inverse joy, when the actual meeting occurs, -That is his 
art in driving the fiery little Arab ignomimously yoked to 
him ; and it is clear he has overdone it, for once. This is 
Friedrich’s third utterance to him ; much the most emphatic 
there is : 


To the General Feldmarschall von Grumkow 

* Ciistrin, 19th. Feb. 1732. 

‘Judge, my dear General, if I can have been much charmed with the 
description you give of the abominable object of my desires ! For the love 
of God, disabuse the King in regard to her’ (show him that she is a oo , 
then); ‘and let him remember well that fools commonly are the most 

obstinate of creatures. „ , ■_ , . „ 

‘Some months ago he wrote a Letter to Wolden, the obsequious 
Goldstick, ‘of his giving me the choice of several Princesses : I hope he 
will not give himself the lie in that. I refer you entirely to the Letter, 
which Schulenburg will have delivered/— little Schulenburg called here, 
in passing your way ; all hands busy. ‘ For there is no hope of wealth, 
no reasoning, nor chance of fortune that could change my sentiment as 
expressed there’ (namely, that I will not have her whatever become of 
me); ‘and miserable for miserable, it is all one. Let the King but 
think that it is not for himself that he is marrying me, but for myself; 
nav,he too will have a thousand chagrins, to see two persons hating one 
another, and the miserablest marriage in the world ;— to hear their mutual 
complaints, which will be to him so many reproaches for having fashioned 
the instrument of our yoke. As a good Christian, let him consider. If it 
is well done to wish to force people ; to cause divorces, and to be the 
occasion of all the sins that an ill-assorted marriage leads us to commit . 
1 am determined to front everything in the world sooner : and since things 
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Grumkow, in these same hours, is writing a Letter to the 
Prince, which we still have, 1 How charmed his Majesty is at 
such obedience; ‘shed tears of joy,’ writes Grumkow, ‘and 
said it was the happiest day of his life.’ Judge Grumkow s 
feelings soon after, on this furious recalcitration breaking out ! 
Grumkow’s Answer, which also we still have, 2 is truculence 
itself in a polite form : — horrorstruck as a Christian at the 
suicide notion, at the — in fact at the whole matter ; and 
begs, as a humble individual, not wishful of violent death and 
destruction upon self and family, to wash his poor hands of 
it altogether. Dangerous for the like of him ; ‘ interfering 
between Royal Father and Royal Son of such opposite humours, 
would break the neck of any man, 1 thinks Grumkow ; and 
sums-up with this pithy reminiscence : 6 1 remember always 
what the King said to me at Wusterhausen, when your Royal 
Highness lay prisoner in the Castle of Ciistrin, and I wished 
to take your part : “ Nein, Grumkow , denket an diese Stelle^ 
Gott gebe dass ich nicht wahr rede , aber mein Sohn stirbt nicht 
eines natiirlichen Todes ; und Gott gebe dass er nicht unter 
Henkers Hande komme. No, Grumkow, think of what I now 
tell you : God grant it do not come true, — but my Son won’t 
die a natural death ; God grant he do not come into the 
Hangman’s hands yet I ” I shuddered at these words, and the 
King repeated them twice to me : that is true, or may I never 
see God’s face, or have part in the merits of our Lord.’ — 
The Crown-Prince’s ‘ pleadings ’ may fitly terminate here. 

Duke of Lorraine arrives in Potsdam and in Berlin 

Saturday 23d February 1732, his Serene Highness of 
Lorraine did at length come to hand. Arrived in Potsdam 
that day ; where the two Majesties, with the Serene Beverns, 
with the Prince Alexander of Wurtemberg, and the other 
high guests, had been some time in expectation. Suitable 
persons invited for the occasion : Bevern, a titular Austrian 

1 CEuvres dc Fridiric % xvi. 43. 2 db, pp. 44-46. 
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the merits military and other of this Hacke ; a valiant expert 
exact man, of good stature, good service among the Giants 
and otherwise, though not himself gigantic ; age now turned 
of thirty ; — and unluckily little but his pay to depend on. 
Majesty, by way of increment to Hacke, small increment on 
the pecuniary side, has lately made him * Master of the 
Hunt’; will, before long, make him Adjutant-General, and 
his right-hand man in Army matters, were he only rich ; — 
has, in the meanwhile, made this excellent match for him; 
which supplies that defect. Majesty was the making of 
Creutz himself ; who is grown very rich, and has but one 
Daughter : ‘ Let Hacke have her ! ’ his Majesty advised ; 
and snatches- off the Duke of Lorraine to see it done. 1 

Did the reader ever hear of Finance-Minister Creutz, once 
a poor Regiment’s Auditor, when his Majesty, as yet Crown- 
Prince, found talent in him ? Can readers fish-up from their 
memory, twenty years back, anything of a terrific Spectre 
walking in the Berlin Palace, for certain nights, during that 
« Stralsund Expedition’ or famed Swedish-War time, to the 
terror of mankind ? Terrific Spectre, thought to be in 
Swedish pay, — properly a spy Scullion, in a small concern of 
Grumkow versus Creutz ? 2 This is the same Creutz ; of 
whom we have never spoken more, nor shall again, now that 
his rich Daughter is well married to Hacke, a favourite of his 
Majesty’s and ours. It was the Duke’s first sight in Berlin ; 
February 96th ; prologue to the flood of scenic wonders 
there. 

But perhaps the wonderfulest thing, had he quite under- 
stood it, was that of the 10th March, which he was invited 
to. Last obligation laid upon the Crown-Prince, ‘to bind 
him to the House of Austria,’ that evening. Of which take 
this account, external and internal, from authentic Documents 
in our hand. 

1 Fassmann, p. 430. 

a Antea, vol. i, pp. 367-370 ; Wilhelmina, 
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strangers are requested to take their place up there, and wait for a abort 
while. Prussian Majesty, Queen and Crown-Prince with him, proceeds 
then, in u solemn official manner, to the Durehlnucht of Bovorn'a 
Apartment, in a lower floor of the Palace ; where the Bovorn Party, 

J hike, Duchess, Son and intended Charmer are. Prussian Majesty asks 
the Durehlnucht and Spouse, “ Whether the Marriage, some time treated 
of, between that their Princess here present, and this his Crown-Prince 
likewise here, is really a tiling to their mind Serene Spouses answer, 
to the effect, “ Yea, surely, very much 1 ” Upon which they all solemnly 
ascend to the Royal Apartments upstairs’ (where we have seen 
Wilhelm ina dancing before now), ‘ where Lorraine, Wdrtemhorg and the 
other sublimities are in waiting. Lorraine and the sublimities form a 
semicircle ; with the two Majesties, and pair of young creatures, in the 
centre. You young creatures, you are of one intention with your parents 
in this matter ? Alas, there is no doubt of it. Pledge yourselves, then, 
by exchange of rings 1 said hi* Majesty with due business brevity. The 
rings are exchanged : Majesty embrace* the two young creatures with 
great tenderness' ; ss do Queen and Serenities; and then all the world 
takes to embracing and congratulating ; and so the Betrothal Is a finished 
thing. Bassoons and violins, striking up, whirl it off In universal 
dancing,— In * supper of above Two hundred and sixty persons,’ princely 
or otherwise sublime in rank, ' with spouses and noble ladles there ‘ in 
the due proportion. 1 

Hero is fraction of another Note from the Crown-Prince to 
his Sister at Baireuth, a fortnight after that event : 

Berlin, 24 th March 1732 (To Princess Wilhelmlna).— * * ‘Cod bo 
praised that you are better, dearest Bister 1 For nobody can love you 
more tenderly than I do.— As to the Princess of Bevcm' (my Betrothed), 
‘the Queen ’ (Mamma, whom you have been consulting on these 
etiquettes) ‘bid* me answer, That you need not style her “ Highness,'' 
and that you may write to her quite as to an Indifferent Princess. As to 
« kissing of the hands,” 1 assure you I have not kissed them, nor will kiss 
them ; they are not pretty enough to tempt one that way. Clod long 
preserve you in perfect health 1 And you, preserve for me always the 
honour of your good graces ; and believe, my charming Sister, that never 
brother In the world loved with such tenderness a sister so charming as 
mine; to short, believe, dear Sister, that without compliments, and in 
literal truth, 1 am yours wholly (tout d was) : Fhhumuch.'* 


» Fassiminn, pp. 43s, 433* 

* ibid,, xxvii. part i*t, p. 5. 
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*4tl> Morch ly.J) ... , _ . . ,, 

This w tlu* Betrothal of the Crown-Prince to mi Insipidity 
of Brunswick. Insipidity's private findings, perhaps of n 
languidly glad sort, nr© not. known to us; Crown Prince's 
we have in part seen. He has decided to accept his fate 
without a murmur farther. Against his poor Bride or her 
qualities not a won! more. In the Sehloss of Berlin, amid 
such tempest* of female gossip (Mamma slid secretly corre- 
sponding with England), he has to he very reserved, on this 
head espeinily. It is understood he did not, in his heart, 
nearly so much dislike the insipid Princess as he wished Pajta 
to think he did. 

Duke Franz of Ixirraiue went off above a week ago, on the 
Saturday following the Betrothal ; an amiable serene young 
gentleman, well liked hy the Crown- Prince and everybody. 

• lie avoided the Saxon Court, though passing near it,' on his 
way to old Kur- Mainz; ‘which is a sign," thinks Fassmaim, 

* that mutual matter* are on a weak finding in that quarter’ 5 
' -—Pragmatic Sanction never accepted there, and plenty of 

intricacies existing. Crown -Print* Friedrich may now go to 
Hnppin and the Hegiment Goltz ; hi* business and destinies 
being now all redural to a steady condition ; —sternly sky, 
rather leaden, Instead of the tempestuous thunder-and -light- 
ning weather which there heretofore was. I nation sky, he, if 
left well to himself, will primps brighten a little. Study 
will las possible to him ; improvement of hi* own faculties, at 
any rate. It is much hi* determination. Outwardly, besides 
drilling tin* Hegiment Holtz, he will have a sternly correspn- 
denee to keep up with hi* B nnswirk Charmer j— let him see 
tiiat he be not slack in that 
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manufactures we hear of. Not a picturesque country; but 
a quiet and innocent, where work is cut out, and one hopes 
to be well left alone after doing it. This Crown-Prince has 
been in far less desirable localities. 

He had a reasonable house, two houses made into one for 
him, in the place. He laid-out for himself a garden in the 
outskirts, with what they call a * temple ’in it,— some more 
or less ornamental garden-house, — from which I have read of 
his ‘letting-off rockets’ in a summer twilight Rockets to 
amuse a small dinner-party, I should guess, —dinner of Officers, 
such as he had weekly or twice a week. On stiller evenings 
we can fancy him there in solitude ; reading meditative, or 
musically fluting looking out upon the silent death of 
Day : how the summer gloaming steals over the moorlands, 
and over all lands; shutting-up the toil of mortals; their 
very flocks and herds collapsing into silence, and the big 
Skies and endless Times overarching him and them. With 
thoughts perhaps sombre enough now and then, hut profitable 
if he face them piously. 

His Father’s affection is returning ; would so fain return 
if it durst. But the heart of Papa has been sadly torn-up : 
it is too good news to Iks quite believed, that he has a son 
grown wise, and doing son-like I Humour also is very busy, 
rumour and the Tobacco-Parliament for or against ; a little 
rumour is capable of stirring-up great storm* in the suspicion* 
patenial mind. All along during Friedrich’* abode at Kuppin, 
this is a constantly recurring weather-*ymptom ; very grievous 
now and then ; not to be guarded against by any precaution ; 
— though steady persistence in the proper precaution will 
abate it, and as good as remove it, in course of time. Already 
Friedrich Wilhelm begins to understand that ‘ there is much 
in this Fritz,’ — who knows how much, though of a different 
type from Papa’s 't — and that it will be better if he and 
Papa, so discrepant in type, and ticklishly related otherwise, 
live not too constantly together as heretofore. Which is 
emphatically the Crown-Prince 1 * notion too. 
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xix. at Pultawa, all manner of Military Histories, we perceive, 
are at his finger-ends ; and he has penetrated into the essential 
heart of each, and learnt what it had to teach him. Some- 
thing of this, how much we know not, began at Ruppin ; and 
it did not end again. 

On the whole, Friedrich is prepared to distinguish himself 
henceforth by strictly conforming, in all outward particulars 
possible, to the paternal will, and becoming the most obedient 
of sons. Partly from policy and necessity, partly also from 
loyalty ; for he loves his rugged Father, and begins to per- 
ceive that there is more sense in his peremptory notions than 
at first appeared. The young man is himself rather wild, as 
we have seen, with plenty of youthful petulance and longings 
after forbidden fruit. And then he lives in an element of 
gossip ; his whole life enveloped in a vast DionysiusVEar, 
every word and action liable to be debated in Tobacco-Parlia- 
ment. He is very scarce of money, too, Papa’s allowance 
being extremely moderate, c not above 6,000 thalers (90(B.),’ 
says Seckendorf once. 1 There will be contradictions enough 
to settle ; caution, silence, every kind of prudence will be 
much recommendable. 

In all outward particulars the Crown-Prince will conform ; 
in the inward, he will exercise a judgment, and if he cannot 
conform, will at least be careful to hide. To do his Com- 
mandant duties at Ruppin, and avoid offences, is much his 
determination. We observe he takes great charge of his 
men’s health ; has the Regiment Goltz in a shiningly exact 
condition at the grand reviews ; — is very industrious now and 
afterwards to get tall recruits, as a dainty to Papa. Knows 
that nothing in Nature is so sure of conciliating that strange 
old gentleman ; corresponds, accordingly, in distant quarters ; 
lays out, now and afterwards, sums far too heavy for his 
means upon tall recruits for Papa. But it is good to con- 
ciliate in that quarter, by every method, and at every expense ; 
— Argus of Tobacco-Parliament still watching one there ; and 
1 Forster, iii. 114 (Seckendorf to Prince Eugene). 
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Humour needing to be industriously dealt with, difficult to 
keep down. 

Such, so far as we can gather, is the general figure of 
Friedrich’s life at Ruppin. Specific facts of it, anecdotes 
about it, are few in those dim Books ; are uncertain as to 
truth, and without importance whether true or not. For all 
his gravity and Colonelship, it would appear the old spirit of 
frolic has not quitted him. Here are two small incidents, 
pointing that way ; which stand on record ; credible enough, 
though vague and without importance otherwise. Incident 
first is to the following feeble effect ; indisputable though 
extremely unmomentous : Regiment Goltz, it appears, used to 
have gold trimmings ; the Colonel Crown-Prince petitioned 
that they might be of silver, which he liked better. Papa 
answers, Yes. Regiment Goltz gets its new regimentals done 
in silver ; the Colonel proposes they shall solemnly bum their 
old regimentals. And they do it, the Officers of them, sub 
dio, perhaps in the Prince’s garden, stripping successively in 
the 6 Temple ’ there, with such degree of genial humour, loud 
laughter, or at least boisterous mock-solemnity, as may be in 
them. This is a true incident of the Prince’s history, though 
a small one. 

Incident second is of slightly more significance ; and 
intimates, not being quite alone in its kind, a questionable 
habit or method the Crown-Prince must have had of dealing 
with Clerical Persons hereabouts when they proved trouble- 
some. Here are no fewer than three such Persons, or Parsons, 
of the Ruppin Country, who got mischief by him. How the 
first gave offence shall be seen, and how he was punished 2 
offences of the second and the third we can only guess to have 
been perhaps pulpit-rebukes of said punishments : perhaps 
general preaching against military levities, want of piety, nay 
open sinfulness, in thoughtless young men with cockades. 
"Whereby the thoughtless young men were again driven to 
think of nocturnal charivari ? We will give the story in 
Di. Biischings own words, who looks before and after to great 
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Oil© night, to th© Chaplain* him©©/ tomowhoro hard hy, with mw\ gmm 
adjoining to it, m mm mm i md f ft rat, th©y kuo©k#4dit th# window* of hi# 
dmimgmmm iifmit bint 4 CAfafo-windowo, %Um not mtUmlf hmk©ii, w© 
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the Crypto - Protestantism was again become a mythical 
romantic object, ignored by Official persons, lloweua, in 
1727, there came a new Archbishop, one 1 Firmian,’ Count 
Firmian by secular quality, of a strict lean character, zealous 
rather than wise ; who had brought his orthodoxies with him 
in a rigid and very lean form. 

Right Reverend Firmian had not been long in Salzburg till 
he smelt-out the Crypto -Protestantism, and determined to 
haul it forth from the mythical condition into the practical ; 
and in fact, to see his law beagles there worry it to death as 
they ought. Hence the rumours that had risen over Ger- 
many, in 172S): Law-terriers penetrating into human cot- 
tages in those remote Salzburg valleys, smelling-out some 
German Bible or devout Book, making lists of Bihle-reading 
cottagers ; haling them to the Right Reverend Fnther-in-God ; 
thence to prison, since they would not undertake to cease 
reading. With fine, with confiscation, tribulation : for the 
peaceable Salzburgers, respectful creatures, doffing their 
slouch-hats almost to mankind in general, were entirely 
obstinate in that matter of the Bible. * Cannot, your 
Reverence; must not, dare not!’ anti went to prison or 
whithersoever rather ; a wide cry rising, I *ct us sell our pos- 
sessions and leave Salzburg then, according to Treaty of 
Westphalia, Article so-and-so. * Treaty of Westphalia ? 
Leave Salzburg ? 1 shrieked the Right Reverend Father : * Are 
we getting into open mutiny, then? Open extensive mutiny I’ 
shrieked he. Borrowed a couple of Austrian regiments, — 
Kaiser and we always on the pleasantest terms ;« — and marched 
the most refractory of his Salzburgers over the frontiers (re- 
taining their properties and families) ; whereupon noise rose 
louder and louder. 

Refractory Salzburgers sent Deput ies to the Diet ; appealed, 
complained to the Carjms Evangelmmtm , Treaty of West- 
phalia in hand, — without result Cttrptut , having verified 
matters, complained to the Kaiser, to the Right Reverend 
Father. The Kaiser, intent on getting his Pragmatic 



CHAr. III.] THE SAL ZB U HCKltS B7 

Feb. -April *733] , t < , t * 

Sanction through the Diet, and anxious to ofl.-n.I nolnsly 
at present, gave good wonts; but did nothing ; tin- Bight 
Reverend Father answered a letter or two from the <o»/m«; 
then said at last. He wished to close the «'orre*|*<udcine, had 
the honour to he,— and answeml no farther, when written to 
Corptut was without result. So it lasted through 1 T.IO , 
rumour, which rose in 175il), waxing ever louder into pmefie 
able or impracticable shape, through that next year ; trihu* 
lation increasing in Salzburg ; mid noise among mankind, 
In the end of 1780, the Salzburgers sent Two Deputies to 
Friedrich Wilhelm at Berlin ; solid-hearted, thick-soled men, 
able to answer for themselves, ami give real account of Sab- 
burg and the phenomena : this brought matters into a prac- 
ticable state. 

‘Are you actual Protest ants, the Treaty of Westphalia 
applicable to you? Not mere fanatic mystic*, n» Bight 
Reverend Firminn asserts; protect ihhi by no Treaty?" That 
was Friedrich Wilhelm’s first quest ion ; and he set hi* t *u 
chief Berlin Clergymen, learned KoloflT one t*f them, a divine 
of much fame, to catechise the two Salzburg Deputies, and 
report upon the point. Their Report, dated Berlin, 80th 
November 1780, with specimens of the main question*, I 
have read ; 1 and can fully certify, along with Hnhiff ami 
friend, That here are orthodox Protestants, apparently of 
very pious peaceable nature, su tiering hard wrong ; orthodox 
beyond doubt, and covered by the Treaty of Wc*tph«Iia 
Wliereupon his Majesty dismisses them with assurance, • Me 
turn, and say there shall Ins help i ’ — and straightway lay* 
hand on the business, strong swift steady hand a* usual, with 
a view that way. 

Salzburg being now a dear case, Friedrich Wilhelm writes 
to the Kaiser, to the King of Kngiand, Kmg of Denmark ; 
— orders preparations to be made in Premwen, vacant mm. 
suages to be surveyed, moneys to ln> laid tip;— bids his man 
at the Regensburg Diet signify, That unhwa this thing k 
* Fannuum, pp. 446 44*. 
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rectified, his Prussian Majesty will see himself necessitated to 
take effectual steps : c reprisals’ the first step, according to 
the old method of his Prussian Majesty. Rumour of the 
Salzburg Protestants rises higher and higher. Kaiser intent 
on conciliating every Corpus, Evangelical and other, for his 
Pragmatic Sanction’s sake, admonishes Right Reverend 
Firmian; intimates at last to him, That he will actually 
have to let those poor people emigrate if they demand it ; 
Treaty of Westphalia being express. In the end of 1731 it 
has come thus far. 

c Emigrate, says your Imperial Majesty? Well, they shall 
emigrate,’ answers Firmian ; ‘ the sooner the better ! ’ And 
straightway, in the dead of winter, marches, in convenient 
divisions, some Nine hundred of them over the frontiers : 
4 Go about your business, then ; emigrate — to the Old One, 
if you like ! ’ — ‘ And our properties, our goods and chattels ? 1 
ask they. — ‘ Be thankful you have kept your skins. Emigrate, 
I say !’ And the poor Nine hundred had to go out, in the 
rigour of winter, 4 hoary old men among them, and women 
coming near their time ’ ; and seek quarters in the wide world 
mostly unknown to them. Truly Firmian is an orthodox 
Herr; acquainted with the laws of fair usage and the time 
of day. The sleeping Barbarossa does not awaken upon him 
within the Hill here : — but in the Roncalic Fields, long ago, 
I should not have liked to stand in his shoes ! 

Friedrich Wilhelm, on this procedure at Salzburg, intimates 
to his Halberstadt and Minden Catholic gentlemen, That their 
Establishments must be locked up, and incomings suspended ; 
that they can apply to the Right Reverend Firmian upon it ; 
— and bids his man at Regensburg signify to the Diet that 
such is the course adopted here. Right Reverend Firmian 
has to hold his hand ; finds both that there shall be Emigra- 
tion, and that it must go forward on human terms, not in- 
human ; and that in fact the Treaty of Westphalia will have 
to guide it, not he henceforth. Those poor ousted Salzburgers 
cower into the Bavarian cities, till the weather mend, and his 
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Prussian Majesty a arrangements m* complete fur their href him 
and ilium. 

His Prussian Majesty 1ms l»mi maturing his plums all tlm 
while ;~gutlmririg moneys* gutting hind** ready, Ur 
him hanging Sehhihhtil it* the mttii.mii uf 1**11, wj u» had 
peculated from said moneys 5 nmt surveying thrown, under 
storms of thunder and min on one oernnion, Prruwn U to 
be the plnee for these people ; Titdt nud Metnrl region, wise 
where the big Fight of Tnnnetitierg and ruin of the Ten Inch 
Hitters took place : in that fine fertile Country then? are 
homes got ready for this Emigration out of SaLhitrg. 

Long ago, at the beginning of thin Ilintory, did not the 
reader hear of a pestilence in lVo*»ift» Litlimmia ? IVtilrnee 
in old King Friedrichs time; for whirl* the thru (Wir 
Prince, now Majesty Fricdrirh Wilhelm, vainly wdicited helji 


from the 'Treasury and only brought about patted change of 
Ministry and no help* * Fifty 4 wo Town* * were more or Ie»* 
entirely depopulated; hundreds of f homwiml * nf fertile nrm 
fell to waste again, the hands that had ploughed thru* firing 


swept away. The new M**ji**iy, so main m ever the Swc*liftlt 
War was got rid of, took thin matter diligently in hand ; 
built-up the fifty-two mined Townn ; lm\ml Proclamation* 
once and again (Years IT III, 1781), to the Writ emu* to 


Switzerland, Saxony, Kritwalten ; 1 inviting fT*lmb»tn to r«»tnr f 
and, on favourable terms, lit! mid reap there. Hit term* are 
favourable, well considered ; and are honestly kepi, lie hm 
a fixed set of terms for r«ihini«U : their ntmLex|jen*ww thither, 
so much a day allowed curb travelling pout ; UmnmtimU* 
ploughing implement*, entity land, await them it! their 
journey's end ; their nail mid amie**, amimteljr sjweified* mm 


gmntal them, for wrtnin jmw, till they get wrll nmUtwl. 
Exwllout Himugcmriiti* s ami hi# Majwty h«*» in fori, got 
about 20,000 fomilk** in that way. Ami atilt tiler# i* nmm 

li a. f#’.t ... A an* * * * 
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to tribulating Salzburg in that manner, Heaven bad provided 
remedies and a Prussian Majesty. Heaven is very opulent, 
has alchemy to change the ugliest substances into beaut tfulest; 
Privately to his Majesty, for months back, this Hamburg 
Emigration is a mast manageable matter. Manage well, it 
will be a godsend to his Majesty, ami tit, ns by preotahlished 
harmony, into the ancient Prussian sorrow; and ‘two 
afflictions well put together shall become a consolation,’ «•* the 
proverb promises ! Go along then, Right Reverend I'innian, 
with your Emigration there: only no foul-play in it, -or 
Halberstadt and Minden get locked • for the rest of the 
matter we will undertake. 

And so, February 2d, 1782, Friedrich Wilhelm'* Proclama- 
tion 1 flew abroad over the world; brief and business-like, 
cheering to all but Pirmian to this purport: ‘Gome, ye 
poor Salzburgers, there are homes provided for you. Apply 
at Regensburg, at Halle : Commissaries are appointed ; will 
take charge of your long march and you. Ik* kind, all 
Christian German Princes : do not hinder them and me.' 
And in a few days farther, still early in February (for the 
matter is all ready before proclaiming), an actual Prussian 
Commissary hangs out his announcements and officialities at 
Donauwdrth, old City known to ns, within reach of the 
Salzburg Boundaries ; collects, in a week or two, his first lot 
of Emigrants, near a thousand strong; and fairly takes the 
road with them, 

A long road and a strange : I think, above five hundred 
miles before we get to Halle, within Prussian land ; and then 
seven hundred more to our place there, in the utmost Hast. 
Men, women, infants and hoary grandfather* are here - most 
of their property sold, — still on ruinous conditions, think of 
it, your Majesty. Their {mor hits of preciosities and heirlooms 
they have with them ; made up in succinct bundles, stowed on 
ticketed baggage- wains ; ‘some have their own jmor cart and 
horse, to carry tire too old and the too young, those that 
» Copy of it in Msuvilloo, FsUntsiy 173s, IS. 311, 
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cmmoC walk.’ A pilgrimage like *l»«t of the I htUirm of 
Israel : such a pilgrim caravan a* wax seldom heard of m our 
Western CountrieH. Those |**»r miccim t lmn.ll. *>, the m«tmg 
of them up and stowing of them ; the pang* **t *“ t ‘ M ‘- 

in those remote native valley* i the lean, that «*ic m.i 
the cries that were addressed to find only ; ami then <*t last 
the actual turning-out of the poor caravan, in silently p»«> n.«l 
condition, staff in hand, no audible complaint heard from it. 
ready to march; practically marching hen* : which of u* ran 
think of it without emotion, sad, and vet In a sort blew. I * 
Every Emigrant man has four gmsrAni a »lav (f«n»j**nr* 
odd) allowed him for road cxpemwa, every *wiw« three 
groschen, every child two : and regularity itself, in the »h»j» 
of Prussian Commissaries, preside* over it. Such marching of 
the Salzburgers; host after host of them, hy varimi* route*, 
from February onwards ; nlaive Seven thousand of them t)u» 
year, and Ten thousand more that gradually f»llo*rd, *«• 
heard of at all German firomh*, ami in ail Kiiri»|*e*u* land*. 
A phenomenon much filling the general ear and imngmatnm i 
especially at the first emergence of it. We will gm» fr*»m 
poor old authentic Fassmann, as if caught tip by some suddm 
photograph apparatus, a rude hut undeniable g|im|mn or two 
into the actuality of this husiuca* : the reader will in that way 
sufficiently conceive it for himself. 

Glimpse Jlrd is of an Emigrant Party arriving, in the mid 
February days tsf ITtlSf, at Nonlliugni, Pmte»!«nt tW T*,*n 
in Bavaria: 'Him* hmnlml of them ; find nr* lion, t think, «*f 
those Nine hundred who were (Mteked away unmrrmi*ni«w»dy 
by Firm inn last winter, and have been wamirring alimtl 
Bavaria, lodging ‘in Knufbcuem ‘ ami varimt* prehmitwwy 
Towns, till the Prussian arrangement* iicramw definite, 
Prussian Commissaries are, hy this time, got to |ti.hem ,■.•.1, , 
but these poor Salaburgers are ahead of them, wandering 
under the voiuntary-primiple a* yet. Silt: 
is an old Imperial Free Town ; ftotwtMt. ... . 

tliere, as it ha* tw»n all round 5 mm of some mmmmMb 
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fighting in the Thirty- Yearn War, imperial iy of a frnd defeat 
to the Swedes and Bendianl of Weimar* the worst tiny had 
in the course of that; had business. The Sal/lmr^m are in 
number Three hundreit and thirty-one; tiim\ 4 first;, days of 
February 1782, weather very cold and mw/ 11a* charitable 
Protestant Town has been expecting such an advent; 

6 Two chief Clergymen, and the Schoolmaster Mini Scholar#, with soma 
hundreds of citizens and many young pople, went nut to meat them ; 
there, in the open field, «tood the Salzburger#, with their wives ami their 
little ones, with their hul lock-curt# and baggage- wain#/ jitlgrimiug toward# 
unknown parts of the Earth* 4 44 <\tum in, y«* blessed **f the laird! 
Why stand yo without?” said the Parson solemnly, by way t*f welcome; 
and addressed a Discourse to them,* devout and yet human, true every 
word of it, enough to draw team from any Vmmnmn flint were there 5*— 
Fassmaun and we not far from weeping without word#* 'Thereupon 
they ranked themselves two and two, and marched into the Twit/ 
straight to the Church, I conjecture, Town ail out. to participate; 4 mid 
there the two reverend gentlemen auecttMlvidy addre«ed them again, 
from appropriate text#: Text of the first, reverend gentleman was, A mi 
every one that hath forsaken homes % or brethren, m sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or /urn/#, fir my tmmeM mike, shall rreeim am 
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting l fid Text of the second 
Now the Lord had mid unto Abraham, Met ihrr out if thy mu nitty , and 
from thy kindred, and from thy father * house, unto a land that l mil sham 
thee /* Excellent text# ; well handled, Jet tt« hope, imperially with 
brevity* 1 After which the atrangora were dUlrihutmt, «*tm» into public- 
bouses, other# taken homo by the citizen# to lodge* 

e Out of the Spltal there wn# distributed to rad* person, fur this first 
three days, a half-pound of fteslHmeitt, bread, and a men* uro of Iwr, 
The remaining days they got in money six erenhiee* f two pence) each, 
and bread* On Sunday, at the < 1 * 11 rch -door# there mm a roilertlen • nit 
less than eight hundred gulden * (HO/. ; imputation, m y, them thousand) 
f for this object At Sermon they were put Into the central pstri «»f iltgs 
Church/ all Nfmllmgen lovingly enwmp«ifti»»ff them ; 4 mid were taught 
in two sermons/ text* not given, 1 Whnt the itm f%mrrk I# imiii yf t «**§ 
then, Of true Faith , and what tom a Christian might t& have ; * Nordtingen 
copiously shedding team the white (riot* Thritnm mrgmsm >, m it well 
might f Going to Church, and coming from it, curb landlord walked 
ahead of his party 5 party followed two and two* fit* other days, there 
was much 'Catechising of them at different part# of the Town ; orthodox 

1 Ctfstf*!# *11, l* 


1 Matthew xix. 29, 
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bishop ought to have flung you all into the river, you — I Upon which 
a menial servant of the Duke’s suddenly broke in upon him in the way of 
actuality, the whole crowd blazing into flame ; and the pedlar would 
certainly have got irreparable damage, had not the Townguard instantly 
hooked him away/ 

April 21st, 1732, the first actual body, a good nine 
hundred strong, 1 got to Halle; where they were received 
with devout jubilee, psalm-singing, spiritual and corporeal 
refection, as at Nordlingen and the other stages; ‘ Archi- 
diaconus Franke ’ being prominent in it, — I have no doubt, 
a connexion of that 6 chien de Franke J whom Wilhelmina 
used to know. They were lodged in the Waisenhaus (old 
Franke's Orphan-home) ; Official List of them was drawn-up 
here, with the fit specificality ; and, after three days, they 
took the road again for Berlin. Useful Buchholz, then a 
very little boy, remembers the arrival of a Body of these 
Salzburgers, not this but a later one in August, which passed 
through his native Village, Pritzwalk in the Priegnitz : How 
village and village authorities were all awake, with opened 
stores and hearts ; how his Father, the Village Parson, 
preached at five in the afternoon. The same Buchholz, 
coming afterwards to College at Halle, had the pleasure of 
discovering two of the Commissaries, two of the three, who 
had mainly superintended in this Salzburg Pilgrimage. Let 
the reader also take a glance at them, as specimens worth 
notice : 

Commissarius First : c Herr von Reck was a nobleman from the 
Hanover Country ; of very great piety ; who, after his Commission was 
done, settled at Halle; and lived there, without servant, in privacy, 
from the small means he had ; — seeking his sole satisfaction in attendance 
on the Theological and Ascetic College-Lectures, where I used to see him 
constantly in my student time/ 

Commissarius Second : c Herr Gobel was a medical man by profession ; 
and had the regular degree of Doctor ; but was in no necessity to apply 
his talents to the gaining of bread. His zeal for religion had moved him 
to undertake this Commission. Both these gentlemen I have often seen 


1 Buchholz, i. 156. 
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in my youth/ but do not you mm t thvy ucro like briber; *mu| 
both their Christian-iiames have e*«*#|w*il im*.' 

A third ComnuKsiirius wax «f Preiixst'n, »md had rcligmtiN literary 
tendencies. 1 aupjKtttu these Three served gratis; udunieers; but in* 
doubt under oath, and tied by atriet enough Prussian law, Physician, 
Vhaplaiu, Road-guide, here they are, probably of supreme quality, ready 
to our hand . 1 


Buchholz, after * his student time,’ bvemm* a poor Country- 
School master, and then a poor Country Parson, in his native 
Altnmrk. His poor Book is of innorcu!, elear, faithful 
nature, with some vein of ‘ unconscious geniality ' in it here 
and there; — a Book by no means so destitute of human 
worth as some that have stiperseiled it. This was posthumous, 
this ‘ Namt History? ant! has a Life of the Author prefixed. 
He lias four previous Volumes on fin- * Am 1 wit History of 
Brandenburg? which are not known to me, — Aland the Year 
1745, there were Four poor Schoolmasters in that region 
(two at Havelborg, one at Seehnusrn, out? at Werla-n), of 
extremely studious turn; who, in spite of the Film which ran 
between, used to meet on stated nights, for eoiloipiy, for 
interchange of Books and the like. One of them, tin* Wei tan 
one, was this Buchholz ; another, Seehatiseu, was tin* Wiuckel- 
mann so celebrated in after years. A third, one of tin* 
Havelbcrg pair, ‘went into Mecklenburg in a year or two, ns 
Tutor to Karl Ludwig the Prince of Sin-lit/* children,' - 
whom also mark. For the youngest of these St relit/ children 
was no other than the actual ‘Old Queen Charlotte ’ (ours 
and George ni.’s), just ready for him with her Horntmoks 
about that time * Let the poor man have what honour hi? can 
from that circumstance ! * Prince Karl Ludwig,’ rattier a 

foolish-looking creature, we may fall in with jmmmallv by 
and by. 

It was the 80th April 1782, seven weeks and n day si nee 

Crown-Prince Friedrich's Betrothal, tlmt this first IhmIv of 
Salzburg Emigrants, nine hundred strong, nrriv.nl at Berlin; 

1 Buchholt, JVtutste l'nunwbBr*mknkwtit, At (Uuht.ho (Iktbn, m*. 

3 vols. 4 to), i. XS5 n * 
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‘four in the afternoon, at the Brandenburg Gate’; Official 
persons, nay. Majesty himself, or perhaps both Majesties, 
waiting there to receive them. Yes, ye poor footsore mortals, 
there is the dread King himself ; stoutish short figure in blue 
uniform and white wig, straw-coloured waistcoat, and white 
gaiters ; stands uncommonly firm on his feet ; reddish, blue- 
reddish face, with eyes that pierce through a man : look upon 
him, and yet live if you are true men. His Majesty’s recep- 
tion of these poor people could not but be good; nothing 
now wanting in the formal kind. But better far, in all the 
essentialities of it, there had not been hitherto, nor was 
henceforth, the least flaw. This Salzburg Pilgrimage has 
found for itself, and will find, regulation, guidance, ever a 
stepping-stone at the needful pace ; a paved road, so far as 
human regularity and punctuality could pave one. That is 
his Majesty’s shining merit. ‘Next Sunday, after sermon, 
they ’ (this first lot of Salzburgers) ‘ were publicly catechised 
in church ; and all the world could hear their pertinent 
answers, given often in the very Scripture texts, or express 
words of Luther.’ 

His Majesty more than once took survey of these Pilgrim- 
age Divisions, when they got to Berlin. A pleasant sight, if 
there were leisure otherwise. On various occasions, too, her 
Majesty had large parties of them over to Monbijou, to 
supper there in the fine gardens ; and ‘ gave them Bibles,’ 
among other gifts, if in want of Bibles through Firmian’s 
industry. Her Majesty was Charity itself, Charity and Grace 
combined, among these Pilgrims. On one occasion she picked- 
out a handsome young lass among them, and had Painter 
Pesne over to take her portrait. Handsome lass, by Pesne, 
in her Tyrolese Hat, shone thenceforth on the walls of 
Monbijou; and fashion thereupon took-up the Tyrolese Hat, 

‘ which has been much worn since by the beautiful part of 
the Creation,’ says Buchholz; ‘but how many changes they 
have introduced in it no pen can trace.’ 

At Berlin the Commissarius ceased ; and there was usually 
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given flit* Pilgrim# n CiuuihUftt* Tlmologiir, w!u> wa;s to cotx- 
dud Ihi-m tilt* red of tin* way, and In* their Clergyman when 
omv HfltUni. Fiw hundred long mile* h| ill* Some were 
dupped «t Stettin ; mostly they twitched, %ln ge after stage, - 
four gruselteit n day, At the farther end they found all 
ready i tight cottages, tilbdde field*, nit implement* furuisluxl, 
ami stork*— even to * ihkrvkh* or Chanticleer with a modi- 
cum of I Iain. Ohl tteighlwurs* ami such a# liked each other* 
were put together ; field# grew green again, desolate scrubs 
and scrag# yielding to gnw unit coni, Wooden dock* even 
came to view,-—* for ilerehti^gmien neigldtour# nU* emigrated ; 
am! Swiss canto and llavnriawi find French ;~atid old trades 
were revival in those new legalities, 

Something beautifully mil idyllic in nil this* surely Yet 
do not fancy that it all went on like clockwork ; that there 
were not jarring* at every step* m h the way in thing* real 
Of the Prussian 'Minister chiefly concerned in settling this 
new Colony I have heard one saying, form! out of him in 
some pressure : 1 There must he Homebody for tt scolding* 
stock ami t*cape*go«i ; t will lie it* thru!* And then the 
Salzburg OflScials* what a hinnonr they were in ! No letters 
allowed from those poor Kmi^mnts ; the wickedest rumours 
circulated about them : • All rut tu piiatw tiy inroad of the 
Poles # Pressed for soldiers by the tYimian drill sergenut ;* 
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delusion wink to zero ; him! tin* true result ivmnntcd. In 
17‘}8, the Salzburg Emigrant (‘onumiuitv in IVettv.eii held, in 
all their Churches, 11 Day of Thanksgiving ; and admitted 
piously that, Heaven’s blessing, tif a trulh, had lieen upon 
this King ami them. There we leave them, a useful solid 
population ever since in those parts ; inneused by this time 
we know not how many fold. 

It cost Friedrich Wilhelm enormous Minn*, may the Old 
Histories ; pmtmbiy Hen turn i»f jp/ht* — that is to say, ten 
Hundrod-thoitsand Thalers ; almost 1 80,0(101,, mi lew* | But 
he lived to nee it amply rejmid, even in his own time ; how 
much more amply since ; — being a man skilful in investments 
to a high degree indeed, Fancy 180,000/. invested there, 
in the Bank of Nature herself ; and a Hundred million* in- 
vested, say at Bnlaelavn, in the Bank of Newspaper rumour : 
and the respective rates of interest they will yield, a million 
yearn hence! This was the most idyllic of Friedrich Wil» 
helm’s feats, and a very mil one the while, 

We have only to add or repent, that Sul /burgers to the 
number of about 7,000 souls arrived at their place this firwt 
year; and in the year or two following, less noted by the 
public, hut faring steadily forward itjion their four grcwhrn a 
day, 10,000 more. Friedrich Wilhelm would have gladly 
taken the whole ; * hut George ti, took a certain imndvrr,* say 
the Prussian Hooks (George it., or pious Trustees instead of 
him), ‘arid willed them at F.fiene/er in Virginia,' read, 
Ebcnezer in fiYor^iVi, where General Oglethorjve was busy 
founding a Colony.* Thera at tlliene/er l eahtilate they 
might go ahead, too, after the quest iunnhlo fashion of that 
country, mid increase ami swell j~» but have never heard of 
them since. 

Salzburg Emigration was a very rml transact ion on Fried- 
rich Wilhelms part ; hut it proved idyllic too, ami mad* a 

HVtitwn m PolUmont, twh <Ji*D Ms* lyjj, % •«! bk 

Trustees, fur m.»***A !« tsuy »u<-i 0 --..r „*•. , . - • r 

Tiadsl % Mafia »?6y), a*. in*. 
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great impression on the German mind. Readers know of a 
Book called Hermann and Dorothea ? It is written by the 
great Goethe, and still worth reading. ’Hie Great Goethe 
had heard, when still very tittle, much talk among the elders 
about this Salzburg Pilgrimage ; and how strange a thing it 
was, twenty years ago and more. 1 In middle life he threw 
it into Hexameters, into the region of the air ; and did that 
unreal Shadow of it; a pleasant work in its way, since he 
was not inclined for more. 


CHAPTER IV 

PRUSSIAN MAJESTY VISITS THE KAISER 

Majesty seeing all these matters well in train, --Salz- 
burgers under way, Crown- Prince betrothed according to his 
Majesty’s and the Kaiser’s (not to Iter Majesty’s, and high- 
flying little George of England my Brother the Comedian’s) 
mind and will, — -begins to think seriously of another enter- 
prise, half business half pleasure, which has Intern hovering 
in his mind for some time. * Visit to my Daughter at 
Baireuth,’ he calls it publicly ; but it means intrinsically 
Excursion into Bbhmen, to have a wort! with the Kaiser, and 
see his Imperial Majesty in the body for once. Too remark- 
able a thing to be omitted by us here. 

Crown-Prince does not accompany on this occasion ; Crown- 
Prince is with his Regiment all this while ; busy minding his 
own affairs in the Ruppln quarter only hears, with more 
or less interest, of these Salzburg-Pilgrim movements, of this 
Excursion into Bbhmen. Here are certain scrap of Letter* ; 
which, if once made legible, will assist readers to conceive his 
situation and employments there. Letters otherwise of no 
importance ; but worth reading on that score. The Jfnrf (or 
rather first three, which we huddle into one) Is from 4 Nnucn,* 
1 1749 wa* Gtwthe** biiih year. 
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few miles off Huppin ; where one of our lhittalions lit** ; 
requiring frequent visits there : 

1. To Grumkow , at Berlin (from the Crown- IViiiee) 

* Nftuen* nf*tti A§*rfl 1 7'M> 

•Mommvn my ukarkst Fhiknjo,— I sand you a t>i«r mass of papers, 

which n certain gentleman named Pliit* hue transmitted me. In faith, l 
know not in tin* least what it in : I pray you present it' (to hi* Majesty, 
or in the proper quarter), 'and make me rid of it. 

'Tomorrow I go to Potsdam* (a drive of forty mile* southward), to see 
the exorcise, and if wo do it here according to pattern. AW# Amen 
kehrm gut’ (New brooms sweep clean, in Umntm)-, *1 ahall have to 
illuHtrato my new character* of Colonel ; ‘and show that I ain t4n rflrh. 
tiger Qfflder (a right Officer). Be what 1 may, 1 shall to you always to,* 
etc* etc. 

Nauen^ 7 th Mag l?$2* # Tfamiiuitii! limit I« fW Informing mm littw 

everythin# H’otin-iin in lint narld. Tt*$f*#i§ fat frimi Nnrmil»ii»i the**# 
leagues* (imaginary, in Tobacco. Parliament) ' suspected to to forming 
against our House t But if the Kaiser don't abandon «•;' ' if tied 
second the valour of UO,mx) men resolved to spmul their lif«/~|*t »« 
hope there will nothing had happen. 

‘Meanwhile, till event* arrive, I make a pretty .Ur Imre (me trtmmm* 
ir» a important*), to bring my Hegimentto it* requisite perfection, and J 
hope 1 shall succeed. '11m other day 1 drank your dear health. Monsieur : 
and 1 wait only the news from my Cattle-atall that the Calf J am fatten- 
ing tliore is ready for sending to you. 1 unite Mar* and Hou-ekesplne, 
you see. Send me your Secretary's name, that l may address your 
totters that way to our Correspondence needing to to weret in certain 
quarters. * * * With a truly Infinite esteem Pntofcuo.* 

mum, rnh Mug 1732. * Vou will sen by this that | am eraet to 
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of telling it, renders thin Hunk interesting to the supreme degree. * * * 
I send you a fragment of my eurrespumlenre »tlU the most illustrhm* 
Siour Crochet,' some French Knvoy or Kmeomry, I ftuielmle : ' you per- 
ceivo we go on very sweetly together, amt are in a high strain. ! am 
sorry I burnt one of hi# Letters, wherein he assured me he would in the 
Versailles Antechamber itself speak of me to the King, and that my 
name lmd actually been mentioned at the King's Levee, It. certainly 
is not my ambition to choose tins illustrious mortal to ptiLlidi iny 
renown ; on the contrary, 1 should think it soiled by such a mouth, mid 
prostituted if lie were the publisher. Hut enough of the < Whet : the 
kindest thing wo ran do for so contemptible an object is to my nothing 
of him at all .’ 1 — * * 

Letter savml is to .Tiigermcister Hooke, Captain of the 
Potsdam Guard; who stands in great nearness to the King’s 
Majesty; and, in fact, is fast Ixeomiug his factotum in 
Army-details. We, with the Duke of IsuTuine and Majesty 
in person, saw his marriage to tin* Excellency < Vent A Friiulem 
Daughter not long since ; who we tried has made him happy ; 
— rich he is at any rate, and will he Adjutant General Indore 
long; powerful in such intricacies as this that the Prince has 
fallen into. 

The Letter has its obscurities ; turns earnestly tm Hermits 
tall and short; nor have idle Editors helped u», by the least 
hint towards ‘ reading ’ it with more than the rye*. Did 
Dessauer at this time is Commandant at Magdeburg; lltid- 
denbrock, perhaps now passing by Huppin, we know for a 
high old General, fit to carry messages from Majesty, or, 
likelier, it may he Lieutenant Huddculmxk, his Son, merely 
returning to Ruppin ? We ran guess, that the flattering 
Dessauer has sent his Majesty Five gigantic men from the 
Magdeburg regiments, and that Friedrich i* ordeml to hustle 
out Thirty of insignificant stature from his own, by way uf 
counter-gift to the Dessauer ; — which Friedrich dims iindniitly, 
but cannot, for his life, see how (being totally cashless) he is 
to replace them with better, or replace them at all ! 

* (Emm d4 FrMMtt serf. $s. 
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To Captain Um ki\ of the Pol mhi m Inmnl 

* I Mil dot) ft^r. 

* Man Hath vi lmt a piece of new* llutldrnhmrk hm hrmight me ! I 
nm to gt‘l nolliing mil «*f ilrumieiiimrff, my dear Hack*.*? Thirty men I 
had to shift out of my rum puny In erntm^wnm * (»*f MiMUImitir«rk*» 
order) ; hint! where am I now to get other thirty f 1 would gladly gho 
the King tnl I mm, nn Ilia Itawinuar lit Magdeburg dtie* ; toil I hum im 
money; mol I tlonT or not up for getting* *i* torn for mop* (thirty 
short for five tiill) # 4 m lie doe*. Ho try# In Unit Hrrlptum : To him that 
hath ahull hr given ; unit (mm him that hath not ahull bo taken a woy 
even that ho hath, 

£ Small art, that the IVIttra of Deaaau'a and ilia Magdeburg Regiment* 
lira fma, whan thoy have money at eommand, and thirty rtifii prmtU mm 
and above ! I, poor devil, have nothing ; nor ahull have, mil my day* 
Prithee, dour I lack# (hitim lhu t tfator fltirkt), think of nil that ; and if I 
have no money nllowotl, f mtmt tiring Aatmt* 1 alone m flemiii tir.it 
year* and my Regiment will to a rortainty lie rtihbUli (AVtwy), fine# t 
had learned a Herman Proverb — . . 

** Vrrtprfrkm nm§ ha Itm (To promt#* and to kaap) 

JKtrmt mtkl Jutytm uml difm ft# pretty fur jroitui and let oMH* 

* I depend nlfiii** mi you (Mo), dear Hark* ; tint*** yon kelp, there la a 
had out look, Today I Imve knocked again * (written to for money) i 
‘and If that dm** not help* it 1* over, If I eonld get any money to borrow, 
it would do ; hut I need tint think of that Help nto p then, deer Neeke 1 

I figure you I will mar remember It; who, at all time*, am, my dear 

I I err C*u)«ti&i(k*e devoted (gmm •errant end friend , 

# Tmn«nif*it / 1 

Tii which hi it I only thin Note, two tlttya Inter, to ftoken- 
dmf; indicating Unit the pnwmn of * borrowing * hm nlrwt«i| t 
in Home form, begun* — proeeea whirl* will hav© to continue, 
and to dove lop itaelf ;~~«ttcl that hi* Mnjcutj, m ,%ririntiirf 
well known, m macilvtdl upon Ills Iltihmtiiut journey t 

8 * To ihr (Immmt F§k UeugmthUr Grqftsm SmkmAmf 

•iapiin, im Jaif mm 

*Mx v«hv mu* here written to the ling, that I awed 


1 Recruit oak nowa to mm* 

% tft CJermee i ni, pa«t p* iff* 
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you 2,125 thalers for the Recruits ; of which he says there are IKK) paid ; 
there remain, therefore, 1,525, which he will pay you directly* 

' The King is going to Prague: I shall not he of the party' (an you 
will). ‘To say truth, I am not very sorry ; for it would infallibly give 
rise to foolish rumours in the world. At the same time, I should have 
much wished to see the Emperor, Empress, and Prince of for 

whom I have a quite particular esteem. I beg you. Monsieur, to assure 
him of it ; — and to assure yourself that I shall always be, - with a great 
deal of consideration, Monsieur , mon trh'-eher General, 

€ Euumhuo/ 

And now for the Bohemian Journey, 4 Visit at; Kladrup’ 
as they call it ; — -ttuppin being left in this assiduous and whole- 
some, if rather hampered condition. 

Kaiser Karl and his Empress, in this summer of 17H% 
were at Karlsbad, taking the waters for a few weeks, Fried* 
rich Wilhelm, who had long, for various reasons, wished to 
see his Kaiser face to face, thought this would he a good 
opportunity. Tine Kaiser himself, knowing how if stood with 
the Jiilich-and-Bcrg and other questions, was not anxious for 
such an interview ; still less were his official people ; among 
whom the very ceremonial for such a thing was matter of 
abstruse difficulty. Seek end orf accordingly had been instructed 
to hunt wide, and throw-in discouragements, so far as possible ; 
— which he did, but without effect. Friedrich Wilhelm had 
set his heart upon the thing ; wished to behold for once a 
Head of the Holy Roman Empire, and Supreme of Christen- 
dom ;■ — also to see a little, with his own eyes, into certain 
matters Imperial. 

And so, since an express visit to Karlsbad might; give rise 
to newspaper rumours, and will not suit, it is settled, there 
shall be an accidental intersection of routes, as the Kaiser 
travels homeward,— say in some quiet Bohemian Hellions or 
Hunting-scat of the Kaiser's own, whither the King may route 
incognito ; and thus, with a minimum of noise, may the 
needful passage of hospitality he done, hinny all of this ; 
only the Vienna Ministers are dreadfully in doubt about the 
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IwS'om'i Whether the ln.jH.i»i Iwml tan hr go,-. . (I forget 
if ibr kissing or for shaking)? l«*l they m*»Mly 

awinri* timt ii rmimit Ho «iwi; amt *»*»* hi. 

Majesty to umi.-r4.uni timt it tm»t l» rrfu^t 4 ’ H** 

mmvmitM'l my they ; *ml .Stake *«lrmiily their tug **g* 
Ntnisettw (XtuirnpiHisfit ) ! an.wen the |*m*»i*l» M<*jr»!y S mi, 
SeekentSnrf, settle nhmit .[natter*, rvnwlMil*l«> f«*»l, rmMumhlr 
lodging; mut I will do tiir i-irrmmiwi. 

Seckemiorf, Mint!. j*!iuu i»g int.i, f*n ?>*• ;> 't J *’ ■ *'■ 5 | 

in this place, tins written to Hi* Court : llmt »• t«» ll» 

victual department, l*i» Mnjcwly g«** hjhiii row) wmiw* 
; flesh, t** whirl* limy lw wMmI nil mmmwr of riwr fWi 
ftlB | tTiihs : mm mi old Hhn»i*h N hi* drink, with *mj.| dement* 
of hrowit Itnii of white Iwr. Dinner table to Iw *j»rr«il «I«*y» 
in mime airy jiiaee, garden hntt*e» trot, hig l***rt». 

Majesty likm air, of nit thing*; will .lecp »— - ‘ 1 ~“ 

barn ur gnnlni iuni*r t lietler anything than i wring *tillr.i. 
think* hi* Majesty, Win*, fur tin? tt»t, dur* not hkr imam ting 
stairs,* Thwm are the regulation* i **mI •» «*wd »«t ilmiht 
they were rmiiplietl with, 


Sunday, 87th July 17 M, nrnmiltigly, hi* M«j**tjr, *iih 
five nr sis carriage*, .juit* Herlin, leforr thr *un in «ij*. a* *• 
hi* wont ; eastward, hv the mml f«*r 1‘nnlfiirt on tfclrr j * i«» 
tends to look at Schulrtihurg’* rrgiMir»»t.‘ wiiirh lie* in thaw 
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any modem reader? It has gone nil to dusk ; we ran know 
only that it was human, solid, for most part, and had much 
tobacco intermingled. They were nil of the Calvinist k; 
persuasion, of the military profession ; knew that life is very 
serious, that speech without cause is much to he avoided. 
They travelled swiftly, dined in airy places : they are a Jm t, 
they and their summer dust-cloud there, whirling through the 
vacancy of that dim Time ; and have an interest for us, though 
an unimportant one. 

The first night they got to Grunberg ; a pleasant Town, 
of vineyards and of looms, across the Silesian frontier. They 
are now turning more southeastward ; they sleep here, in the 
Kaiser’s territory, welcomed by some Official persons; who 
signify that the overjoyed Imperial Majesty has, as was 
extremely natural, paid the bill everywhere. On the morrow, 
before the shuttles awaken, Friedrich Wilhelm is gone again ; 
towards the Glogau region, intending for Liegnitz that night. 
Coursing rapidly through the green Silesian lowlands, blue 
Giant Mountains (Hkaengfbirge) beginning to rise on the 
southwestward far away. Dines, at noon, under a splendid 
tent, in a country place called Polkwitz, 1 with country 
Nobility (sorrow on them, and yet thanks to them) come to 
do reverence. At night he gets to Liegnitz. 

Here is Liegnitz, then. Here are the Kutzlwch and the 
Black water (Schtmrmeumr), famed in war, your Majesty ; 
here they coalesce ; gray ashlar houses (not without inhabitants 
unknown to us) looking on. Here are the venerable walls 
and streets of Liegnitz; anti the Castle which defied Dntv 
Khan and his Tartars, five hundred years ago, ’—Oh, your 
Majesty, this Liegnitz, with its princely Castle, anti wide rich 
Territory, the hulk of the Silesian Dmland, whose is it if 
right were done? 11m, his Majesty knows full well; in 

1 ‘ Balkowitr,’ say PiillmU (ii. 40?} »»‘l Foniet ; which k i>..t ih* euneet 
name* 

53 1241, the Invasion, ami lUtie here, of this mje*|jtci<'t! WmtXmnm 
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Benkendorf* jinu'mt, itittl going on such an errand, wo must 

not speak of certain tiling. Hut tlu* uudi'puted truth it, Duke 
Friedrirh runic of the Sovereign Hast*, made that F.ihva 
mid his Grandson's Grandson died childless; m> 
the heirship fell to i/.t, as the biggest wig in the most henightnl 
Chancery would have to grant ; - only the Kaiser will not, 
never would ; the Kaiser plant* his wined self on Sihh-sieii, 
and will hear no pleading, .bigerndorf too, which we pur 
chased with our own money — No more of that ; it i» too 
miseruhle ! Very impossible too, while we have tlerg and 
Jiilieh in the wind ! 

At Liegnit/, Friedrich Wilhelm ‘review* the garrison, 
cavalry and infantry,' before starting ; then olT for Clint/, some 
sixty miles lieforc we ciui dine. The goal is toward* 
Bohemia, all this while; and his Majesty, had he liked the 
mountain -jw**es, and unlove! ways of the Giant Mountains, 
might have found a shorter road and a much more picturesque 
one, Bond abounding in gloomy valleys, intricate rock* 
labyrinths, haunts of Sprite Utthemhi, sources of the Kllie and 
I know not what. Majesty like* level roads, and interesting 
rock-labyrinths built by man rnllicr titan by Nature. Majesty 
makes a wide sweep round to the east of all that ; leaves the 
(limit Mountains, anil their intricacies, ns a blue Sierra far on 
his right, —had rather see Glatx Fortress than the caverns of 
the Ktlie ; and will cross into Bohemia, where the i tills aw 
fallen lowest. At Glatx during dinner, numerous Nobilities 
are again in waiting, Glut* is in .Bigerndorf region - : 
Jiigcmdorf, which we purchased with our own money, is and 
remains ours, in spite of the mishaps of the Thirty* Year* War ; 
- -mm t, tln» darkest Chancery would he obliged to say, from 
under the immeiisest wig I Patience, your Majesty ; lime 
brings roses ! •— 

From (ilntz, after viewing the works, drilling the guard a 
little, not to speak of dining, and despatching the Nobilities, 
his Majesty takes the road again ; turns now abruptly west* 
ward, across the Hills at their lowest point ; into Bohemia, 
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which is close at hand. Lewin, Naehod, those are the 
Bohemian villages, with their remnant of Czechs ; not a 
prosperous population to look upon : hut it is the Kaiser's 
own Kingdom: ‘King of Bohemia’ one of his Titles ever 
since Sigiamund Supir-Grammatkam'tt time. And here now, 
at the meeting of the waters {Elbe one of them, a brawling 
mountain-stream) is Jaromierz., respectable little lawn, with 
an Imperial Officiality in it, — -where the Oiiicial Gentlemen 
meet us all in gala, * Thrice welcome to this Kingdom, your 
Majesty ! ' — and signify that they are to wait upon us hence- 
forth, while we do the Kaiser’s Kingdom of Bohemia that 
honour. 

It is Tuesday night, 29th July this first night in Bohemia. 
The Official Gentlemen lead his Majesty to superb rooms, 
new-hung with crimson velvet, and the due gold fringes and 
tresses, — very grand indeed ; but probably not ho airy as we 
wish. ‘ This ia the way the Kaiser lodges in his journeys ; 
and your Majesty is to 1» served like him.’ The goal of 
our journey is now within few miles. Wednesday 80th July 
1783, his Majesty awakens again, within these crimson-velvet 
hangings with the gold tresses and fringes, not so airy as he 
could wish; despatches Grnmkow to the Kaiser, who is not 
many miles off, to signify what honour we would do 
ourselves. 

It was on Saturday last that the Kaiser and Kniserinn, 
returning from Karlsbad, illuminated Prag with their serene 
presence ; * attended high-mass, vespers,’ and a good deal of 
other worship, as the meagre old Newspapers report for us, 
on that and the Sunday following. And then, ‘ on Monday, 
at six in the morning,’ both the Majesties left Prag, for a 
place called Chlumetz, southwestward thirty miles off, in the 
Elbe region, where they have a pretty Hunting Castle; 
Kaiser intending * sylvan sport for a few days,' says the old 
rag of a Newspaper, ‘and then to return to Prag.' It is 
here that Grumkow, after a pleasant morning's drive of 
thirty miles with the sun on his back, finds Kaiser Karl vi. ; 
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£flX W- nm.mmeemenK «»d diphouati. *>'"* 

nCX nml Friedrich Wilhelm !«*it in PW-l««.«r 
and heard that Kaher Kurt was within thirty ««uh- »t hm 
Sv?«!rich Wilhelm would have cried, with open arms on, 

Z Majesty in «ther*.«- hnm|«rcd 

\m hxH rhiuhuimnthim* Aulif Cm.nedJor*, in vast nmyhnnU 

rf-1 ; «t-!y f £ ~t/ l^T 

settled that the meeting cannot “■ to U,hm«u. i 
mkdit lead to night's lodging*. and to mtmnrto*. Ut u 
bAt KladnnCwiv the Ampte wigged ; Khnlrujs an I'»P rl » 

S «d or IliicF-nn. Wf-n d«m. ndle- from th,; , her, 

i 8 room for nothing more than dinner. here Wl the 
meeting he, tomorrow at a set hour ; and, m the mean it. nr, 
we will take precaution* for the etiquette*, . ** > »' * 

and Grumkoi returns with the derision m « complimentary 

form. 

Through Kdnigsgriit/, dowtr the right hank of the V\>\*r 
Elbe, on the morrow morning. Ihuwiav dl»t J«l> «• • 

Friedrich Wilhelm rushes «» toward* Hlndrup ; find* Um 
little village, with the Horse edifices, harking stmg enough in 
the valley of Kibe alights, welcomed by tVmee I.ogemn 
von Savoye, with wtmi that the Kaiser »* not c««r, hut 
steadily expected soon. Mure Kugeuio v*m >«u»y ; 

Go#, it k another thing, your Highness, than when we met 
in the Flanders Wars, lung since; -at Mnlpln<|mt that 
morning, when your Highness had hern to lhu»»r #, tenting 
your Lady Mother in case of the worst ! Slightly grayer 
your Highness is grown ; I too ant nothing like so nimble i 
the groat Duke, poor man, is dead !— Prince Kugenm von 
Savoye, we need not doubt, took snuff, and ati.wewl in a 
sprightly appropriate manner, 

Kladrup is a Country House m well w a Horn I- ami : a 
square court is tlic interior, as I gather ; the Homebuilding* 
at a reverent distance forming the fourth side, In tin centre 
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of this court, — see what a contrivance the Aulic Councillors 
have hit upon, — there is a wooden stand built, with three 

staircases leading up to it, one for each person, and three 

galleries leading off from it into suites of rooms : no question 
of precedence here, where each of you has his own staircase 
and own gallery to his apartment ! Friedrich Wilhelm looks 
down like a rhinoceros on all those cobwebberies. No sooner 
are the Kaisers carriage- wheels heard within the court, than 
Friedrich Wilhelm rushes down, by what staircase is readiest ; 
foiward to the very carriage-door ; and flings his arms about 
the Kaiser, embracing and embraced, like mere human friends 
glad to see one another. On these terms, they mount the 
wooden stand, Majesty of Prussia, Kaiser, Kaiserinn, each by 
his own staircase ; see, for a space of two hours, the Kaiser’s 
foals and horses led about,— which at least fills-up any gap 
m conversation that may threaten to occur. The Kaiser, a 
little man of high and humane air, is not bright in talk ; the 
Empress, a Brunswick Princess of fine carriage. Granddaughter 
of old Anton Ulrich who wrote the Novels, is likewise of 
mute humour in public life : but old Nord-Teutschland, cradle 
of one’s existence ; Brunswick reminiscences; news of your 
Imperial Majesty’s serene Father, serene Sister, Brother-in- 
law the Feldmarschall, and Insipid Niece whom we have had 
the satisfaction to betroth lately,— furnish small-talk where 


inner being near, you go by your own gallery to dress. 
From the drawing-room, Friedrich Wilhelm leads out the 
Kaisennn; the Kaiser, as Head of the world, walks first, 

2ve g and f“& ^ H ° W ^ ^ the hea1 ^ 
£ olTfi T 1 '?. ^ GWerS and towels > is written duly in 

^itt ton! ’ wIT- ^ indifferent to Friedrich Wilhelm 
as it is to us; what their conversation was, let no man pre- 

toots the Loo ? U l Where there are t01 W there are 

#JL~ of men “ f . Tlme ' va ° s alwa y s > and with it the 

men. Kaiser and Kaiserinn have both been in 
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Karlsbad lately; Kaiser and Kaisermn both have sailed to 
Spain, in old days, and been in sieges and things memorable : 
Friedrich Wilhelm, solid Squire Western of the North, does 
not want for topics, and talks as a solid rustic gentleman 
will. Native politeness he knows on occasion ; to etiquette, 
so far as concerns his own pretensions, he feels callous alto- 
gether, — dimly sensible that the Eighteenth Century is setting 
in, and that solid musketeers and not goldsticks are now the 
important thing. ‘I felt mad to see him so humiliate him- 
self, ’ said Grumkow afterwards to Wilhelmina, 6 Jenrageais 
dans ma peau ’ : why not ? 

Dinner lasted two hours ; the Empress rising, Friedrich 
Wilhelm leads her to her room ; then retires to his own, and 

* in a quarter of an hour ’ is visited there by the Kaiser ; 

* who conducts him,* 1 in so many minutes exact by the watch, 
4 back to the Empress, 1 — for a sip of coffee, as one hopes ; 
which may wind-up the Interview well. The sun is still a 
good space from setting, when Friedrich Wilhelm, after 
cordial adieus, neglectful of etiquette, is rolling rapidly 
towards Nimburg, thirty miles off on the Prag Highway; 
and Kaiser Karl with his Spouse move deliberately towards 
Chlumetz to hunt again. In Nimburg Friedrich Wilhelm 
sleeps, that night; — Imperial Majesties, in a much- tumbled 
world, of wild horses, ceremonial ewers, and Eugenios of 
Savoy and Malplaquet, probably peopling his dreams. If it 
please Heaven, there may be another private meeting, a day 
or two hence. 

Nimburg, ah your Majesty, Son Fritz will have a night in 
Nimburg too ; — riding slowly thither amid the wrecks of 
Kolin Battle, not to sleep well ; — but that happily is hidden 
from your Majesty. Kolin, Czaslau (Chotusitz), Elbe Teinitz, 
— here in this Kladrup region, your Majesty is driving amid 
poor Villages which will be very famous by and by. And 
Prag itself will be doubly famed in war, if your Majesty 
knew it, and the Ziscaberg be of bloodier memory than the 
Weissenberg itself! — His Majesty, the morrow’s sun having 
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risen upon Nimburg, rolls into Pmg successfully about eleven 
A.M., Hill of Zisca not disturbing him ; goes to the Klein* 
Scite Quarter, where an Anlie Councillor with fine Palace is 
ready; all the cannon thundering from tin; walls at his 
Majesty’s advent ; and Prince Kugenio, the ever-present., beimr 
there to receive his Majesty* — and in fact to invite him to 
dinner this day at half-past twelve. It; is Friday 1st of 
August 1732. 

By a singular chance, there is preserved for us in Pass- 
in aim’s Book, what we may call an K&eerpt; from the old 
Morning Post of Pmg, bringing that extinct Day into clear 
light again; recalling the vanished Dinner-Party from the 
realms of Hades, as a thing that: once actually mu. The 
List of the Dinner-guests is given complete ; vanished ghosts, 
whom, in studying the old History-Hooks, you can, with a 
kind of interest, fish-up into visibility ut will. There is 
Prince Eugenio von Savoye at the bottom of the table, in 
the Count-Thun Palace where he lodges; there bmiilv, the 
little man, in gold-laced coat of unknown cut ; the eyes and 
the temper bright and rapid, as usual, or more; nose not, 
unprovided with snuff, ami lips in consequence rather open. 
Re seated, your Majesty, high gentlemen all. 

A big chnir-of-slale stands for his Majesty at the upper 
end of the table: his Majesty will mate of it; sits down 
close by Prince Eugene at the very hot tout, and opposite 
Prince Alexander of Wurtemherg, whom we had at Berlin 
lately, a General of note in the Turkish and other wars: 
here probably there will Ik: better talk ; and the big chair 
may preside over us in vacancy. Which it doe*. Prince 
Alexander, Imperial General against the Turks, and Heir- 
Apparent of Wurtemherg withal, can speak of many things, 
— hardly much of his serene Cousin Uw reigning Duke ; 
whose health is in a too interesting state, the good though 
unlucky man. Of the Gruvenitz sitting now in limbo, or 
travelling about disowned, ioujours un luvmrnt d at* trmmca, 
let there be deep silence. But the Prince Alexander can 



CHAP. IV.] MAJESTY VISITS THE KAISER 63 

xst-gth Aug. 1732] 

answer abundantly on other heads. He comes to his inherit- 
ance a few months hence ; actual reigning Duke, the poor 
serene Cousin having died : and perhaps we shall meet him 
transiently again. 

He is Ancestor of the Czars of Russia, this Prince Alex- 
ander, who is now dining here in the body, along with 
Friedrich Wilhelm and Prince Eugene : Paul of Russia, un- 
beautiful Paul, married the second time, from Mumpelgard 
(what the French call Montbeillard, in Alsace), a serene 
Granddaughter of his, from whom come the Czars, — thanks 
to her or not. Prince Alexander is Ancestor withal of our 
present c Kings of Wurtemberg, ,) if that mean anything: 
Father (what will mean something) to the serene Duke, still 
in swaddling-clothes, 1 who will be son-in-law to Princess 
Wilhelmina of Baireuth (could your Majesty foresee it); and 
will do strange pranks in the world, upon Poet Schiller and 
others. Him too, and Brothers of his, were they born and 
become of size, we shall meet. A noticeable man, and not 
without sense, this Prince Alexander ; who is now of a surety 
eating with us, — as we find by the extinct Morning Post in 
Fassniamfs old Book. 

Of the other eating figures, Stahrembergs, Sternbergs, 
Kinsky Ambassador to England, Kinsky Ambassador to 
France, high Austrian dignitaries, we shall say nothing ; — 
who would listen to us ? Hardly can the Hof-Kanzler Count 
von Sinzendorf, supreme of Aulic men, who holds the rudder 
of Austrian State-Policy, and probably feels himself loaded 
with importance beyond most mortals now eating here or 
elsewhere, — gain the smallest recognition from oblivious 
English readers of our time. It is certain he eats here on 
this occasion ; and to his Majesty he does not want for im- 
portance. His Majesty, intent on Julich and Berg and other 
high matters, spends many hours next day, in earnest private 
dialogue with him. We mention farther, with satisfaction, 
that Grumkow and Ordnance-Master Seckendorf are both on 
1 Born 21st January 1732 ; Karl Eugen the name of him (Michaelis, iii. 450). 
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the list, and all our Prussian party, down to Hacke of the 
Potsdam grenadiers, friend Schulenburg visibly eating among 
the others. Also that the dinner was glorious < herrlich ), and 
ended about five . 1 After which his Majesty went to two 
evening parties, of a high order, in the Hradschin Quarter or 
elsewhere ; cards in the one (unless you liked to dance, or grin 
idle talk from you), and supper in the other. 

His Majesty amused himself for four other days in Piag, 
interspersing long earnest dialogues with Sinzendorf, with 

whom he spent the greater part of Saturday , 2 results as to 

Jiilich and Berg of a rather cloudy nature. On Saturday 
came the Kaiser, too, and Kaiserinn, to their high House, the 
Schloss in Prag ; and there occurred, in the incognito form, 

< as if by accident,’ three visits or counter-visits, two of them 
of some length. The King went dashing about ; saw, de- 
liberately or in glimpses, all manner of things, — from c the 
Military Hospital ’ to ‘ the Tongue of St. Nepomuk ’ ag;ain. 
Nepomuk, an imaginary Saint of those parts ; pitched into 
the Moldau, as is fancied and fabled, by wicked King Wenzel 
(King and Deposed -Kaiser, whom we have heard of), for 
speaking and refusing to speak; Nepomuk is now become 
the Patron of Bridges, in consequence; stands there in 
bronze on the Bridge of Prag ; and still shows a dried 
Tongue in the world ; 3 this latter, we expressly find, his 
Majesty saw. 

On Sunday, his Majesty, nothing of a straitlaced man, 
attended divine or quasi -divine worship in the Cathedral 
Church, — where high Prince Bishops delivered pctllimns, did 
histrionisms ; ‘manifested the Absurditdt of Papistry’ more 
or less. Coming out of the Church, he was induced to step 
in and see the rooms of the Schloss, or Imperial Palace. In 
one of the rooms, as if by accident, the Kaiser was found 

1 Fassmann, p. 474. 2 Pollnitz, ii. 41 1. 

8 Die Legende vo?n heiligen Johann von Nepomuk, von D. Otto Abel (Berlin, 

1855 ) ; an acute bit of Historical Criticism. 
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lounging: — ‘Extremely delighted to see umr .Majesty !’ 
mid they had the first of their long or considerable dialogues 
together; purport has not transpired. The second com, idrr 
able dialogue was on tin* morrow, when Imperial Majesty, as 
if by accident, found himself in the (’mint Xostit/ I’nluee 
where Friedrich Wilhelm lodges, Delighted to be so for’ 
tunate again! Hope your .Majesty likes I Vug? Kteriml 
friendship, Oh jti : and as to Julieh and Berg? Barfieuinr* 
have not transpired. 

I nig is a plaee full of sights: his Majesty, dashing about 
in all quarters, has a busy time; affairs of stale (.Julieh and 
Berg principally) alternating with what we now call the linns. 
Ziscas drum, for in, stance, in (he Arsenal here ? Would volte 
Majesty wish to see Zisea's own skin, which he bequeathed to 
he a drum when hr find done with it ? * Xttmipusmi !'■ for 

indeed the thing is fabulous, though in character with Kisea. 
Or the Council ( liamfier window, out of which ‘ the Three 
Brag Brojeetiles fell into the Night t»f things,' as a modern 
Historian expresses it? Three Oifieial Heutlemen, flung out 
one morning,* 70 feet, but fell on * sewerage,' and did not die, 
Imt, set, tin* whole world on tire ? That is too certain, as his 
Majesty knows: that brought the crowning of the Winter- 
Kmg, Battle of the Weksenherg, Thirty Years War; and 
lost us tlugormlorf ami tmwh dm;*. 

Or Wallenstein's Balace, did your Majesty look at that ? 

A thing worth glancing at, on the score of History and even 
of Natural. History, That rugged son of steel' and g„n- 
powder could not endure the least, noise in his sleeping room 
or even sitting-room, a diflieulty in the soldiering wav of 
life; — and had, if I remember, one humlred and thirty houses 
torn away in Brag, and sentries posted all round in the 
distance, to secure silence for his much- -meditating indignant 
sou. And yonder is the Wcissenberg, conspicuous in the 
western Mib urban region - anti here in the eastern, close by, 
Aiseaberg ; > — O Heaven, your Majesty, on this Zisca- 
1 Dth May 1618 (Kulilcr, p. 507), 



(SG A JTKKNTK 'KSI HI’, LAST STAtiK | i:ch>K IX 

1 plinth Ang, 173 

Hill will he a new ‘ Hattie of Pm"," which will throw tin 
Weissenberg into eclipse ; ami there is awful fighting cominj 
on in these parts again ! - 

The third of the considerable dialogues in Prng was 01 
this same Monday night ; when his Majesty went to wai 
upon tht> Kaiserinn, and the Kaiser soon accidentally joino 
them. Precious gracious words passed ; on Berg and Jiilicl 
nothing particular, that we hear; and tin- High Personage* 
with assurances of everlasting friendship, said adieu ; an 
met. no more in this world. On his toilet- table Friedric 
Wilhelm found a gold Tobacco law, sent by the highest lad 
extant ; gold Tobacco-box, item gold Tobacco stopper <1 
Pipe-picker: such the parting gifts of her Imperial Maiest; 
Very precious indeed, and grateful to the honest heart; yi 
testifying too (as was afterwards suggested to the royi 
mind) what these high people think of a rustic Orson King 
and how they iling their nose into the air over his Tnlmgi* 
and him* 

On the marrow morning early, Friedrich Wilhelm rol 
away attain hmneward.M, hy Karishnd* by Ihureuih ; all it 
cannon of I Vug saying thrice, Good sped to him. 4 He hi 
had a glorious turns* said the Berlin Four! lady to Qnm 
Sophie one evening, 4 no end of kindness from the Imperii 
Majesties : but has he brought Berg and duiieh in li 
pocket ?'**'» Aliquot u fragment of them; nor of any Hid 
thing whatever, except it he tin* gold Tobacco box ; and tl 
confirmation of mtr claims on Had Friesland (cheap liber 
to let m vindicate them if we can)* if you reckon that; 
solid thing. These two Imperial gills such m they are, 1 
has consciously brought hack with him ; and perhaps tlunij, 
m yet; tmtumsehmsly* a third gift of much inure value, on 
it is developed into clearness; some dim trace 1 of insight in 
the no-meaning of these high people; and how they consul 
m as mere Ommn and wild Bisons, whom they will do tl 
honour to consume m provision, if we behave well ! 

The great King Friedrich, now (Yawn-Prince at Itnppl 
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writing of this Journey long afterwards,— hastily, incorrectly, 
as his wont is, in regard to all manner of minute outward 
particulars; and somewhat maltreating, or at least misplacing 
even the inward meaning, which was well known to him with- 
out investigation, but which he is at no trouble to date for 
himself, and has dated at random, — -says, in his thin rapid 
way, with much polished bitterness : 

'His' (King Friedrich Wilhelm's) * experience on this occasion served 
to prove that good-faith and the virtues, so contrary to the corruption of 
the age, do not succeed in it. Politicians have banished sincerity {la 
candour) into private life: they look upon themselves as raised quite 
above the laws which they enjoin on other people ; and give way without 
reserve to the dictates of their own depraved mind, 

'The guaranty of Julieh and Berg, which Seckendorf had formally 
promised in the name of the Emperor, wont-off in smoke; and the 
Imperial Ministers were in a disposition so opposed to Prussia, the King 
saw clearly ' (not for some years yet) f that if there was a Court in Europe 
intending to cross his interests, it was certainly that of Vienna- This 
Visit of his to the Emperor was like that of Solon to Croesus ' (Solon not 
recognisable, in the grenadier costume, amid the tobacco-smoke, and dim 
accompaniments ?)— * and he returned to Berlin, rich still in his own 
virtue. The most punctilious censors could find no fault in his conduct, 
except a probity carried to excess. The Interview ended as those of 
Kings often do : it cooled ' (not for some time yet), or, to say better, it 
extinguished the friendship there had been between the two Courts, 
Friedrich Wilhelm left Frag full of contempt' (dimly, altogether 
unconsciously, tending to have some contempt, and in the end to be full 
of it) * for the deceitfulness and pride of the Imperial Court: and the 
Emperor's Ministers disdained a Sovereign who looked without interest 
on frivolous ceremonials and precedences. Him they considered too 
ambitious in aiming at the I hwg- and -Julieh succession : them he regarded ' 
(came to regard) 'as a pack of knaves, who had broken their word, and 
were not punished for it/ 

Very bitter, your Majesty ; and, in all but the dates, true 
enough. But what a drop of concentrated absinth follows 
next, by way of finish, — which might itself have corrected the 
dating ! 

' In spite of so many subjects of discontent, the King wedded his Eldest 
Son ' (my not too fortunate self), ' out of complaisance to the Vienna 
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Court, with a Princess of Brunswick-Bevcrn, Niece to the Kinpress : ' — 
bitter fact; necessitating change of date in the paragraphs just written. 1 

Friedrich Wilhelm, good soul, cherishes the Imperial gifts. 
Tobacco-box included; — claps the Arms of East-1' riesland on 
his escutcheon ; will take possession of Friesland, if the present 
Duke die heirless, let George of England say what he will. 
And so he rolls homeward, by way of Baireuth. lie staid 
but a short while in Karlsbad ; has warned his Wilhelmina 
that he will be at Baireuth on the 9th of the month." 

Wilhelmina is very poorly ; ‘ near her time,' as wives say ; 
rusticating in 1 the Hermitage,’ a Country-House in the vicinity 
of Baireuth ; Husband and Father-in-law gone away, towards 
the Bohemian frontier, to hunt boars. (), the hustle and the 
bother that high lady had ; getting her little Country-House 
stretched out to the due pitch to accommodate everybody, — 
especially her foolish Sister of Anspach and foolish Brother- 
in-law and suite, — with whom, by negligence of servants and 
otherwise, there had like to have risen incurable quarrel on 
the matter. But the dextrous young Wife, gladdest, busiest 
and weakliest of hopeful creatures, contrives! to manage 
everything, like a Female Fieldmarshal, as she was. Papa 
was delighted ; bullied the foolish Anspach people, ~ or would 
have done so, had not I intervened, that the matter might 
die. Papa was gracious, happy ; very anxious about me in 
my interesting state. ‘ Thou hast lodged me to perfection, 
good Wilhelmina. Here I find my wooden stools, tubs to 
wash in; all things as if I were at Potsdam: a good girl; 
and thou must take care of thyself, my child (man hind)' 

At dinner, his Majesty, dreading no ill, hut intent only on 
the practical, got into' a quiet, hut to me most dreadful, 
lecture to the old Margraf (my Father-in-law) upon debt and 
money and arrears*. How he, the Margraf, was cheated at 


1 (Btwrts de FrMSrk (Mhmms d$ Mrmddmr$% L 162s* 
s Wilhelmina* it 55* 
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every turn, and ledkdwit by the nose, and kept wittering in 
debt: bow he should let the young Mnrgmf go into the 
Offices, to supervise, mid withal to leant tax-matters and 
economics betimes. How he (Friedrich Wilhelm) would send 
him a fellow from Berlin who understood such things, and 
would drill his scoundrels for hint ! To which the old 
Margraf, somewhat (lushed in the face, made some embarrassed 
assent, knowing it in fact to he true; and accepted the Berlin 
man : — but he made me (his poor Daughter-in-law) smart for 
it afterwards : ‘ Not quite dead »/<•(!, Madam ; you will have 
to wait a little ! 1 — and other foolish speech; which required 
to be tempeml-down again by a judicious female mind, 

Grnmkow himself was pleasant on this occasion told us 
of Kladrup, the Frag etiquettes ; and how he was like to go 
mad seeing his Majesty so humiliate himself. Friiulein 
Grnmkow, a niece of his, belonging to the Austrian Court, 
who is over here with the rest, a satirical intriguing baggage, 
she, I privately perceive, lias made a conquest ot my foolish 
Brother-in-law, the Anspach Margraf here; and there will 
be jealousies, and a cat-and-dog life over yonder, worse than 
ever ! Tush, why should we talk These are the phenomena 
at Baireuth ; Husband and Father-in-law having quitted their 
boar-hunt and hurried home. 

After three days, Friedrich Wilhelm rolled away again ; 
lodged once more, at Meuselwitz, with abstruse Seekendorf, 
and his good old Wife, who do the hospitalities well when they 
must, in spite of the single candle once visible. On the morrow 
after which, 14th August 1768, his Majesty is off again, ‘at 
four in the morning, 1 towards I *5 prig, intending to he home 
that night, though it is a long drive. At. JU'iprig, not to 
waste time, he declines entering the Town; positively will not, 
though the cannon-salvos are booming all round ; ‘ breakfasts 

in the suburbs, with a certain Horse-dealer {Utm-Hioulkr) 
now deceased : 1 a respectable Centaur, capable, no doubt, of 
bargaining a little about cavalry mountings, while one eats, 
with appetite and at one’s ease. Which done, Majesty 
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darts-off again, the cannon-salvos booming-out a second time ; 

and by assiduous driving gets home to Potsdam about Gig 1 ^ 

at night. And so has happily ended this Journey to Kladrup- 


CHAPTER V 

GHOST OF T HE DOUBLE-MARRIAGE RISES; TO TnTO 
PURPOSE 

We little expected to see the ‘Double-Marriage’ start-up 
into vitality again, at this advanced stage; or, of all men, 
Seckendorf, after riding 25,000 miles to kill the Double- 
Marriage, engaged in resuscitating it ! But so it is : by 
endless intriguing, matchless in History or Romance, the 
Austrian Court had, at such expense to the parties and to 
itself, achieved the first problem of stifling the harmless 
Double-Marriage; and now, the wind having changed, it is 
actually trying its hand the opposite way. 

Wind is changed : consummate Robinson has managed to 
do his thrice-salutary ‘Treaty of Vienna’; 2 to clout-up nil 
differences between the Sea-Powers and the Kaiser, and restore 
the old Law of Nature, — Kaiser to fight the French, Sea- 
Powers to feed and pay him while engaged in that necessary 
job. And now it would be gratifying to the Kaiser, if there 
remained, on this side of the matter, no rent anywhere, if 
between his chief Sea ally and his chief Land one, tire 
Britannic Majesty and the Prussian, there prevailed a complete 
understanding, with no grudge left. 

The honour of this fine resuscitation project is ascribed to 
Robinson by the Vienna people: ‘Robinson’s suggestion,’ 
they always say : how far it was, or whether at all it vas or 
not, nobody at present knows. Guess rather, if necessary, it 

1 Fassmann, pp. 474-4795 Wilhelmina, ii. 46-55 > Pollnitz, ii. 407 *-<4.1: as $, 
Forster, i. 328-334- 

2 1 6th March 1731, the tail of it (accession of the Dutch, of Spain, etc.) not 
quite coiled-up till 20th February 1732 : Scholl, i. 218-222. 
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bad been the Kaiser's own ! Robinson, as the thing proceeds, 
is instructed from St James's to 4 look on and not interfere ’ ; 1 
Prince Eugene, too, wo can observe, is privately against it, 
though officially urgent, and doing his best. Who knows, 
— or need know ? 

Enough that High Heads are set upon it; that the 
diplomatic wigs are all wagging with it, from about the 
beginning of October 1 7 52 ; and rumours are rife and eager, 
occasionally spurting-out into the Newspapers : Double- 
Marriage after all, hint the old Humours : Double-Marriage 
somehow of other ; Crown-Prince to have his English Princess, 
Prince Fred of England to console the Brunswick one for loss 
of her Crown-Prince ; or else Prince Karl of Brunswick to — 
And half-a-dozen other ways ; which Rumour cannot settle to 
its satisfaction. The whispers upon it, from Hanover, from 
Vienna, at Berlin, and from the Diplomatic world in general, 
occasionally whistling through the Newspapers, are manifold 
and incessant, — not worthy of the least attention from us 
here.- What is certain is, Benkendorf, in the end of October, 
is corresponding on it with Prince Eugene ; has got instruc- 
tions to propose the matter in Tobacco-Parliament; and does 
not like it at all. Grumkow, who perhaps has seen dangerous 
clouds threatening to mount upon him, and never been quite 
himself again in the Royal Mind since that questionable 
Noxli business, dissuades earnestly, constantly. ‘ Nothing but 
mischief will come of such a proposal,’ says Grumkow steadily ; 
and for his own share absolutely declines concern in it. 

But Prince Eugene’s orders are express; remonstrances, 
ennetations only strengthen the determination of the High 
Heads or Head ; Forward with this beautiful scheme ! Seck- 
endorf, puckered into dangerous anxieties, but summoning 
all his cunning, has at length, after six-weeks hesitation, to 
open it, as if casually, in some favourable hour, to his 
Prussian Majesty. December 5th, 1752, as we compute; — 

* Despatches, in State- Paper Office. 

1 Forster, iii. nr, J20, 108, 113, 122. 
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a kind of epoch in his Majesty's life. Prussian Majesty 
stares wide-eyed; the breath as if struck out of him; re- 
peals, Slulich and Berg absolutely secured, say you ? But ~ 
Inn, naP— and has not yet taken-in the unspeakable 
dimensions of the occurrence. c What? Imperial Majesty 
will make me break my word before all the world ? 
Imperial Majesty has been whirling me about, face now to 
the east, face straightway round to the west, ; Imperial 
Majesty does not feel that I am a man and king at all ; 
takes me for a mere machine, to be seesawed and whirled 
hither and thither, like a rotatory Clothes-horse, to dry his 
Imperial Majesty's linen upon. Tatmend Jfhnmrl 

The full dimensions of all this did not rise dear upon the 
intellect of Prussian ’Majesty*— -a slow intellect, but a true 
and deep, with terrible earthquakes and poetic tires lying 
under it, * — not at once, or for months, perhaps years to come. 
But they had begun to dawn upon him painfully here ; they 
rose gradually into perfect clearness: all things seen at last; 
as what they were ; with huge submarine earthquake for 
consequence, and total change of mind towards Imperial 
Majesty and the drying of his Pragmatic linen, in Friedrich 
Wilhelm. Amiable Orson, true to the heart ; amiable, though 
terrible when too much put upon ! 

This dawning process went; on for above two years to come, 
painfully, reluctantly, with explosions, even with tears* But 
here, directly on the back of 8eckendorf\s proposal, and re- 
corded from a sure hand, is what; we may call the peep mf-day 
in that matter; First, Session of Tobacco* Pari lament, dose* 
after that event. Kvenl is on the fdh December 1 7«W ; 
Tobacco Session is of the Uih glimpse of it is given by 
Speaker Grumkow himself; authentic to the lame. 

Session of Tobacco Parliament* fith tkeemher lldt-2 

Grumkow, shattered into * headache' by this Seaton, writes 
Report of it to Scckcndorf Indore going to bed. Look, 
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reader, into one of the strangest Political .Rslahlislnnents ; and 
how a strange Majesty comports himself there, directly after 
such proposal from Vienna to marry with England still! 
c Schwerin 1 is incidentally in from Frank furhomOder, where 
his Regiment and business usually lie: the other Honourable 
Members we sufficiently known Majesty has been a little out 
of health lately ; perceptibly worse the last two days, 
c Syberg 1 is a Gold-cook (Alchemical gentleman, of very high 
professions), came to Berlin some time ago ; whom his 
Majesty, after due investigation, took the liberty to hangd 
Readers can now understand what Speaker Grumkow writes, 
and despatches by his lackey, in such haste t 

€ 1 never saw such a scene as this evening. Rerschau, Schwerin, 
Buddenbrock, Rochow, Flatus were present. We had been about an 
hour in the Red Room ' (languidly doing our tobacco off and on), * when 
he' (the King) 4 Imd us shifted into the Little Room: d rove* out the 
servants ; and cried, looking fixedly at me : 44 No, 1 cannot endure it any 
longer ! En etosmt mir dan Herts ah/' cried he, breaking into German : 
(i It crushes the heart out of me ; to make me do a hit of KeoundreHhm, 
me, me ! No, 1 say ; no, never 1 Those damned intrigues ; may the 
Devil take them ! " — 

e K(jo (Grumkow), “ Of course, I know of nothing. But 1 do not com 
prebend your Majesty's inquietude, coming thus on the sudden, after our 
common indifferent mood." 

g King, ^ What, make me a villain 1 1 will tell it right out. Certain 

damned scoundrels have been about betraying me. People that should 
have known me better have been trying to lead me into a dishonourable 

scrape"— ( e Here I called-in the bounds, Je ram pi* fc« ehkm, report#* 

Grumkow, * ! for he was going to blah everything ; 1 interrupted, saying) ; 

1 Ego. “But, your Majesty, what is it rutiles you so? 1 know not 
what you talk of. Your Majesty has honourable people about you ; and 
the man who lets himself he employed in things against your Majesty 
must he a traitor," 

* King* ^ i4 Yes, ja, j *. 1 will do things that will surprise them. I 

'And, in short, a torrent of exclamations : which I strove to soften 
by all manner of incidents and contrivances ; succeeding at last,* bv 
dexterity and time (but, at this point, the light is now blown out, and 
we me no more) : — ' so that he grew quite calm again, ami the rest of the 
evening passed gently enough* 

1 Forster, ilk xa6* 
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* Well, you boo wluit the effect of your fine Proposal is, which you said 
ho would like ! I can tell you, it is the most detestable incident that 
could have turned up. I know, you had your orders ; hut you may 
believe and depend on it, he has got his heart driven rabid by the busi- 
ness, and says, “ Who knows now whether that villain tty berg” Gold** 
cook, that was hanged the other day, u was not set-on by some people to 
poison mo?” In a word, he was like a madman. 

f What struck me most was when he repeated, “Only think ! Think ! 
Who would have expected it of people that should have known me ; and 
whom I know, and have known, better than they fancy ! ” ’ Pleasant 
passage for tteckendorf to chew the cud upon, through the night- 
watches ! 

f In fine, as I was somewhat confused ; and anxious, above all, to keep 
him from exploding with the secret, I cannot remember everything. 
But Persehau, who was more at his ease, will be able to give you a full 
account He* (the King) ‘said more than once: **' This was Ins sick- 
ness ; the thing that ailed him, this : it gnawed Ins heart, and would be 
the death of him I” Ho certainly did not affect ; he was in a very con- 
vulsive condition/— hero is a piece of work, Herr tteeken* 
dorf !)— f Adieu, 1 have a headache,* Whereupon to bed itacMimw/ 1 

This Hansard Report weni-ofF direct; to Prince Kttgeue ; 
and ought to have been a warning to the high Vienna heads 
and him. But they persisted not the less to plen.se Robinson 
or themselves ; considering his Prussian Majesty to be, in 
fact 5 a mere rotatory Clothes horse for drying the Imperial 
linen on ; and to have no intellect at all, because he was 
without guile, and had no vulpmiam at; all* In which they 
were very much mistaken indeed* History is proud to report 
that the guileless Prussian Majesty, steadily attending to his 
own affairs in a wise manner, though hoodwinked and led** 
about by Black-Artists as he had been, turned out when Pact 
and Nature subsequently pronounced upon it, to have hint 
more intellect than the whole of them together, to have 
been, in a manner, the only one of them that had any real 
4 intellect, 1 or insight into Fact and Nature, at: all Corn 
summate Black-art Diplomacies overnetting the 1 hmerse, 
went entirely to water, running down Urn gutters to the last 
drop; and a prosperous Drilled Prussia, compact, organic in 
1 For*ter» Its* i|$ # l|4 
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every part, from diligent plough-sock to shining bayonet and 
iron ramrod, remained standing. * A full Treasury and 
£00,000 well-drilled men would be the one guarantee to 
your Pragmatic Sanction,’ Prince Eugene had said. But that 
bit of insight was not accepted at Vienna ; Black-art, and 
Diplomatic spider-webs from pole to pole, being thought the 
preferable method. 

Enough, Seckendorf was ordered to manipulate and soothe- 
down the Prussian Majesty, as surely would be easy ; to con- 
tinue his galvanic operations on the Double-Match, or produce 
a rotation in the purposes of the royal breast. Which he 
diligently strove to do, when once admitted to speech again ; 
— Grumkow steadily declining to meddle, and only Queen 
Sophie, as we can fancy, auguring joyfully of it. Seckendorf, 
admitted to speech the third day after that explosive Session, 
snuffles his softest, his cunningest ; — continues to ride dili- 
gently, the concluding portion (such it proved) of his £5,000 
miles with the Prussian Majesty up and down through winter 
and spring ; but makes not the least progress, the reverse 
rather. 

Their dialogues and arguings on the matter, here and else- 
where, are lost in air ; or gone wholly to a single point un- 
expectedly preserved for us. One day, riding through some 
village, Priort some say his Majesty calls it, some give another 
name, — advocate Seckendorf, in the fervour of pleading and 
arguing, said some word, which went like a sudden flash of 
lightning through the dark places of his Majesty’s mind, and 
never would go out of it again while he lived after. In 
passionate’ moments, his Majesty spoke of it sometimes, a 
clangorous pathos in his tones, as of a thing hideous, horrible, 
never to be forgotten, which had killed him, — death from a 
friend’s hand. * It was the 17th of April 1733, 1 riding 

1 All the Books (Forster, ii. 142, for one) mention this utterance of his 

Majesty, on what occasion we shall see farther on ; and give the date * * 73 2 > 
not 1733 : but except as amended above, it refuses to have any sense visible at 
this distance. The Village of Priort is in the Potsdam region. 
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through Priort, a man said something to me : it was as "if 
you had turned a dagger about in my heart. That man was 
he that killed me ; there and then f got my death ! ’ 

A strange passion in that utterance : the deep dumb soul 
of his Majesty, of dumb-poetic nature, suddenly brought to a 
fatal dearness about certain things. ‘Oh Kaiser, Kaiser of 
the Holy Roman Empire ; ami this is your return for my loyal 
faith in you ? I had nearly killed my Fritz, my W’ilhelmina, 
broken my Feekin’s heart ami my own, and reduced the 
world to ruins for your sake. And because I was of faith 
more than human, you took me for a dog ? Oh Kaiser, 
Kaiser ! ’—Poor Friedrich Wilhelm, he spoke of this often, 
in excited moments, in his later years; the team running 
down his cheeks, and the whole man melted into tragic 
emotion : hut. if Fritz were there, the precious Fritz whom he 
had almost killed for their sake, he would say, flashing out 
into proud rage, ‘There is one that will avenge me, though; 
that one ! Da steht Eimr , tier mirk rachen wirtt ! ' 1 Yes, 
your Majesty ; perhaps that one. And it will he. seen 
whether you were a rotatory Clothes-horse to dry their Prag- 
matic linen upon, or something different a good deal. 


CHAPTER VI 

KING AUGUST MEDITATING GREAT THINGS FOIt 
POLAND 

In the Newyear’s days of 1700, the topic among diplomatic 
gentlemen, which set many big wigs wagging, and even 
tremulously came out in the gray leaves of gazetteers and 
garreteers of the period, was a royal drama, dimly supposed 
to he getting itself up in Poland at this time. Nothing 
known about it for certain; much guessed. ‘Something in 
the rumour ! ’ nods this wig ; ‘ Nothing ! * wags that, slightly 
1 Forster, iS» 153. 
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oscillating; and gazetteers, who would earn their wages, ami 
have a peck of coals apiece to glad them in the cold weather, 
had to watch with all eagerness the movements of King 
August, our poor old friend, the Dilapidated Strong, who is 
in Saxony at present; but hound for Warsaw shoi t H , just 
about lifting the curtain on important events, it is thought 
and not thought. Here are the certainties of it, now cleat 
enough, so far as they deserve ft glance from us. 

January 10th, 1733, August the Dilapidated-Strong of 
Poland has been in Saxony, looking after his poor Electorate 
a little; and is on the road from Dresden homewards 
again ; — will cross a corner of the Prussian Dominions, as his 
wont is on such occasions. Prussian Majesty, if not appearing 
in person, will as usual, by some Official of rank, send a polite 
Well-speed-you as the brother Majesty passes. This time, 
however, it was more than politeness ; the Polish Majesty 
having, as was thought, such intricate affairs in the wind. 
Let Grumkow, the fittest man in all ways, go, and do the 
greeting to his old Patroon : greeting, or whatever else may 
be needed. 

Patroon left Dresden, — ‘having just opened the Carnival 1 
or fashionable Season there, opened and nothing more, — 
January 10th, 1733 ;* being in haste home for a Polish Diet 
close at hand. On which same day Grumkow, we suppose, 
drives forth from Berlin, to intersect him, in the Neumark, 
about Crossen ; and have a friendly word again, in those 
localities, over jolly wine. Intersection took place duly ;•••• 
there was exuberant joy on the part of the Patroon ; and such 
a dinner and night of drinking, as has seldom been. Abstruse 
things lie close ahead of August the Dilapidated -Strong, 
important to Prussia, and for which Prussia is important ; 
let Grumkow try if he can fish the matter into clearness out 
of these wine-cups. And then August, on his side, wishes to 
know what the Kaiser said at Kladrup lately ; there is much 
to be fished into clearness. 

1 Fassmarm, Lebm Frkdruk Augusts tks Grmm, p, 994* 
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Many are the times August the Strong has made this 
j ourney ; many are the carousals, on such and othei occasions, 
Grumkow and he have had. But there comes an end to all 
things. This was their last meeting, over flowing liquor or 
otherwise, in the world. Satirical History says, they drank 
all night, endeavouring to pump one another, and with such 
enthusiasm that they never recovered it ; drank themselves to 
death at Crossen on that occasion. 1 It is certain August 
died within three weeks ; and people said of Grumkow, who 
lived six years longer, he was never well after this bout. Is 
it worth any human creature’s while to look into the plans of 
this precious pair of individuals ? Without the least expense 
of drinking, the secrets they were pumping out of each other 
are now accessible enough, — if it were of importance now. 
One glance I may perhaps commend to the reader, out of 
these multifarious Notebooks in my possession : 

e August, by change of his religion, and other sad operations, got to he 
what they called the King of Poland, thirty-five years ago ; but, though 
looking glorious to the idle public, it has been a crown of stinging-nettles 
to the poor man, — a sedan-chair running on rapidly, with the bottom 
broken out ! To say nothing of the scourgings he got, and poor Saxony 
along with him, from Charles xii., on account of this Sovereignty so- 
called, what has the thing itself been to him? In Poland, for these 
thirty— five years, the individual who had least of his real will done in 
public matters has been, with infinite management, and display of such 
goodhumour as at least deserves credit, the nominal Sovereign Majesty of 
Poland. Anarchic Grandees have been kings over him ; ambitious, con- 
tentious, unmanageable ; — very fanatical too, and never persuaded that 
August's Apostasy was more than a sham one, not even when he made 
his Prince apostatise too. Their Sovereignty has been a mere peck of 
troubles, disgraces, and vexations : for those thirty-five years, an ever- 
boiling pot of mutiny, contradiction, insolence, hardly tolerable even 
to such nerves as August’s. 

< August, for a long time back, has been thinking of schemes to clap 
some lid upon all that. To make the Sovereignty hereditary in his 
House : that, with the good Saxon troops we have, would be a remedy ; — 
and in fact it is the only remedy. John Casimir (who abdicated long ago, 
in the Great Elector s time, and went to Paris,— much charmed with 


1 CEuvrcs de Frederic {Mtmoires de Brandebourg)> i. 163. 
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Ninon de TEnclos there) told the Polish Diets, With their liberum veto, 
and “right of confederation ” and rebellion, they would bring the country 
down under the feet of mankind, and reduce their Republic to zero one 
day, if they persisted. They have not failed to persist. With some 
hereditary King over it, and a regulated Saxony to lean upon : truly 
might it not be a change to the better ? To the worse, it could hardly 
be, thinks August the Strong ; and goes intent upon that method, this 
long while back ; — and at length hopes now, in few days longer, at the 
Diet just assembling, to see fruits appear, and the thing actually begin. 

c The difficulties truly are many ; internal and external : — but there 
are calculated methods too. For the internal : Get-up, by bribery, 
persuasion, some visible minority to countenance you ; with these 
manoeuvre in the Diets ; on the back of these, the 30,000 Saxon troops. 
But then what will the neighbouring Kings say ? The neighbouring 
Kings, with their big-mouthed manifestos, pities for an oppressed 
Republic, overwhelming forces, and invitations to “confederate” and 
revolt : without their tolerance first had, nothing can be done. That is 
the external difficulty. For which too there is a remedy. Cut-off suf- 
ficient outlying slices of Poland ; fling these to the neighbouring Kings 
to produce consent : Partition of Poland, in fact ; large sections of its 
Territory sliced away : that will be the method, thinks King August. 

Neighbouring Kings, Kaiser, Prussia, Russia, to them it is not grievous 
that Poland should remain in perennial anarchy, in perennial impotence ; 
the reverse rather : a dead horse, or a dying, in the next stall, — he at least 
will not kick upon us, think the neighbouring Kings. And yet, — under 
another similitude, — you do not like your next-door neighbour to be always 
on the point of catching fire ; smoke issuing, thicker or thinner, through 
the slates of his roof, as a perennial phenomenon ? August will conciliate 
the neighbouring Kings. Russia, big-cheeked Anne Czarina there, shall 
have not only Courland peaceably henceforth, but the Ukraine, 
Lithuania, and other large outlying slices ; that surely will conciliate 
Russia. To Austria, on its Hungarian border, let us give the Country of 
Zips • — nay, there are other sops we have for Austria. Pragmatic Sanction, 
hitherto refused as contrary to plain rights of ours, — that, if conceded to 
a spectre-hunting Kaiser ? To Friedrich Wilhelm we could give West- 
Preussen; West-Preussen torn -away three hundred years ago, and 
leaving a hiatus in the very continuity of Friedrich Wilhelm : would 
not that conciliate him ? Of all enemies or friends, Friedrich Wilhelm, 
close at hand with 80,000 men capable of fighting at a week s notice, is 
by far the most important. 

€ These are August's plans : West-Preussen for the nearest Neighbour ; 
Zips for Austria ; Ukraine, Lithuania, and appendages for the Russian 
Czarina ; handsome Sections to be sliced off, and flung to good neigh- 
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hours ; aR it were, all the outlying limbs and wings of ( he Polish ’1 erritory 
sliced off; compact body to remain, and become, by means or August, and 
Saxon troops, u Kingdom with government, not, an imaginary Hopublie 
without government any longer. In isn't, it was the “ Partition of 
Poland/’ such ns took effect forty years after, and has kept, the News- 
papers ' weeping ever since. Partition of Poland, minuo tho compact 
interior held under government, by a King with Saxon troops or other- 
wise. Compact interior, in that effective partition, forty years after, was 
left as anarchic as ever ; and had to he again partitioned, and cut away 

altogether, with new torrents of loud team from tho Newspapers, 

refusing to bo comforted to this day. 

‘It is not said that Friedrich Wilhelm had the least intention of 
countenancing August in these dangerous operations, still less of 
going shares with August; but ho wished much, through Crumkow, 
to have some glimpse into the dim program of them ; and August wished 
much to know Friedrich Wilhelm’s and Crumkow's humour towards 
them, (irumkow and August drank copiously, or copiously pressed 
drink on one another, all night (Uth-lllth January IT.’W, as 1 compute ; 
some say at Crossen, some say at Feauendorf, a royal domain near by), 
with the view of mutually fishing-out those secrets ;™ and killed one 
another in the business, as is rumoured.’ 


What were Gnimkow’s news tit home-coming, I <lkl not 
hear; but he continues very low am! shaky ; — refuses, almost 
with horror, to have the least hand in SoekemloiTs mad 
project of resuscitating the English Double- Man sage, and 
breaking-off the Brunswick one, at the eleventh hour and 
after word pledged. Sockets iori himself continues f o dislike 
and dissuade: hut the High Heads at Vienna are bent on if ; 
and command new strenuous attempts ; — literally at the last 
moment ; which is now come. 


CHAPTER VII 

CKOWN-PIUNCF/s MAKIUAGK 

Sracic November last, Wilhelmina is on visit at Berlin, — 
first visit since her marriage she stays there for almost ten 
months ; not under the happiest auspices, poor child. Mamma’s 
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reception of her, just off the long winter journey, and ex- 
tenuated with fatigues and sickly chagrins, was of the most 
cutting cruelty : ‘ What do you want here ? What is a 
mendicant like you come hither for ? ’ And next night, when 
Papa himself came home, it was little better. c Ha, ha, 1 said 
he, c here you are ; I am glad to see you.’ Then holding-up 
a light, to take vicVr of me : ‘ How changed you are ! ’ said he : 
‘ What is little Frederika ’ (my little Baby at Baireuth) 
‘ doing ? ’ And on my answering, continued : c I am sorry for 
you, on my word. You have not bread to eat ; and but for 
me you might go begging. I am a poor man myself, not 
able to give you much ; but I will do what I can. I will give 
you now and then a twenty or a thirty shillings (par dix ou 
doitze j florins), as my affairs permit : it will always be some- 
thing to assuage your want. And you, Madam,’ said he, 
turning to the Queen, 4 You will sometimes give her an old 
dress ; for the poor child hasn’t a shift to her back.’ 1 This 
rugged paternal banter was taken too literally by Wilhelmina, 
in her weak state ; and she was like * to burst in her skin,’ 
poor Princess. 

So that, — except her own good Hereditary Prince, who was 
here, c over from Pasewalk ’ and his regimental duties, waiting 
to welcome her ; in whose true heart, full of honest human 
sunshine towards her, she could always find shelter and 
defence, — -native Country and Court offer little to the brave 
Wilhelmina. Chagrins enough are here : chagrins also were 
there. At Baireuth our old Father Margraf has his crotchets, 
his infirmities and outbreaks ; takes more and more to liquor ; 
and does always keep us frightfully bare in money. No help 
from Papa here, either, on the finance side ; no real hope 
anywhere (thinks Seckendorf, when we consult him), except 
only in the Margraf ’s death : ‘ old Margraf will soon drink 
himself dead,’ thinks Seckendorf ; c and in the meanwhile there 
is Vienna, and a noble Kaiserinn who knows her friends in 
case of extremity ! ’ thinks he. 2 Poor Princess, in her weak 

1 Wilhelmina, ii. 85. 2 Ibid, ii, 81-m. 
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shattered state, she has a heavy lime of it; hut there is a 
tough spirit in her; bright, sharp, like a swift sabre, not to 
be quenched in any coil ; but always cutting its way, and 
emerging unsubdued. 

One of the blessings reserved for her here, which most of 
all concerns us, was the occasional sight of her Brother. 
Brother in a day or two 1 ran over from Jiuppin, on short 
leave, and had his first interview. Very kind and affectionate; 
quite the old Brother again ; and * blushed 1 when at supper, 
Mamma and the Princesses, especially that wicked Charlotte 
(Papa not present), tore-up his poor Bride at such a rate. 

4 Has not a word to answer you, but 1 V«y or No,' said they ; 

4 stupid as a block. 1 4 But were you ever at her toilet te ? 1 
said the wicked Charlotte: 3 4 Out of shape, completely : con- 
siderable waddings, I promise you: and then "—still worse 
features, from that wicked Charlotte, in presence of the 
domestics here. Wicked Charlotte ; who is to be her Sister- 
in-law soon ; — and who is always flirting with my Husband, 
as if she liked that belter ! — -Crown- Prince retired, directly 
after supper ; as did I, to my apartment, where in a minute 
or two he joined me. 

e To the question, How with the King ami you? he answered, “Thai 
his situation was changing every moment; that sometimes lie was in 
favour, sometimes in disgrace * that his chief happiness consisted in 
absence. That he led n soft and tranquil life with his Regiment at 
Ruppin ; study and music his principal occupations ; he had built himself 
a House there, and laid out a Harden, where he could read, and walk 
about.*' Then as to his Bride. I begged him to tell me candidly if the 
portrait the Queen and my Bister had been making of her was the true 
one. t( We are alone," replied he, “ and 1 will conceal nothing from you. 
The Queen, by her miserable, intrigues, has been the source of our 
misfortunes. Scarcely were you gone when she began again with Knglaml ; 
wished to substitute our Sister Charlotte for you ; would have had me 
undertake to contradict the King’s will again, and flatly refuse the Bruns- 
wick Match ; —which I declined. That is the source of her venom against 
this poor Princess. As to the young Lady herself, I do not hate her so 

3 4 x 8th November/ she says ; which date k wrong* if it were of moment (see 

CBuvns de Fridirk, xxvii, part 1st, where their C&rrapmuknm is). 
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much as I pretend ; I affect complete dislike, that the King may value 
my obedience more. She is pretty, a complexion lily-ami ■-rose ; her 
features delicate ; face altogether of a beautiful person. True, she !m:t 
no breeding, and drosses very ill : but I hatter myself, when she comes 
hither, you will have the goodness to take her in hand. I reeommeml 
her to you, my dear Sister ; and beg your protection for her. 1 ' It is mmy 
to judge, my answer would be such as he desired. * 

For which small glimpse of the fact itself, at first-hand, 
across a whirlwind of distracted rumours new and old about 
the fact, let us be thankful to Wilhelmina. Seckemlorfs 
hopeless attempts to resuscitate extinct English things, and 
make the Prussian Majesty break his word, continue to the 
very last; but are worth no notice from us. Grunt tow's 
Drinking-bout with the Dilapidated-Strong at CYossen, which 
follows now in January, has been already noticed by us. And 
the Dilapidated-Strong’s farewell next morning. 4 Adieu, 
dear Grumkow ; I think I shall not see you again I ' m he 
rolled-off towards Warsaw and the Diet,- will require farther 
notice ; but must stand-over till this Marriage he gut done. 
Of which latter Event,—' Wilhelmina once more kindling the 
old dark Books into some light for us, — the essential 
particulars are briefly as follows. 

Monday 8th June 1788, the Crown Prince is again over 
from Ruppin : King, Queen ami Crown-Prince are rendezvoused 
at Potsdam ; and they set-off with due retinues towards 
Wolfenbuttel, towards Salzdahlum the Ducal Heldoss there; 
Sister Wilhelmina sending blessings, if she bad them, on a 
poor Brother in such interesting cireumstanees. Mamma was 
‘plunged in black melancholy ’ ; King not the least; in the 
Crown-Prince nothing particular to be remarked. They 
reached Sakdahlum, Duke laid wig Rudolf the Gmndfalheri 
Palace,- one of the finest Palaces, with Gardens, with Antiques, 
with Picture-Galleries no-end ; a mile or two from Wolfem 
battel ; built by old Anton Ulrich, and still the ornament of 
those parts reached Salzdahlunt, Wednesday the HJtii; 

1 Wilhelmina, Vu 89. 
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where Bride, with Father, Mother, much more Grandfather, 
Grandmother, and all the sublimities interested, me waiting* iu 
the highest gala; Wedding to he on Friday next- 

Friday morning, this incident fell out, notable and some- 
what contemptible : Benkendorf, who is ol the retinue, 
following his had trade, visits his Majesty who is still in bed : 

« Pardon, your Majesty : what shall I say for excuse ? Here 

is a Letter just come from Vienna; in Prince Eugene’s hand ; 
—Prince Eugene, or a Higher, will say something, while it is 
still Lime!’ Majesty, not in impatience, reads the little 
Prince’s and the Kaisers letter. ‘Give-up this, we entreat 
you for the last time; marry with England after all!’ 
Majesty reads, quiet, as a lamb; lays the letter under his 
pillow; will himself answer it; - and does straightway, with 
much simple dignity, to the etfect, 4 For certain, Never, my 
always respected Prince!’ 1 Heckcndorf, having thus shot his 
last holt, does not stay many hours longer at Salzdahlum 
may as well quit Friedrich \\ ilhchn altogether, tor any good 
he will henceforth do upon him. This is the one incident 
between the Arrival at Salzdahlum and the Wedding there. 

Same Friday, mb dune 1788, at a more advanced hour, 
the Wedding itself took died ; Wedding which, in spite of the 
mad rumours and whispers, in the Newspapers, Diplomatic. 
Despatches and elsewhere, went of!’, in all respects, precisely 
as other weddings do ; a quite human W editing now and 
afterwards. Officiating Clergyman was tin* Reverend Hen* 
Mosheim: renders know with approval tin* EcclcxhtsCtcul 
Ifi.Htmj of Mosheim: he, in the beautiful Chapel of the 
Schloss, with Majesties ami Brunswick Sublimities looking on, 
performed the ceremony : and Crown- Prims* Friedrich of 
Prussia has fairly wedded the Serene Princess Elizabeth 
Christina of Brunswick- Bevern, age eighteen coming, manners 
rather awkward, complexion lily -and rose ; — and History is 
right glad to have done with the wearisome affair, and know 

1 Account of the Interview by Serkemhaf, in Duster, «>• uy-fSS! Copy of 

the Answer itself is in the State-l'iqier Otlice here. 
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it settled on any tolerable terms whatever. Here is a Note 
of Friedrich's to his dear Sister, which has been preserved : 


To Princess Wilhelmina of Baireath, at Berlin 

* S&Mahhxm, Noon, 12th .Tune 1733. 

‘Mr dear Sister, — A minute since, the whole Ceremony was got 
finished ; and God be praised it is over ! I hope you will take it as a 
mark of my friendship that I give you the first news of it. 

‘I hope X shall have the honour to see you again soon ; and to assure 
you, my dear Sister, that I am wholly yours (tout a vans). I write in 
great haste ; and add nothing that is merely formal Adieu. 11 

‘Fit&nfouo*’ 

One Keyserling, the Prince's favourite gentleman, came 
over express, with this Letter and the more private news ; 
Wilhelmina being full of anxieties. Keyserling said, The 
Prince was inwardly 4 well content with his lot; though he 
had kept-up the old farce to the last ; and pretended to be 
in frightful humour, on the very morning; bursting-out upon 
his valets in the King's presence, who reproved him, and 
looked rather pensive,’— recognising, one hopes, what a sacri- 
fice it was. The Queen's Majesty, Keyserling reported, 4 was 
charmed with the style and ways of the Brunswick Court ; 
but could not endure the Princess-Royal ’ (new Wife), 4 ami 
treated the two Duchesses like dogs (comme dm ckiemy u 
Reverend Abbot Mosheim (such his title; I lead Churchman, 
theological chief of Helmstadt University in those parts, with 
a couple of extinct little Abbacies near by, to help Ins stipend) 
preached next Sunday, 4 On the Marriage of the Righteous,’ 
— felicitous appropriate Sermon, said a grateful public ; *1 
and in short, at Sakdahlum all goes, if not as merry m some 
marriage-bells, yet without jarring to the ear. 

On Tuesday, both the Majesties set-out towards Potsdam 
again ; 4 where his Majesty, 1 having business waiting, 4 arrived 
some time before the Queen. 1 Thither also, before the week 

1 aCuvres, xxvil part rst, p. 9. * WithetmiRA, IS, 114. 

8 Text, Psalm xcii. xz $ * Sermon printed in Mosheim’* tVm lid 
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ends, Crown-Prince Friedrich with his Bride, and all the 

Serenities of Brunswick escorting, are upon the road, duly 

detained by complimentary harangues, tedious scenic evolutions 
at Magdeburg and the intervening Towns ; — grand entrance 
of the Princess-Royal into Berlin is not till the 27th, last day 
of the week following. That was such a day as Wilhelmina 
never saw ; no sleep the night before ; no breakfast can one 
taste : between Charlottenburg and Berlin, there is a review 
of unexampled splendour ; ‘ above eighty carriages of us,’ and 
only a tent or two against the flaming June sun : think of 
it ! Review begins at four a.m. ; — poor Wilhelmina thought 
she would verily have died, of heat and thirst and hunger, in 
the crowded tent, under the flaming June sun ; before the 
Review could end itself, and march into Berlin, trumpeting 
and salvoing, with the Princess-Royal at the head of it. 1 

Of which grand flaming day, and of the unexampled balls 
and effulgent festivities that followed, ‘all Berlin ruining 
itself in dresses and equipages,’ we will say nothing farther ; 
but give only, what may still have some significance for 
readers, Wilhelmina’s Portrait of the Princess-Royal on their 
first meeting, which had taken place at Potsdam two days 
before. The Princess-Royal had arrived at Potsdam too, on 
that occasion, across a grand Review ; Majesty himself riding 
out. Majesty and Crown-Prince, who had preceded her a little, 
to usher in the poor young creature ; — Thursday June 25th 
1733: 

‘The King led her into the Queen’s Apartment ; then seeing, after she 
had saluted us all, that she was much heated and dispowdered (depoudrte), 
he hade my Brother take her to her own room. I followed them thither. 
My Brother said to her, introducing me : “This is a Sister I adore, and 
am obliged to beyond measure. She has had the goodness to promise 
me that she will take care of you, and help you with her good counsel ; 

I wish you to respect her beyond even the King and Queen, and not to 
take the least step without her advice : do you understand ? ” I embraced 
the Princess-Royal, and gave her every assurance of my attachment; 
but she remained like a statue, not answering a word. Her people not 


1 Wilhelmina, ii. 127-129. 
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being coma, I rcpowdered her myself, an <2 readjusted her dmw u little, 
without the least sign of thanks from her, or any answer to all my 
earessings. My Brother got impatient at last ; am! said alum! : “ !hn ii's 
in the blockhead (Pmte wit tin la hate)*, thank my Sister, then ! M Site 
made me a curtsy, on the model of that of Agnes in the AVu.V ikn i'nmmrs. 
I took her back to the Queen’s Apartment; little eddied by such a dis- 
play of talent. 

‘ The Princess- Royal is tall ; her figure is not fine ; stooping slightly, 
or hanging forward, as she walks or stands, which gives her un awkward 
air. Her complexion is of dazzling whiteness, heightened by the liveliest 
colours : her eyes are pale blue, and not of much promise for spiritual 
gifts. Mouth small ; features generally small,— dainty {mhjtmm) rather 
than beautiful and the countenance altogether It* so innocent and 
infantine, yon would think this head belonged to a child of twelve. Her 
hair is blond, plentiful, curling in natural locks. Teeth are unhappily 
very bad, black and ill-set ; which are a disfigurement in this fine face, 
She has no maimers, nor the least vestige of tact ; has much ddlkulfy in 
speaking and making herself understood : for most part you are obliged 
to guess what; she means ; which is very embarrassing/ 1 

The Berlin gaieties, — for Karl, Heir- Apparent; of Bruns- 
wick, brother to this Princess- Royal, wedded his Charlotte, 
too, about a week hence," — did not end, and the serene 
Guests disappear, till far on in July. After which an Inspec- 
tion with Papa; and then Friedrich got hack to Ruppin and 
his old way of life there. Intrinsically the old studious, 
quietly diligent way of life; varied by more frequent event-, 
sions to Berlin • — where as yet the Princess Royal usually 
resides, till some lit residence he got ready in the Ruppin 
Country for a wedded Crown- Prince and her.’ 

The young Wife had tut honest guileless heart; if tittle 
articulate intellect, considerable inarticulate sense ; did not 
fail to learn tact, perpendicular attitude, speech enough; 
and I hope kept well dear of pouting (/hire la J'tiiha-% it 
much more dangerous rock for her. With the guv temper 
of eighteen, ami her native loyalty of mind, she seems to have 
shaped herself successfully to the Prince’s taste; and growing 
yearly graeefuler and better-looking, was un ornament and 
1 Wilhelmina, ii. 119-121, * 3 ,| |„|y , 7!} _ 
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pleasant addition to his Ituppin existence. These first seven 
years, spent at Berlin or in the Rnppin (juarter, she always 
regarded as the flower of her life . 1 

Papa, according to promise, has faithfully provided a 
Crown-Prince Palace at Berlin ; all trimmed and furnished, 
for occasional residences there; the late ‘Government House’ 
(originally Schomfwrg House), new-built, — which is, to this 
day, one of the distinguished Palaces of Berlin. Princess- 
Royal had Schbnhauscn given her ; a pleasant Royal Mansion 
some miles out of Berlin, on the Ituppin side. Furthermore, 
the Prince-Royal, being now a wedded man, has, as is custo- 
mary in such case, a special Amt (Government District.) set 
apart for his support; the ‘Amt of Rnppin,’ where his busi- 
ness lies. What the exact revenues of Rnppin are, is not 
communicated; hut we can justly fear they were far too 
frugal, — and excused the underhand borrowing, which is 
evident enough as a painful shadow in tin* Prince’s life hence- 
forth. He does not seem to have been wasteful ; hut he 
borrows all round, under sevenfold secrecy, from benevolent 
Courts, from Austria, Russia, England : and the only pleasant 
certainty we notice in such painful business is, that, on his 
Accession, he pays with exactitude, — semis his Uncle George 
of England, for example, the complete amount in rouleaus of 
new coin, by the first courier that goes." 

A thought too frugal, his Prussian Majesty : hut he means 
to be kind, bountiful; and occasionally humches-out into 
handsome munificence. This very Autumn, hearing that the 
Crown-Prince and his Princess fancied Reinsherg, an old 

Castle in their Amt Rnppin, some miles north of them,- his 

Majesty, without word spoken, straightway purchased Reins- 
berg, Sohloss and Territory, from the owner; gave it to his 
Crown-Prince, and gave him money to now-huild it according 
to his mind." Which the Crown-Prince did with much 

1 Bflsching (Autobiography, fieytrSge, vi.) heard her say so, in advanced years. 
s Despatch (or adjacent date) in the State- Paper Office here, 

* 23d Oct. 1733— 16th March 1734 (Preuss, i. 75), 
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interest, under very wise iimnfeettmu ndva-e, for tin- next 
three years ; then went into it, to reside ; \< i did not cea e 

new-building, improving, artist ieuliy adorning, till it heroine 
in all points the image of his taste, 

A really handsome princely kind of residence, that of 
Jieinsberg : — got-tip with a thrift that most of all astonishes 
us. In which improved locality we shall by anil by look in 
upon him again. For the present we must to Warsaw, 
where tragedies and troubles are in the wind, which turn 
out to be not quite without importance to the 1‘row n Prince 
and us. 


C II APT Kit VIII 

KING AUGUST I) IKS ; AND POLAND 'PAULS J l»K 

Mkakwhu.k, over at Warsaw, there has an F.vrni fallen out. 
Friedrich, writing rapidly from vague reminiscence, ns hr 
often does, records it as ‘during the marriage festivities’ ; ‘ 
but it was four good months earlier. Event we must now 
look at for a moment. 

In the end of January last, we left Grumkow in n low and 
hypochondriacal state, much shaken In that drinking hoot at 
Crossen, when the Polish Majesty and he were so anxious to 
pump one another, by copious priming with Hungary wine, 
About a fortnight after, in the first, days of February Yellow 
ing (day is not given), Grumkow reported something euriott*. 
‘In my presence,’ says Wilhelmina, ‘and that of forty pet- 
sons, ’ for the thing was much talked about, ‘ Grumkow .„dd 
to the King one morning : “Ah Hire, lam in despair; the 
poor Patroon is dead ! I was lying broad awake, last night 
all on a sudden, the curtains of mv bed Hew asunder : I saw 
him; he was in a shroud : he gam! fixedly at me ; I tried to 
start up, being dreadfully taken ; hut 'the phantom di, 
appeared.” ’ Here was tin illustrious ghost-story for beritu, 

1 (Emm {Ml m. tit fimnJiieitrg), i, i(,j. 
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in a day or two when the Courier came. 6 Died at the very 
time of the phantom ; Death and phantom were the same 
night; say Wilhelmina and the miraculous Berlin public,— 
but do not say what night for either of them it was. 1 By 
help of which latter circumstance the phantom becomes 
reasonably unmiraculous again, in a nervous system tremulous 
from drink. 4 They had been sad at parting; Wilhelmina 
says, c having drunk immensities of Hungary wine; the 
Patroon almost weeping over his Grumkow : "Adieu, my 
dear Grumkow;’ said he ; a I shall never see you more 

Miraculous or not, the catastrophe is true : August, the 
once Physically Strong, lies dead and there will be no 
Partition of Poland for the present. He had the Diet ready 
to assemble; waiting for him, at Warsaw ; and good trains 
laid in the Diet, capable of fortunate explosion under a good 
engineer. Engineer, alas ! The Grumkow drinking-bout 
had awakened that old sore in his foot : he came to Warsaw, 
eager enough for business; but with his stock of strength all 
out, and Death now close upon him. The Diet met, 2(Sth- 
27th January ; engineer all alert; about the good trains laid, 
and the fortunate exploding of them ; when, almost on the 
morrow, — 4 Inflammation has come on ! ’ said the Doctors, 
and were futile to help farther. The strong body, and its 
life, was done ; and nothing remained but to calkin the 
Archbishop, with his extreme unctions and soul-apparatus. 

August made no moaning or recalcitrating; took, on the 
prescribed terms, the inevitable that had come. Has been a 
very great sinner, he confesses to the Archbishop : 4 1 have 
not at present strength to name my many and great sins to 
your Reverence; said he; 4 I hope for mercy on the’- on 
the usual rash terms. Terms perhaps known to August to 
be rash ; to have been frightfully rash ; but wind, can he 
now do? Archbishop thereupon gives absolution of his 
sins ; Archbishop does,— a haddish, unlikely kind of man, as 

1 Wilhelmina, ii. 98. Event happened, 1st February 5 news of it came 
Berlin, 4th February : Fassmann (p. 485) ; Buehhttl* ; cic, 
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during such sad absuluticm-mtumiu-rv ; and in that pro inn- 
had breathed his last, before it was well over . 1 I »/‘PP< 
soul; who shall judge him ?■ - tmnseenden! King of <aim-i.ni. 
Flunkies; not without fine qualities, which he tinned to such 
a use amid the temptations of this world ! 


Poland has to find a new king 

His death brought vast miseries on Poland ; kindled 
Europe generally into fighting, and gave our Grown Prince hi, 
first actual sight and experience of the facts of War. For 
which reason, hardly for another, the thing having otherwise 
little memorability at present, let ns give some brief synopsA 
of it, the briefer the better. Here, excerpted h*m limit* ■ 
farious old Notebooks, are some main beads of the atlair ; 

'On the disappearance of August the Strong, hi« plain* of J’ntfifitHtioB 
Poland disappeared too, and hi# film trains in tine I lief nbrd§4ted them - 
selves. The Diet had now nothing to do, hut prochum thy* * mmng 
Election, giving a date to it; and go homo to omiwilar a little win on thin 
would elect. 2 A question weighty to Poland, Ami tin! likely to ho 
settled by Poland alone or chiefly ; the sublime Itopnhlir, with 
veto , and Diets capable only of anarchic name, having now rwlnul mth 
a stage that its Neighbours everywhere* stood upon its nkiru ; n.tkim#* 
<c Whitherward, then, with your anarchy? Not thi* nay ; we that 
way !" — and were apt; to get to battle about it, before *w*h a thing mild 
be settled. A house, in your street, with perpetual t»m»4e coining 
through the slates of it, is not a pleasant house to he neighbour to * 
One honest interest the neighbours have, in an Kietimn < n»i» there* 
That the house do not get on fire, and kindle them. inters?*, 

in the way of theft and otherwise, they may have without limit 
* The poor house, during last Election when Attgmt the 

Strong was dung out, and Stanislaus brought t «; thriaW pi***mM mo 
by Charles xii., with Cssar Peter ami otherg hanging on the m«t*kiH*« 

1 1 Sunday ist February 1733, quarter past 4 a.**/ fFawoami, 1 §Hh fir* 4 m-i** 
Augusti K'onigs in Pohloi, pp, 994 007b 

9 * Interregnum proclaimed/ nth February ; ‘PwYmlmtf Dirt it* nwn 9««t 
April ; — meets ; settles, before May is dime, that the Fdrilmn »b*!! fagm #$*H 
August : it must end in six weeks thereafter* by law of chi land. 
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as Opposition party, —fairly got into flame; 1 * but w as ' *< pun i c h e d Vh nva 1 
a^ain by that stout Swede ; and his Stanislaus, a native Polo, was left; 
peaceably as King for the .years then running. Years ran ; and Stanislaus 
was thrown out, Charles himself being thrown out; and had to make 
way for August the Strong again an ejected Stanislaus : King only in 
title ; known to most readers of this time. 3 

* Poor man, he has been living in Zwoibruek, in Weissonburg and 
such places, in that Debateablo French-German region,— which the 
French are more and more getting stolen to themselves, in late centuries : 
— generally on the outskirts of France he lives ; having now connexions 
of the highest quality with France. He has had fine Country-houses 
in that; Zwoibruek (Two- Bridge, I)eux~ Fonts) region ; had always the 
ghost of a Court there; plenty of money,— a sinecure Country-gentle- 
man life and no complaints have been heard from him. Charles xn. 
as proprietor of Deux- Fonts, had first of all sent him into those parts 
for refuge ; and in general, easy days have been the lot of Stanislaus 
there. 

f Nor has^History spoken of him since, except on one small occasion : 
when the branch Politician Gentlemen, at a certain crisis of their game 
chose a Daughter of his to he Wife for young Louis xv., and bring royal 
progeny, of which they were scarce. This was in 1724-5; Due do 
Bourbon, and other Politicians male and female, finding that the best 
move. A thing wonderful to the then Gazetteers, for nine days ; but 
not now worth much talk. The good young Lady, it is well known, a 
very pious creature, and sore tried in her new station, did bring royal 
progeny enough, —and might as well have held her hand, had she fore- 
seen what would become of them, poor souls! This was a great event 
for Stanislaus, the sinecure Country-gentleman, in his French -German 
rustication. One other thing I have read of him, infinitely smaller, out 
of those ten years ; in Zweibruck Country, or somewhere in that French- 
German region, he “ built a pleasure-cottage/' conceivable to the mind, 

“ aml call ed it Behuhflkk (Shoe-Patch)/* 3 -a name that touches one's fancy 
on behalf of the innocent soul Other fact I will not remember of him. 
He is now to quit Shoe-Patch and Ins pleasant Weisnenhurg Castle ; to 
come on the public stage again, poor man; and suffer a second season of 

1 Description of it in Kohler, Munzhtmtigungen, vi. 228-330. 

8 Stanislaus Lesezinsky, * Woywode of Posen/ bom 1077 • King of Poland, 
Charles xn. superintending, 1704 (age then 27}; driven out 1700, went to 
Charles xn. at Bender; to ZweibrUek, 1714 j thence, on Charles's death, to 
Weissonburg (Alsace, or Straslmrg Country); Daughter married to Louis xv., 
1725. Age now S^-IItthner, t. 97 ; Eutmre tie Stanislas A'&i dt Paimme 
(English Translation, London, 1741), pp. 96-126; etc. 

* BUsching, Erdbeschreibung, v., 1194. 
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mischances and disgraces still worse than the first. As we shall see 
presently ; — a new Polish Election Crisis having* come ! — 

c What individual the Polish Grandees would have chosen for King if 
entirely left alone to do it? is a question not important; and indeed was 
never asked, in this or in late Elections. Not the individual who could 
have been a King among them were they, for a long time back, in the 
habit of seeking after ; not him, but another and indeed reverse kind of 
individual, — the one in whom there lay most nourishment , nourishment 
of any kind, even of the cash kind, for a practical Polish Grandee. So 
that the question was no longer of the least importance, to Poland or 
the Universe ; and in point of fact, the frugal Destinies had ceased to 
have it put, in that quarter. Not Grandees of Poland ; but Intrusive 
Neighbours, carrying Grandees of Poland “ in their breech es~pocket " 
(as our phrase is), were the voting parties. To that pass it was come. 
Under such stern penalty had Poland and its Grandees fallen, by dint 
of false voting: the frugal Destinies had ceased to ask about their 
vote; and they were become machines for voting with, or pistols for 
fighting with, by bad Neighbours who cared to vote I Nor diS the frugal 
Destinies consider that the proper method, either ; but had, as we shall 
see, determined to abolish that too, in about forty years more.' 

Of the Candidates ; of the Conditions . How the 
Election went 

It was under such omens that the Polish Election of 1733 
had to transact itself. Austria, Russia, Prussia, as next 
Neighbours, were the chief voting parties, if they cared to 
intrude ; — which Austria and Russia were clear for doing ; 
Prussia not clear, or not beyond the indispensable or evidently 
profitable. Seckendorf, and one Lowenwolde the Russian 
Ambassador at Berlin, had, some time ago, in foresight of 
this event, done their utmost to bring Friedrich Wilhelm into 
cooperation, — offering fine baits, 4 Berg and Julich’ again, 
among others ; — but nothing definite came of it : peaceable, 
reasonably safe Election in Poland, other interest Friedrich 
Wilhelm has not in the matter ; and compliance, not coopera- 
tion, is what can be expected of him by the Kaiser and 
Czarina. Cooperating or even complying, these Three could 
have settled it ; and would, — had no other Neighbour inter- 
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fered. But other neighbours can interfere; any neighbour 
that has money to spend, or likes to bully in such a matter ! 
And that proved to be the case, in this unlucky instance. 

Austria and Russia, with Prussia complying, had, a year 
ago, before the late August’s decease, his life seeming then an 
extremely uncertain one, and foresight being always good,- 
privately come to an understanding, 1 in case of a I olish 
Election : 

< 1°. That France was to have no hand in it whatever, — 
no tool of France to be King ; or, as they more politely 
expressed it, having their eye upon Stanislaus, No Piast or 
native Pole could be eligible. 

< 2°. That neither could August’s Son, the new August, 
who would then be Kurfurst of Saxony, be admitted King of 
Poland. — And, on the whole, 

‘3°. That an Emanuel Prince of Portugal would be the 
eligible man.’ Emanuel of Portugal, King of Portugal’s 
Brother ; a gentleman without employment, as his very Title 
tells us : gentleman never heard of before or since, in those 
parts or elsewhere ; but doubtless of the due harmless equality, 
as Portugal itself was: he is to be the Polish King, vote 
these Intrusive Neighbours. What the vote of Poland itself 
may be, the Destinies do not, of late, ask ; finding it a 
superfluous question. 

So had the Three Neighbours settled this matter or 
rather, I should say, so had Two of them ; for Friedrich 
Wilhelm wanted, now or afterwards, nothing in this Election, 
but that it should not take fire and kindle him. Two of the 
Neighbours : and of these two, perhaps we might guess the 
Kaiser was the principal contriver and suggester ; France and 
Saxony being both hateful to him, — obstinate refusers of the 
Pragmatic Sanction, to say nothing more. What the Czarina, 
Anne with the big cheek, specially wanted, I do not learn, — 
unless it were peaceable hold of Courland ; or perhaps merely 

1 31st December 1731, ‘Treaty of Lowenwolde’ (which never got completed 
or became valid) : Scholl, ii. 223. 
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to produce herself in these parts, as a kind of regulating 
Pallas, along with the Jupiter Kaiser of Western Europe ; — 
which might have effects by and by. 

Emanuel of Portugal was not elected, nor so much as 
spoken of in the Diet. Nor did one of these Three Regula- 
tions take effect ; but much the contrary, — other Neighbours 
having the power to interfere. France saw good to interfere, 
a rather distant neighbour : Austria, Russia, could not 
endure the French vote at all ; and so the whole world got 
on fire by the business. 

France is not a near neighbour ; but it has a Stanislaus 
much concerned, who is eminently under the protection of 
France : — who may be called the c Father of France,’ in a 
sense, or even the 6 Grandfather ’ ; his Daughter being Mother 
of a young creature they call Dauphin, or Child of France.’ 
Fleury and the French Court decide that Stanislaus, Grand- 
father of France, was once King of Poland : that it will 
behove, for various reasons, he be King again. Some say, 
old Fleury did not care for Stanislaus ; merely wanted a 
quarrel with the Kaiser, — having got himself in readiness, 

4 with Lorraine in his eye ’ ; and seeing the Kaiser not ready. 
It is likelier the hot young spirits, Belleisle and others, controlled 
old Fleury into it. At all events, Stanislaus is summoned 
from his rustication ; the French Ambassador at Warsaw gets 
his instructions. French Ambassador opens himself largely, 
at Warsaw, by eloquent speech, by copious money, on the 
subject of Stanislaus ; finds large audience, enthusiastic 
receptivity ; — and readers will now understand the following 
chronological phenomena of the Polish Election : 

e August 2 5th, 1733. This day the Polish Election begins. So has the 
Preliminary Diet (kind of Polish Caucus) ordered it ; — Preliminary Diet 
itself a very stormy matter; minority like to be “ thrown out of window,” 
to be “shot through the head/* on some occasions. 1 Actual Election 
begins ; continues sub dio 3 cc in the Field of W ola/ J in a very tempestuous 
fashion ; bound to conclude within six weeks. Kaiser has his troops 


1 History of Stanislaus (cited above), p. 136. 
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assembled over the border, in Siiesia " to protect the freedom 
election” ; Czarina has 30,000 under Marshal Lacy, lying on the ed fe e 
of Lithuania, bent on a like object; will increase them to 50,000, as 

^'llthat Emanuel of Portugal is not heard of ; and French interference 
is with a vengeance,— and Stanislaus, a born Piast, is overwhelmingly 
the favourite. Intolerable to Austria, to Russia ; the reverse to I nednch 
Wilhelm, who privately thinks him the right man. And Kin h ist 
August of Saxony is the other Candidate,-with troops of his own in the 
distance, but without support in Poland ; and depending wholly on the 
Kaiser and Czarina for his chance. And our “three settled points are 

crone to water in this manner ! . _ . „ , 

S “August seeing there was not the least hope m Polands own vote 
judiciously went to the Kaiser first of all: “Imperial Majesty I will 
accept your Pragmatic Sanction root and branch, swallow it whole , make 
me King of Poland “ Done ! " answers Imperial Majesty ; brings 
the Czarina over, by good offers of August’s and liis ;-and now there is 
an effective Opposition Candidate in the field, with strength of his own, 
and good backing close at hand. Austrian, Russian Ambassadors at 
Warsaw lift up their voice, like the French one; open their purse, and 
bestir themselves ; but witli no success in the Field of Wola, except to 
the stirring-up of noise and tumult there. They must look to other 
fields for success. The voice of Wola and of Poland, if it had now a 
voice, is enthusiastic for Stanislaus. , 

‘September 1th. A couple of quiet-looking Merchants arnvo m 
Warsaw,— one of whom is Stanislaus in person. Newspapers say lie is m 
the French Fleet of War, which is sailing minatory towards these (.oasts : 
and there is in truth a Gentleman in Stanislaus's clothes on board there ; 
—to make the Newspapers believe. Stanislaus himself drove through 
Berlin, a day or two ago ; gave the sentry a ducat at the Gate, to bo 
speedy with the Passports,— whom Friedrich Wilhelm affected to put 
under arrest for such negligent speed. And so, on the 10th of the mouth, 
Stanislaus being now rested and trimmed, makes his appearance on the 
Field of Wola itself ; and captivates all hearts by the kind look of him. 
So that, on the second day after, 12th September 1733, he is, as it wore, 
unanimously elected ; with acclamation, with enthusiasm ; and sees him- 
self actual King of Poland,— if France send proper backing to continue 
him there. As, surely, she will not fail?— But there are alarming news 
that the Russians are advancing: Marshal Lacy with 30,000; and 
reinforcements in the rear of him. 

* September 22 d. Russians advancing more and more, no trench help 
arrived yet, and the enthusiastic Polish Chivalry being good for nothing 


1 16th July 1733 : Treaty in Scholl, ii. 224-231. 
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against regular musketry — King Stanislaus finds that he will have to 
quit Warsaw, and seek covert somewhere. Quits Warsaw this day ; gets 
covert in Dantzig. And, in fact, from this 22d of September, day of the 
autumnal equinox, 1733, is a fugitive, blockaded, besieged Stanislaus : 
an imaginary King thenceforth. His real Kingship had lasted precisely 
ten days. 

( October 3d. Lacy and his Russians arrive in the suburbs of Warsaw, 
intent upon “protecting freedom of election.” Bridges being broken, 
they do not yet cross the River, but invite the free electors to come 
across, and vote : “ A real King is very necessary, — Stanislaus being an 
imaginary one, brought-in by compulsion, by threats of flinging people 
out of window, and the like. ” The free electors do not cross. Whereupon 
a small handful, now free enough, and not to be thrown out of window, 
whom Lacy had about him, proceed to elect August of Saxony : he, on 
the 5th of October, still one day within the legal six weeks, is chosen and 
declared the real King: — “twelve senators and about six hundred 
gentlemen ” voting for him there, free they in Lacy’s quarters, the rest 
of Poland having lain under compulsion when voting for Stanislaus. 
That is the Polish Election, so far as Poland can settle it. We said the 
Destinies had ceased, some time since, to ask Poland for its vote ; it is 
other people who have now got the real power of voting. But that is the 
correct state of the poll at Warsaw, if important to anybody.’ 

August is crowned in Cracow before long ; ‘ August in.,’ 
whom we shall meet again in important circumstances. Lacy 
and his Russians have voted for August; able, they, to 
disperse all manner of enthusiastic Polish Chivalry; which 
indeed, we observe, usually stands but one volley from the 
Russian musketry ; and flies elsewhither, to burn and plunder 
its own domestic enemies. Far and wide, robbery and arson 
are prevalent in Poland ; Stanislaus lying under covert in 
Dantzig, — an imaginary King ever since the equinox, but well 
trusting that the French will give him a plumper vote. 
French War-fleet is surely under way hither. 

Poland on Fire ; Dantzig stands Siege 

These are the news our Crown-Prince hears at Ruppin, in 
the first months of his wedded life there. With what interest 
we may fancy. Brandenburg is next neighbour; and th e s e 

vol. m. 


& 
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Polish troubles reach far enough ; -the ever-smoking house 

having taken (ire ; and all the street threatening to get on 
blaze. 15 Friedrich Wilhelm, nearest neighbour, stands anxious 
to quench, carefully sweeping the hot coals across again from 
his own borders ; and will not interfere on one or the other 
side, for any persuasion. 

Dantzig, strong in confidence of French help, refuses to 
<rive-up Stanislaus when summoned ; will stand siege rather. 
Stands siege, furious lengthy siege, - with enthusiastic deience ; 

‘ a. Lady of Rank firing-off the first gun,’ against the Russian 
batteries. Of the Siege of Dan Prig, which made the next 
Spring and Summer loud for mankind (February June 
1734), we shall say nothing, — our own poor field, which also 
grows loud enough, lying far away from Dantzig, — except : 

First, That no French help came, or as good as none ; the 
minatory War-fleet having landed a poor 1,300 men, headed 
by the Comte do Plelo, who had volunteered along with them ; 
that they attempted one onslaught on the Russian lines, and 
that Plel'o was shot, and the rest were blown to miscellaneous 
ruin, and had to disappear, not once getting into Dantzig. 
Secondly , That the Saxons, under Wcissenfels, our poor old 
friend, with proper siege-artillery, though not with enough, 
did, by effort (end of May), get upon the scene ; in which 
this is to be remarked, that Weissenfets’s siege-artillery ‘came 
by post’; two big mortars expressly passing through Berlin, 
marked as part of the Duke of Weissenfels’s Luggage. And 
thirdly, That Mimnieh, who had succeeded Lacy as Besieging 
General, and was in hot haste, and had not artillery enough, 
made unheard-of assaults (2,000 men, some say 4,000, lost 
in one night-attack upon a post they call the Ilngelberg; 
rash attack, much blamed by military men}; 1 ~hut never- 
theless, having now (by Russian Fleet, middle of June) got 
siege-artillery enough, advances irrepressibly day by day. 

So that at length, things being now desperate, .Stanislaus, 
disguised as a cattle-dealer, privately quitted Dantzig, night 
1 Guuvm tte Fritttrk t stxv.iL pact 3tJ> p* 31 * 
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of 27th June 1734; got across the intricate mud -anti-water 
difficulties of the Weiehsel and its mouths, living perilously 
towards Preussen and Friedrich Wilhelm's protection. 1 Where- 
by the Siege of Dantzig ended in chamade, and levying of 
penalties; penalties severe to a degree, though Friedrich 
Wilhelm interceded what he could. And with the Siege of 
Dantzig, the blazing Polish Flection went, out in like 
manner; 2 — having already kindled, in quartern far away 
from it, conflagrations quite otherwise interesting to us. 
Whitherward we now hasten. 


CHAPTER IX 


KAISEU’S SHADOW-HUNT HAS CAUtJHT PIMP, 


Franz of Loeraink, the young favourite of Fortune whom 
we once saw at Berlin on an interesting occasion, was about 
this time to have married his Imperial Archduchess • Kaiser’s 
consent to he formally demanded and given ; nothing hut joy 
and splendour looked for in the Court of Vienna at present, 
Nothing to prevent it,,- - had there been no Polish Fleet ion • 
had not the Kaiser, in his Shadow-Hunt (coursing the Ping 
matic Sanction chiefly, as he has done these twenty years 
past), gone rashly into that combustible foreign element. But 
so it is: this was the fatal limit. The poor Kaiser’s Shadow- 
Hunt, going scot-1 ree this long while, and merely tormenting 
other people, has, at this point, by contact with inflammable 
Poland, unexpectedly itself caught lire ; goes now plunging, 
all in mad flame, over precipices one knows not how deep ; 
and there will he a lament, able singeing and smashing lafure 
the Kaiser get out of this, if la; ever ge! ! Kaiser Karl, from 
this point, plunges down and down, all his days ; and except 
m that Shadow of a Pragmatic Sanction, if he can still save 


1 Narrative by himself* in pp, 335.348, 
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that, has no comfort left. Marriages are not the thing to be 
thought of at present !— 

Scarcely lmd the news of August's Election, and Stanis- 
laus's flight to Danlzig, reached France, when France, all in 
a state of readiness, informed the Kaiser, ready for nothing, 
his force lying in Silesia, doing the Flection functions on the 
Polish borders there, 4 That he the Kaiser had, by such treat- 
ment of the Grandfather of France and the Polish Kingdom 
fairly fallen to him, insulted the most Christian Majesty ; 
that in consequence the most Christian Majesty did hereby 
declare War against the said Kaiser,’*— and in fact had, that 
very day (14th of October 17BB), begun it Had marched 
over into .Lorraine, namely, secured Lorraine against accidents ; 
and, more specially, gone across from Sirasburg to the Ger- 
man side of the Rhine, and laid siege to Kehh Kehl For- 
tress ; a dilapidated outpost of the Reich there, which cannot 
resist many hours. Here is news for the Kaiser, with his few 
troops all on the Polish borders ; minding his neighbours' 
business, or chasing Pragmatic Sanction, in those inflammable 
localities. 

Pacific Floury, it must be owned, if he wanted a quarrel 
with the Kaiser, could not have managed it on more advan- 
tageous terms. Generals, a Due de Berwick, a Noailles, 
Bel lei si e ; generals, troops, artillery, munitions, nothing is 
wanting to Floury ; to the Kaiser all things. If is surmised, 
the French had their eye on Lorraine, not on Stanislaus, from 
the first. For many centuries, especially for these last two, 
—ever since that Siege of Metz, which we once saw, under 
Kaiser Karl v. and Albert Alcihiadcs, - France has been 
wrenching and screwing at this Lorraine, wriggling it off bit 
by bit; till now, as we perceived on Lyttelton junior of 
Ilagley's visit, Lorraine seems all lying unscrewed ; and 
France, by any good opportunity, could stick it in her 
pocket. Such opportunity sly Floury contrived, they say 
or more likely it might be Belkisle and the other adventurous 
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Srib a »rg«l it « ,*ifc I-l™,v ; W. »l — ; . !• 
has got it. Dilapidated Kohl yields straightway >aui,u^ \ 
Spain, declare alliance with Floury; and not Lurrvtr 
and the Swabian Provinces, hut Italy belt He* h! ^ ho* d: . ^ 
cretion, — -owing to your treatment of the <inunltnUi»a *d 
France, and these Polish Elective method*. 

The astonished Kaiser rushes forward to fling hitmrh into 
the arms of the Sea-Powers, his one rmtnm* left . * IMp* 
moneys, subsidies, ye Sea- Powers C Bui the Sejt-tWi* 

stand obtuse, arms not open at nib hands buttoning fhnr 
pockets: c Sorry we cannot, your Imperial Majesty, Henry 
engages not to touch the Netherlands, the Barrier 'V truly ; 
Polish Elections are not our concern !* and enllnudy decline, 
The Kaiser's astonishment, is extreme ; his big heart swelling 
even with a martyr- feeling ; and he passionately appeal* ; 
c Ungrateful, blind Sea- Powers ! No money to tight I nmr*\ 
say 3 r ou ? Are the ..Laws of Nature lid leu void ? ’ linger ini 
astonishment, sublime mart yrd eel ing, passionate appenb to the 
Laws of Nature, avail nothing with the blind Sea IVniry* 
c No money in us, 1 answer they : 4 we will help u*n to 
negotiated— 4 Negotiate ! 1 answers he ; run I will h*or to pay 
his own Election broken-glass, with a sublime martyr feeling* 
without money from the Sea- Powers. 

Fleury has got the Sardinian Majesty; * Sardinian *|ont 
keeper of the Alps, 1 who opens them now this way* now that, 
for a consideration : 4 A slice of the Milanese, your Maje*fs ; 1 
bargains Fleury. Fleury has got the Spimbh Majedr {<mt 
violent old friend the 'Termagant of Spain) pmuadrd -to i mn . 

4 Your infant Carlos made Duke of Parma nud Pmetm/n* mill 
such difficulty; what is that? Naples itself, crown of the 
Two Sicilies, lies in the wind for Carlos and umr joniur 
infant, great Madam, has he no need of apanages > * Tin* 
Termagant of Spain, < offended by Pragmatic Saurtion 1 (*hr 
says), is ready on those terms ; the Simliiimit i» 

. 1 2 9 th October 1733. Mlmtim iu MarMat it IU, wu 4 {m Iti 1 .,)!»*■ 

tion, Paris, 1828), ii, 303. 
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ready: and Floury* this same October, with an overwhelming 
force, Spaniards and Sardinians to join, invades Italy; great 
Marshal Vi liars himself taking the command. Marshal Vi liars, 
an extremely eminent old military gentleman, •—somewhat of 
a friend, or husband of a lady-friend, to M. do Voltaire, for 
one thing;— ami capable of slicing Italy to pieces at a fine 
rate, in the condition it was in. 

Never laid Kaiser such a hill of broken glass to pay for 
meddling in neighbours"* elections before. Tin* year was not 
yet ended, when Vi liars and the Sardinian Majesty had 
done their stroke on Lombardy ; taken Milan Citadel, taken 
Pi/.zighetone, the Milanese in whole, and appropriated it ; 
swept the poor unprepared Kaiser dear out of those parts. 
Baby Carlos and the Spaniards are to do the Two Sicilies, 
Naples or the land one to begin with, were the Winter gone. 
For the present, Louis xv, 4 sings Tr Drum at Paris, fiikl 
December 173$ * *0 merry Christmas there. Vi liars, now 

above four-score, soon died of those fatigues ; various Marshals, 
Broglio, Coigny* Noailles, succeeding him, some of whom are 
slightly notable to ns; and there was one Matileltois, still a 
subordinate under them, whose name also may reappear in 
this History. 

Hufmqtmi Cmtm qfihe H r ur f in the italian Puri of it 

The French- Austrian War, which had now broken out;, 
lasted a couple of years; the Kaiser steadily losing, though 
he did his utmost; not so much a War, on his part, as a 
Being Beaten and Being Stript. The Scene was Italy and tin* 
Upper-Rhino Country of Germany ; Italy the deciding scene ; 
where, except as it bears on Germany, our interest is nothing, 
as indeed in Germany too it is not much. The principal 
events, on both stages, are dmmologically somewhat as fol- 
lows beginning with Italy ; 

1 Fmiudm Migm tfe Lmis JCV, tpm) t L 34H 
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* March 20///, 1704. Baby Carlos with a Duke of Montemar for 
General, a difficult impetuous gentleman, very haughty to the French 
allies and others, lands in Naples Territory ; intending to seize the Two 
Sicilies, according to bargain* They find the Kaiser quite unprepared, 
and their enterprise extremely feasible. 

‘ May 10th. Baby Carlos,— whom we ought to call Don Carlos, who is 

now eighteen gone, and able to ride the great horse, makes triumphant. 

entry into Naples, having easily swept the road dear ; styles himself 
u King of the Two Sicilies” (Papa having surrendered him his ** right" 
there); whom Naples, in all ranks of it, willingly homages as such. 
Wrecks of Kaiser’s forces intrench themselves, rather strongly, at a place 
called Bitonto, in Apulia, not far off* 

€ May 2 Uk Montemar, in an impetuous manner, storms them there ; 
— which feat procures for him the title, Duke of Bitonto ; and finishes- 
off the First of the Sicilies. And indeed, we may say, finishes Both the 
Sicilies : our poor Kaiser having no considerable force in either, nor 
means of sending any ; the Sea- Powers having buttoned their pockets, 
and the Combined Fleet of France and Spain being on the waters there. 

( Wo need only add, on this head, that, for ten months more, Baby 
Carlos and Montemar went about besieging, Gnela, Messina, Syracuse ; 
and making triumphal entries • and that, on the 30th of June 173 A, 
Baby Carlos had himself fairly crowned at Palermo : 1 u King of the Two 
Sicilies" tie facto; in which eminent post he and his continue, not with 
much success, to thin day. 

* That will suffice for the Two Sicilies. As to Loin hardy again* now 
that Vi liars is out of it, and the Coignys and Broglies have succeeded ; 

* June 29/ A, 1734, Kaiser, rallying desperately for recovery of the 
Milanese, has sent an Army thither, Graf von Mercy leader of it : Battle 
of Parma between the French and it {29th June) ; totally lost by the 
Kaiser’s people, after furious fighting ; Graf von Mercy himself killed in 
the action, Graf von Mercy, and what comes nearer us, a Prince of 
Culmbach, amiable Uncle of our Wilhelmina’s Husband, a brave man 
and Austrian Soldier, who was much regretted by Wilhdmina and the 
rest: his death and obsequies making a melancholy Court of Bah cut h in 
this agitated year. The Kaiser, doing Ids utmost, is beaten at every 
point 

4 September XML Surprisal of the Hecchia. Kaiser’s people rally.,*— 
under a General Graf von Kdnigseek worth noting by us, «■ and after 
some manoeuvring, in the Gnastalia-Modena region, on the Hecchia and 
Po rivers there, dextrmmly steal, across the Keetdda that night (IMh 
September), cutting-off the small guard-party at the Bird of the Hecchia, 
then wading silently ; and hurst-in upon the French Camp in a truly 


1 Fosks 3$ Lmi$ XV* 1. 37& 
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alarnmig manner/ So that Broglie, in command there, bod to ••allop 

with only 0110 hoot on, some say *’ in his Ourt/’--- till ho got Homo force 
rallied, and managed to rot mat more Durlhiandiko upon his brother 
IV!ardohaI*s Division, Artillery, war'chiM, secret ruiTe.-qjnjHlenee, ■ l King 
of Sardinia’s font/* and nvneh cheering plunder beside B mg! in’s odd hoot, 
worn the consequences ; tin* Kaiser’* one Micees* in this War; abolished, 
unluckily, in lour days ! The Brogho who here gallops is the second 
French Maivchal of the name, son of the first ; a military gentleman 
whom wo shall hut too often moot in subsequent stages. A sou of this 
one’s, a third Mamdial Broglio, present at the JSeeehia that had night, is 
the famous War got! of the Bastille time, fifty- dm* years lienee, ■unfor- 

tunate old War god, the Titans being all up about him. As to Broglie 
with the one hoot, it is hut a triumph over him till 

‘ Sr/ttnnher VM, Battle of tauwtalla, that day. Battle lost by the 
Kaiser’s people, after eight-hours hot fighting ; who are then obliged to 
hurry amiss the 8eechm again ;■ -and in fart do not succeed in fighting 
any more in that quarter, this year or afterwards, For, neat, year (I7«J5), 
Montemar is ho advanced with the Two Kiel lies, lie ran assist In these 
Northern operations ; and Noatlles, a better Mnreehal, replaces the 
Broglio and ( oigny there ; who, with learned strategic, movements, 
sieges, threatenings of siege, sweeps the w reeks of Austria, to a satis* 
factory degree, into the Tyrol, without fight mg, or event mentionablo 
thenceforth, 

* 'Phis is the Kaiser’s War of two Campaigns, in the Italian, which was 
the decisive, part of it: a continual Being Beaten, us the render sees ; a 
Being 8tri.pt, till one was nearly hare hi that quarter/ 

(hum* of the Bur, in the German Puri of it 

In Germany the men! tunable events are still fewer; ami 
indeed, but fur one small dmmmtamm binding on ns, we 
might skip them altogether, bur there is nothing comfort* 
able in it to the hitman memory otherwise. 

Mmvchnl Due tit* Berwick, a emit ions considerable General 
(Marlborough's Nephew, on what terms is known to readers), 
having taken Held ami plundered the Swabian outskirts last 
Winter, had extensive plans of operating in the heart of 
Germany, and ruining the Kaiser there. But first lie needs, 
and the Kaiser is aware of if, a * basis on the Jihine * ; free 
bridge over the Rhine, not by Sirashurg anti Kebl alone ; and 
1 Hormayr, xx. $4 : Pattis, m it in liable to do, miwktefi. 
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for this reason, he will have to besiege ami rapture 1 tulip- 
burg first of all Strong Town of Philipshurg, well down 
towards Speyer-and-.Heidelberg (juarter on the German side 
of the Rhine;* here will be our bridge Lorraine is already 
occupied, since the first day of the War; Trurhach, strong 
place of the Moselle and Electorate of frier, cannot be 
difficult to get. Thus were the Rhine Country, on the 
French side, secure to France; and so Berwick calculates he 
will have a basis on the Rhine, from which to shoot forth 
into the very heart of the Kaiser, 

Berwick besieged Philipshurg accordingly (Summer and 
Autumn); Kaiser doing bis feeble best to hinder; at the 
Siege, Berwick lost his life, but Philipshurg surrendered to 
his successor, all the same Kaiser striving to hinder; but 
in a most paralysed manner, and to no purpose whatever. 
And— and this properly ?m.v the German War; the sum of 
all done in it during those two years. 

Seizure of Nanei (that is, of Lorraine), seizure of Kehl we 
already heard of; then, prior to Philipshurg, there was siege 
or seizure of Trarbaeh by the French ; and, posterior to it, 
seizure of Worms by them ; and by the Germans there was 
c burning of a magazine in Speyer by bombs.'* And, in brief, 
on both sides, there was marching and mamenvring under 
various generals (our old rusty Seckendorf one of them), till 
the end of 17«I5, when the Italian decision arrived, and 
Truce and Peace along with it; hut there mm no other 
action worth naming, even in the Newspapers ns a wonder of 
nine days. The Siege of Philipshurg, and what hung flicker- 
ing round that operation, before and after, was the sum total 
of the German War, 

Philipshurg, key of the Rhine in those parts, has had 
many sieges; nor would this one merit the least history from 
ns, were it not for one cimimst nnee : Thai our Grown Prince 
was of the Opposing Army, and made his first experience of 
arms there. A Siege of Philipshurg slightly memorable to 

* Map ;a p, ia$ 
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us, on that one account. What Friedrich did there, which 
in the military wav was as good as nothing ; what he saw 
and experienced there, which, with some 4 eighty Princes of 
the Reich," a Prince Eugene for (amend, and three months 
under canvas on the field, may have been something : tins, in 
outline, by such obscure indications as remain, we would fain 
make conceivable to the reader. Indications, in the History- 
Rooks, we have as good as none; but: must gather what; there 
is from Wilhelm hut and the Crown- Princes /eMr,*,— much 
studying to tie brief, were it possible ! 


CHAPTER X 

CROWN-PHIKCF# GOES TO THE HU IKE CAMPAIGN 

Tim Kaiser, ~with. Kehl snatched from hint, tin* Rhine 
open, and Louis xv. singing 7V Drum in the Christmas time 
for what Vi liars in Italy had done, applied, in passionate 
haste, to the Reich. The Reich, though Floury tried to 
cajole it, and apologise for taking ICehl from it, declares for 

the Kaiser's quarrel ; War against, Franco on his behalf ; h 

it was in this way that Friedrich Wilhelm and our Crown* 
'Prince came to be concerned in the Rhine Campaign, The 
Kaiser will have a Itrir/i^Army (were it good for much, as is 
not likely) to join to his own Austrian mu\ And if Prince 
Eugene, who is RetchV Feldnmrschall, one of the turn Feld* 
marsehalls, get the Generalship as men hope, it is not 
doubted but there will be great work on the Rhine, this 
Summer of 1 7BE 

'Unhappily the ReiehVArmy, raised from multifarious com 
tangents, and guided and provided for by many heads, is 
usually good for little. Not to say that old Kur Pfalz, with 
an eye to French help in the ifeig and 4 ulich matter; old 
Kur- Pfalz, and the Bavarian set ( Kur Hnirrn and Km AW/g 
1 13th Ma*c2t 1 734 (Budthoii, i, 131)* 
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Bavaria and Cologne, who are Brothers mul of old cmisiushtp 
to Kur-PialaO* — quite refuse their eonUtigeiils ; protect in the 
Diet, and openly have French leanings. These are had 
omens for the Reich V Army. And in regard to the Ifoieht 
Feldmarschall Office, there also is a difficulty, The Hernia as 
we hinted, keeps two supreme FeldninrsehalN ; one < at Indie* 
one Protestant, for equilibrium's sake ; illustrious Prirnr 
Eugenio von Savoye is the Catholic;-- "hut as to the I ro- 
te, stant, it is a difficulty worth observing fora moment. 

Old Duke Eherhard Ludwig of Wurtemberg* the uofor 
tunate old gentleman bewitched by the CiriiveniU * Deliver ns 
from evil, 1 used to he the RciehV Feldmarschall of Protestant 
persuasion ■ -Coimnanclcr-in-(. ,, hief for the Reich, when it 
tried fighting. Old Eherhard hud been at Blenheim* and 
had marched up and down : I never heard he w as much ot 
a Genera, 1 ; perhaps good enough for the Reich, whose troops 
were always had. But now that poor Duke* as we intimated 
once or more, is dead ; there must be, of Pmf.est.imf type, a 
new ‘BeichVFehhnarsehall had. One Catholic* unequalled 
among Captains, we already have; hut where in the Protestant \ 
Duke Eherhard being dead ? 

Duke EberhanPs successor in Wiirletnhrrg, Karl Alexander 
by name, whom we once dined with at Prag on the Kladrup 
journey, he, a General of some worth, would lie n rmfttml 
person. Unluckily Duke Karl Alexander had, while an 
Austrian Officer ami without outlooks upon Prote-dant Wur- 
temberg, gone over to Papacy, and is now Catholic, * Two 
Catholic Feldmarschalls ! 1 cries the (hrpm Krangilinmim ; 
* that will never do ! 1 

Well, on Urn other or Protestant side then* appear hut 
Candidates; one of them not much expected by the reader: 
no other than Ferdinand Duke of Brunswick llevero, our 
Crown-Princess Father-in-law; whom we knew to he a worthy 
man, but did not know to he much of a soldier* or capable of 
these ambitious views. He is Cnudidide First Then there 
is a Second, much more entitled : our gunpowder friend flic 
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Old Desxnner; who, to say nothin**; of his soldier qualities, 
hits promises from t lit? Kaiser,- • -he surely were the man, if it 
did not hurt other people's feeling But it surely does and 
will. There is Ferdinand of Revern applying upon the score 
of old promises too. How can people's feelings he saved ? 
Protest ants these two last: but they cannot both have it* 
and what will YVuriemberg say to either of them ? The 
Reich was in very great afflict ion about this preliminary 
matter. But Friedrich Wilhelm steps in with a healing 
reripe : 4 Let there he Four Reich' 's-Felihuarschallsd said 
Friedrich Wilhelm ; 1 Two Protestant and two Catholic: 
won’t that dor’ F see 1 lent f answers the Reich: and there 
are Four Feldmarseltulls for t he time being ; no lack of 
commanders to the Reich's- Army, Brunswick -Bevern tried 
it first; hut only till Prince Eugene were ready, ami indeed 
he had of himself come to nothing before that date. Prince 
Eugene next; then Karl Alexander next ; and in fact they 
all might have had a stroke at commanding, am! at coming 
to nothing or little, only the Oh! Dessauer sulked at the 
office in this its fourfold stale, and never would fairly have it:;, 
till* by decease of occupants, it; came to be twofold again. 
This glimpse into the distracted effete interior of the poor 
old Reich and its Politics* with friends of ours concerned 
there, let it he welcome to the render. 1 

Friedrich Wilhelm mm without concern in this War, or in 
what had led to it Practical share in the Polish Election 
(after that preliminary theoretic program of the Kaisers and 
Czarina’s went to smoke) Friedrich Wilhelm steadily refused 
to take : though considerable offers were made to him on both 
sides, —offer of West Preussen (Polish part of Prussia, which 
once was known to us) on the French side/ 1 But his primary 
fixed resolution was to stand out of the quarrel ; and he 
abides by that; suppresses any wishes of his own in regard to 
the Polish Election keeps ward on his own frontiers, with 

1 von Anhult-Dessau (by Itanfft}, p. 137; Buchbelx* t, 131, 

* % Re L Ch&urdie, French Ambassador ut Berlin (Bochko!*, i, 130). 
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good military besom m hand, to *»'<•<•{> it 
intruded there. ‘What King you like, 
only don’t come over my threshold with 


out again it it 
III triM* mi mo ; 
his brabbles mitt 


But seeing the Kaiser got into initial French War, with 
the Reich consenting, he is bound, by Treaty of old date 
(date older Hum WuMerhmmm, though it wu* confirmed on 
that famous occasion ), 4 To assist the Kaiser with ten thousand 
men"; and this engagement he intends amply to tntiil. No 
sooner, therefore, had the Reich given sure signs of assent mg 
(< Reich’s assent ’ is the condition of the ten thousand?, than 
Friedrich Wilhelm’s orders were out, * Be in readiness M 
Friedrich Wilhelm, by the time of the Brief* actual assent, 
or Declaration of War on the Kaiser's behalf, has hut to lift 
his finger: squadrons and battalions, out of Ihniiumi, out of 
Magdeburg, out of Preussen, to the due amount, will get on 
march whitherward you hid, am! he with you thereat the dm 
you indicate, almost at the hour. Captions, not of an 
imaginary nature, these are always busy; and the King 
himself is busy over them. From big guns and wagon home** 
down to gun-flints and gaiter-straps, all is marked in registers, 
nothing is wanting, nothing out of its place at any tiiur* in 
Friedrich Wilhelm’s Army. 

From an early period, the French intentions upon Phitijift- 
burg might he foreseen or guessed * and in tin* end of March, 
Marechal Berwick, 4 in three divisions,* fairly appears in that 
quarter; his purpose evident So that tin* Reid* Atm\ 
were it in the least ready, ought to muhvuur*., and reinforce 
the handful of Austrians therm Friedrich Wilhelm’* part of 
the Reich’s- Army does accordingly straightway get on march ; 
leaves Berlin, after the due reviewing, 4 Hth April * ; 1 eight 
regiments of it, three of Home and fhe of Foot, Chit/ hoot 
regiment one of them;- a (ieneml Roder, uimeepfioimhle 
General, to command in chief; - and will arrive, though the 
farthest off, 4 first of all the IteiehVC fontiitgeitlft * ; 7th of 


1 Wmmrnnth p, 4f$» 
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dune, namely. Tin* march, straight south, must be smm: four 
httnrin (1 miles. 

Besides the Official (baierats, certain high military digni- 
taries, Bchnleuhurg, Bmhrw, Majesty himself at, their head, 
propose to go as volunteers ; •• especially the ( Town- Prince, 
whose eagerness is very great, has got liberty to go. 4 As 
volunteer" he too: as Colonel of Holt,/, it might, have had its 
unsuitabilities, in etiquette and otherwise. Few volunteers 
are more interested than the ( Town Prince. Watching the 
great; War- theatre uncurtain itself in this manner, from 
Dan! rig down to Naples ; am! whuf. his own share in it shall 
he: this, much more than his Marriage, I suppose, has 
occupied his thoughts since that event. Here out, of Huppin, 
dating six or seven weeks before the march of the Ten 
Thousand} is a small sign, one among many, of his outlooks 
in this mutter. Small Note to his Cousin, Margraf Heinrich, 
the ill-behaved Margraf, much his comrade, who is always 
falling into scrapes ; and whom he lias just, not without 
difficulty, got delivered out of something of the kind . 1 He 
writes in Herman and in the intimate style of *l%m : 

* Huppin ^ 2M February 1?*M. My tm«m Itiuomt*, l can with 
pleasure answer that the King hath spoken of thee altogether favourably 
to me' (scrape now ahutinhed* fur the time) :• * and I think it would not 
have an ill effect, wert thou to apply fur leave in go with the Ten 
Thousand whom he K sending to the Ulnae, and do the Campaign with 
them as volunteer, 1 mn myself going with that Dorp* ; so t doubt not 
the King would allow thee. 

* I take the freedom to serat herewith a few hotties of Champagne; 

and wish' till manner of good things, Fmmmnm ,* s 

This Margraf Heinrich goes ; also his elder Brother, 
Margraf Freidrieh Wilhelm, who long persecuted WilheF 
mina with Ins hopes ; and who is now about getting Sophie 
Dorothea, a junior Princess* tmtclt heUer than he merits; 
Betrothal is the week after these Ten Thousand march ; 8 he 

1 (Euvres tk Frfdfrie % xavii, part 2 d, pp» 8 , 9 , 1 JMl p, 10 , 

8 i6lh April 1734 {M. part m, p. 14 «,). 
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thirty, she fifteen. He too will go ; as will the other pair of 
Cousin Margraves, — Karl, who was once our neighbour at 
Custrin ; and the Younger Friedrich Wilhelm, whose fate lies 
at Prag if he knew it. Majesty himself will go as volunteer. 
Are not great things to be done, with Eugene for General ? 
— To understand the insignificant Siege of Philipsburg, sum- 
total of the Rhine Campaign, which filled the Crown-Prince’s 
and so many other minds brimful that Summer, and is now 
wholly out of every mind, the following Excerpt may be 
admissible : 

'The unlucky little Town of Philipsburg, key of the Rhine in that 
quarter, fortified under difficulties by old Bishops of Speyer, who some- 
times resided there, 1 has been dismantled and refortified, has had its 
Rhine-bridge torn down and set up again ; been garrisoned now by this 
party, now by that, who had “ right of garrison there ” ; nay, France has 
sometimes had “ the right of garrison ” ; — and the poor little Town has 
suffered much, and been tumbled sadly about in the Succession-Wars 
and perpetual controversies between France and Germany in that quarter. 
In the time we are speaking of, it has a “ flying-bridge ” (of I know not 
what structure), with fortified “ bridge-head ( tete-de-pont )” on the 
western or Franceward side of the River. Town’s bulwarks, and complex 
engineering defences, are of good strength, all put in repair for this 
occasion : Reich and Kaiser have an effective garrison there, and a com- 
mandant determined on defence to the uttermost : what the unfortunate 
Inhabitants, perhaps a thousand or so in number, thought or did under 
such a visitation of ruin and bombshells. History gives not the least hint 
anywhere. “ Quite used to it ! ” thinks History, and attends to other 
points. 

'The Rhine Valley here is not of great breadth : eastward the heights 
rise to be mountainous in not many miles. By way of defence to this 
Valley, in the Eugene-Marlborough Wars, there was, about forty miles 
southward/or higher up the river than Philipsburg, a military line or 
chain of posts ; going from Stollhofen, a boggy hamlet on the Rhine, 
with cunning indentations, and learned concatenation of bog and bluff, 
up into the inaccessibilities, — Lines of Stollhofen, the name of it, — which 
well-devised barrier did good service for certain years. It was not till, I 
think, the fourth year of their existence, year 1707, that Villars, the same 
Villars who is now in Italy, <c stormed the lines of Stollhofen ” ; which 
made him famous that year. 


Kohler, Miinzbelustigungen , vi. 169. 
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<Tho Linos of Stollhofen have now, in 1734, fallen flat again; hut 
itaue remembers them, and, I could p»w s, it was he who suggests a 
similar expedient. At all events, there is a similar expedient fallen upon : 
Line* of RUlinqen this time; one-half nearer 1‘hilipslmrg ; running from 
Miihllmrg on the Ulnne-brink up to Kttlingen in the lulls * Nearer by 
twenty miles ; and, I guess, much more slightly done. \\ e shall see 
these Lines of littlingen, one point of them, for a moment : -and they 
would not be worth mentioning at all, except that m careless Books they 
too are called Lines of Nutlhofrn,' ui& the ingenuous reader is sent 
wandering on his map to no purpose/ 


« Uncs of EttRugen' they are; related, as now said, to the 
Stollhofon set. Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick-Bevern, one of 
the Four Fekhnarsehnlls, has some ineffectual handful of 
Imperial troops dotted about, within these Lines and on the 
skirts of Philipsburg ; — eagerly waiting till the Reich’s- Army 
gather to him; otherwise he must come to nothing. Will 
at any rate, I should think, be happy to resign in favour of 
Prince Eugene, were that little hero once on the ground. 


On Mayday, Marechal Berwick, who has been awake in 
this quarter, ‘in throe divisions,’ for a month past, --very 
impatient till Belleislo with the first division should have taken 
Trail rn eh, and made the Western interior parts secure,- did 
actually cross the Rhine, with his second division, * at, Fort 
Louis/ well up the River, well south of Philipsburg ; intending 
to attack the lines of Kttlingon, and so get in upon the Town. 
There is a third division, about to lay pontoons for itself a 
good way farther down, which will attack the Lines simul- 
taneously from within,— -that is to say, shall come upon the 

bark of poor Bevem and his defensive handful of troops, ami 
astonish him there. All prospers to Berwick in this matter: 
Noaillcs his lieutenant (not. yet gone to Italy till next, year), 
with whom is Maurice Comte de Saxe (afterwards Marechal 
de Saxo), an excellent observant Officer, marches up to 


* Map at p. 129- . , , „ . ... 

1 vYilhehmna (ii. 206), for inttltmce ; who, or whose boater, call* them Line* 

of Stokoff ' even. 
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Ettlingen, May 3d ; bivouacks * at the base of the mountain ’ 
(no great things of a mountain) ; ascends the same in two 
columns, horse and foot, by the first sunlight next morning; 
forms on a little plain on the top ; issues through a thin wood, 
— and actually beholds those same Lines of Ettlingen , the 
outmost eastern end of them : a somewhat inconsiderable 
matter, after all ! Here is Noailles’s own account : 

c These retrenchments, made in Turk fashion, consisted of big* trees set 
zigzag (en eehiquier ) twisted together by the branches ; the whole about 
five fathoms thick. Inside of it were a small forlorn of Austrians : these 
steadily await our grenadiers, and do not give their volley till we are 
close. Our grenadiers receive their volley ; clear the intertwisted trees, 
after receiving a second volley (total loss seventy-five killed and 
wounded) ; and — the enemy quits his post ; and the Lines of Ettlingen 
are stormed ! ' 1 This is not like storming the Lines of Stollhofen ; a 
thing to make Noailles famous in the Newspapers for a year. But it was 
a useful small feat, and well enough performed on his part. The truth 
is, Berwick was about attacking the Lines simultaneously on the other or 
Mulilburg end of them (had not Noailles, now victorious, galloped to 
forbid) ; and what was far more considerable, those other French, to the 
northward, c upon pontoons/ are fairly across ; like to be upon the back 
of Duke Ferdinand and his handful of defenders. Duke Ferdinand 
perceives that he is come to nothing ; hastily collects his people from 
their various posts ; retreats with them that same night, unpursued, to 
Heilbronn ; and gives-up the command to Prince Eugene, who is just 
arrived there,— who took quietly two pinches of snuff on hearing this 
news of Ettlingen, and said, tf No matter, after all 1 ’^ 

Berwick now forms the Siege, at his discretion; invests 
Philipsburg, 13th May; 2 begins firing, night of the 3d- 4th 
June ; — Eugene waiting at Heilbronn till the Reich’s- Army 
come up. The Prussian Ten Thousand do come, all in order, 
on the 7th : the rest by degrees, all later, and all not quite in 
order. Eugene, the Prussians having joined him, moves down 
towards Philipsburg and its cannonading ; encamps close to 
rearward of the besieging French. ‘Camp of Wiesenthal’ 
they call it; Village of Wiesenthal with bogs, on the left, 

1 Noailles, MSmoires (in Petitot’s Collection), iii. 207. 

2 Berwick, ii. 3125 23d, says Noailles’s Editor (iii. 210). 

VOL. in. rr 
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being his head-quarters ; Village of Waghausel, down near the 
River, a five-miles distance, being his limit on the right. 
Berwick, in front, industriously battering Philipsburg into the 
River, has thrown-up strong lines behind him, strongly 
manned, to defend himself from Eugene; across the River, 
Berwick has one Bridge, and at the farther end one battery 
with which he plays upon the rear of Philipsburg He is 
much criticised by unoccupied people, ‘Eugenes attack will 
ruin us on those terms!’— and much incommoded by over- 
flowings of the Rhine; Rhine swoln by melting of the 
mountain-snows, as is usual there. Which inundations 
Berwick had well foreseen, though the War-minister at Pans 
would not • ‘ Haste! 1 answered the War-minister always ; ‘ We 
shall be in right time. I tell you there have fallen no snows 
this winter: how can inundation be?’ — ‘Depends on the 
heat,’ said Berwick; ‘there are snows enough always in stock 

up there ! ’ . . , ,, . 

And so it proves, though the War-minister would not 

believe ; and Berwick has to take the inundations, and to take 
the circumstances ;— and to try if, by his own continual best 
exertions, he can but get Philipsburg into the bargain On 
the 12th of June, visiting his posts, as he daily does, the first 
t hing , Berwick stept out of the trenches, anxious for clear 
view of something ; stept upon ‘ the crest of the sap,’ a place 
exposed to both French and Austrian batteries, and which 
had been forbidden to the soldiers,— and there, as he anxiously 
scanned matters through his glass, a cannon-ball, unknown 
whether French or Austrian, shivered away the head of 
Berwick; left others to deal with the criticisms, and the 
inundations, and the operations big or little, at Philipsburg 
and elsewhere ! Siege went on, better or worse, under the 
next in command ; ‘ Paris in great anxiety,’ say the Books. 

It is a hot siege, a stiff defence ; Prince Eugene looks on, 
but does not attack in the way apprehended. Southward m 
Italy, we hear there is marching, strategying in the Parma 
Country ; Graf von Mercy likely to come to an action before 
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long. Northward, Dantzig by this time is all wrapt in fire- 
whirlwinds ; its sallyings and outer defences all driven in ; 
mere torrents of Russian bombs raining on it day and night • 
French auxiliaries, snapt-up at landing, are on board Russian 
ships ; and poor Stanislaus and ‘ the Lady of Quality who 
shot the first gun ’ have a bad outlook there. Towards the 
end of the month, the Berlin volunteer Generals, our Crown- 
Prince and his Margraves among them, are getting on the 
road for Philipsburg ; — and that is properly the one point 
we are concerned with. Which took effect in manner 
following. 


Tuesday evening 29th June, there is Ball at Monbijou ; 
the Crown-Prince and others busy dancing there, as if nothing 
special lay ahead. Nevertheless, at three in the morning he 
has changed his ball-dress for a better, he and certain more ; 
and is rushing southward, with his volunteer Generals and’ 
Margraves, full speed, saluted by the rising sun, towards 
Philipsburg and the Seat of War. And the same night, King 
Stanislaus, if any of us cared for him, is on flight from 
Dantzig, disguised as a cattle-dealer 1 ^ got out on the night 
of Sunday last, I own under such a rain of bombshells being 
palpably too hot for him : got out, but cannot get across the 
muddy intricacies of the Weichsel ; lies painfully squatted up 
and down, in obscure alehouses, in that Stygian Mud-Delta, 
— a matter of life and death to get across, and not a boat 
to be had, such the vigilance of the Russian. Dantzig is 
capitulating, dreadful penalties exacted, all the heavier as no 
Stanislaus is to be found in it ; and search all the keener rises 
in the Delta after him. Through perils and adventures of 
the sort usual on such occasions, 1 Stanislaus does get across ; 
and in time does reach Preussen ; where, by Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s order, safe opulent asylum is afforded him, till the 
Fates (when this War ends) determine what is to become of 


m ° des , t detad of them > in a Lciter bora Stanislaus himself {History 
Stanislaus, already cited, pp. 235-24$), 1 J 
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the poor Imaginary Majesty. We leave him, squatted in the 
intricacies of the Mud- Delta, to follow our Crown-Prince, who 
in the same hour is rushing far elsewhither. 

Margraves, Generals and he, in their small string of 
carriages, go on, by extra-post, day and night ; no rest till 
they get to Hof, in the Cutmbach neighbourhood, a good two 
hundred miles oil', — near Wilhelmina, and more than halfway 
to Philipsburg. Majesty Friedrich Wilhelm is himself to 
follow in about a week : he has given strict order against 
waste of time : ‘ Not to part company ; go together, and not 
by Anspaeh or Baireuth,’— though they lie almost straight 
for you. 

This latter was a sore clause to Friedrich, who had counted 
all along on seeing his dear faithful Wilhelmina, as he passed: 
therefore, as the Papa’s Orders, dangerous penalty lying in 
them, cannot he literally disobeyed, the question rises, How 
see Wilhelmina and not Baireuth ? Wilhelmina, weak as she 
is and unfit for travelling, will have to meet him in some 
neutral place, suitablest for both. After various shiftings, it 
has been settled between them that Bernoek, a little town 
twelve miles from Baireuth on the Hof road, will do; and 
that, Friday, probably early, will he the day. Wilhelmina, 
accordingly, is on the road that morning, early enough; 
Husband with her, and ceremonial attendants, in honour of 
such 11 Brother; morning is of sultry windless sort; day 
hotter and hotter; --at Benieck is no Crown Prince, in the 
House appointed for him ; hour after hour, Wilhelmina waits 
there in vain. The truth is, one of the smallest accidents has 
happened : the Generals ‘ lost a wheel at Gem yesterday ’ ; 
were left behind there with their smiths, have not yet 
appeared; and the insoluble question among Friedrich and 
the Margraves is, ‘We dare not go on without them, then? 
We dare;— dare we?’ Question like to drive Friedrich mad, 
while the hours, at any rate, are slipping on! Here are 
Three Letters of Friedrich, legible at last ; which, with 
Wilhelmina’s account from the other side, represent a small 
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entirely human scene in this I 1 mien- Austrian War, nearly 
all of iuunmi we have found in the heggarlv nfliiir; 

L To Princess WUhdm'ma, at Ihnrntth, or on the ram! to 

Berneek 

‘Hof, July* (»«t long after 4 a,m.} 1 X7M, 

<My PBAU Sihtku,— H ere am I within wii leagues 1 (my eight or more, 
twenty-five miles English) 1 of a tinier whom 1 love ; timl I have to 
decide that it will be impossible to urn her* after all decide m t 

accordingly, for reasons known to ns, 

1 1 have never so lamented the misfortune of not depending on myself 
as at this moment! The King being hut very wour-sweet on my score, t 
dare not risk the least thing; Monday come a week, when he arrives 
himself, I should have a pretty scene (m* nm jntimmi (mite) in the < amp, 
if I were found to have disobeyed orders. 

* * * The Queen commands me to give yon a f housand regards from 
her. She appeared much affected at your illness j hut for the real* ! 
could not warrant you how sincere it was ; for she is totally changed* 
and I have quite lost reckoning of her (»*y etmnuk Hrn), That goes so 
far that she has done me hurt with the King, all she could : however, 
that is over now. Ah to Sophie* (young Sister just betrothed to the 
eldest Margraf whom you know), * she also h no longer the name; lor 
she approves all that the Queen says or does ; and she is charmed with 
her big clown (tfvtitt nhjttnd) of a llridegrotuen 

*Tho King is more di diet* It than ever : he is content with nothing, so 
an to have lost whatsoever could tie called gratitude for all pleasures one 
can do hi m^-uimr eying against one's will, and the like* * An to his 
health, it is one day better, another wm e ; but the legs, they are always 
swelled. Judge what my joy 4 mind be to get out of that Hitjnlntitq • lor 
the King will only stay a fortnight, at roost, In the Tamp, 

* Adieu* my adorable Mister : I itm »o tired, I cannot stir; having left, 

on Tuesday night, or rather Wednesday morning at three nVloek, IVmui 
a Ball at Monbijou, and arrived here tin* Friday morning a I four. I 
recommend myself to your gracious retneinltranre | ami am, for my own 
party till death, dearest Sinter # * Your ■■ Kit iron nut/ 4 

This is lifter First ; urilton Friilny morning, on the edge 
of getting into bed, after *ueh fitligm* ; mtt! it lu», ns imttnni 
in that mood, given- tip the mutter in despair. It did not 

* C^te-rn A i tiJin*, ***»•, put t»t, 13, 
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meet Wilhelmina on the road : and she had left Baireuth ; — 
where it met her, I do not know ; probably at home, on her 
return, when all was over. Last Wilhelmina now speak her 
own lively experiences of that same Friday : 

f 1 got to Berneck at ton. The heat was excessive ; I found myself 
quite worn-out with the little journey I had done. I alighted at the 
House which had been got ready for my Brother. We waited for him, 
and in vain waited, till three in the afternoon. At three we lost patience; 
had dinner served without him. Whilst we were at table, there came on 
a frightful thunderstorm. I have witnessed nothing so terrible: the 
thunder roared and reverberated among the rocky cliffs which begird le 
Berneck ; and it seemed as if the world was going to perish : a deluge of 
rain succeeded the thunder. 

* It was four o'clock ; and I could not understand what had become of 
my Brother. I had sent out several persons on horseback to get tidings 
of him, and none of them came hack. At length, in spite of all my 
prayers, the Hereditary Prince* (my excellent Husband) * himself would 
go in search. I remained waiting till nine at night, and nobody returned. 

I was in cruel agitations : these cataracts of rain are very dangerous 
in the mountain countries ; the roads get suddenly overflowed, and 
there often happen misfortunes. I thought for certain, there had one 
happened to my Brother or to the Hereditary Prince/ Such a 2d of 
July to poor Wilhelmina ! 

* At last, about nine, somebody brought word that my Brot her had 
changed his route, and was gone to Culmhaoh * (a House of ours lying 
westward, known to readers) ; € there to stay over night. I was for 
getting out thither,— Tfolmimeh is twenty miles from Berneck ; but the 
roads are frightful,* White Mayn, still n young River, dashing through 
the rock-labyrinths there, ‘and full of precipices :* everybody rose in 
opposition, and, whether 1 would or not, they put me into the carriage 
for Himmelkron * (partly on the road thither), 1 which is only about ten 
miles off. We had like to have got drowned on the road ; the waters 
were so swoln* (White Mayn and its angry brooks), # the horses could 
not cross but by swimming. 

< I arrived at last, about one in the morning. I instantly threw myself 
on a bed* I was like to die with weariness ; and in mortal terrors that 
something had happened to my Brother or the Hereditary Prince. This 
latter relieved me on his own score ; he arrived at last, about four o'clock, 
—had still no news farther of my Brother, f was beginning to dose a 
little, when they came to warn me that (t M. von Knnbelsdmf wished to 
speak with me from the Prince-Royal/* I darted out of bed, and ran to 
him. He" handing me a letter, * brought word that 
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But let us now give Letter Second, which has turned up 
lately, and which curiously completes the picture here. 
Friedrich, on rising refreshed with sleep at Hof, had taken a 
cheerfuler view ; and the Generals still lagging rearward, he 
thinks it possible to see Wilhelmina after all. Possible ; 
and yet so very dangerous, — perhaps not possible ? Here 
is a second Letter written from Munchberg, some fifteen 
miles farther on, at an after period of the same Friday : 
purport still of a perplexed nature, I will, and I dare not 1 ; 
— practical outcome, of itself uncertain, is scattered now by 
torrents and thunderstorms. This is the Letter, which 
Knobelsdorf now hands to Wilhelmina at that untimely hour 
of Saturday : 

To Princess Wilhelmina (by Knobelsdorf) 

£ Mlinchberg, 2 d July 1734 . 

e My dearest Sister, — I am in despaix* that I cannot satisfy my im- 
patience and my duty, — to throw myself at your feet this day. But alas, 
dear Sister, it does not depend on me : we poor Princes/ the Margraves 
and I, " are obliged to wait here till our Generals ' (Bredow, Schulenburg 
and Company) " come up ; we dare not go along without them. They 
broke a wheel in Gera’ (fifty miles behind us) ; f hearing nothing of them 
since, we are absolutely forced to wait here. J udge in what a mood I 
am, and what sorrow must be mine ! Express order not to go by Baireuth 
or Anspach : — forbear, dear Sister, to torment me on things not depend- 
ing on myself at all. 

f I waver between hope and fear of paying my court to you. I hope 
it might still be at Berneck/ this evening,—" if you could contrive a road 
into the Nurnberg Highway again ; avoiding Baireuth: otherwise I dare 
not go. The Bearer, who is Captain Knobelsdorf* (excellent judicious 
man, old acquaintance from the Ciistrin time, who attends upon us, 
actual Captain once, but now titular merely, given to architecture and the 
fine, arts J ), * will apprise you of every particular : let Knobelsdorf settle 
something that may be possible. This is how 1 stand at present ; and 
instead of having to expect some favour from the King* (after what I 
have done by his order), " 1 get nothing but chagrin. But what is crueler 

1 Seyfarth (Anonymous), Lebms- und Fegierungs- Geschichtc Friedrichs des 
Andcrn (Leipzig, 1786), ii. 200. (Euvres de Fr Meric, vii. 33. Breuss, Fried- 
rich mit sein&n Verwandten (Berlin, 1838)5 pp. 3 , 17* 
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upon me than all, in that yon are ill. Hod, in his grace* be plea <t 
help yon, and restore the precious health which I ho much wish you f ’ # * 

* Pmcmuctt / 1 

Judicious Knoindstiorf set, tics that the meeting is to be this 
very morning at eight ; Wilhelmitia (whose memory a little 
lulls her in the insignificant, points) does not tell ns where : 
but, by hunt indications 1 perceive it was in the Lake-House, 
pleasant Pavilion in the ancient artificial Lake, or big orna- 
mental Fish pom h called Hnuuknfmr^et II Vi/mr, n couple of 
miles to the north of Baiivnth : then* Friedrich is to .stop, «* 
keeping the Paternal Order from the teeth outwards in this 
manner. Light oYloek : so that \\ ilhehnina is obliged at 
once to get upon the road again,.- poor Princess, idler such 
a day and night. Her description of the Interview is very 
good : 

* My Brother overwhelmed nm with curries ; hut found me in m piti- 
able h state, he ran hi net rent rain Ins tears, I was not aide to stand cm 
my limhn ; and felt like- to ini at every moment* %« weak was I, He told 
me the King \\m much fingered at the Mttrgmf* (my Father ate Liw) 
* for not letting his -Sw mnke the -rumpmgn/- concerning which point, 
Mud Son, my II unhand, Iwdng Heir’ Apparent, there had been much 
arguing in Court und Country, here at. Haircut})* and endless inivietyoii 
my poor part* lest he should get killed in the War**, * I Odd him all the 
M argmfV reasons ; and added, that mi rely they were good, in respect of 
my dear llughaml* 4 * Wtd.I/* went he, ** let hint iptU soldiering', final, 
and give hack Ida regiment to the King, I tut for the rent, ipiiet y ourself 
m to the fears you may have uliotit. hint if he 4«i go ; for i ktmw $ hy 
certain information, that there will he no tilmui *|iih/* "* They are at 

the Siege of Philipaburg, however/* M Yew/* paid my it rot. her ; “ hut 
there will not he a ha tile risked to hinder if/* 

*T!ift Hereditary Prince/ my 12 unhand, 4 came in white we were talking 
m ; und earnestly entreated my Brother to get turn away from Haircut h. 
They went to a window* amt talked a long time together. In the. cm!* 
my Brother told me he would write a very obliging belter to the M urging 
and give him Hindi reasons in favour of the t ampaigu, that ho doubted 
not it would turn the amlt*. 41 We will *t».y together/ 1 wiid he, addict 
ing the Hereditary Prince; 41 and I utmlf Ni charmed to have my dear 
Brother always beside me/* Ha wrote the fitter ; gave it to Baron 

1 (Emm d§ Erhth u % ov«, pud t*f, p« 15, 
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Stein (Chamberlain or Goldstick of ours), 4 to deliver to the Margraf. Ho 
promised to obtain the King's express leave to stop at Baireuth on his 
return after which he went away. It was the last time I saw him on 
the old footing with me : he has much changed since then J— Wo 
returned to Baireuth ; where I was so ill that, for three days, they did 
not think I should get over it.' 1 

Crown-Prince dashes off, south westward, through cross 
country, into the Nurnberg Road again ; gets to Nurnberg 
that same Saturday night ; and there, among other Letters, 
writes the following; which will wind-up this little Incident 
for us, still in a human manner ; 

8. To Princess Wilhelmma at Baireuth 

* Niiniborg, 3d July 1734, 

f My muximr (trh'-chdre) Sistbr,— I t would be impossible to quit this 
place without signifying, dearest Sister, my lively gratitude for all the 
marks of favour you showed mo in the Wtihcrhaus' (House on the Lake, 
today). f The highest of all that it was possible to do, was that of pro- 
curing me the satisfaction of paying my court to yon. I beg millions of 
pardons for so putting you about, dearest Sister; but I could not help it; 
for you know my sad circumstances well enough. In my great joy, I 
forgot to give you the Kudosed, I entreat you, write me often news of 
your health ! Question the Doctors ; and "—and in certain contingencies, 
the ( Town- Prince 4 would recommend goafs milk' for his poor Sister. 
Had already, what; was noted of him in after life, a tendency to give 
medical advice, in cases interesting to him ?— « 

4 Adieu, my incomparable and dear Sister. I am always the same to 
you, and will remain so till my death. 5 * hitmomeu.' 

Generals with their wheel mended, Margraves, Prince and 
now the Camp Equipage too, are all at Nurnberg; and start 
on the morrow ; hardly a hundred miles now to he done,— 
hut on slower terms, owing to the Equipage. Hcilbronn, 
place of arms or central stronghold of the ReiehVArmy, they 
reach on Monday : about Kppingen, next night, if the wind 
is weslerly, one may hear the cannon,— not without interest. 
It was Wednesday forenoon, 7 th July 1784, on some hill-top 

x WiUudmma, Ji. 200-202. 

0 (Emms de FrMMe f xxvii. part 1st, p. 57. 
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coming down from Eppingen side, that the Prince first saw 
Philipsburg Siege, blotting the Rhine Valley yonder with its 
fire and counter-fire ; and the Tents of Eugene stretching on 
this side : first view he ever had of the actualities of war. 
His account to Papa is so distinct and good, we look through 
it almost as at first-hand for a moment : 

‘Camp at "Wiesenthal, Wednesday, 7th July 1734. 

' Most All-gracious Father, * * We left Niirnberg’ (nothing said of 
our Baireuth affair), ' 4th early, and did not stop till Heilbronn ; where, 
along with the Equipage, I arrived on the 5th. Yesterday I came with 
the Equipage to Eppingen’ (twenty miles, a slow march, giving the 
fourgons time) ; ' and this morning we came to the Camp at Wiesenthal. 

I have dined with General Roder ’ (our Prussian Commander) ; 'and, after 
dinner, rode with Prince Eugene while giving the parole. I handed him 
my All-gracious Father’s Letter, which much rejoiced him. After the 
parole, I went to see the relieving of our outposts ’ (change of sentries 
there), ' and view the French retrenchment. 

( We/ your Majesty’s Contingent, f are throwing-up three redoubts: 
at one of them today, three musketeers have been miserably shot’ 
( geschossen , wounded, not quite killed) ; 'two are of Roder’ s, and one is 
of Finkenstein’s regiment. 

'Tomorrow I will ride to a village which is on our right wing; 
Waghausel is the name of it’ 1 (some five miles off, north of us, near by 
the Rhine) : ' there is a steeple there, from which one can see the French 
Camp ; from this point I will ride down, between the two Lines,’ French 
and ours, ' to see what they are like. 

'There are quantities of hurdles and fascines being made; which, as I 
hear, are to he employed in one of two different plans. The first plan is, 
To attack the French retrenchment generally ; the ditch which is before 
it, and the morass which lies on our left wing, to be made passable with 
these fascines. The other plan is. To amuse the Enemy by a false attack, 
and throw succour into the Town. — One thing is certain, in a few days 
we shall have a stroke of work here. Happen what may, my All-gracious 
Father may be assured that’ etc., 'and that I will do nothing unworthy 
of him. Fri emu oh. ’ 2 

Neither of those fine plans took effect ; nor did anything 
take effect, as we shall see. But in regard to that c survey 
from the steeple of Waghausel, and ride home again between 
1 Biisching, v. 1152. 2 CEuvres , xxvii. part 3d, p. 79. 
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the Lines,’ — in regard to that, here is an authentic fraction 

of anecdote, curiously fitting in, which should not he omitted. 
A certain Herr von Suhm, Saxon Minister at Berlin, occasionally 
mentioned here, stood in much Correspondence with the Crown- 
Prince in the years now following: Correspondence which 
was all published at the due distance of time ; Suhm having, 
at his decease, left the Prince’s Letters carefully assorted with 
that view, and furnished with a Prefatory * Character of the 
Prince-Royal (Portrait du Prince* li oyal 9 par M* tie Sulim)' 
Of which Preface this is a small paragraph, relating to the 
Siege of Philipsburg ; offering us a momentary glance into 
one fibre of the futile War now going on there* Of Suhm, 
and how exact he was, we shall know a little by and by* 
Of c Prince von Lichtenstein,’ an Austrian man and soldier 
of much distinction afterwards, we have only to say that 
he came to Berlin next year on Diplomatic business, and 
that probably enough he had been eyewitness to the little fact, 
-—fact credible perhaps without much proving. One rather 
regretted there was no date to it, no detail to give it where- 
about and fixity in our conception ; that the poor little 
Anecdote, though indubitable, had to hang vaguely in the 
air. Now, however, the above dated Letter does, by accident, 
date Buhm’s Anecdote too; date i July 8 1 as good as certain 
for it; the Siege itself having ended (duly 18) in ten days 
more. Herr von Suhm writes (not for publication till after 
Friedrich’s death and his own) : 

* It was remarked la the Rhine Campaign of 17*14, that this Prince has 
a great deal of intrepidity (tmmmup tin mime)* On one occasion, among 
others" (to all appearance, this very day, * July 8/ riding home from 
Waghliusel between the lines), ‘ when he had gone to reconnoitre the 
Lines of Philipshurg, with a good many people about him,— passing, on 
his return, along a strip of vary thin wood, the cannon-shot from the 
Lines accompanied him incessantly, and crashed down several trees at ht« 
side ; during all which he walked his horse along at the old pace, precisely 
as If nothing were happening, nor in his hand upon the hr idle was there 
the least trace of motion perceptible. Hume who gave attention to the 
matter remarked, on the contrary, that he did not discontinue ipettkizsg 
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very tranquilly to some Generals who accompanied him ; and wtio admired 
his hearing, in » kind of danger with which he had not yet had occasion 
to familiarise himself. It. is from the Prince von Lichtenstein that I have 
this anecdote / 1 

On the 15th arrived his Majesty in person, with the Old 
Dessauer, Buddenbrock, Derschau and a street, suite ; in hopes 
of witnessing remarkable feats of war, now that the crisis of 
Philipsburg was coming on. Many Princes were assembled 
there, in the like hope : Prince of Orange (honeymoon well 
ended % a vivacious light gentleman, slightly crooked in the 
back ; Princes of Baden, Darmstadt, Waldeck : all maimer of 
Princes and distinguished personages, Fourscore Princes of 
them by tale, the eyes of Europe being turned on this matter, 
and on old Eugenes guidance of it. Prince Fret! of England, 
even he had a notion of coining to learn war. 

It was about; this time, not many weeks ago, that Fred, 
now falling into much discrepancy with his Father, and at a 
loss for a career to himself, appeared on a sudden in the 
Antechamber at St, James's, one day ; and solemnly demanded 
an interview with his Majesty, Which his indignant Majesty, 
after some conference with Walpole, decided to grant. Prince 
Fred, when admitted, made three demands ; T*. To be allowed 
to go upon the l.thine Lampaigin by way of a temporary career 
for himself; 2 0 , That lie might have something definite to live 
upon, a fixed revenue being suitable in bis circumstances ; 
i.y\ That* after those sad Prussian disappointments, some suit- 
able 'Consort might lie chosen for him* • -heart and household 
lying in such waste condition, Poor Fred, who of us knows 
what of sense might be in these demands ? Few creatures 
more absurdly situated are to be found in this world. To go 
where his equals were* and learn soldiering u little* might really 
have been useful. Paternal Majesty receded Fred and Ids 

1 C&mspndmm tk Priiirk /A mm M, ik Snhm flirt im, 17S7) ; Avium 

fwopew, p, xviii, {written srfth April 1740!, The h all hi 

(Euvm th FritMrk (xvL 247*408); fail the HiiHm Iheko r net, 
a Ihul wedded 1 ‘riaress An«c, George ii/s eltol* aph (141b) March 1734 j 
to the joy of self a ml msmkmil, In Kngke.nl here. 



pR.x.] PRINCE GOES TO RHINE CAMPAIGN 125 

^ tree Demands with fulminating look ; answered, to the first 
^Vo, nothing ; to the third, about a Consort, c Yes, you shall ; 
^Xit be respectful to the Queen ; — and now off with you; away ! ’ 1 
Poor Fred, he has a circle of hungry Parliamenteers about 
young Pitt, a Cornet of Horse, young Lyttelton of 
IJagley, our old Soissons friend, not to mention others of 
^orse type ; to whom this royal Young Gentleman, with his 
y^nities, ambitions, inexperiences, plentiful inflammabilities, is 
***iportant for exploding Walpole. He may have, and with 
€?*eat justice I should think, the dim consciousness of talents 
for doing something better than ‘ write madrigals ’ in this 
^orld : infinitude of wishes and appetites he clearly has ; — he 
full of inflammable materials, poor youth. And he is the 
fireship those older hands make use of for blowing Walpole 
^tid Company out of their anchorage. What a school of virtue 
for a young gentleman ; — and for the elder ones concerned 
^vith him ! Pie did not get to the Rhine Campaign ; nor 
indeed ever to anything, except to writing madrigals, and being 
v^ery futile, dissolute and miserable with what of talent Nature 
had given him. Let us pity the poor constitutional Prince. 
Our Fritz was only in danger of losing his life ; but what is 
"that, to losing your sanity, personal identity almost, and 
becoming Parliamentary Fireship to his Majesty’s Opposition ? 

Friedrich Wilhelm stayed a month campaigning here ; 
graciously declined Prince Eugene’s invitation to lodge in 
TEIead Quarters, under a roof and within built walls ; preferred 
et tent among his own people, and took the common hardships, 

with great hurt to his weak health, as was afterwards found. 

In these weeks, the big Czarina, who has set a price ( 100,000 
irubles, say 15 , 000 Z.) upon the head of poor Stanislaus, hears 
-that his Prussian Majesty protects him; and thereupon 
signifies, in high terms, That she, by her Feldmarschall 
d\dunnich, will come across the frontiers and seize the said 
Stanislaus. To which his Prussian Majesty answers positively, 
1 Coxe’s Walpole , i. 322. 
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111 proper IJiplouuiiir totu% * ^IjuIhio* I ^ill in no 
permit it,!' Perhaps his Many's remarkablext transaction, 
here on the Rhine, was this concerning Stanislaus, For 
Seckendorf the Feidzeugmeister was here also, on military 
function, not. forgetful of tin* Diplomacies ; who busily assailed 
his Majesty, on the Kaiser’s part, in the same direct ion : 4 < live 
np Stanislaus, your Majesty! How ridiculous (Hu/urlkh) to 
be perhaps ruined for' Stanislaus !’ But, without the least 
effect, now or afterwards. 

Boor Stanislaus, in the beginning of July, got across into 
Preussen, as we intimated; and there he continued, safe 
against any amount of rubles and Feldmarsehnils, entreaties 
and menaces. At Angerburg, on tin* Prussian frontier, he 
found a steadfast veteran, Lieutenant Genera! von Katie, 
Commandant in those parts (Father of a certain poor 
Lieutenant, whom we tragically knew of long ago !) which 
veteran gentleman received the fugitive Majesty, 1 with 
welcome in the King’s name, ami ussumnees of an honour- 
able asylum till the times and roads should clear again for 
his Fugitive Majesty. Fugitive Majesty, for whom the roads 
and times were very dark at present, went to Marion werder ; 
talked of going ‘to Ptllau, for a sea- passage,' of going to 
various places ; went finally to Kbiiigsherg, and there, with 
a considerable Polish Suite of Fugitives, very moneyless, and 
very expensive, most of them, who had accumulated about, 
him, set-up his ataxic. There for almost two ynrx, in fact 
till this War ended, the Fugitive Polish Majesty eoutinued ; 
Friedrich Wilhelm punctually protecting him, and even pay- 
ing him a small Pension (Ait/* a month), franco, the least it 
could do for the Grandfather of France, allowing a much larger 
one; larger, though still inaderpiate. France has left its 
Grandfather strangely in the lurch here; with ‘ lUUJHH) 
rubles on his head.” But Friedrich Wilhelm knows the 
sacred rites, and will do them; continues deaf as a doorpost 
alike to the menaces and the entreaties of Kaiser and Czarina; 

1 Mititmf* II* §Sf* 
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strictly intimating to Miinnich what the Laws of Neutrality 
arc, and that they must be observed. Which, by his Majesty s 
„ood arrangements, Munnich, willing enough to the contrary 
had it been feasible, found himself obliged to comply with* 
Prussian Majesty, like a King and a gentleman, would listen 
to no terms 'about dismissing or delivering-up, or otherwise 
failing in the sacred rites to Stanislaus; but honourably kept 
him there till the times and routes cleared themselves again. 

A plain piece of duty ; punctually done: the beginning ot it 
falls here in the Camp at Philipsburg, July- August 17 .M ; m 
May 1736 we shall see some glimpse of the end ! 

His Prussian Majesty in Camp at Philipsburg, so dis- 
tinguished a volunteer, doing us the honour to encamp here, 

< was asked to all the Councils-of- War that were held, say 

the Books. And he did attend, the Crown-Prince and he, 
on important occasions: hut, alas, there was, so to speak, 
nothing to be consulted of. Fascines and hurdles lay useless ; 
no attempt was made to relieve Philipsburg. On the third 
day after his Majesty's arrival, July 18 th, Philipsburg, alter 
a stiff defence of six weeks, growing hopeless of relief, had to 
surrender; • -French then proceeded to repair Philipsburg, no 
attempt on Eugene’s part to molest them there, li they try 
ulterior operations on this side the River, he eountei - tries ; 

and that is all. . 

Our Crown-Prince, somewhat of a judge in after years, is 
maturely of opinion, That the French Lines were by no 
means inexpugnable ; that the French Army might have been 
ruined under an attack of the proper kind,* Their position 
was bad ; no room to unfold themselves for tight, except; with 
the Town’s cannon playing on them all the while ; only one. 
Bridge to get across by, in ease of coming to the worse, 
defeat of them probable, and ruin to them inevitable in case 
of defeat. But Prince Eugene, with an Army little to his 
mind (Rcieh’s-Contingents not to be depended on, thought 
1 Forster, il. 132, 134-136. ‘ l (Ewm de Fridiric, u 167- 
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Eugene), durst not venture: ‘Seventeen victorious Battles, 
and if we should be defeated in the eighteenth and last. . 

It is probable the Old Dessauer, had he been Generalissimo, 
with this same Army, — in which, even in the Reich s part of 
it, we know Ten Thousand of an effective character,— would 
have done some stroke upon the French; but Prince Eugene 
would not try. Much dimmed from his former self this old 
hero ; age now 73 a good deal wearied with the long 
march through Time. And this very Summer, his pother s 
Son, the last male of his House, had suddenly died of 
inflammatory fever ; left the old man very mournful: A£ne 
alone, at the end of one’s long march ; laurels have n ? f , hi I 
then?’ He stood cautious, on the defensive; and m this 
capacity is admitted to have shown skilful management. 

X But Philipsburg being taken, there is no longer the least 
event to be spoken of; the Campaign passed into a senes of 

advancings, retreatings, facings, and ^ 

—painful manoeuvrings, on both sides of the Rhine and o 
the' Neckar,— without result farther to the FVench, without 
memorability to either side. About the mld ^ le ° f A " gU ^’ 
Friedrich Wilhelm went away ;— health much huit y 

L„ t , u„d» «« 

p<rtY°ficOTtel°his Majesty to Maim, where was a Dinner of 
SSTStaBj, by L Kurfurst ! >-D nn» do^e, b. 
Majesty stept on board ‘the Electoral Yacht i and m tte 
fine hospitable vehicle went sweeping through the Bm b 
Loc^ rapidly down towards Wesel , and the Crown-Prince 
andparty* returned to their Camp, which is upon the Neckar 

“ SfSSta about, and Crown-Prince in it : to Heidelberg, 

to Waiblingen, Weinheim; close to or 

it is not worth following: nor m Friedrichs own Letters, or 
in other documents, is there, on the best examination any- 
thing considerable to be gleaned respecting his procedures 
l I5 th August (Fassmann, p. 5 11 )* 
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there. He hears of the ill-success in Italy, Battle of Parma 
at the due date, with the natural feelings ; speaks with a 
sorrowful gaiety, of the muddy fatigues, futilities here on the 
Rhine ; — has the sense, however, not to blame his superiors 
unreasonably. Here, from one of his Letters to Colonel 



Camas, is a passage worth quoting for the credit of the 
writer. With Camas, a distinguished Prussian Frenchman, 
whom we mentioned elsewhere, still more with Madam 
Camas in time coming, he corresponded much, often in a 
fine filial manner : 


< The present Campaign is a school, where profit may be reaped from 
observing the confusion and disorder which reigns in this Army: it has 
been a field very barren in laurels; and those who have been used, all 


von. in. 
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tlioir life, to gather such, and on Seventeen distinguished occasions 'have 
done so, am get none this time.’ Next year, we all hope to he on the 
Moselle, and to find that a fruitfulcr field. * * * ‘ I am afraid, dear 
Camas, you think lam going to put on the cothurnus; to set-up for a 
small Eugene, and, pronouncing with a doctoral tone what each should 
have done and not have done, condemn and blame to right and left. No, 
my dear Camas ; far from carrying my arrogance to that point, I admire 
the conduct of our Chief, and do not disapprove that, of his worthy 
Adversary ; and far from forgetting tin- esteem and consideration due to 
persons who, scarred with wounds, have by years and long service gained 
a consummate experience, I shall hear them more willingly than ever as 
my teachers, and try to learn from them how to arrive at honour, and 
what is the shortest road into the secret of this Profession.’ * 

This other, to Lieutenant Gniben, three weeks earlier in 
date, shows us a different aspect ; which is at least equally 
authentic; and may he worth taking with us. Gniben is 
Lieutenant,— -I suppose still of the Regiment Goltz, though 
he is left there behind ; — at any rate, he is much a familiar 
with the Prince at Ruppin ; was ringleader, it is thought, in 
those midnight pranks upon parsons, and the other escapades 
there;" a merry man, eight years older than the Prince, • 
with whom it is clear enough he stands on a very free footing. 
Philipsburg was lost a month ago; French are busy repairing 
it; ; and nmmenvering, with no effect, to get; into tin* interior 
of Germany a little. Wcinheim is a little Town on the north 
side of the Neck nr, a dozen miles or so front Mannheim; - 
out of which, and into which, the Prussian Corps goes 
shifting from time to time, as Prince Eugene and the French 
manoeuvre to no purpose in that Rhine Neckar Country. 
‘ Ihrtkk TcrmMnn it appears, is a hit. of Hungarian 
swearing; should he Ordck tmmtete; and means ‘ The Devil 
made you ! ’ 

* \Winhtdm, 17 Uj Atifttwi X7*H4. 

* Jterdefc Temntetem! * € Went wit.lt them, got Imnged with them/' 3 
mud the Bielefeld Innkeeper ! Bo will it he with me, poor devil ; for I 

* 4 Camp at Heidelberg, nth September 1734* {(Kuvn% xvh Ijl), 

52 Btisching, v, 20. 

3 * Mitgegangm, mitgskmgm :* Letter it in German. 
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go rtawdling 1 about with this Anny here ; naff the IWh will have t ho 
bettor of us. W© want to bo over the Neokur again (to tl»« s <»‘th or 
Flnlipslmi-g side), 'and the rogues won't let us. What most provokes me 
in the matter is, that while we are here in such a wilderness of trouble, 
doing our utmost, by military labours and enduranees, to make ourselves 

heroic, thou si Uest, thou devil, at home ! 

'Due do Bouillon has lost his equipage ; our Hussars took it. at 
Landau ’ (other side the Rhine, a while ago). ‘ Here we stand m mud to 
the ears ; fifteen of the Regiment A It- Baden have sunk altogether m the 
mud. Mud comes of a waterspout, or sudden cataract of rain, there was 
in these Heidelberg Countries; two villages, Fulirenheim and band- 
hausen, it swam away, every stick of them (yurts mid t/ttr). 

< Captain von Stojentin, of Regiment Flans/ one of our eight Regiments 
hero, ' has got wounded in the head, in an affair of honour ; he is still 
alive, and it is hoped ho will get through it. 

c The Drill-Demon lias now got into the Kaiser’s people too : 1 nm-e 
Eugene is grown heavier with his drills than wo ourselves. He is often 
three hours at it and the Kaiser's people curse us for the same, at a 
frightful rat©. Adieu. If the Devil don't get thee, 1ns ought. There- 
fore vale. 1 F.uurmn n. 


No laurels to bo gained here ; but plenty of mud, and 
laborious hardship, — met, as we perceive, with youthful 
stoicism, of the derisive, and perhaps of better forms. 
Friedrich is twenty-two and some months, when he makes 
his first Campaign. The general physiognomy of his 
behaviour in it we have to guess from these few indications. 
No doubt he profited by it, on the military side ; and would 
study with quite new light and vivacity after sueh contact 
with the fact studied of. Very didactic to witness even * the 
confusions of this Army/ and what comes of them to Armies ! 
For the rest, the society of Eugene, Lichtenstein, and so 
many Princes of the Reich, and Chiefs of existing mankind, 
could not but be entertaining to the young man ; and 
silently, if he wished to read the actual Time, as sure enough 
lie, with human and with royal eagerness, did wish, they 
were here as the alphabet of it to him : important for years 
coming. Nay it is not doubled, the insight he hen* got. into 
the condition of the Austrian Army and its management, * 

1 Qiuvm de I-rMic, xxvii. purl 3(1, p, l8i. 
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4 Army left seven days without bread,’ for one instance, — gave 
him afterwards the highly important notion, that such Army 
could be beaten if necessary !— 

Wilhelmina says, his chief comrade was Margraf Heinrich ; 

the III Margraf; who was cut by Friedrich, in after years, 

for some unknown bad behaviour. Margin! Heinrich 4 led 
him into all manner of excesses,’ says Wilhelmina, --probably 
in the language of exaggeration. He himseli tells her, in one 
of his Letters, a day or two before Papa’s departure : 4 The 
Camp is soon to be close on Mainz, nothing but the Rhine 
between Mainz and our right wing where my place is ; and so 
soon as Serenissimus goes ’ {Le Sercnissinw, so he irreverently 
names Papa), 4 1 mean to be across for some sport,”— no 
doubt the 111 Margraf with me ! With the Elder Margraf, 
little Sophie’s Betrothed, whom he called 4 big clown ’ in a 
Letter we read, he is at this date in open quarrel, — * brouiM a 
toute entrance with the mad Son-in-law, who is the wildest 
wild-beast of all this Camp.’ " 

Wilhelmina’s Husband had come, in the beginning of 
August; but was not so happy as he expected. Considerably 
cut-out by the 111 Heinrich. Here is a small adventure they 
had ; mentioned by Friedrich, and copiously recorded by 
Wilhelmina: adventure on some ltiver,- - -which we could 
guess, if it were worth guessing, to have been the Neckar, not 
the Rhine. French had a fortified post on the farther side 
of this River; Crown- Prince, 111 Margraf, and Wilhelmina’s 
Husband were quietly looking about, them, riding up the. 
other side : Wilhelmina’s Husband decided to take a pencil- 
drawing of the French post, and paused for that object. 
Drawing was proceeding unmolested, when his foolish Haircut h 
Hussar, having an excellent rifle ( tvyuebu.se rtti/ee) with him, 
took it into his head to have a shot at the French sentries at 
long range. His shot hit nothing; but it. awakened the 
French animosity, as was natural; the French begun diligently 
firing; and might easily have done mischief. My Husband, 
1 (Burnt dt Fridlrit t xxvii. part lit, i>. *7 path Aug.). * lt>. 
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vofleyum-out souk: rebuke upon the blockhead of a Hussar, 
finished his drawing, in spite of the .French bullets ; then rode 
up to the Crown- Prince and III Margraf, who had got their 
share of what was going, and were in no good humour with 
him. Ill Margraf rounded things into the Crown-Prince’s 
ear, in an unmannerly way, with glances at my Husband ; — 
who understood it well enough ; and promptly coerced such 
ill-bred procedures, intimating, in a polite impressive way, 
that they would be dangerous if persisted in. Which reduced 
the 111 Margraf to a spiteful but silent condition. No other 
harm was done at that time ; the French bullets all went 
awry, or ‘ even fell short, being sucked-in by the river,’ thinks 
Wilhelmina . 1 

A more important feature of the Crown-Prince’s life in 
these latter weeks is the news he gets of his Father. Friedrich 
Wilhelm, after quitting the Electoral Yacht, did his reviewing 
at Wesel, at Bielefeld, all his reviewing in those Rhine and 
Wcser Countries; then turned aside to pay a promised visit 
to Ginkel the Berlin Dutch Ambassador, who has a fine House 
in those parts ; and there his Majesty has fallen seriously ill. 
Obliged to {muse at Ginkcl’s, and then at his own Schloss of 
Moyiand, for some time ; does not reach l otsdam till the 14th 
September, and then in a weak, worsening, and altogether 
dangerous condition, which firsts for months to come . 2 
Wrecks of gout, they say, and of all manner of nosological 
mischief ; falling to dropsy. Case desperate, think all the 
Newspapers, in a cautious form ; which is F riediich Wilhelms 
own opinion pretty much, and that of those better informed. 
Here arc thoughts for a Crown-Prince ; woll-afleetcd to his 
Father, yet suffering much from him which is grievous. To 
bystanders, one now makes a different figure : ‘ A Crown- 
Prince, who may lie King one of these days,— whom a little 
adulation were well spent upon ! ’ From within and from 
without come agitating influences; thoughts which must be 

1 Wilhelmina, ii. ao8, 209 ; OSmres dt FridF'\ xxvii. part 1st, p. 19 . 

• Fawmaun, pp. Sia -533 * September 1734-Jmmary 1735. 
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rigorously repressed, mu! which are not wholly repressive. 
Tlie soldiering Crown Prince, from about the end of Sept.em- 
l)er, for the last week or two of this Campaign, is secretly no 
longer quite the same to himself or to others. 

(iUmpsr of Lieutenant Chnsot, and t; father Aequldthms 

We have still two little points to specify, or to bring up 
from the rearward whither they are fallen, in regard to this 
Campaign. After which the wearisome ( amp.aign shall 
terminate; Crown- Prince leading his Ten Thousand to 
'Frank furt^ towards their whdtuMj untie rs at, Westphalia; and 
tlu*n himself running norms from Frankfurt (October 5th), 
to see Wilhelmina for a day or two on the way homewards ; 

,« 4 vith much pleasure to all parlies, my readers and me 

included ! 

point is, That, some time in this Campaign, probably 
towards the end of it, the Crown Prince, Old Dossauer and 
some others with them, 4 procured passports' went across, and 
* saw the French Camp,' and what new phenomena were in it 
for them. Where, when, how, or with what; impression left 
on either side, we do not learn, it was not much of a Camp 
for military admiration* tins of the French, 1 1 here wore old 
soldiers of distinction in it here and there ; a tew young 
soldiers diligently studious of their art; and a great many 
young fops of high birth and high ways, strutting about; 1 in 
red-heeled shoes** with 4 Commissions got from Court' for this 
War, ami nothing of the soldier but the epaulettes and 
pltuniigesr—ftpt to be 4 insolent" among their poorer comrades. 
From all parties* young and old, even from that insolent red* 
heel party, nothing but the highest finch of politeness could 
be visible on this particular occasion. Doubtless all passed 
in the usual satisfactory manner ; and the Crown-Prince got 
his pleasant excursion* and materials* more or less, for after 
thought and comparison. But as there is nothing uhatmer 
% Mimmru *k Mmiiiis 
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of^t'oVrecord for us but the bare fact, we leave it to the 
reader’s imagination, — fact being indubitable, and details not 
inconceivable to lively readers. Among the Trench dignitaries 
doing the honours of their Camp on this occasion, he was 
struck by the General’s Adjutant, a ‘ Count de Rottembourg ’ 
(properly von Rotlwnburg, of German birth, kinsman to the 
Rothenburg whom we have seen as French Ambassador at 
Berlin long since) ; a promising young soldier ; whom he did 
not lose sight of again, but acquired in due time to his own 
service, and found to be of eminent worth there. A Count 
von Schmettau, two Brothers von Schmettau,. here in the 
Austrian service ; superior men, Prussian by birth, and very 
fit to be acquired by and by ; these the Crown-Prince had 
already noticed in this Rhine Campaign,— having always his 
eyes open to phenomena of that kind. 


The second little point is of date perhaps two months 
anterior to that of the French Camp; and is marked suffi- 
ciently in this Excerpt from our confused Manuscripts : 


Before quitting Philips!) urg, there hefel one slight adventure, whic , 
though it seemed to be nothing, is worth recording here. One day, date 
not given, a young French Officer, of ingenuous prepossessing look, 
though much flurried at the moment, came across as mvoluntary deserter 
flying from a great peril in his own camp. The name of him is Ch , 
lieutenant of such and such a Regiment : ‘Take me to Prince Eugene ! 
he entreats, which is done. Peril was this : A high young gentleman, 
one of those fops in red heels, ignorant, and capable of msolencetoa 
poorer comrade of studious turn, had fixed a duel upon Chasot. Cliasot 
ran h mTrough, in fair duel ; dead, and is thought to have dese^ed it 
‘But Due de Boufflers is his kinsman: run, or you are lost ! cmd 
everybody. The Officers of his Regiment hastily redacted some cert 
cl for Chasot, hastily signed it; and Chasot ran, scarcely waiting to 

^‘WmlTyL Serene Highness protect meP’-'Certamly !' said 
Eugene ;-gave Chasot a lodging among his own people ; “d appointed 
one of them, Herr Brender by name, to show him about, and teaefi him 

the nature of his new quarters. Chasot, a ib ^ e . f nd ver y 

soon became a favourite; eager to be useful where possible, ana very 

pleasant in discour se 3 said everybody. 
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By and by,— still nt Philipslmrg, an would seem, though it is not said 
— the Crown- Prince hoard of < ‘hasot ; asked Premier to bring him over. 
Hera in Chase t*H own necotmi : through which, as through a small <*y let- 
hole, we peep once more, and for the last time, direct into tho Crown- 
Prince's Campaign-life on this occasion : 

# Next morning, at ten o'clock the appointed hour, Ilrender having 
ordered out one of his horses for me, I accompanied him to the Prince * 
who received us in his 'lent, behind which he had, hollowed, out to the 
depth of three or four feet, a large Dining room, with windows, and a 
roof/ I hope of good height, * thatched with straw. His Royal Highness, 
after two-hours conversation, in which he had put a hundred questions to 
me* (a Prince desirous of knowing the facts), * dismissed us ; ami at part- 
ing, hade me return often to him in the evenings, 
t It was in this Dining-room, at the end of a great; dinner, the day after 
next, that the Prussian guard introduced a Trumpet front Monsieur 
d'Asfehl * (French IhmunaiulerTm Chief since Berwick's death), with my 
three horses, sent over from the French Army, Prince Eugene, who was 
present, and in good humour, said, ‘ We must sell those horses, they 
don't speak Herman ; Premier will take care to mount yon some way or 
other/ Prince Lichtenstein immediately put a price on my horses j and 
they were sold on the spot at three times their worth. The Prince of 
Orange, who was of this Dinner* (slightly crook-hacked witty gentleman, 
English honeymoon well over), 4 said to me in a half whisper, “ Monsieur, 
there is nothing like selling horses to people who have dined well/* 
c After this sale, I found myself richer than I had ever been In my life. 
The Prince- Royal sent me, almost daily, n groom and led horse, that 1 
might mtm to him, and sometimes follow him in his excursions, At lost, 
he had it proposed to me, by M. de Premier, and even by Prince Eugene, 
to accompany him to Berlin/ Which., of course, I did ; taking Hu ppm 
first. * 1 arrived at Berlin from Enppiii, in 17.TR two days after the 
marriage of Friedrich Wilhelm Murgraf of Nehwedt * {111 Margraf n elder 
Brother, wildest wild-beast of this Camp) * with the Princess Bophie,— 
that is to say, 12th of November Marriage having been on the KHh, as 
the Books teach ns, Chmwt remembers that, on the 14th, * the Drown* 
Prince gave, In his Berlin mansion, a dinner to all the Royal Family/ in 
honour of that auspicious wedding/ 

Tims is Chasot established with the Drown -Prince. He 
will turn-tip fighting well in subsequent parts of this History ; 
and again duelling fatally* though nothing of a quarrelsome 
man, as he asserts. 

1 Kurd von Sehlfccr, Chmat (Berlin, tS$6) t pj *, 20 * 22 * A plenum little 
Book ; tolerably accurate, ami of very readable quality. 
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Crown- Primr's Vixit to linhrnth on the Way home 

October Mb, the Crown-Prince lms parted with Prince 
Emnauv not to meet again in this world; ‘an old hero 
mmo to the shadow of himself,’ says the Crown-Prince; 1 — 
and is giving his Prussian War-Captains ft farewell dinner at 
Frankfurt -on-Mavn ; having himself led the Ten Thousand so 
far towards Winter quarters, and handing them over now to 
their usual commanders. They are to winter in Westphalia, 
these Ten Thousand, in the Paderborn- Minister Country ; 
where thev am nothing like welcome to the Ruling Powers; 

nor are intended to he so, Kur-Koln (proprietor there) and 

his Brother of Bavaria having openly French leanings. The 
Prussian Ten Thousand will have to help themselves to the 
essential, therefore, without, welcome; and things are not 
pleasant. And the Ruling Powers, by protocol ling, still more 
the Commonalty if it try at mobbing, 8 can only make them 
worse. Indeed it is said the Ten Thousand, though their 
hearing was so perfect otherwise, generally behaved rather ill 
in their marches over Germany, during this War, and 
always worst, it was remarked by observant persons, in the 
countries (Bamberg and Wurzburg, for instance) where their 
officers had in past years been in recruiting troubles. Where- 
by observant persons explained the phenomenon to them- 
selves. But we omit all that; our concern lying elsewhere. 
‘Directly after dinner at. Frankfurt,’ the Crown-Prince drives 
off, rapidly ns his wont is, towards Baireuth. He arrives 
there on the morrow ; ‘October 5 th,’ says Wilhelmina,— who 
again illuminates him to us, though with oblique lights, for 
an instant. 

Wilhelmina was in low spirits : — weak health ; add funeral 
of the Prince of Culmbach (killed in the Battle of Parma), ill- 
ness of Papa, and other sombre events : — and was by no 

* tEmns {Mm, <i$ BnmMmrg)* L 167, % 

* * 28th Match 1735 * (Fawmann, *>. $ 47 )? Buchholz, u 136. 



188 APPRHN'i'K’HSIIIP, PAST STAGS [book ix. 

Istb Oct, 173^ 

means content with the Crown Prince, on this occasion. 
Strangely altered since we met him in duly last ! It may he, 
the Crown-Prince, looking, with an airy buoyancy of mind, to- 
wards a certain Event probably near, has got his yotnm head 
inflated a little, and carries himself with a height new to tins 
beloved Sister ; but probably the sad humour of the Princess 
herself has a good deal to do with it Alas, the contrast 
between a heart knowing secretly its own bitterness, ami a 
friend's heart conscious of joy ami triumph, is harsh and 
shocking to the former of the two! Here is the Princess's 
account; with the subtrahend, twenty-five or seventvdive per 
cent, not deducted from it; 

CMy Brother arrived, the fdh of October. He seemed to me put-out 
(d/rmitnmmr ) ; ami to breaks Of conversation with me, he said he had to 
write to the King and Queen. I ordered him pen and paper. He wrote 
in my room ; and spent, more than a good hour in writing a couple of 
Letters, of a line or two each. He thou had all the Court, one after the 
other, introduced to him ; said nothing to any of them, looked merely 
with a mocking air at them ; after which we went to dinner, 

* Here his whole conversation consisted in tjui/./ung {turlupiner) what- 
ever he saw ; and repeating to me, above a hundred times over, the words 
u little Prince," u little Court/* l warn shocked; and could not under- 
stand how he had changed so suddenly towards me. The eih|nette of all 
Courts in the Empire is, that nobody who has not at the least the rank of 
Captain can sit, at a Princes table; my Brother put a lieutenant there, 
who was in his suite ; saying to me, M A King’s lieutenants are as good 
m a Margrufs Ministers.” I swallowed this incivility, and showed* no 
sign. 

4 After dinner, being alone with me, he said/ turning up the flippant 
side of his thoughts, truly, in a questionable way ; * * 4 Our Mre is going 

to end (Hre <1 m Jin) ; he will not livenmt this month. I know I have 
made you great promises ; hut I am not in a condition to keep them. I 
will give you up the Half of the sum which the lute King" (mtr (imtuU 
father) u lent you; 1 1 think you will have every reason to he satisfied 
with that, * I answered, That my regard for him had never been of an 
interested nature ; that I would never ask anything of him, but the con- 
tinuance of his friendship ; and did not wish one sou, if it would in the 
least inconvenience him, “No, no,” said he, 11 you shall have those 

1 Supra, vol. li pp. *05-306, 
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; l have dost ini'll them fur you. IVnjilo will be much 
, -(111111111011 ho. “ tu koo mo not unite dili'ereuUy from whut 
■ 1 , oxpoctoil. 1 hoy imagine 1 »m going tu lavish nil my treasures, 

iml that money will become us common :m pebbles at Berlin : but. they will 
foil l know better. 1 mean tu increase my Army, mu! tu leave nil utfler 
thiium on the ubl lout iny. 1 will have every consideration for the Queen 
i , yidjjicr, mul will sate her (rttsxnsirrui) with honours ; but I tlo not 
mean that she shall meihlle in my affairs ; mul if him try it, who will find 

»> \vs, :l t. ii oh ; whut an outbreak of candour in the young man, 

preoccupied with hit own great thoughts mid difficulties, tu the ex 
elusion of any et her person h ! 

. j j' rom (be clouds on hearing all that ; and knew not it I was 
sleeping or waking. He then ijiiiwtiuneil me on the affairs of thin 
Country. 1 gave him the detail of them. He Maid to me: “ When 
vuitr irmwo (/«•«»>) of a Father in law die*, 1 advise you to break-up the 
whole Court, and reduce yourselves to the footing of a private genthv- 
establishment, in order to pay your debts. In real truth, you 
liare no need of so many people ; amt you niu»t try also to reduce the 
wages of tluiHi* whom you cannot. help keeping. Vou have been 
accustomed to live at Berlin with a table of four dishes ; that is all you 
want here: and 1 will invito you now ami then to Berlin; which will 
Him re table mul hoitsekeejiiug. 

‘ For a long while my heart had heen getting big ; I could not restrain 
my tears, at hearing all these indignities, “Why tlo you cry?" said 
he: “ Ah, ah, you are in low spirits, 1 moo. Wo must dissipates that 
dark humour. The music waits us ; 1 wilt drive that fit out, of you by an 
air or two on the Unto." He gave mo his hand, and led me into the 
other room, 1 »ut down to the harpsichord ; which 1 inundated (iwmdtii) 
with my tears, MarwilC imy artful Demoiselle d’ Atoms, perhaps too 
artful in time coming) * phicctl herself opposite mo, no as to hide from the 
others what, disorder I was in.** 

For the last two days of the visit, Wilhehuina admits her 
Brulher was a little hinder. Hut, oit the fourth tiny there 
ettute, by estafette, a I.etler front the <t>ueeu, conjuring him to 
return 'without Belay, the King growing worse and worse. 
Wilhehuina, who hoed her Father, and whose outlooks in ease 
of his decease appeared to lie so little flattering, was over- 
whelmed with sorrow. Of her Brother, however, she strove 
to forget that strange outbreak of candour ; and parted with 
him as if all were mewled Between them again. Nay, the 
* WMicImfmi, U, ai 6 -aiB. 
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It appears, Friedrich met it nmlinl reception tit the mefo 
room hI Potsdam ; nod, in spite of his levities to Wilhelmhm, 
wits drnek In the heart by what he saw there, For mouths 
to emit**, he seems to ho mnHmmUv running between Potsdam 
mu! Uupptn, eager to minister to his sick Father, when 
military leave in procurable, Other fact about him, other 
usj*rct of him, in those months, is not on record for us, 

Of hi* young Madam, or Frtneess lloyal, peaceably resident 
Ilf Bedm m at SchootmitHein and doing the meant officialities, 
formal visiting* and the like, we hear nothing ; of Vhieen 
Sophie and the of tons*, nothing: auxtom, all of them, no 
doubt, ahoot tin* event at Potsdam* tittd otherwise silent fo 
II*. His Majesty * dim*** comes amt goes; now hop*, and 
again almost noire, Margrtif of Srhwrdt am! his young Bride, 
we filo-ady know, were married in November ; and lieutenant 
llntsot ft wo dais old in Berlin} told us, there was Dinner hy 
the Frown f Vince to all the Huy id Family on that occasion ; 
* poor Majestv out at PoDdum languishing in the back- 
ground, meanwhile, 

tin CWonid the iVowtr IVince pisses naturally at Berlin* 
We find he takes a good deal to tin* French .Ambassador, one 
Munjnh de la tlniardie; a showy restless character, of fume 
in I he (itt/ette* of that linn**, who did mudi intriguing at 
Petersburg some year* hence, imt in a signally triumphant 
wav, and then in a signally uidrimnphntd ; and is not now 
worth any knowledge hut n transient accidental one* 
CheBmlte came Iiitiier about Stanislaus and hi* nfiiur* ; fried 
hard, hut in vain, to tempt Friedrich Wilhelm into 
Intel fr retire ; is naturally huxiouh to captivate the Crown- 
I Vince i hi present rtrcntndttiiim 
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Friedrich Wilhelm lay at Potsdam, between < Eat It mid life, 
for almost four months to come; the Newspapers spend, -dime 
much on his situation; political people extremely anxious 
what would become of him, or in fact, when he would die; 
for that was considered the likely issue. Fassumnn {jives 
dolorous dippings from the Lri/tlnt nil in a blubber 

of teal’s, according to the then fashion, but full of impertinent 
curiosity withal. And from the Seekendorf private Papers 
there are Extracts of a still more inquisitive and notable 
character: Seekcmiorf and the Kaiser having an intense 
interest in this painful occurrence. 

Seekendorf is not now himself at Berlin; but running much 
about, on other errands; can only see Friedrich Wilhelm, if 
at all, in a passing wav. And even this will soon cease ; 
and in fact, to us it is by far the most excellent result of this 
French- Aust rian War, that it carries Seekendorf dear away ; 
who now quits Berlin and the Diplomatic line, and obligingly 
goes out of our sight henceforth. The old Ordnance. .Master, 
as an Imperial General of rank, is needed now for War Service, 
if he has any skill that way. In those late months, he was 
duly in attendance at Philipshurg and the Rhine Campaign, 
in a subaltern torpid capacity, like Brunswick -Rev cm and the 
others ; ready for work, had there been any : but next season, 
he expects to have a Division of his own, and to do something 

considerable. In regard to Berlin and the Diplumm it s, hr 

has appointed a Nephew of his, a Seekendorf Junior, to take 
his place there; to keep the old machinery in gear, if nothing 
more; and furnish copious reports during the present crisis. 
These Reports of Seekendorf Junior, — full of eavesdroppiugs, 
got from a Ktmmemohr ( N iggvr ton-key), who waits in tin* 
sick-room at Potsdam, and is sensible to bribes, have been 
printed ; and we mean to glance slightly into them. But m 
to Seekendorf Senior, readers mu entertain the lived hope 
that they have at length done with him; that, in these our 

promises, we shall never see him again ; nay, shall see 

him, on extraneous dim fields, far enough away, smarting 
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and suffering, till even we are almost sorry for the oid 
knave ! — 

Friedrich Wilhelm's own prevailing opinion is, that he 
cannot recover. His bodily sufferings are great : dropsically 
swollen, sometimes like to be choked : no bed that he can 
bear to lie on ; — oftenest rolls about in a Bath-chair ; very 
heavy-laden indeed ; and I think of tenderer humour than in 
former sicknesses. To the Old Dessauer he writes, few days 
after getting home to Potsdam : ‘ I am ready to quit the 
world, as Your Dilection knows, and has various times heard 
me say. One ship sails faster, another slower ; but they come 
all to one haven. Let it be with me, then, as the Most High 
has determined for me.’ 1 He has settled his affairs, Fassmann 
says, so far as possible ; settled the order of his funeral, How 
he is to be buried, in the Garrison Church of Potsdam, with- 
out pomp or fuss, like a Prussian Soldier ; and what regiment 
or regiments it is that are to do the triple volley over him, 
by way of finis and long farewell. His soul's interests too, — 
we need not doubt he is in deep conference, in deep considera- 
tion about these ; though nothing is said on that point. A 
serious man always, much feeling what immense facts he was 
surrounded with; and here is now the summing-up of all 
facts. Occasionally, again, he has hopes ; orders up c two 
hundred of his Potsdam Giants to march through the sick- 
room,' since he cannot get out to them; or old Generals, 
Buddenbrock, Waldau, come and take their pipe there, in 
reminiscence of a Tabagie. Here, direct from the fountain- 
head, or Nigger Lackey bribed by Seckendorf Junior, is a 
notice or two : 

£ Potsdam, September SO th } 1734. Yesterday, for half an hour, the 
King could get no breath : he keeps them continually rolling him about ’ 
in his Bath-chair, < over the room, and cries : “ Luft, baft (Air, air) !” 

c October 2d . The King is not going to die just yet ; hut will scarcely 
see Christmas. He gets-on his clothes ; argues with the Doctors, is 

1 Orlich, Gesckichte der Schhsischen Kriege (Berlin, 1841), i. 14. ‘From the 
Dessau Archives ; date, 21st September 1734.’ 
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impatient ; won’t have people speak of Ms illness ; — is quite black in *•' ^ 
face; drinks nothing but Moll ’ (which we suppose to be small bite^’ 4 
beer), ‘takes physic, writes in bed.' 

‘ October 5th. The Nigger tells me things are better. The 
begins to bring-up phlegm ; drinks a great deal of oatmeal- wat. <•* ^ 

( Hafergrutzwasser , comfortable to the sick) ; ‘says to the Nigger : 
diligently, all of you ; perhaps I shall not die I” ’ 

October 5 th: this is the day the Crown-Prince arrives 
Baireuth ; to be called away by express four days after. Hc>^ v 
valuable, at Vienna or elsewhere, our dark friend the Lacked *1 
medical opinion is, may be gathered from this other 
three weeks farther on, — enough to suffice us on that head ' 

‘The Nigger tells me he has a bad opinion of the King’s health. * ^ 
you roll the King a little fast in his Bath-chair, you hear the 
jumble in his body,’ — with astonishment! ‘King gets into passio**** * 
has beaten the pages' (may we hope, our dark friend among the rest i/l* 
‘ so that it was feared apoplexy would take him/ 

This will suffice for the physiological part; let us nO 1 ^ 
hear our poor friend on the Crown-Prince and his arrival : 

‘ October 12th. Return of the Prince-Royal to Potsdam; tender rex*** I * ’ 
tion. — October 21st. Things look ill in Potsdam. The other leg is 
also begun running; and above a quart ( maas ) of water has come fro* *1 
it. Without a miracle, the King cannot live,’ — thinks our dark frie*x«§* 
‘The Prince-Royal is truly affected (veritablement attendri ) at the J&OJJC**! 
situation ; has his eyes full of water, has wept the eyes out of his hair* I « 
has schemed in all ways to contrive a commodious bed for the Kizk^t j 
wouldn’t go away from Potsdam. King forced him away ; he is to retor t 
Saturday afternoon. The Prince-Royal has been heard to say, “If 
King will let me live in my own way, I would give an arm to lengtl***# $ 
his life for twenty years.” King always calls him Fritzchen. lit* It 
Fritzchen/ thinks Seckendorf Junior, knows nothing about busi *** 
The King is aware of it; and said in the face of him one day : “If 
begin at the wrong end with things, and all go topsy-turvy after I mnxn 
gone, I will laugh at thee out of my grave !” ’ 1 — 

So Friedrich Wilhelm ; labouring amid the mortal qukrk * 
sands; looking into the Inevitable, in various moods. 
the memorablest speech he made to Pritzchen or to anyboci y 
1 Seckendorf ( Baron), Journal Secret ; cited in Forster, ii. 142. 
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at present, was that covert; one about the Kaiser and Secken- 
dorf, and the sudden Hash of insight he got, from some word 
of Seokendorfs, into what they had been meaning with him 
all along. Hiding through the Village of Priori, in debate 
about; Vienna politics of a strange nature, Seckendorf said 
something, which illuminated his Majesty, dark for so many 
years, and showed him where he was, A ghast ly horror of a 
country, yawning indisputable there; revealed to one as if by 
momentary lightning, in that manner! This is a speech 
which all the Ambassadors report, and which was already 

mentioned by us,— in reference to that opprobrious Proposal 

about the (Vowa- Prince’s Marriage, * Marry with England, 
after all; never mind breaking your word! 1 Here is the 
manner of it, with time and place: 

4 Sunday Iasi/ Sunday 17th October !7?.M, reports Siudcemiorf Junior, 
through the Nigger or some better witness, f the King said to the Prince* 
Royal ; i£ My dear Son, I tell thee I got my death at Priori. I entreat 
thee, above all things in the world, don't trust those people (tirtivn 
Are/en), however many promises they make. That day, it was April 
1 7th, 17, 1R, there was a man said something to mo: it was as if you had 
turned a dagger round in my heart/*' *— 

Figure that;, spoken from amid the dark sick whirlpools, the 
mortal quicksands, in Friedrich Wilhelm’s voice, dangerously 
plaintive; what a wild sincerity, almost pathos, is in it; and 
whether Fritxeheu, with his eyes all bewepi; even for what 
Papa had sufleml in that matter, felt lively grati hides to the 
House of Austria at ibis moment t~ 

It was four months after, 4 21st January 1725/ u when the 
King first got hack to Berlin, to enlighten the eyes of fl u* 
Carnival a little, its his wont had been. The crisis of his 
Majesty’s illness is over, present danger gone ; and the 
Carnival people, not without some real gladness, though 
probably with less than they pretend, can report him well 
again. Which is far from being the fact, if they knew it 

* Seckemiovf Journal Scowl \ cited m Pewter, Ik 

8 Fussmarm, p. sjj. # 

von. nu X 
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Friedrich Wilhelm is on his feet again ; hut: he never more 
was well. Nor has he forgotten that word at. Priori, 1 like 
the turning of a dagger in ones heart ; — ami indeed gets 
himself continually reminded of it by practical commentaries 
from the Vienna Quarter* 

In April, Prince Lichtenstein arrives on Embassy with 
three requests or demands from Vienna: i ! * that., besides 
the Ten Thousand due by Treaty, his Majesty would send 
his RciehVContingent ,' 1 — not comprehended in those Ten 
Thousand, thinks the Kaiser. 4 2°. Thai he would have the 
goodness to dismiss Manpiis de la ( hetanlie I he breach 
Ambassador, as a plainly superfluous person at a well ndeeted 
German Court in present eireumstanees * ; person excessively 
dangerous, should the present Majesty die, ( rown Prince 
being so fond of that Cheinnlim 4 Thai his Prussian 
Majesty do give-tip the false Polish Majesty Stanislaus, and 
no longer harbour him in Hast Prenssen or elsewhere." The 
whole of which demands his Prussian Majesty refuses ; the 
latter two especially, as something notably high on the 
Kaiser’s part, or on any mortal's, to a free Sovereign and 
Gentleman. Prince Lichtenstein is elmjuent, conciliatory ; 
but it avails not. He has to go home empty-handed ; • 

manages to leave with Herr von Sulim, who took care of it, 
for us, that Anecdote of the Crown Prince's b<*huuour under 
eaimomshot from PhiHpsburg last year; and does not lung 
else recordable, in Berlins 

The Crown-Prince's hopes were set, with all eagerness, on 
getting to the Bhine-Campaign next ensuing; nor did the 
King refuse, for a long while, but still less did fa* consent ; 
and in the end there came nothing of it Prom an early 
period of the year, Friedrich Wilhelm sees too well what 
kind of campaigning the Kaiser will now make; at a certain 
Wedding-dinner where his Majesty was, precisely a fortnight 
after his Majesty's arrival in Berlin, Heekendorf Junior hm 
got, by eavesdropping, this utterance of his Majesty"* : 4 The 
t Kaiser has not a groschcn of money. His Army in I*omhurdy 
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is gone to Twenty-four Thousand men, will have to retire 
into the Mountains. Next campaign’ (just coming) ‘he will 
lose Mantua and the Tyrol. God’s righteous judgment it is : 
a War like this ! Comes of flinging old principles overboard, 
— of meddling in business that was none of yours ’ ; and 
more, of a plangent alarming nature . 1 

Friedrich Wilhelm sends back his Ten Thousand, accord- 
ing to contract ; sends, over and above, a beautiful stock of 
‘copper pontoons’ to help the Imperial Majesty in that 
River Country, says Fassmann ; — sends also a supernumerary 
Troop of Hussars, who are worth mentioning, ‘ Six-score horse 
of Hussar type,’ under one Captain Ziethen, a taciturn, much- 
enduring, much-observing man, whom we shall see again : 
these are to be diligently helpful, as is natural ; but they are 
also, for their own behoof, to be diligently observant, and 
learn the Austrian Hussar methods, which his Majesty last 
year saw to be much superior. Nobody that knows Ziethen 
doubts but he learnt ; Hussar- Colonel Baronay, his Austrian 
teacher here, became too well convinced of it when they met 
on a future occasion . 2 All this his Majesty did for the 
ensuing campaign : but as to the Crown-Prince’s going 
thither, after repeated requests on his part, it is at last 
signified to him, deep in the season, that it cannot be: 
< Won’t answer for a Crown-Prince to be sharer in such a 
Campaign ; — be patient, my good Fritzchen, I will find other 
work for thee.’ 3 Fritzchen is sent into Preussen, to do the 
Reviewings and Inspections there ; Papa not being able for 
them this season ; and strict manifold Inspection, in those 
parts, being more than usually necessary, owing to the 
Russian-Polish troubles. On this errand, which is clearly a 
promotion, though in present circumstances not a welcome one 
for the Crown-Prince, he sets out without delay ; and passes 

1 Forster, ii, 144 (and date it from Militair-Lexikon , ii. 54). 

2 Life of Ziethen (veridical but inexact, by the Frau von Blumenthal, a kins- 
woman of his ; English Translation, very ill printed, Berlin, 1803), p, 54. 

3 Friedrich’s Letter, 5th September 1735 ; Friedrich Wilhelm’s Answer next 
day ( CEuvresde Frederic > xxvii. part 3d, 93-95). 
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useful way than he could have done in the Rhine tampan. 

In the Rhine- Moselle Country and «•! . ah. !.- the poor 
Kaiser does exert himself to make a ( onp.e ;u ot it ; hut 
without the least success. Having not a gio.d.cn of money, 
how could he succeed ? Noodles, as foreseen, mann-miv.s him, 
hitch after hitch, out of Italy ; t'Vemh me greatly •-sip-ifor. 
more especially when Montemnr, having once got ^ Carlo, 
crowned in Naples and put secure, comes to a. .i.t tie 1 n m h ; 
Kaiser has to lean for shelter ou the Tyrol Alps, a. predicted, 
Italy, all hut some sieging of strong places, may he considered 
as lost for the present. 

Nor on the Rhine did things go better. Old 1 .u > ue, * the 
shadow of himself,* had no more died this year than i id : 
nor, though fou-y and Ten Thousand Russians came as aide, 
Poland being all setthsl now, could the least good he done, 
Reich's- Peldmarwehall Karl Alexander of Wmtcmherg did 
‘burn a Magazine * { probably of hay among Idtci pum-mt i J, 
by his bomb-shells, on one occasion. Also the Prussian I <-u 
Thousand,— -Old Dessauer leading them, tJeneml R*«!ei having 
fallen ill, burnt snmethiug. an Islet in the Rhine, it l lend 
led, ‘Islet of Lurch near Ringeit,’ when* the ST»mh had a 
post; which and vvhom the Old Dcssniuw burnt away. And 
then Seekcmforf, at the head of Thirty Thousand, he, after 
long delays, marched to Tmrlmch in the interior Mon He 
Country; and got into some explosive sputter of battle with 
Relleisle, one afternoon, -some say, rather beating Relleisle , 
hut a good judge says, it was a mutual Hurry and tenor they 
threw one another into, 1 Seekcndorf meant to try again on 
the morrow : hut there mmtt an estafette that night ; * Pie 
liminaries signed (Vienna, .‘id Oetolmr IT-'hVi ; try no 
farther 1 ' * And this was the second Rhine Campaign, and 

1 (limns d$ FrM£rk f I* lisS* 

* * Cessation k to l «, $th NovcmUcr for Cmmmy* iftli ta# Udy\ t'V 
limmarics * were, Vienna, * 3d October 1 If 3$ (Scfetill* & *4 if* 
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the end of the Kaiser’s French War. The Sea-Powers, 
steadily refusing money, diligently run about, offering terms 
of arbitration ; and the Kaiser, beaten at every point, and 
reduced to his last groschen, is obliged to comply. He will 
have a pretty bill to pay for his Polish-Election frolic, were 
the settlement done ! Fleury is pacific, full of bland candour 
to the Sea-Powers; the Kaiser, after long higgling upon 
articles, will have to accept the bill. 

The Crown-Prince, meanwhile, has a successful journey 
into Preussen ; sees new interesting scenes, Salzburg Emigrants, 
exiled Polish Majesties ; inspects the soldiering, the schooling, 
the tax-gathering, the domain-farming, with a perspicacity, 
a dexterity and completeness that much pleases Papa. 
Fractions of the Reports sent home exist for us: let the 
reader take a glance of one only ; the first of the series ; 
dated Marl enwerder (just across the Weichsel, fairly out of 
Polish Preussen and into our own), 27 th September 1735, 
and addressed to the ‘ Most All-gracious King and Father ’ ; 
— abridged for the reader’s behoof : 

* * f In Polish Preussen, lately the Seat of War, things look hideously 
waste ; one sees nothing but women and a few children ; it is said the 
people are mostly running away/ — owing to the Russian-Polish procedures 
there, in consequence of the blessed Election they have had. King 
August, whom your Majesty is not in love with, has prevailed at this rate 
of expense. King Stanislaus, protected by your Majesty in spite of 
Kaisers and Czarinas, waits in Konigsberg, till the Peace, now supposed 
to be coming, say what is to become of him : once in Konigsberg, I shall 
have the pleasure to see him. 6 A detachment of five-and-twenty Saxon 
Dragoons of the Regiment Arnstedt, marching towards Dantzig, met me : 
their horses were in tolerable case ; but some are piebald, some sorrel, 
and some brown among them/ which will be shocking to your Majesty, 
‘ and the people did not look well/ * * 

e Gol hither to Marienwerder, last night: have inspected the two 
Companies which are here, that is to say, Lieutenant-Col. Meier's and 
Rittmeister Hans's. In very good trim, both of them ; and though 
neither the men nor their horses are of extraordinary size, they are 
handsome well-drilled fellows, and a fine set of stiff-built horses (gedrun- 
genen Pferden ). The fellows sit them like pictures (reiten wie die 
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Puppen ) ; I saw them do their wheelings. Meier has some fine recruits ; 
in particular two; ’-nor has the Rittmeister been wanting m that 
respect. ‘ Young horses ’ too are coming well on, sleek of skin. In short, 
all is right on the military side. 1 


Civil business, too, of all kinds, the Crown-Prince looked 
into, with a sharp intelligent eye gave praise, gave censure 
in the right place ; put various things on a straight footing, 
which were awry when he found them. In fact, it is Papas 
second self; looks into the bottom of all things quite as Papa 
would have done, and is fatal to mendacities, practical or vocal, 
wherever he meets them. What a joy to Papa : ‘ Here, after 
all, is one that can replace me, in case of accident. This 
Apprentice of mine, after all, he has fairly learned the Art ; 
and will continue it when I am gone 1 ’ — 

Yes, your Majesty, it is a Prince-Royal, wise to recognise 
your Majesty’s rough wisdom, on all manner of points ; will not 
be a Devil’s/rimZ, I think, any more than your Majesty was. 
Here truly are rare talents ; like your Majesty and unlike ; — 
and has a steady swiftness in him, as of an eagle, over and 
above I Such powers of practical judgment, of skilful action, 
are rare in one’s twenty-third year. And still rarer, have 
readers noted what a power of holding his peace this young 
man has ? Fruit of his sufferings, of the hard life he has had. 
Most important power ; under which all other useful ones will 
more and more ripen for him. This Prince already knows 
his own mind, on a good many points ; privately, amid the 
world’s vague clamour jargoning round him to no purpose, he 
is capable of having his mind made up into definite Yes and 
No, — so as will surprise us one day. 

Friedrich Wilhelm, we perceive, 2 was in a high degree 
content with this performance of the Prussian Mission : a very 
great co mf ort to his sick mind, in those months and afterwards. 
Here are talents, here are qualities, — visibly the Friedrich- 
Wilhelm stuff throughout, but cast in an infinitely improved 

l (Euvres dt FricUric> xxvii. part 3d. p. 97. 

* His Letter, 24th Oct. 1735. [(Euvres d& Frtdkic , xxvii. part 3d, p. 99). 
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^eT-what a blessing we did not cut off that young Head, 
at the Kaiser’s dictation, in former years ! — 

At Konigsberg, as we learn in a dim indirect manner, the 
Crown-Prince sees King Stanislaus twice or thrice, — not 
formally, lest there be political offence taken, but incidentally 
at the houses of third parties ; — and is much pleased with the 
old gentleman ; who is of cultivated good-natured ways, and 
has surely many curious things, from Charles xn. downwards, 
to tell a young man . 1 Stanislaus has abundance of useless 
refugee Polish Magnates about him, with their useless crowds 
of servants, and no money in pocket ; Konigsberg all on flutter, 
with their draperies and them, ‘ like a little Warsaw ’ : so that 
Stanislaus’s big French pension, moderate Prussian monthly 
allowance, and all resources, are inadequate ; and, in fact, in 
the end, these Magnates had to vanish, many of them, without 
settling their accounts in Konigsberg . 2 For the present they 
wait here, Stanislaus and they, till Fleury and the Kaiser, 
shaking the urn of doom in abstruse treaty after battle, decide 
what is to become of them. 

Friedrich returned to Dantzig : saw that famous City, and 
late scene of War ; tracing with lively interest the footsteps of 
Mlinnich and his Siege operations, — some of which are much 
blamed by judges, and by this young Soldier among the rest. 
There is a pretty Letter of his from Dantzig, turning mainly 
on those points. Letter written to his young Brother-in-law, 
Karl of Brunswick, who is now become Duke there ; Grand- 
father and Father both dead ; 3 and has just been blessed with 
an Heir, to boot. Congratulation on the birth of this Heir 
is the formal purport of the Letter, though it runs ever and 
anon into a military strain. Here are some sentences in a 
condensed form : 

‘Dantzig, 2 6th October 1735. * * Thank my dear Sister for her 

i Came 8 th October, went 2 ist (CEuvrcs dc FrUiric, xxvii. part 3 d, p. 98 ). 

3 History of Stanislaus. . 

* Grandfather, 1 st March 1735 J Father ( who losL the Lines °f Etthn $ en 
lately in our sight), 3 d September 1735- Supri, p. 7- 
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' ' lUd'L l?,!*, 

Her vices. J am clmrmcd that she has made ytm pspa with m. I ■» r;m. e. 

! (Var yon won’t, stop there; hut will #0 on peeplm* the .mo 

knows not to what extent.- -‘with ymr mwii.t.L* rare. W.,a!.! have 
written sooner ; hut 1 am just returning; from the depth, nt the tarhar.en 
Countries; mnl having hern charged with immmemhh* wmtwwwm 
wliich I did not understand too well, had no good [wmrhility to think or 


to write. , t 

* I have viewed all the Ihmlnn bibour* m i!u**i* | wrU ; i*»vn 
assault on tho llagclsherg narrated to me; >"*e» «•» the ground 

,1 ,k #, . ♦ **•••.„ . ! .A 0% 0 •. »t 


lot t.W 
mat 


assault on tho mmium me; »»< 

own I lmd a hotter opinion of Marshal Muimidt than to think him i .ipatd 
of so distracted an enterprise. 1 * * Adieu, my dear Brother. My non 
plimeuts to the amiable young Mother. Tell her, 1 hog you, that her 
proof-essays art* masterpieces («»«/« tfmtti xm! tlr mil «•).* * * 

< Your most/ etc. * iiow ate,* 


The Brunswick Master j non-, wittered on tins nmishm, 
grew to be a man anti Duke, famous enough in the News, 
papers in time coming: Chnmpgms n‘Jk* ; Jemt, 1N<H» ; 
George iv.’s Queen (’nroliiie ; these atui other distracted 
phenomena (pretty much blotting out the earlier better sort t, 
still keep him hanging painfully in men's memory. IVom in. 
birth, now in this Prussian Journey of our Crown Prime, to 
his death st roke on the Field of Jena, what a S«-»rnty one 


Floury and the Kaiser, though it is long before the 
signature and last finish can take place, me rome to inita of 
settlement, at the Crown- Prince V return; mat it is known, in 
political circles, what the Kaiser's Polish Wert ion damages 
will probably amount to. Here are, in substance, the only 
conditions that could Ik* got. for him : 

*1*. Baby Carlo*, rrownot! in Nttfi *lw», mimol In* jmtbot «*»i n^tn ? 
Naph*% tho Two Hid lion, nro gono withmit frtoni 11u*f *« lb*" brut b»«.* ; 
ploane llaavrn It bo Uto wornt ! 4 hi flit* oft^r \mm\, M*y 4 * : 41, m 

* OSvwts tk FrMiric t xkviI. part 3*1 * jl % u fVv<rd f.. inm*., an 1 ,»» * mi »*f 
batlcring-raimon, he attempted to wi«* thi* ffitgrhWri** wt *4 ’* *■ * - 'I'**’-;! 
defences of Dantxtg, by nodtirnal *twm ; b#t tw* ibmmmt mm ; ** 1 ft- > n? t 
without doing i what wits flatly impolitic,* think* lb* Ct‘**n bm 

Mannstcin, pp. 77*79# &ir m tctwmt of it* 
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| mi. h |n U . . , 

Lone faint component urn, mmeimer ft* your imperial Majesty imh Parma 

unit puutimwi apanage* ; mu! ym shall get hack y«mr Lomhunly, all hut 
Jt maud Imp w hi i’ It «e lling to the Sanl iutai* Majesty * w liw in a goo*l ilea! 
l ui ff < *»! l having hat! pottie-inion of the Milanmo them two yearn past, tit 
leruTr of hi* h.ng ha with Floury. Pacific Floury any# to him : ** Bargain 
cannot ho kept* your Majesty * please to *|uit (he Milanese again, and 
put up with ilu» 

* ;S, The Trow a of iVIuml, August ill. hit* got it, hy Uti«*Mn humhiml 
}ng« tmi\ other nmuuvvH : (frown shall stay with Angiint, all the rather 
jut thoro wttuM he no «lt*gmwieii»lft# him, at this stage, Ho win* your 
Imperial Mae-.H'* nmithkle ; let him ho the winner there, for your 
I in jieriftt ,\kje»t y‘# emit fork 

* ;f, Ami Ihioi it« to finer Sittobhotw f M ell, let KifmLku.H ho Titular 
Majesty of IS*! a tnl for life ; ■ which imteeil will <to little for him;- hut, 
In tithlititifiy we proposi** That t the ihtketiotn of Imrraino being now in 
our hnmh t Majesty SitHifchimt have the life-rent, of Lorraine to mtlmiwi 
upon ; fuel urn! that Lorraine full to it* of France on hi* «!eeen«n ! ■ 

** Lmraine?'* e* claim the K wiser, imm! the Ueich, nml the Kaiser 1 * 
Infefoteit Son in law Fran/ Luke of Lorraine,, There in imleeil a loss ami 
« ilea-*' we . M heat y item in the Fleet ion iknage* ! 

* 4L A* to Ihthe Fruit/, there in u vewtnjy, ’Hie «ihl Luke of Flore nee, 

Jftftt of tire Mcilki, L nhout to the chihllo** : let the m*w I hike of Lomiine, 
vmir Ifnfietml Majesty V mteiuhnl Snnnckw, have Florence insieitcl. 
Ami mi if Ini it in he settle*!, f< ImrrtMfte? To Sf aokkn**., in Fnuiee ? n 
tnrkirmot the poor tinker, util! more the poor Hrirlt, nml poor Luke 
Frill!#. ThU me* the hitter**! rut of oil ; hut there %\m no getting |«i»t 
it, too tool f« he n! lower)! flu* item for the Kteeikin hmtluige* in 

Pttkmt, Ami wt Fiance, offer nihhLng for several centuries, wwallmv* 
Lornime whole, Luke Vmm attempt ml to wiiunl out ; remnosirafefl 
imirh, with Kaiser ami Untruth* at Vienna, on thm unheard of propo»nl; 
hut they to hi him ^ wit* irreouoltahle ; to)*) him at last Cone. Ihirtensteiii, 
i! kintal Aolk Olhekl, tohf him), ** No kutmoe, no Arrhrim he**, your 
Sr rent ty F** wml !■ »«*** loot to comply, Immune m gone; running 
Flettry hiw ?o*ftl|owo4 it whole, u That wan what he meant in picking 
thi?i ipiurrel ! ** want ’Tenf^rfilainl mmimfully, Hrwry wu* very paeifie., 
n«nli4 in aspect In the Sm Lower* urn) other*; met <!hl not rrmt 
nftlirf ively, tlni not wiy what he fuel meant, 

, *f\ i hie lff*iiieii*e ■r* ; in«#ihitfi*ti for the Kaiser, If for no wilier* W ; 
Fmuee goanmtiw^ the Ihagmatie Sauefion, though with very great 
ihlheuhy ; spemiiog a couple of year«, rhietfy mi this latter point a* mw 
thought } How it kept Mil gmnantee, w»H seen in the #e<|«el/ 

I f |r.O $ * m if no! tigtir*! ntt tMf.li Nttvesu!*r tf|l<Seholl, Ih 346), 
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And these were the tinning*-*, the poor Kaiser had C* pay 
for meddling in Polish Kiertious ; for galloping 1 ' K ‘ '' 

of lus Shadows. No such mvuunt of #««*!«»■ » 11 

ever presented to a mall hefure. TIL may W considered n.s 
(he consummation of the Kai,r\ Shadow H»n« . m ,.t , > * 

its igniting nml exploding paint. Hjh Uu* 1 with t • Iuim 
mult has at last ended ; in total d. f- at to low on .-*.■»> pmu», 
Shiuhiw- ! {tint dors not end; though it is now mo.tlv ymishtd , 
esplodeii in tire. Shadow Hunt is now gom .dl to Pragmatic 
Sanct ion, as it, were: that now is the one thing left in Nature 
for a Kaiser; and that he will lore, and eha.se. as th» sum 
„,ary of all things. From this point In- strndih g.w. down, 
and’ at a rapid rate; getting into di e.ti,.u, Tiuk W m . 
with as Utile preparation for War or 1 '•» t as a life long Hunt 
of Shmbwn presupposes; Kugene gone from him. and nothing 
but Seeketulorfs to manage for him ; and sinks to a low 
pitch indeed. We will leave him here; shall hops to hut 
little more of him. 

In the .summer of in con»e*pieme of tio -.e at range 

menf-H, which were completed so far, though ditto ultu s on 
Pragmatic Sanction and other points retarded ft..- I i al «tf»n 
tore for many months longer, the Titular Mnp-sU Maio-hoe. 
girt himself together for departure towards Jo* new Uoihuumu 
or Life rent ; ipiittetl Knmg*l»rg ; travels, d Prussian Poland, 
rnife thin time, * under m-ort of Lieutenant t rear ml run Katie ’ 
(our poor Katie of (VmtrinV Father > * ami liO % • uoassms ' . 
reached Berlin in the middle of May . under dowrnrt a p<* *’ 
than usual lie travelled under the title of 'Count None 
thing, and alighted at the Flench Amhowadot m Berlin 
but Friedrich Wilhelm treated him like n iml Majestv, almost 
like a real Brother; had him tm-r to the Palace . tmb.d out 
to meet him there, I forget how many steps hrynnd il»- proper 
limits; and was hospitality itself and mundiermr it , 
and, in fact, that night anti all the other night.*, 1 tl>« v smoked 
above thirty pipes together,' for one item. May ‘I i •*, 11 dt>, 


1 Filmier (i. ggj), following tame I'aHnll* tit. ejfcj, *U<»* H if A 
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Ex-Majesty Stanislaus went on his way again ; towards France, 
— towards Meudon, a quiet Royal House in France, — till 
Luneville, Nanci, and their Lorraine Palaces are quite ready. 
There, in these latter, he at length does find resting-place, 
poor innocent insipid mortal, after such tossings to and fro : 
and M. de Voltaire, and others of mark, having sometimes 
enlivened the insipid Court there, Titular King Stanislaus has 
still a kind of remembrance among mankind. 

Of his Prussian Majesty we said that, though the Berlin 
populations reported him well again, it was not so. The 
truth is, his Majesty was never well again. From this point, 
age only forty-seven, he continues broken in bodily constitu- 
tion; clogged more and more with physical impediments; 
and his History, personal and political withal, is as that of an 
old man, finishing his day. To the last he pulls steadily, 
neglecting no business, suffering nothing to go wrong. 
Building operations go on at Berlin ; pushed more than ever, 
in these years, by the rigorous Derschau, who has got that in 
charge. No man of money or rank in Berlin but Derschau is 
upon him, with heavier and heavier compulsion to build: 
which is felt to be tyrannous ; and occasions an ever-deepening 
grumble among the moneyed classes. At Potsdam his Majesty 
himself is the Builder ; and gives the Houses away to persons 
of merit . 1 

Nor is the Army less an object, perhaps almost more. Nay, 
at one time, old Kur-Pfalz being reckoned in a dying condi- 
tion, Friedrich Wilhelm is about ranking his men, prepared to 
fight for his rights in Julich and Berg ; Kaiser having openly 
gone over, and joined with France against his Majesty in that 
matter. However, the old Kur-Pfalz did not die, and there 
came nothing of fight in Friedrich Wilhelm’s time. But his 

siderable error, if looked into, than is usual in Herr Forster ; who is not an 
ill-informed nor inexact man ; — though, alas, in respect of method (that is to 
say, want of visible method, indication, or human arrangement), probably the 
most confused of all the Germans 1 

1 Follnitz, ii. 469. 
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History, on the political side, is henceforth mainly a com- 
mentary to him on that c word 1 he heard in Priort, ‘ which 
was as if you had turned a dagger in my heart ! ’ With the 
Kaiser he is fallen out : there arise unfriendly passages 
between them, sometimes sarcastic on Friedrich Wilhelm’s 
part, in reference to this very War now ended. Thus, when 
complaint rose about the Prussian misbehaviours on their late 
marches (misbehaviours notable in Countries where their 
recruiting operations had been troubled), the Kaiser took a 
high severe tone, not assuaging, rather aggravating the 
matter ; and, for his own share, winded-up by a strict pro- 
hibition of Prussian recruiting in any and every part of the 
Imperial Dominions. Which Friedrich Wilhelm took 
extremely ill. This is from a letter of his to the Crown- 
Prince, and after the first gust of wrath had spent itself: 
‘It is a clear disadvantage, this prohibition of recruiting in 
the Kaiser’s Countries. That is our thanks for the Ten 
Thousand men sent him, and for all the deference I have 
shown the Kaiser at all times ; and by this you may see that 
it would be of no use if one even sacrificed oneself to him. 
So long as they need us, they continue to flatter; but no 
sooner is the strait thought to be over, and help not wanted, 
than they pull-off the mask, and have not the least acknow- 
ledgment. The considerations that will occur to you on this 
matter may put it in your power to be prepared against 
similar occasions in time coming.’ 1 

Thus, again, in regard to the winter-quarters of the Ziethen 
Hussars. Prussian Majesty, we recollect, had sent a Super- 
numerary Squadron to the last Campaign on the Rhine. 
They were learning their business, Friedrich Wilhelm knew ; 
but also were fighting for the Kaiser,— that was what the 
Kaiser knew about them. Somewhat to his surprise, in the 
course of next year, Friedrich Wilhelm received, from the 
Vienna War-Office, a little Bill of 10,284 florins (1,028Z. 8s.) 
charged to him for the winter-quarters of these Hussars. He 

1 6th February 1736 : (Euurcs de Fr id trie, xxvii. part 3d, p. 102. 
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at once paid the little Bill, with only this observation : 

‘ Heartily glad that I can help the Imperial JErarw.m with 
that 1,028/1. 8 . 9 . With the sincerest wishes for hundred- 
thousandfold increase to it in said Mrarium ; otherwise it 
won’t go very far ! 1 1 

At a later period, in the course of his disastrous Turk War, 
the Kaiser, famishing for money, set about borrowing a million 
gulden (100,000Z.) from the Banking House Splittgerber and 
Daun at Berlin. Splittgerber and Daun had not the money, 
could not raise it : ‘ Advance us that sum, in their name, 
your Majesty,’ proposes the Vienna Court : ‘ There shall be 
three per-cent bonus, interest six per cent, and security beyond 
all question!’ To which fine offer his Majesty answers, 
addressing Seckendorf Junior : ‘ Touching the proposal of my 
giving the Bankers Splittberger and Daun a lift, with a 
million gulden, to assist in that loan of theirs, — said proposal, 
as I am not a merchant accustomed to deal in profits 
and percentages, cannot in that form take effect. Out of 
old friendship, however, I am, on Theiro Imperial Majesty’s 
request, extremely ready to pay down, once and away {a fond 
portlu), a couple of million gulden, provided the Imperial 
Majesty will grant me the conditions known to your Uncle ’ 
(fulfilment of that now oldish Julich-and-Berg promise, 
namely !), ‘ which are fair. In such case the thing shall be 
rapidly completed ! ’ 2 

In a word, Friedrich Wilhelm falls-out with the Kaiser 
more and more ; experiences more and more what a Kaiser 
this has been towards him. Queen Sophie has fallen silent in 
the History Books ; both the Majesties may look remorsefully, 
but perhaps best in silence, over the breakages and wrecks this 
Kaiser has brought upon them. Friedrich Wilhelm does not 
meanly hate the Kaiser : good man, he sometimes pities him ; 
sometimes, we perceive, has a touch of authentic contempt for 
him. But his thoughts, in that quarter, premature old age 

1 Letter to Seckendorf ( Senior ) : Forster, ii. 150. 

a Forster, ii. 15 1 (without date there). 
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aggravating them, are generally of a tragic nature, not to be 
spoken without tears ; and the tears have a flash at the 
bottom of them, when he looks round on Fritz and says, 
‘There is one, though, that will avenge me!’ Friedrich 
Wilhelm, to the last a broad strong phenomenon, keeps 
vending downward, homeward, from this point ; the Kaiser 
too, we perceive, is rapidly consummating his enormous 
Spectre-Hunts and Duels with Termagants, and before long 
will be at rest. We have well-nigh done with both these 
Majesties. 

The Crown-Prince, by his judicious obedient procedures in 
these Four Years at Ruppin, at a distance from Papa, has, as 
it were, completed his Apprenticeship ; and, especially by this 
last Inspection- Journey into Preussen, may be said to have 
delivered his Proof -Essay with a distinguished success. He is 
now out of his Apprenticeship ; entitled to take-up his 
Indentures, whenever need shall be. The rugged old Master 
cannot but declare him competent, qualified to try his own hand 
without supervision : — after all those unheard-of confusions, 
like to set the shop on fire at one time, it is a blessedly 
successful Apprenticeship ! Let him now, theoretically at 
least, in the realms of Art, Literature, Spiritual Improvement, 
do his Wanderjdhre , over at Reinsberg, still in the old region, 
- — s till well apart from Papa, who agrees best not in immediate 
contact ; — and be happy in the new Domesticities, and larger 
opportunities, provided for him there ; till a certain time 
come, which none of us are in haste for. 



BOOK X 

AT REINSBERG 


1736-1740 


CHAPTER I 

MANSION OF EEINSBEKG 

On the Crown-Prince’s Marriage, three years ago, when the 
Amt or Government-District Ruppin, with its incomings, was 
assigned to him for revenue, we heard withal of a residence 
getting ready. Hint had fallen from the Prince, that 
Reinsberg, an old Country-seat, standing with its Domain 
round it in that little Territory of Ruppin, and probably 
purchaseable as was understood, might be pleasant, were it 
once his and well put in repair. Which hint the kind 
paternal Majesty instantly proceeded to act upon. He 
straightway gave orders for the purchase of Reinsberg; 
concluded said purchase, on fair terms, after some months 
bargaining ; * — and set his best Architect, one Kemeter, to 
work, in concert with the Crown-Prince, to new-build and 
enlarge the decayed Schloss of Reinsberg into such a Mansion 
as the young Royal Highness and his Wife would like. 

Kemeter has been busy, all this while ; a solid, elegant, 
yet frugal builder : and now the main body of the Mansion 
is complete, or nearly so, the wings and adjuncts going 
steadily forward ; Mansion so far ready that the Royal High- 

r 23d October 1733, order given,— 16th March 1734. purchase completed 
(Preuss, i. 75)- , M 
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nesses can take-up their abode in it. Which they do, this 
Autumn, 1736 ; and fairly commence Joint Housekeeping m 
a permanent manner. Hitherto it has been intermittent 
only • hitherto the Crown-Princess has resided m their Berlin 
Mansion, or in her own Country-house at Schonhausen; 
Husband not habitually with her, except when on leave of 
absence from Ruppin, in Carnival time or for shorter periods. 
At Ruppin his life has been rather that of a bachelor, or 
husband abroad on business, up to this time. But now at 
Reinsberg they do kindle the sacred hearth together ; ‘ 6 th 
August, 1736 ’ the date of that important event. They have 
got their Court about them, dames and cavaliers more than we 
expected ; they have arranged the furnitures of their existence 
here on fit scale, and set-up their Lares and Penates on a 
thrifty footing. Majesty and Queen come out on a visit to them 
next month ; 1 — raising the sacred hearth into its first consider- 
able blaze, and crowning the operation in a human manner. 

And so there has a new epoch arisen for the Crown-1 rince 
and his Consort. A new and much-improved one. It lasted 
into the fourth year ; rather improving all the way : and only 
Kingship, which, if a higher sphere, was a far less pleasant 
one, put an end to it. Friedrich’s happiest time was this at 
Reinsberg ; the little Four Years of Hope, . Composure, 
realisable Idealism : an actual snatch of something like the 
Idyllic, appointed him in a life-pilgrimage consisting other- 
wise of realisms oftenest contradictory enough, and sometimes 
of very grim complexion. He is master of his work, he is 
adjusted to the practical conditions set him ; conditions once 
complied with, daily work done, he lives to the Muses, to the 
spiritual improvements, to the social enjoyments ; and has, 
though not without flaws of ill- weather, — from the Tobacco- 
Parliament perhaps rather less than formerly, and from the 
Finance-quarter perhaps rather more,- — a sunny time. His 
innocent insipidity of a Wife, too, appears to have been 
happy. She had the charm of youth, of good looks; a 
1 4th September 1736 (Preuss, i. 75 ). 
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wholesome jwrfeet loyalty of character withal ; and did not 
* bike *»> pairing,' as was once apprehended of her, hut 
pleasantly gave mi id nwiwl «f what wmh going, 'Huh poor 
Frown Princes*, afterward* Queen, him been heard, in her old 
age, reverting, in a touching transient way, to the glad days 
she had at Reinsla-rg. C’omplaint openly was never heard 
from her, in any kind of dap ; hut these doubtless were the 
la-st of her life, 

Ueinslierg, we said, is in the Amt Ruppin ; naturally under 
the Frown-Rrinee's government at present : the little Town 
or Village of Rcinsberg stands about ten miles north of the 
Town Ruppin not quite a third-part a* big as Ruppin is 
In our time, and much more pleasantly situated. 'Hus country 
about is of comfortable, not unpieturesque ehameter *, to be 
distinguished almost as Iwautiful, in that region of sand and 
nnair. l-ake* abound in it; tilled fields; heights called 
•hills’; and wood of fair growth, — one remis of ‘ beech- 
« venues,’ of * high linden -avenues — a country rather of the 
ornamented sort, la-fore the l’rince with his improvements 
setthsl there. Many lakes and lakelets in it, as usual here- 
abouts ; the loitering waters straggle, all over that region, 
into meshes of lakes, Heinslierg itself, Village and Hchlosa, 
stands on the edge of a pleasant lake, last of a mesh of 
such ; the mmmart^ or outfall, of which, already here a good 
strong brook or stream, is called the Man, Rhyn or Rein ; 
and gives name to the little place. We heard of the Rein 
at Ruppin : it 1* there counted as a kind of river ; still more, 
twenty miles farther down, where it falls into the Havel, on 
it* way to the Elbe, 'Hie waters, ! think, are drab-coloured, 
not peat-brown : and bore, at the source, or outfall from that 
wiesh of lakes, where Rcinsberg is, the country seems to be 
•bout the best ;> ■■'•sufficient, in pict uniqueness and otherwise, 
to satisfy a reasonable man. 

The little Town is very old ; but, till the Crown-IVinoe 
settled there, had no peculiar vitality in it I think there are 
now some {lotteries, glassnmnufnetoric* : Friedrich Wilhelm, 

voi™ us. u 
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Much is admirable to us as we study Reinsberg, what it had 
been, what it became, and how it was made ; but nothing 
more so than the small modicum of money it cost. To our 
wondering thought, it seems as if the shilling, in those parts, 
were equal to the guinea in these ; and the reason, if we ask 
it, is by no means flattering altogether. ‘ Change in the 
value of money ? 1 Alas, reader, no ; that is not above the 
fourth part of the phenomenon. Three-fourths of the pheno- 
menon are change in the methods of administering money, — 
difference between managing it with wisdom and veracity on 
both sides, and managing it with unwisdom and mendacity on 
both sides. Which is very great indeed ; and infinitely 
sadder than any one, in these times, will believe ! — But we 
cannot dwell on this consideration. Let the reader take it 
with him, as a constant accompaniment in whatever work of 
Friedrich Wilhelm’s or of Friedrich his Son’s, he now or at 
any other time may be contemplating. Impious waste, which 
means disorder and dishonesty, and loss of much other than 
money to all parties, — disgusting aspect of human creatures, 
master and servant, working together as if they were not 
human, — will be spared him in those foreign departments; 
and in an English heart thoughts will arise, perhaps, of a 
wholesome tendency, though very sad, as times are. 

It would but weary the reader to describe this Crown- 
Prince Mansion ; which, by desperate study of our abstruse 
materials, it is possible to do with auctioneer minuteness. 
There are engraved Views of Reinsberg and its Environs ; 
which used to lie conspicuous in the portfolios of collectors, 
— which I have not seen. 1 Of the House itself, engraved 
Frontages ( Fafades) 9 Groundplans, are more accessible; and 
along with them, descriptions which are little descriptive, j — 
wearisomely detailed, and as it were dark by excess of light 
(auctioneer light) thrown on them. The reader sees, in 
general, a fine symmetrical Block of Buildings, standing in 
rectangular shape, in the above locality : — about two hundred 

1 See Hennert, just cited, for the titles of them. 
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Kmrlwh feet, meh* th* t*« \m$rt «de* .»««»,.•, th* Turn, 

ward ami thr Ukr**«l. «« tMr m.trr fn.nl » 

hundred urn! thirty, «*rh, U»r t«.. Hr, , nr » hundml <u»l 

fifty, taking »» tWr IWm ju»l , ,hr ft>mih w 

Ijtkownnl aide, linger, *hh»» i. «f H*- h»»g.-r }'«>r, «m 
m«tH mninly of * tnln.mmlr ‘ ; « “lnimmir • «,ih *«*.•< 

and statin** * ; patching »j» the miUktri. «»f ***»»! “'“I 

Immlmnnelv uniting everything. 

Ikn'tutti iluuht, » d.gmfitHt. .uMuntwl l»lr uf ; 

nil of good jtrojK.it ion*. Anlntrrturw c»rn«hrrr ..l «hrrr 
f„lty serious, solidly character . all of •tiling **hl«r ; 
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could furnish, ‘wiling done by Pesne * with allegorim! geniuses 
Atul what not ; look* out on mm' sky, mere earth and water 
iu an ornamental state : silent its in Elysium. It is there we 
aw to fancy the Correspondence written, the Poetries and 
literary industries going on. There, or stepping down for a 
turn in the open air, or sauntering meditatively under the 
Colonnade with its statues and vases (where weather is no 
object), one commands the Ijtkt>, with its little tufted Islands, 
• Remits Island ’ much famed among them, and * high beech- 


wood* ’ on the farther side. The Lake is very pretty, all say ; 


lakelet, or solitary (tool in the wilderness, many miles away, 
1 revealing itself as a cup of molten gold,' at that interesting 
moment What the Hunk-Collection was, in the interior, I 
know not except by mere guess. 

'Hie Crown Princess's Apartment, too, which remained un- 
altered at tin* last accounts had of it, 1 is very fine ; — take the 
anteroom for sjax-imen : ‘This fine room,' some twenty feet 
height of ceiling, * has six windows j three of them, in the 
main front, looking towards the Town, the other three to- 
wards the Interior Court lire light from these windows is 
heightened by mirrors covering all the piers (StAq/tf, inter- 





m A T lit I** *»1 1UJ \i«h>k %. 

1 UU £*v* I r* 

which nyrtmnt. in life *»«•• *»«■ !•«•* Ksn K ••»•* V'— » ’ <*”>' 
KWK } fripnd. J’riwlrieh Wilhelm awl 1». %. r h.n, * aw worthy 
of Attention. (Her each of the <h*.r*. '•»«» *'*» i »" ! ‘> w "'M 
the 1‘rofilw of Hannibal, Ih.n.^y, tWr. mtn»l.>"'l 

AS M«lalliHH»«* , , , . ... 

All thi* is very fine : hit all thi* «« httlr to another mh»g, 

in mmtet hig Saloon rise* her*. Mu*i« I M»nk Mark 

NtKht, nmkit.g off, with all Iter »irUv ile»», at one ml of the 
wiling: awl at the other ml, the Hire), of |i**rh»»» Intrating 
forth, ami the glittering shaft* «f U»*. «*»th t opoU, la***- 

jmtitlwwm, Wwr gmk not omitting Harrbua W«l hi* *»wm, all 
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would still more astonish readers. I count them to the 
number of Twenty or Nineteen ; and mention only that e the 
two Brothers Graun ’ and * the two Brothers Benda ’ were of 
the lot ; suppressing four other Fiddlers of eminence, and ‘ a 
Pianist who is known to everybody.’ 1 The Prince has a fine 
sensibility to Music : does himself, with thrilling adagios on 
the flute, join in these harmonious acts; and, no doubt, if 
rightly vigilant against the Nonsenses, gets profit, now and 
henceforth, from this part of his resources. 

He has visits, calls to make, on distinguished persons 
within reach ; he has much Correspondence, of a Literary or 
Social nature. For instance, there is Suhm the Saxon Envoy 
translating Wolf's Philosophy into French for him ; sending 
it in fascicles ; with endless Letters to and from, upon it, — 
which were then highly interesting, but are now dead to every 
reader. The Crown-Prince has got a Post-Office established 
at Reinsberg ; leathern functionary of some sort comes lumber- 
ing round, southward, ‘ from the Mecklenburg quarter twice 
a week, and goes by Fehrbellin,’ for the benefit of his 
Correspondences. Of his calls in the neighbourhood, we 
mean to show the reader one sample, before long ; and only 
one. 

There are Lists given us of the Prince’s ‘ Court ’ at 
Reinsberg; and one reads, and again reads, the dreariest 
unmemorable accounts of them ; but cannot, with all one s 
industry, attain any definite understanding of what they were 
employed in, day after day, at Reinsberg : — still more are 
their salaries and maintenance a mystery to us, in that frugal 
establishment. There is Wolden for Hofmarschall, our old 
Ciistrin friend; there is Colonel Senning, old Marlborough 
Colonel with the wooden leg, who taught Friedrich his drill- 
ings and artillery-practices in boyhood, a fine sagacious old 
gentleman this latter. There is a M. Jordan, Ex-Preacher, 
an ingenious Prussian-Frenchman, still young, who acts as 
‘Reader and Librarian’; of whom we shall hear a good deal 
1 Hennert, p. ax. 
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him. A Courlander, of gntsi family, tin* Kevserung ; of 
good gift* tom, which, it wn* on as though!, would he 
practically sublime; for hr ritrrmi oil’ till manner of college 
prize*, mid wn* thr Admirable-Crichton of Konigsimrg Uni- 
versity urn! tiir (Imduntr* there, Hut in the end they proved 
to he gift* of the vocal sort rather s Mtti have led only to 
whitt we see, A limn, I should gumw, milter of buoyant 
vivacity than of depth or strength in intellect or otherwise. 
Excessively buoyant, ingwniou* ; full of wit, kindly exulieranee ; 
a loval -hearted, gay-tempred man, ami much a favourite in 
society an well an with the I Vince. If we were to dwell on 
IlemsWg, Keyaerling would come prominently forward. 

Major von Stille, ultimately Mnjor-tienernl von St i lie, I 
should also mention : near twenty yearn older than the I Voice ; 
a wise thoughtful soldier (went, by priuission, to the Siege of 
Dnnt/ig lately, to improve himself); a man capable of rugged 
service, when the time come*. His military writings were once 
in considerable esteem with professional men ; and still impress 
a Jay rentier with favourable notion* towards Stille, as a man 
of real worth and sense.* 


qf Mtmdmr Jordan ami thr IMrrary Set 

'II, ere is, of course, a Chaplain in the Establishment : a 
Reverend * M. Deschampa ' ; who preaches to them all,— in 
French no doubt. Friedrich never hears Ihwehnmps : Fried- 
rich is always over at Huppin on Sundays; anti there ‘himself 
read* ft sermon to the Harrison,' a* )*ort of the day s duties. 
Reads finely, in a melodious feeling manner, says Forney, 
who can judge ; * even in his old day*, he would incidentally,’ 


sn a voice and with * look, which would have been perfection 
in tins pulpit, thinks Fortney.* 

» Vam^nu dm AVt d* /Vimi# ptmhuroott* Bex»k i emftrfcr to the Seven- 

V#nft War. 

f S§mmmki City** (»*!« Mitim* Puri** *?9?U ** $t* 
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Jordan, so long as they lived together. Jordan’s death, ten 
years hence, was probably the one considerable pain he had 
ever given his neighbours, in this the ultimate section of his 
life. 

I find him described, at Reinsberg, as a small nimble figure, 
of Southern-French aspect ; black, uncommonly bright eyes ; 
and a general aspect of adroitness, modesty, sense, sincerity ; 
good prognostics, which on acquaintance with the man were 
pleasantly fulfilled. 

For the sake of these considerations, I fished-out, from the 
Old-Book Catalogues and sea of forgetfulness, some of the 
poor Books he wrote ; especially a Voyage Litter air e ,* Journal 
of that first Sanitary Excursion or Tour he took, to get the 
clouds blown from his mind. A Literary Voyage which 
awakens a kind of tragic feeling; being itself dead, and 
treating of matters which are all gone dead. So many 
immortal writers, Dutch chiefly, whom Jordan is enabled to 
report as having effloresced, or being soon to effloresce, in 
such and such forms, of Books important to the learned: 
leafy, blossomy Forest of Literature, waving glorious in the 
then sunlight to Jordan ; — and it lies all now, to Jordan and 
us, not withered only, but abolished ; compressed into a film 
of indiscriminate peat . Consider what that peat is made of, 

O celebrated or uncelebrated reader, and take a moral from 
Jordan’s Book ! Other merit, except indeed clearness and 
commendable brevity, the Voyage Litteraire or other little 
Books of Jordan’s have not now. A few of his Letters to 
Friedrich, which exist, are the only writings with the least 
life left in them, and this an accidental life, not momentous 
to him or us. Dryasdust informs me, ‘ Abbe Jordan, alone 
of the Crown-Prince’s cavaliers, sleeps in the Town of Reins- 
berg, not in the Schloss,’ and if I ask, Why ? there is no 
answer. Probably his poor little Daughterkin was beside 
him there?— 

1 ffistoire fun Voyage Littlraire Jail, en MDCCXXXIIL, en France, en Angle - 
litre it en Uollandt ( 2 de Edition, k La Haye, 173^)* 
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We have to say of Friedrich’s Associates, that generally 
they were of intelligent type, each of them master of something 
or other, and capable of rational discourse upon that at least. 
Integrity, loyalty of character, was indisjwnsnhle ; good 
humour, wit if it could be had, were much in request. 
There was no man of shining distinction there ; but they 
were the best that could be had, and that is saying all. 
Friedrich cannot be said, either as Prince or as King, to have 
been superlatively successful in his choice of associates. With 
one single exception, to be noticed shortly, there is not one 
of them whom we should now remember except for Friedrich’s 
sake ; — uniformly they are men whom it is now a weariness 
to hear of, except in a cursory manner. One man of shining 
parts he had, and one only; no man ever of really high and 
great mind. The latter sort are not so easy to get ; rarely 
producible on the soil of this Earth 1 Nor is it certain how 
Friedrich might have managed with one of this sort, or he 
with Friedrich ; — though Friedrich unquestionably would have 
tried, had the chance offered. For he loved intellect as few 
men on the throne, or off it, ever did ; and the little he could 
gather of it round him often seems to me a fact tragical 
rather than otherwise. 

With the outer Berlin social world, acting and reacting, 
Friedrich has his connexions, which obscurely emerge on us 
now and then. Literary Eminences, who are generally of 
Theological vesture ; any follower of Philosophy, especially if 
he be of refined manners withal, or known in fashionable lifts 
is sure to attract him; and gains ample recognition at 
Reinsberg or on Town-visits. But the Berlin Theological or 
Literary world at that time, still more the Berlin Social, like 
a sunk extinct object, continues very dim in those old records ; 
and to say truth, what features we have of it do not invite 
to miraculous efforts for farther acquaintance. Venerable 
Beausobre, with his History of the Manichetmt , 1 and other 

1 Hutoire critique dt Manichte et du Manichlisme : wrote alto Ktmarques etc. 
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learned things, — we heard of him long since, in Toland and 
the Republican Queen’s time, as a light of the world. He is 
now fourscore, grown white as snow ; very serene, polite, with 
a smack of French noblesse in him, perhaps a smack of 
affectation traceable too. The Crown-Prince, on one of his 
Berlin visits, wished to see this Beausobre ; got a meeting 
appointed, in somebody’s rooms c in the French College,’ and 
waited for the venerable man. Venerable man entered, loftily 
serene as a martyr Preacher of the World, something of an 
ancient Seigneur de Beausobre in him, too ; for the rest, soft 
as sunset, and really with fine radiances, in a somewhat twisted 
state, in that good old mind of his. c What have you been 
reading lately, M. de Beausobre ? ’ said the Prince, to begin 
conversation. ‘ Ah, Monseigneur, I have just risen from 
reading the sublimest piece of writing that exists.’ — 6 And 
what?’ 6 The exordium of St. John’s Gospel: In the 
Beginning was the Word ; and the Word was with God , and 
the Word was — ’ Which somewhat took the Prince by 
surprise, as Formey reports; though he rallied straightway, 
and got good conversation out of the old gentleman. To 
whom, we perceive, he writes once or twice, 1 — a copy of his 
own verses to correct, on one occasion, — and is very respectful 
and considerate. 

Formey tells us of another French sage, personally known 
to the Prince since Boyhood ; for he used to be about the 
Palace, doing something. This is one La Croze ; Professor 
of, I think, 6 Philosophy ’ in the French College: sublime 
monster of Erudition, at that time ; forgotten now, I fear, by 
everybody. Swag-bellied, short of wind ; liable to rages, to 
utterances of a coarse nature ; a decidedly ugly, monstrous 
and rather stupid kind of man. Knew twenty languages, in 

sur U Nouveau Testament , which were once famous ; Histoire de la Reformation. ; 
etc. etc. He is Beausobre Senior \ there were two Sons (one of them bom in 
second wedlock, after Papa was 70), who were likewise given to writing.— See 
Formey, Souvenirs d* un Citoyen t i. 33 ' 39 * 

1 (Euvres de Frederic, xvi. 121-126. Dates are all of 1737 ; the last of 

Beausobre’s years. 
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a coarse inexact way, Attempted deep kind* of discourse, 
in the lecture- room ami elsewhere ; hut usually broke off into 
endless welters of anecdote, not always of cleanly nature ; niul 
after every two or thm* worth*, a deqwrate sigh, not for 
sorrow, hut on account of liabilities* ami fat, Formey give* 
a portraiture of him ; not worth copying farther. The same 
Fortney, standing one day somewhere «n the streets of Ilerlin, 
was himself, he cannot doubt, area by the Crown I’littee in 
{Missing; ‘ who asked M. .Ionian, who that was,' and got 
answer : -d» not that a comfortable fai't ? Nothing farther 
came of it ;~~resjHX'lable Kx- Canton Fortney, though ever 
ready with his jam, being indeed of very vapid nature, not 
wanted at Reinsberg, a* we can guoss. 

There is M. Achard, too, another 1 ‘teacher, supreme of his 
sort, in the Uten Berlin circle* ; to whom or from whom a 
Letter or two exist. Letters worthless, if it were not for one 
dim indication : That, on inquiry, the Crown. Frince had 
been consulting titis supreme Achard on the difficulties of 
Orthodoxy ; 1 and had given him texts, or a text, to preach 
from. Supreme Achard did not aladish the difficulties for hi* 
inquiring Frince, — who complain* rmpectfully that * hi* faith 
is weak,’ and leaves us dark a* to particulars. This Achard 
passage is almost the only hint we have of what might have 
been an important chapter; Friedrichs Heligious History at 
Iteinsberg, The expression ‘ weak faith ' I take to be meant 
not in mockery, but in ingenuous regret and solicitude ; much 
painful fermentation, proUbly, on the religious question in 
those Rainaberg years 1 But the old • (hmtlmmtM ' business, 
the Free- Grace controversy, had taught him to In* cautious as 
to what he uttered on those points. The fomentation, 
therefore, had to goon under cover ; what the result of it was, 
is notorious enough ; though the stejis of the process arc not 
in any point known. 

Enough now of such details. Outwardly or inwardly, 
there is* no History, or almost none, to lie had of this 
1 (Euvm tk Mi n't, xvi, pp, tis-li? i 4*w, Msrthjmw 
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Reinsberg Period ; the extensive records of it consisting, as 
usual, mainly of chaotic nugatory matter, opaque to the mind 
of readers. There is copious correspondence of the Crown- 
Prince, with at least dates to it for most part i but this, 
which should be the main resource, proves likewise a poor 
one ; the Crown-Prince’s Letters, now or afterwards, being 
almost never of a deep or intimate quality; and seldom 
turning on events or facts at all, and then not always on facts 
interesting, on facts clearly apprehensible to us in that extinct 
element. 

The Thing, we know always, is there ; but vision of the 
Thing is only to be had faintly, intermittently. Dim inane 
twilight, with here and there a transient spark falling some- 
whither in it ; — you do at last, by desperate persistence, get 
to discern outlines, features : — c The Thing cannot always 
have been No-thing,’ you reflect ! Outlines, features : — and 
perhaps, after all, those are mostly what the reader wants on 
this occasion. 


CHAPTER II 

OF VOLTAIRE AND THE LITERARY CORRESPONDENCES 

One of Friedrich’s grand purposes at Reinsberg, to himself 
privately the grandest there, which he follows with constant 
loyalty and ardour, is that of scaling the heights of the 
Muses’ Hill withal ; of attaining mastership, discipleship, in 
Art and Philosophy ; — or in candour let us call it, what it 
truly was, that of enlightening and fortifying himself with 
clear knowledge, clear belief, on all sides ; and acquiring some 
spiritual panoply in which to front the coming practicalities 
of life. This, he feels well, will be a noble use of his seclu- 
sion in those still places ; and it must be owned, he struggles 
and endeavours towards this, with great perseverance, by 
all the methods in his power, here, or wherever afterwards 
he might be. 
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Here at Reinsberg, one of his readiest methods, his 
pleasantest if not his usefulest, is that of getting into 
correspondence with the chief spirits of his time. Which 
accordingly he forthwith sets about, after getting into 
Reinsberg, and continues, as we shall see, with much assiduity. 
Rollin, Fontenelle, and other French lights of the then 
firmament, — his Letters to them exist ; and could be given in 
some quantity : but it is better not. They are intrinsically 
the common Letters on such occasions : ( O sublime demigod 
of literature, how small are princely distinctions to such a 
glory as thine; thou who enterest within the veil of the 
temple, and issuest with thy face shining ! ’ — To which the 
response is: ‘Hm, think you so, most happy, gracious, 
illustrious Prince, with every convenience round you, and such 
prospects ahead? Well, thank you, at any rate, — and, as 
the Irish say, more power to your Honour's Glory !’ This 
really is nearly all that said Sets of Letters contain; and 
except perhaps the Voltaire Set, none of them give symptoms 
of much capacity to contain more. 

Certainly there was no want of Literary Men discernible 
from Reinsberg at that time ; and the young Prince corre- 
sponds with a good many of them ; temporal potentate 
saluting spiritual, from the distance, — in a way highly 
interesting to the then parties, but now without interest, 
except of the reflex kind, to any creature. A very cold and 
empty portion, this, of the Friedrich Correspondence ; stand- 
ing there to testify what his admiration was for literary talent, 
or the great reputation of such ; but in itself uninstructive 
utterly, and of freezing influence on the now living mind. 
Most of those French lights of the then firmament are gone 
out. Forgotten altogether; or recognised, like Rollin and 
others, for polished dullards, university bigwigs, and long- 
winded commonplace persons, deserving nothing but oblivion. 
Tb Montesquieu, — not yet called ‘ Baron de Montesquieu ’ 
with Esprit des Lois ; but ‘ M. de Secondat’ with (Anonymous) 
LeUres Persmies ; and already known to the world for a 
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pewon of sharp audacious eyesight,— it does not appear that 
nednch addressed any Letter, now or afterwards. No notice 
. -Montesquieu ; nor of some others, the absence of whom 
is a little unexpected. Probably it was want of knowledge 
mainly ; fo r his appetite was not fastidious at this time. 
And certainly he did hit the centre of the mark, and get 
into the very kernel of French literature, when, in 1736, 
ardly yet established in his new quarters, he addressed him- 
self to the shining figure known to us as ‘ Arouet Junior ’ 
long since, and now called M. de Voltaire ; which latter is 
still a name notable in Friedrich’s History and that of Man . 

*nd. Friedrichs first Letter, challenging Voltaire to cor- 
respondence, dates itself 8 th August 1736; and Voltaire’s 
Answer, the Reinsberg Household still only in its second 
month, was probably the brightest event which had yet 
befallen there. 

On various accounts it will behove us to look a good deal 
more strictly into this Voltaire; and, as his relations to 
Friedrich and to the world are so multiplex, endeavour to 
disengage the real likeness of the man from the circum- 
ambient noise and confusion which in his instance continue 
very great. ‘ Voltaire was the spiritual complement of 
Friedrich,’ says Sauerteig once : ‘ what little of lasting their 
poor Century produced lies mainly in these Two. A very 
somnambulating Century ! But what little it did, we must 
caH Friedrich ; what little it thought, Voltaire. Other fruit 
we have not from it to speak of, at this day. Voltaire, and 
what can be faithfully done on the Voltaire Creed ; « Realised 
Voltairism”; — admit it, reader, not in a too triumphant 
humour,— is not that pretty much the net historical product 
of the Eighteenth Century P The rest of its history either 
pure somnambulism ; or a mere Controversy, to the effect, 
“Realised Voltairism ? How soon shall it be realised, then ? 
Not at once, surely ! ” So that Friedrich and Voltaire are 
related, not by accident only. They are, they for want of 
better, the two Original Men of their Century ; the chief and 
vol. m. M 
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in A nensc the sole produet* of their Century. They alone 
remain to us as still living mailt* from it. «*eh a* they 
are. Ami the rest, truly, aught to depart am! vanish (a* 
they are now doing) ; Mug mere ephemera ; contemporary 
enters, scramblers for provender, talkers of mreptahle hearsay t 
ami related merely to the butteries and wiggerie* of their 
time, and not related to the lVrmuiaUtiw at all, ** these 
Two were,'— 'With more of the like sort from imuertcig. 
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sun. Of Madame Arouet, who, or what, or how she was, 
nothing whatever is known. A human reader, pestered con- 
tinually with the Madame-Denises, Abbe-Mignots and enig- 
matic nieces and nephews, would have wished to know, at 
least, what children, besides Franfois, Madame Arouet had : 
once for all. How many children ? Name them, with year of 
birth, year of death, according to the church-registers : they 
all, at any rate, had that degree of history ! No ; even that 
has not been done. Beneficent correspondents of my own 
make answer, after some research, No register of the Arouets 
anywhere to be had. The very name Voltaike, if you ask 
whence came it ? there is no answer, or worse than none. — 
The fit ‘ History ’ of this man, which might be one of the 
shining Epics of his Century, and the lucid summary and soul 
of any History France then had, but which would require 
almost a French demigod to do it, is still a great way off, if 
on the road at all I For present purposes, we select what 
follows from a well-known hand : 

€ Youth of Voltaire (1694-1725). — French Biographers have left the 
Arouet Household very dark for us ; meanwhile we can perceive, or 
guess, that it was moderately well in economic respects; that Francis 
was the second of the Two Sons ; and that old Arouet, a steady, practical 
and perhaps rather sharp-tempered old gentleman, of official legal 
habits and position, ‘‘‘Notary of the Chatelet” and something else, had des- 
tined him for the Law Profession ; as was natural enough to a son of 
M. Arouet, who had himself succeeded well in Law, and could there, best 
of all, open roads for a clever second son. Francois accordingly sat “ in 
chambers,” as we call it ; and his fellow-clerks much loved him, — the 
most amusing fellow in the world. Sat in chambers, even became an 
advocate ; but did not in the least take to advocateship ; — took to poetry, 
and other airy dangerous courses, speculative, practical ; causing family 
explosions and rebukes, which were without effect on him. A young 
fool, bent on sportful pursuits instead of serious; more and more 
shuddering at Law. To the surprise and indignation of M. Arouet 
Senior. Law, with its wigs and sheepskins, pointing towards high honours 
and deep flesh-pots, had no charms for the young fool ; he could not be 
made to like Law. 

‘ Whereupon arose explosions, as we hint ; family explosions on the 
part of M. Arouet Senior ; such that friends had to interfere, and it was 
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uncertain what would come of it One judirlnua friend, " M. Caumarlin, * 
took the young fellow home to hi* house in the country for n time ; 
—and there, incidentally, brought him acquainted with old gentlemen 
deep in the tradition* of Henri Quad re and the cognate topic* ; which 
muc l, inflamed the young fellow, mid produced big scheme* in the head 
of him. 

< M, Arouet Senior stood strong for U» ; but it *m hemming daily 
more impossible, Madrigal*, drama* (not without actre*»e«), satirical 
wit, airy verms, and all manner of adventurous speculation, were what 
this young man went upon ; and w«* getting more and more loved for ; 
introduced, even, to the superior circle*, and recognised there a* one «» 
the brightest young fellow* ever awn. Which tended, of course, to 
confirm him in hi* folly, and open other outlook* and harbour* of refuge 
than the paternal one. 

* Such thing*, at range to M. Arouet Senior, were in vogue then ; 
wicked Regent d'Orldana having succeeded sublime Imui* «tv,, and set 
strange fashion, to the Quality. Not likely to profit thi* fool Framjois, 
thought M. Arouet Senior ; and wp much confirmed in hi* notion, when 
a rhymed Lampoon against the Unveroment having come out {/e*/ul «'«, 
aa they call it), 1 and become the rage, aa a clever thing of the kind will, 
it was imputed to the brightest young fellow in France, M, Arouet** 
Son. Who, in fact, waa not tlie Author ; hut was not heileved on 
hi* denial ; and saw himself, in spite of his high connexion*, ruth- 
lesaly lodged in the Itaatiila in consequence. '* Let him sit,** thought 
M. Arouet Senior, ** and come to his een*** there I * lie sat for eighteen 
month* (age .till little almve twenty) ; hut privately employed Id* time, 
not in repentance, or in aeriou* legal atudlea, hut in writing a Foem on 
hi* Henri Quatre. n Epic Poem," no ie** ; tm lift*, a* he then railed 
It { which it waa hi* hope the whole world would one day fall In love 
with aa it did. Nay, In two year* more, he had done a Flay, (Hdipt 
the renowned name of It; which *' ran for forty-eight nights** (18th 
November 1718, the first of them) ; and was enough to turn any head 
of nob age. Law may be considered hopeless, even by M, Arouet 
Senior. 

*TVy him In the Diplomatic line; break the** had habit* and con- 
nexion*, thought M. Arouet, at one time ; and aent him to the Frwneh 
Ambassador in Holland,— on good behaviour, m It ware, and by way of 
temporary banishment. But neither did thi* answer. On the contrary, 
the young fellow got Into scrapes again ; got Into amatory Intrigues,— 
young lady visiting yon in men** clothe*, young lady'* mother inveigling, 

1 ‘ I have **en (fai vu) ’ this ignominy occur, * 1 have awn * that other,— to 
the amount of a do*en or two t— <*nd am not yet twenty.* Copy of it, sad 
guess a* to authorship, in (Buvrts tit Vtltmn , t, jat. 
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and I know not what ; — so that the Ambassador was glad to send bim 
home again unmarried ; marked, as it were, Glass, with care ! ” And 
the young lady’s mother printed his Letters, not the least worth reading : 
— and the old M. Arouet seems now to have flung-up his head ; to 
have settled some small allowance on him, with peremptory no-hope of 
more, and said, “ Go your own way, then, foolish junior : the elder shall 
be my son.” M. Arouet disappears at this point, or nearly so, from the 
history of his son Francois ; and I think must have died in not many 
years. Poor old M. Arouet closed his old eyes without the least con- 
ception what a prodigious ever-memorable thing he had done unknow- 
ingly, in sending this Francis into the world, to kindle such universal 
f 'dry dungheap of a rotten world,” and set it blazing ! Francois, his 
Father’s synonym, came to be representative of the family, after all ; 
the elder Brother also having died before long. Except certain confused 
niece-and-nephew personages, progeny oft the sisters, Francis has no 
more trouble or solacement from the paternal household. Francois 
meanwhile is his Father’s synonym, and signs Arouet Junior, “ Francis 
Arouet 1. j. (lejeune).” 

‘ “ All of us Princes, then, or Poets !” said he, one night at supper, 
looking to right and left : the brightest fellow in the world, well fit to 
be Phoebus Apollo of such circles ; and great things now ahead of him. 
Dissolute Regent d’Orleans, politest, most debauched of men, and very 
witty, holds the helm ; near him Dubois the Devil’s Cardinal, and so 
many bright spirits. All the Luciferous Spiritualism there is in France 
is lifting anchor, under these auspices, joyfully towards new latitudes and 
Isles of the Blest. What may not Francois hope to become ? “ Hmph 1” 
answers M. Arouet Senior, steadily, so long as he lives. Here are one 
or two subsequent phases, epochs or turning-points, of the young gentle- 
man’s career. 

‘ Phasis First (1725-1728). — The accomplished Due de Sulli (Year 
1725, day not recorded), is giving in his hotel a dinner, such as usual ; 
and a bright witty company is assembled ; — the brightest young fellow 
in France sure to be there ; and with his electric coruscations illuminating 
everything, and keeping the table in a roar. To the delight of most ; 
not to that of a certain splenetic ill-given Due de Rohan ; grandee of 
high rank, great haughtiness, and very ill-behaviour in the world ; who 
feels impatient at the notice taken of a mere civic individual, Arouet 
Junior. “ Quel est done ce jeune homme qui parle si haut , Who is this 
young man that talks so loud, then ? ” exclaims the proud splenetic Duke. 
“ Monseigneur,” flashes the young man back upon him in an electric 
manner, cc It is one who does not drag a big name about with him; but 
who secures respect for the name he has ! ” Figure that, in the penetrat- 
ing grandly clangorous voice (voix sombre et majestueuse ), and the 
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momentary fimh of ay* that attended it t»«c *• ^"‘v ’ »» * 

•ulphurnua frame of mind i «>»* »*'" W* *'*>'■• u ' mt tok 

«» idle French Biographer in vein ; wo only, niter mm and morn 

inapwtion, tlmt the incident 1* trim : ««<» **» ! * 1 » ,H ' ur ,Ut *’ **• *“«»«'*« 
of tlm Y« Treaty of t'trrclit tUelf, though *» the New ..paper* 

and Own tnrrtsapondenU were *o interwted in it, wa* perhaps but a 
footfall matter to date in comparison ! , , , „ 

'About a week after, M. Aroiiet Junior wm •«»»> dining with 'he Hint 
deftnlli and a flan company m before. A servant whisper* him, That 
*onudx»dv hna called, and want* him below. “fantmt come," answer* 
Aroiiet ; ' '* how ran 1, no engaged Servant returns after a inmate or 
two ; “ Pardon, Monsieur ; I am to say, it l* to do an art of beneficence 
that yon are wanted below ! " Arouet lay* down hi* knife and fork ; 
dwwenda iiiatantly to are what art it i*. A carriage i* in the court, and 
hackney-coach near it: “ Would Monsieur have the extreme goodness to 
eoma to the door of the carriage, in » «m*> of new— ity » ** At the dour 
of the hand* whr the roller of him* hold him a* In a vim « 

diabolic visage of Due de Rohan la vialhle inside, who utter*, looking to 
the hackney-coach, *ome ** FtrfW, now then !'* Whereupon the hackney- 
eoarh open*, give* oat three porter*, or hired hullie*. with the due 
implement*: arandaloua artuality of horsewhipping descends on the hark 
of poor Arouet, who ahrieka and aaerratea to no purpnae, noiouly heln* 
near, “That will do," aaya Rohan at last, and the gallant dural party 
drive off; young Arouet, with torn frill* and deranged hair, rushing 
up-stalr* again, in such a mood a* la easy to fanry. Everybody I* -wry, 
ineonaolahle, everybody ahoekod ; nohody volunteer* to help in avenging. 
« Monaeignettr do Hulli, ia not *urh atrority done to one of your guest*, 
m i lMu lt to youraelf?" a*ka Arouet. “Well, yea perhaps, but"— 
Monaoigneur do Bull! ahruga hia ahouldera, and proposes nothing. 
Arouet withdrew, of course In a moet biasing condition, to consider what 
he could, on hi* own atrength, do in thia conjuncture. 

* Hi* Biographer Dtivernet aaya, he decided on doing two thing*: 
learning English and the amalhaword exercise. 1 He retired to the 
couutry for alx month*, and perfected himself in the** two branch**. 
Being perfect, he challenged Hue d* Rohan in the proper manner; 


1 La lit dt Voltaire, par M* * fi CenlSv*, 1786), PP- 5157 J «* PP- *« 

hi* second form of the Book. The ' M* * ' i* an AbW ihwwt i ««f no fir*** 
mark otherwise, He got into Revolution trouble afterward*, but neaped with 
hi# head : and republished hi* Book, awollen mii somewhat by or* • Anecdote* ’ 
and republican bluster, in tbi* aecomi i»»tanee t •iguiag himself T. J, t». V, ... 
(Faria, 1797 ). A vague but not dark or memlacimi* little Book } with trace* of 
real tyttighi in it, —by one who had perwwodiy known Voltaire, of at Imal *«« 
and heard him* 
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applying ingenious compulsive* withal, to secure acceptance of the 
challenge, Rohan accepted, not without Home difficulty, and compulsion 
at the theatre or otherwise accepted, hut withal confessed to his wife* 
The result was, m measuring of swords took place ; and Rohan only 
blighted by public opinion, or incapable of farther blight that way, went 
at large ; a convenient Lcttm de Cachet having put Arouet again In the 
Bastille* Where for six months Arouet lodged a second time, the 
Innocent not the guilty; making, we can well suppose, innumerable 
redactions on the phenomena of human life* Imprisonment once over, 
he hastily quitted for England ; shaking the dust of ungrateful France of 
his feet,— resolved to change his unhappy name, for one thing* 

‘Smelfungus* denouncing the torpid fatuity of Voltaire** Biographers, 
say® he never met with one Frenchman, even of the literary classes, who 
could tell him whence this name Voutaihb originated. €i A petit# term* 
small family estate/’ they said ; and sent him hunting through Topo- 
graphies, far and wide, to no purpose. Others answered ** Voi terra In 
Italy, some connexion with Volterra,'*—- am! seemed even to know that this 
was but fatuity* u In ever-talking, ever-printing Paris, is it us in 
Timhuctoo, then, which neither prints nor has anything to print? " 
exclaims poor Smelfungus 1 Ho tells m at last, the name Voltaire is a 
mere Anagram of Arouet /•/»— yon try it; a.m.0.u.9S.t.Xi.j. * v*e*t*,v.A,i,!t.ss ; 
and perceive at once, with obligations to Smelfungus, that he has settled 
this small matter for you, and that you can be silent upon it forever 
thenceforth* 

* The anagram Volya nt*, gloomily settled in the Bastille in this manner, 
can he reckoned a very famous wide-sounding outer result of the Rohan 
impertinence and blackguardism ; but it is not worth naming beside the 
Inner intrinsic result, of banishing Voltaire to England at this point of 
hi* course, England w m full of Constitutionality and Freethinkiog; 
Tokmt®, Collinses, Wollaston®, Bolinghrokes, still living* very free 
indeed* England, one is astonished to see, has it* royal-republican ways 
of doing; something Roman in it, from Peerage down to Pltsh * 5 strange 
and curious to the eye of M. do Voltaire* Kcieuee* flourishing ; Newton 
still alive, white with fourscore years, the venerable hoary man ; Locke’* 
Oofipel of Common Sense In full vogue, or even done into versa, by 
incomparable Mr* Pop, for the cultivated upper class#** In science, In 
religion, In politic®, what a surprising ** liberty ** allowed or taken 1 
Never was a freer turn of thinking. And (what to M. da Voltaire Is a 
pleasant feature) it Is Pmathinking with rufftes to it* shirt and ring* mi 
It® huger® never yet, the least, dreaming of the shlrtle®* or mmmMtU 
state that lies ahead for It 1 That I® the palmy condition of English 
Liberty, when IV!. do Voltaire arrive* there. 

# In a man just out of the Bastille on those terms, there It a mind driven 
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by hard suffering into swriouMte**; and provoked by Indignant compurtaimi* 
and remembriUHm Ah if you had elaborately ploughed and gmlveriuntl 
tlm mind of thin Voltaire to receive with it* almost avidity* anti strength 
of fertility* whatever whm! England may hare for It That «p a nntabltt 
<u«yunoiure of a man with %ltmwwmwm* Tire la lids mini to 

grow-up a Court Boot; to do tyfiUatst* drama*, lampoon*, witty verse*, 
and wild Hpiriitml and practical magi lifleenere, tire Hire never seen ; 
Primus and lYnmmm rmmgnblng him m plainly divine, and keeping 
him tied by enchantment# to that poor trade m bte task in life? f# 
anHwared in tlm negative. No? and it I« not %mtm to decorate and 
coinfort your 14 dry dunghesp** of a world, or ilia fortunate eook* tint 
scratch on it* that the man Voltaire in Imre } Init to shoot lightnings* into 
It* and mi it. ublmre mm day I That w« in Important alternative ; truly 
of world^mporUnaa to tho poor gtirentiltw* tint now are; stint It »it 
aottled, In good part* by this* voyage to- England* aa mm may surmise. 
Such it sometimes the use of a dtesolut# Kohatt in tlsl* world ; for lire 
goda make implements of all manner of. things, 

f M* do Voltaire (for wo now drop the Aronot altogether, and new 

hear of it more) came to England— whan? Quitted England - when? 

Sorrow on all fatuous Biographers., who apand their lima not lit laying 
permanent foundation-alone*, hut in filming with tire wind P-4 at lm% 
find Indisputably, it wm In tiffl that ho oanta to England ; 1 and ire him* 
aelf telle us that Ire quitted It ** in 178&” Spent, Uterefore, wmi two 
year* there In all,*— kit year of iteorge f/e reign, ami hret of Oeorg* ink 
But mere inanity and dark urea visible reign, in all hi* Biographies, over 
thin period of hi* life, which waa above all other# worth investigating : 
seek mi to' know it ; m mm hm inquired Into It, probably no eumpotent 
man now ever will, By hint* lit certain treitere of the period, we learn 
that Ire lodged* or at one Brno lodged, in ** Maiden tan#, Co vent 
Garden ” ; one of thoee old House* that yet aland in Malden Imm : for 
which small fact let u* he thankful III* own Letters of lire period are 
dated now and then from ** Waadtarorth'* A 11 union* there are to 
Bolinghroke ; hot tire Wandsworth I* not lelingbmk®*# mansion* which 
iteod in Battersea; tire Wand* worth wee one Edward Fawkenerk; 
a man eomewhet admirable to young Voltaire, hut satinet now, or nearly 
bo* in human memory. He had brew a Turkey Merchant, It would neem, 
and nevertheless was admitted to speak hi* word In IfiteMerttial, oven in 
political circles ; which was wonderful to young Voltaire. ThU Fawkenar, 
I think, became Sir Edward Fawkarrer, and some kind of 11 Secretary to 
the Duke of Cumberland ” I judge It to be tire name Pawketier ; a man 
highly unmemorable now, were it not for the young Frenchman Ire wm 

1 Got out of the Bastille, with order* to leave France* * apih April’ of that 

year (CEuvrts de I, 40 n*% 
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hospitable to. Fawkener’s and Boling-broke’ s are perhaps the only names 
that turn-up in Voltaire’s Letters of this English Period; over which 
generally there reigns, in the French Biographies, inane darkness, with 
an intimation, half involuntary, that it should have been made luminous, 
and would if perfectly easy. 

‘We know, from other sources, that he had acquaintance with many 
men in England, with all manner of important men ; Notes to Pope in 
Voltaire-English, visit of Voltaire to Congreve, Notes even to such as 
Lady Sundon in the interior of the Palace, are known of. The brightest 
young fellow in the world did not want for introductions to the highest 
quarters, in that time of political alliance, and extensive private acquaint- 
ance, between his Country and ours. And all this he was the man to 
improve, both in the trivial and the deep sense. His bow to the divine 
Princess Caroline and suite, could it fail in graceful reverence or what 
else was needed ? Dextrous right words in the right places, winged with 
esprit so-called : that was the man’s supreme talent, in which he had no 
match, to the last. A most brilliant, swift, far-glancing young man, 
disposed to make himself generally agreeable. For the rest, his wonder, 
we can see, was kept awake ; wonder readily inclining, in his circum- 
stances, towards admiration. The stereotype figure of the Englishman, 
always the same, which turns-up in Voltaire’s Works, is worth noting in 
this respect. A rugged, surly kind of fellow, much-enduring, not 
intrinsically bad ; splenetic without complaint, standing oddly inexpugn- 
able in that natural stoicism of his ; taciturn, yet with strange flashes of 
speech in him now and then, something which goes beyond laughter and 
articulate logic, and is the taciturn elixir of these two, what they call 
“ humour ” in their dialect : this is pretty much the reverse of Voltaire’s 
own self, and therefore all the welcomer to him ; delineated always with 
a kind of mockery, but with evident love. What excellences are in 
England, thought Voltaire ; no Bastille in it, for one thing ! Newton’s 
Philosophy annihilated the vortexes of Descartes for him ; Locke’s 
Toleration is very grand (especially if all is uncertain, , and you are in the 
minority); then Collins, Wollaston and Company, — no vile Jesuits here, 
strong in their mendacious malodorous stupidity, despicablest yet most 
dangerous of creatures, to check freedom of thought ! Illustrious 
Mr. Pope, of the Essay on Man, surely he is admirable ; as are Pericles 
Bolingbroke, and many others. Even Bolingbroke’s high-lackered brass 
is gold to this young French friend of his. — Through all which admira- 
tions and exaggerations the progress of the young man, toward certain 
very serious attainments and achievements, is conceivable enough. 

‘ One other man, who ought to be mentioned in the Biographies, I find 
Voltaire to have made acquaintance with, in England : a German M. 
Fabrice, one of several Brothers called Fabrice or Fabricius, — concerning 
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whom, how he had been at Bender, and how Voltaire picked < torn* 
i)oum from the memory of him, there wee already mention. I he same 
Fabric* who held poor Uenrge i. in hi* arm* while they drove, galloping, 
to ( hmitbriick," that night in erfmnl* 5-net needing mention again. The 
following in more to the point. 

* Voltaire, among hi* multifarious studies while in Knglaud, did not 
forget tli at of economics: hi* Poem to Afjto*. surreptitiously printed, 
three year* since, under timt title {one l»e*fonUine*, * hungry Kx- 
Jemiit, the perpetrator), 1 he now took in hand for hi* own benefit ; 
washed it clean of it* hint* : christened it WennW*. under which name it 
is still known over ail the world ;~aud printed it ; published it here, by 
xuhxcription, in 1720; one of the fir*t tiling* he undertook. Very 
splendid subscription ; headed hy Prince** t ‘undine, and much favoured 
by the opulent of sjuality. Which yielded an unknown hut very con- 
siderable nun of thousand* sterling, and grounded not only the world- 
renown but the domestic finance of M. de Voltaire. For the fame of the 
“new epic," m thl« Umrlmi# wa* railed, soon apread into all land*. 
And Much fame, and other agenda* on hi* behalf, having opened the way 
home for Voltaire, he took thi* sum of'niau*»nd» Hterlitig along with him ; 
laid it out judiciously in anma city lottery, or profitable scrip then going 
at Faria, which at once doubled the amount : after which he invested 
it in Corn-trade, Army Clothing, Barbary trade, Commia*arlat Bacon- 
trade, all manner of well-chosen trade*,- being one of the »hrewde*t 
financiers on record and never from that day wanted abundance of 
money, for one thing. Which he judged to he extremely expedient for 
a literary man, especially in time* of Jesuit and oilier tribulation. ** You 
have only to watch," he would say, ** what scrip*, public loans, invest- 
ment* in the field of agio, are offered ; if you exert any Judgment, It la 
easy to gain there ; do not the stupidest of mortal* gain there, by in- 
tensely attending to it f " 

* Voltaire got almost nothing hy hi* Book*, which he generally had to 
disavow, and denounce as surreptitious supposititious scandals, when 
some xharp-aet Bookseller, in whose way he had laid the savoury article 
as bait, chose to risk hi* ear* for the profit of snatching and publishing 
it Next to nothing by his Books ; hut hy hi* fin* finance-talent other- 
wise, he had become possessed of ample moneys. Which were so cun- 
ningly disposed, too, that he had resource# In every Country ; and no 
conceivable combination of confiscating Jesuit* and dark fanatic Official 

Persona could throw him out of a livelihood, whithersoever he might to 

forced to run. A man that looks facta in the face ; which is creditable 
of him. The vulgar call It avarice and the like, m their way is : but M. 
de Voltaire is convinced that effect* will follow causae ; and that it well 

1 *7*3, FKr, par T. J. D. V. (that is, ' M** * in the ut»mi form), p. $ 9 . 



ch. n.] VOLTAIRE AND CORRESPONDENCES 187 

w'ems’ a lonely Ishmaelite, hunting his way through the howling 
wildernesses and confused ravenous populations of this world, to have 
money in his pocket. He died with a revenue of some 7,000/. a year, 
probably as good as 20,000/. at present ; the richest literary man ever 
heard of hitherto, as well as the remarkablest in some other respects. 
But we have to mark the second phasis of his life ' (in which Friedrich 
now sees him), ‘ and how it grew out of this first one. 

< phasis Second (1728-1733).— Returning home as if quietly triumphant, 
with such a talent in him, and such a sanction put upon it and him by a 
neighbouring Nation, and by all the world, Voltaire was warmly received, 
in his old aristocratic circles, by cultivated France generally ; and now 
in 1728, in his thirty-second year, might begin to have definite out- 
looks of a sufficiently royal kind, in Literature and otherwise. Nor is 
he slow, far from it, to advance, to conquer and enjoy. He writes 
successful literature, falls in love with women of quality ; encourages the 
indigent and humble ; eclipses, and in case of need tramples down, the 
too proud. He elegises poor Adrienne Lecouvreur, the Actress,— our 
poor friend the Comte de Saxe’s female friend ; who loyally emptied out 
her whole purse for him, 30,000/. in one sum, that he might try for 
Courland, and whether he could fall in love with her of the Swollen 
Cheek there ; which proved impossible. Elegises Adrienne, we say, and 
even buries her under cloud of night : ready to protect unfortunate- 
females of merit. Especially theatrical females ; having much to do in 
the theatre, which we perceive to be the pulpit or real preaching-place of 
cultivated France in those years. All manner of verse, all manner of 
prose, he dashes-off with surprising speed and grace : showers of light 
spray for the moment ; and always some current of graver enterprise, 
Sucle de Louis Quatorze or the like, going on beneath it. For he is a most 
diligent, swift, unresting man ; and studies and learns amazingly in such 
a rackety existence. Victorious enough in some senses ; defeat, in 
Literature, never visited him. His Plays, coming thick on the heels of 
one another, rapid brilliant pieces, are brilliantly received by the un- 
official world ; and ought to dethrone dull Crebillon, and the sleepy 
potentates of Poetry that now are. Which in fact is their result with 
the public ; hut not yet in the highest courtly places a defect much to 
be condemned and lamented. 

‘ Numerous enemies arise, as is natural, of an envious venomous 
description ; this is another ever-widening shadow in the sunshine. In 
fact we perceive he has, besides the inner obstacles and griefs, two 
/,w aa of outward ones : There are Lions on his path and also Dogs. 
Lions are the Ex-Bishop of Mirepoix, and certain other dark Holy 
Fathers, or potent orthodox Official Persons. These, though Voltaire 
(Wlarft bis heterodoxy /which, indeed, is but the orthodoxy 
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of the cultivated private circles), perceive well enough, mm by use 
HrnrtaH*, mid Its talk of 1 11 tolerance*** horror of ,# faotitivbfo ** and tlm 
like* what this one** Vim/ is; and how dangerous ho, not a more mute loan 
of quality, hut a talk log spirit with winded words, may ho; mid they much 
annoy and terrify him, hy their roaring In the distance* Which roaring 
■cannot, of count*, convince ; and sine# It ia not permitted to kill, ran only 
provoke a talking spirit into atill deeper strain* of heterodoxy for hi* own 
private behoof, These are the Lion* m his path J beast* rouse hunt to 
themselves of good intentions ; hut manifesting from Voltaire** point of 
view, it must he owned, a physiognomy unlovely to a degree. <f light is 
superior to darkness, I should think/* mediutee Voltaire; u power of 
thought to the want of power f The dm ifo Mirfpmix {Aim of Mirepoix)/ 
pretending to u m me in this manner, Is ll other, in the court of 
KUtadftmenthutt, than transcendent Htupidity* with trnnecendent In- 
solence superedded ?** Voltaire grows more and more heterodox ; and In 
ripening towards dangerous utterances, though he strife* to hold in, 

* The Dogs upon his path, again, are all the disloyal enviott* person* oi 
the Writing Cleas, whom hi* euoeeae ha* offended ; and, mere generally, 
all the dishonest hungry pemoxta who can gain a mortal hy biting him : 
and their name 1* legion. It must be owned, about m ugly a Doggery 
(krnUk ** he might well reckon them) a* km, before or adnee, 
infested the path of a men. They mm not hired and net on, a* angry 
suspicion might suggest ; hut they are covertly somewhat patronised by 
the Mirepoix# or orthodox Official das*, ftcfttsdalou* Ex -Jesuit Iteefen- 
taines, Thersites Frerwi, these are hut types of an endless Doggery; 
whose names and work* should be blotted out ; whoso on# claim to 
memory is# that the riding man so often angrily sprang down# and tried 
horsewhipping them Into silsim A vain attempt The individual 
hound dies howling* abjectly petitioning and promising ; but the rest 
hark all with new comfort* and even Ac atari* again straightway, it 1* 
bad travelling in those woods# with such Lions and such I fog#, And then 
to# sparsely scattered Human Creatures (at* w# may cal! them in rentnwt, 
persona of Quality for most part) mm no always what they should bt, 
The grand mansions you arrive at, In this waste-how ! mg solitude, prove 
sometimes essentially JtobbeNtoven ;~-and there may I m Artnida Whum, 
mid divine-looking Armidas* where ymr ultimate fate 1# atill warm, 

** k ut trnpH tffmtemtmr*, J§ m eU# rim dmmkmMmmmm!** 


1 Poor joke of Voltsfce’s continually applied to this Bishop, m Ex*liitor»p # — 
who was thought, generally# a father teswbrtte mm for appointintfit to tbs 
FiuiUt in BMfim (charge of nominating Hhbop* beepteg King** eonseitoce, 
etc.) ; and who, in that capacity, signed bfmaelf Jm* (by no mtena # Jm 9 * but 

* Andm % Whilom •) 4$ Mmpix^x® the ttm&mmi J Voltaire often tno^fo 
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To think of it, tho Military Ishmaellt* journeying, never bo well mounted, 
through such a wilderness : with lion*, dogs, human robbers and Annulus 
all about him ; himself lonely, friendless under tho stars one could 
pity him withal, though that is not the fooling ho solicits; nor gets 
hitherto, even at this impartial distance. 

‘One of the beautiful creatures of Quality, —we hope, notan Armida, 
— who came athwart Voltaire, in these times, was a Madame du Chfttelet ; 
distinguished from all the others by a love of mathematics and the pure 
sciences, were it nothing else. She was still young, under thirty ; the 
literary man still under forty. With her Husband, to whom she had 
brought a child, or couple of children, there was no formal quarrel ; but 
they were living apart, neither much heeding tho other, as was by no 
means a ease without example at that time ; Monsieur soldiering, and 
philandering about, in garrison or elsewhere ; Madame, in a like humour, 
doing the best for herself In the high circle of society, to which he and 
she belonged. Most wearisome barren circles to a person of thought, as 
both she and M. de Voltaire emphatically admitted to one another, on 
first making acquaintance. But is there no help ? 

‘ Madame had tried the pure sciences and philosophies, in Books : but 
how much more charming, when they come to you as a Human Philo- 
sopher; handsome, maganimous.and the wittiest man In the world ! Young 
Madame was not regularly beautiful ; but she was very piquant, radiant, 
adventurous ; understood other things than the pure sciences, and could 
be abundantly coquettish and engaging. I have known her scuttle-off, 
on an evening, with a couple of adventurous young wives of Quality, to 
the remote lodging of the witty M. de Voltaire, and make hi* dim even- 
ing radiant to him. 1 Then again, in public crowds, I have seen them ; 
obliged to dismount to the peril of Madame'* diamonds, there being a 
jam of carriage*, and no getting forward for half the day. In short, they 
are becoming more and more intimate, to the extremest degree ; and, 
•corning the world, thank Heaven that they are mutually Indispensable. 
Cannot we get away from this scurvy wasp's-nest of a Paris, thought 
they, and live to ourselves and our hooks ? 

‘ Madame was of high quality, one of the Breteuils ; but was poor in 
comparison, and her Husband the like. An old Chateau of theirs, named 
Cirey, stands In a pleasant enough little valley In Champagne; but so 
dilapidated, gaunt and vacant, nobody can live in It Voltaire, who la 
by this time a man of ample moneys, furnishes the requisite cash ; 
Madame and be, in sweet symphony, concert the plans! Cirey is 
repaired, at least parts of it are, into a boudoir of the gods, regardless of 
expense ; nothing ever seen so tasteful, so magnificent ; and the two 
withdraw thither to study, in peace, what science*, pure and other, they 


* One of Voltaire’* Letter*. 
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have a mind to. They are recognised as lovers, by the Parisian public, 
with little audible censure from anybody there,— with none at all from 
the easy Husband ; who occasionally even visits Cirey, if he be passing 
that way ; and is content to take matters as he finds them, without- 
looking below the surface. 1 For the Ten Commandments are at a 
singular pass in cultivated France at this epoch. Such illicit-idyllic 
form of life has been the form of Voltaire’s since 1733/— for some three 
years now, when Friedrich and we first make acquaintance with him. 

' It lasted above a dozen years more, an illicit marriage after its sort, 
and subject only to the liabilities of such. Perhaps we may look in upon 
the Cirey Household, ourselves, at some future time; and’— This Editor 
hopes not ! 

* Madame admits that for the first ten years it was, on the whole, 
sublime ; a perfect Eden on Earth, though stormy now and then. 2 After 
ten years, it began to grow decidedly dimmer ; and in the course of few 
years more, it became undeniably evident that M. de Voltaire “did not 
love me as formerly ” in fact, if Madame could have seen it, M. de 
Voltaire was growing old, losing his teeth, and the like ; and did not care 
for anything as formerly ! Which was a dreadful discovery, and gave 
rise to results by and by. 

' in this retreat at Cirey, varied with flying visits to Paris, and kept 
awake by multifarious Correspondences, the quantity of Literature done 
by the two was great and miscellaneous. By Madame, chiefly in the 
region of the pure sciences, in Newtonian Dissertations, competitions for 
Prizes, and the like : really sound and ingenious Pieces, entirely for- 
gotten long since. By Voltaire, in serious Tragedies, Histories, in light 
Sketches and deep Dissertations mockery getting ever wilder with 
him ; the satirical vein, in prose and verse, amazingly copious, and 
growing more and more heterodox, as we can gerceive. His troubles 
from the ecclesiastical or Lion kind in the Literary forest, still more from 
the rabid Doggery in it, are manifold, incessant. And it is pleasantly 
notable,— during these first ten years,— with what desperate intensity, 
vigilance and fierceness, Madame watches over all his interests and 


1 See (whoever is curious) Madame de Grafigny, Vie Privk de Voltaire et de 
Madame du Chdtelet (Paris, 1820). A six months of actual Letters written by 
poor Grafigny, while sheltering at Cirey, Winter and Spring 1738-1739; 
straitened there in various respects, — extremely ill-off for fuel, among other 
things. Rugged practical Letters, shadowing-out to us, unconsciously oftenest, 
and like a very mirror, the splendid and the sordid, the seamy side and the 
smooth, of Life at Cirey, in her experience of it. Published, fourscore years 
after, under the above title. 

2 Lettres Tnidites de Madame la Marquise du Chastelet ; auxquellcs on a joint 
une Dissertation (etc. of hers) : Paris, 1806. 
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and casualties great and small ; leaping with her whole force 
into M. de Voltaire's scale of the balance, careless of antecedences and 
consequences alike ; flying, with the spirit of an angry the 

face of mastiffs, in defence of any feather that is M, de Voltaire s. 1 o 
which Voltaire replies, as ho well may, with eloquent gratitude ; with 
Verses to the divine Emilio, with Gifts to her, verses and gilts the 
prettiest in the world and industriously celebrates the divine imnhe 

^'A^aiS predominant, and in the end somewhat 

termagant female figure, this divine Emilia. Her temper radiant rather 
than bland, was none of the patlentest on occasion ; nor was M. de 
Voltaire the least of a Job, if you came athwart him the wrong way. 1 
have heard, their domestic symphony was liable to furious flaws, -let us 
hope at great distances apart :~that « plates," in presence of the lackeys, 
actual crockery or metal, have been known to fly from and to end of tin 
dinner-table; nay they mention “knives (though on!y in the way of 

oratorical action); and Voltaire has been heiird to e*cto, the som r 
and majestic voice of him risen to a very high pitch : N<s me regard** 
tant de m* veux hagard* el louche a. Don't fix those haggard sidelong eyes 
on me in that way 1 ’“-mere shrillness of pale rage presiding over the 
scene. But It was only mice In the quarter, or seldomer : alter wh. h 
the element would he clearer for some time. A lonesome tew y man 
who has got a Brood Phomlx to preside over him, and fly at the face of 
gods and men for him in that manner, ought to be grateful. 

* Perhaps we shall one day glance, personally, as it were, into Urey 
with our readers;'— Not with this Editor or his! 'It will turn out 
beyond the reader's expectation. Tolerable illicit resting-place, so far a# 
the illicit can be tolerable, for a lonesome Man of Utters, who goes into 
the illicit. Helpfulness, affection, or the flattering image of such, are 
by no means wanting : squalls of infirm temper are not mere frequent 
than in the most licit establishment* of a similar sort Madame, about 
this time, has a swift Palfrey, " Msdgnol (Nightingale) the name of 
him; and gallops fairy-like through the winding valleys; being an 
ardent rider and well-looking on horseback. Voltaire h study is inlaid 
with-the Graftgny knows all what s-mere china tiles, gilt 
marble slabs, and the supreme of taste and expense: study fit for the 
Phoebus Apollo of France, so fer as Madame could contrive it rakes 
coffee with Madame, in the Gallery, about noon. And Ms bedroom, I 
expressly discern, 1 looks out upon a running brook, the murmur of 
which is pleasant to one.' 

Enough, enough. We can perceive what kind of Voltaire 

* L$mrs &f VtlMn* 
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it was to whom the Crown-Prince now addressed himself ; 
mid how luminous no object, shining afar out of the solitude* 
of Champagne upon tht* ardent young omit, still m> capable of 
fuhnimtiou. Model Epic, fttnrutdc ; model History, I'hnrkx 
Douse ; sublime Tragedies, ( ’fmt\ Jlsire attti others, which 
mulers still know though with less enthusiasm, lire blooming 
fresh in Pried rich’s memory and heart ; such Literature ns 
man never saw before ; and in the background Friedrich has 
inarticulately a feeling ns if, in this matt, there were some, 
thing grander than all literature* ; a Keform of human 
Thought itself; a new * Gospel,’ good t tilings or finds- 
Message, by this man ; which Friedrich doc* not *n»j*eet, 
tut the world with horror thaw, to tie a new Hu'tpel, or 
Devil's- Message of lmd-liding* ! A sublime enough Voltaire; 
radiant, enough, over at. Firry yonder. To all lands, a visible 
Phtehus Apollo, climbing the eastern steep; with arrows of 
celestial * new light' in his quiver; capable of stretching 
many a big foul Python, belly upjwrmost, in its native mutt, 
anti riddittg the pair worlti of her Nightmares and Mud- 
SerjK'nta in some measure, we may hop ! - 

And so there begins, from this jHiint, a lively Corre- 
spondence between Friedrich and Voltaire ; which, with some 
interruptions of a notable sort, continued during their mutual 
Life; and is a conspicuous feature in the Biographic* of huth. 
Ill© world talked much of it, and still talks ; and has now 
at last got it all collected, and elucidated into a dimly legible 
form for studloui reader*.* It is by no mean* the dbdiolieatly 
wicked Correspondence it was thought to tie ; the reverse, 
indeed, on both silica ; — but it has unfortunately t*m»me a 
very dull one, to the actual generation of mankind. Not 
without intrinsic merit j on the contrary (if you read intensely, 
and bring the extinct alive again), it sparkles notably with 
epistolary grace and vivacity ; and, on any term*, it has still 
passages of biographical and other intercut ; but the *ulwtaw# 

> Freon, (Ruvrts tit FrUhit {*xi. xxii. xxiti., Beilin, i8$|lt who *uj*»*ed** 

the toy French Editors in this matter. 
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of it, then so new and shining, has fallen absolutely common- 
place, the property of all the world, since then ; and is now 
very wearisome to the reader. No doctrine or opinion in it 
that you have not heard, with clear belief or clear disbelief, a 
hundred times, and could wish rather not to hear again. The 
common fate of philosophical originalities in this world. As 
a Biographical Document, it is worth a very strict perusal, if 
you are interested that way in either Friedrich or Voltaire ; 
finely significant hints and traits, though often almost evan- 
escent, so slight are they, abound in this Correspondence; 
frankness, veracity under graceful forms, being the rule of it, 
strange to say ! As an illustration of Two memorable 
Characters, and of their Century; showing on what terms 
the sage Plato of the Eighteenth Century and his Tyrant 
Dionysius correspond, and what their manners are to one 
another, it may long have a kind of interest to mankind : 
otherwise it has not much left. 

In Friedrich’s History it was, no doubt, an important fact, 
that there lived a Voltaire along with him, twenty years his 
senior. With another Theory of the Universe than the Vol- 
taire one, how much other had Friedrich too been ! But the 
Theory called by Voltaire’s name was not properly of Vol- 
taire’s creating, but only of his uttering and publishing ; it 
lay ready for everybody’s finding, and could not well have 
been altogether missed by such a one as Friedrich. So that 
perhaps we exaggerate the effects of Voltaire on him, though 
undoubtedly they were considerable. Considerable ; but not 
derived from this express correspondence, which seldom turns 
on didactic points at all; derived rather from Voltaire’s 
Printed Works , where they lay derivable to all the world. 
Certain enough it is, Voltaire was at this time, and continued 
all his days, Friedrich’s chief Thinker in the world; un- 
officially, the chief Preacher, Prophet and Priest of this 
Working Kang; — no better off for a spiritual Trismegistus 
was poor Friedrich in the world I On the practical side* 
Friedrich soon outgrew him, — perhaps had already outgrown^ 

VOL. HI. n 
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having far mcwrc veracity uf character* ami iin^ ttitrlirei fiif 
hettw built in tin* silent part* of it, and trained too by hunt 
experience* So know shadow from substance ; outgrow turn, 
mul gradually learned to Untk down upon him, neeiMumally 
with much contempt, in regard to the practical Hut in till 
change* of Immour toward* Voltaire, Friedrich, we observe, 
consider* him a* plainly supreme in sjieculativc intellect ; atul 
hiw no doubt but, for thinking and speaking. Nature never 
made mich another. Which may l« taken a* a notable 
feature of Friedrich’* History; and give* rise to passage* 
between Voltaire and him, which will make much noise in 

time coming. , , 

Here, meanwhile, faithfully presented though m condensed 


tlltn ; ami have nuich mnsdccl coiuWiKwitioiH ami tilirnigniciil 
by omission of the unessential, — so lengthy arc they, so extinct 
and almost dreary to ns! Sublime * Wolf’ and hi* ' Philo- 
sophy, ’ how he was hunted out of Halle with it, long since ; 
and now shine* from Marburg, hi* ‘ Philosophy and he 
supreme among mankind : this, anti other extinct {aunts, the 
reader's fancy will endeavour to rekindle in some slight 
measure : 
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put Metaphysics into rhythmic cadence ; to you the honour was reserved 
of doing it first. 

f This taste for Philosophy manifested in your writings, induces me to 
send you a translated Copy of the Accusation and Defence of M. Wolf 
the most celebrated Philosopher of our days ; who, for having carried 
light into the darkest places of Metaphysics, is cruelly accused of irreligion 
and atheism. Such is the destiny of great men ; their superior genius 
exposes them to the poisoned arrows of calumny and envy. I am about 
getting a Translation made of the Treatise on God, the Soul, and the 
World,' — Translation done by an Excellency Suhm, as has been hinted, — 
* from the pen of the same Author. I will send it you when it is finished ; 
and I am sure that the force of evidence in all his propositions, and their 
close geometrical sequence, will strike you. 

e The kindness and assistance you afford to all who devote themselves 
to the Arts and Sciences, makes me hope that you will not exclude me 
from the number of those whom you find worthy of your instructions : — 
it is so I would call your intercourse by Correspondence of Letters ; 
which cannot be other than profitable to every thinking being. * * 

* * c beauties without number in your works. Y our Eenriade delights 
me. The tragedy of Char shows us sustained characters ; the sentiments 
in it are magnificent and grand, and one feels that Brutus is either a 
Roman, or else an Englishman ( ou un Domain ou un Anglais). Your 
Alxire , to the graces of novelty adds * * * 

‘ Monsieur, there is nothing I wish so much as to possess all your 
Writings/ even those not printed hitherto. f Pray, Monsieur, do 
communicate them to me without reserve. If there be amongst your 
Manuscripts any that you wish to conceal from the eyes of the public, 
I engage to keep them in the profoundest secrecy. I am unluckily aware, 
that the faith of Princes is an object of little respect in our days ; never- 
theless I hope you will make an exception from the general rule in my 
favour. I should think myself richer in the possession of your Works 
than in that of all the transient goods of Fortune. These the same 
chance grants and takes away : your Works one can make one’s own by 
means of memory, so that they last us whilst it lasts. Knowing how weak 
my own memory is, I am in the highest degree select in what I trust to it. 

*If Poetry were what it was before your appearance, a strumming of 
wearisome idyls, insipid eclogues, tuneful nothings, I should renounce it 
forever:’ but in your hands it becomes ennobled; a melodious e course 
of morals ; worthy of the admiration and the study of cultivated minds 
(des honnetes gens). You* — in fine, f you inspire the ambition to follow 
in your footsteps. But I, how often have I said to myself : “ Malheureusc , 
throw down a burden which is above thy strength 1 One cannot imitate 
Voltaire, without being Voltaire ! ” 
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'It in in tmch momenta tlmt I have felt how *m»!l ore tho** advance* 
of hirth, tlume vapour* of grandeur, with .whir . vanity *.m»d »w ! 

They amount to little, properly to tmtl.m# <*"*' «<*.« f'« f rim% 
Nature, when *hft pleaae*, form* a (treat mm!, endowed with fcnthiM that 
ran advance the Art* and Mmw. and it 1* the part of 1 r«w to 
recant pen** hi* nolde toll*. Ah, would tllory hut make «*e et me o 
crown your *uce***e* ! My only fear would W, le»t tin* < uuntry, little 
fertile in laurel*, proved unable to fornlah enough of them. 

* If my deatlny refute me the happlnw* of being ahl# to V tmm you, 
may Lnt leaat, hope one day to *ee the man whom I have admired to 
now from afar; and to aaaure you, by word of mouth, that Uro.- 
Wlth all the e*teem and eon*ider*Uott due to thorn* who, fid lowing the 
torch of truth for guide, conmwmtas thelr^Womin* to the I’uhlir,- 
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fool it^Moiwolgneur, it is because they all think more of their Royalty 
than of Mankind Precisely the reverse is your case and, unless, one 
day, the tumult of business and the wickedness of men alter so divine a 
character, you will he worshipped by your People, and loved by the 
whole world, Philosophers, worthy of the name, will Hock to your 
States ; thinkers will crowd round that throne, as the skilfulest artisans 
do to the city where their art is in request. The illustrious Queen 
Christina quitted her kingdom to go in search of the Arts; reign you, 
Monseigneur, and the Arts will come and seek you. 

* May you only never be disgusted with the Sciences by the quarrels 
of their Cultivators ! A race of men no hotter than Courtiers ; often 
enough m greedy, intriguing, false and cruel as these/ and still more 
ridiculous in the mischief they do. * And how sad for mankind that the 
very Interpreters of Heaven's commandments, the Theologians, I mean, 
are sometimes the most dangerous of all I Professed messengers of the 
Divinity, yet men sometimes of obscure ideas and pernicious behaviour ; 
their soul blown-out with mere darkness ; full of gall and pride, in propor- 
tion m It is empty of truths. Every thinking being who is not of their 
opinion is an Atheist ; and every King who does not favour them will be 
damned. Dangerous to the very throne ; and yet intrinsically insignifi- 
cant s * best way is, leave their big talk and them alone ; speedy collapse 
will follow, * * * 

* I cannot sufficiently thank your Royal Highness for the gift of that 
little Hook about Monsieur Wolf. I respect Metaphysical ideas ; rays of 
lightning they are in the midst of deep night More, I think, is not to 
be hoped from Metaphysics. It does not seem likely that the First- 
principles of things will ever be known. Die mice that nestle in some 
little holes of an immense Building, know not whether it is eternal, or 
who the Architect, or why he built it Such mice are we ; and the 
Divine Architect who built the Universe has never, that I know of, told his 
secret to one of us. If anybody could pretend to guess correctly, it is 
M, Wolf/ Beautiful in your Royal Highness to protect such a mam 
And how beautiful It will be, to send me his chief Book, as you have the 
kindness to promise! *The Heir of a Monarchy, from his palace, 
attending to the want® of a recluse far of 1 Condescend to afford me the 

pleasure of that book, Monseigneur. * * 

* What your Royal Highness thinks of poetry is just ; verses that do 
not teach men new and touching truths, do not deserve to be read. As 
to my own poor versos — But, after all, 'that ffenriade is the writing of 
an Honest Man : fit, in that sense, that it find grace with a Philosopher 
Prince* 

* l will obey your commands as to sending those unpublished Pieces. 
You be my public, Monseigneur ; your criticisms will be my reward s 
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It is a price few Sovereign* cut pay. I *<« *»'« «* y«<»r secrecy : your 
virtue and your intellect must \m in proportion, i **>‘*>‘1.1 intlced con- 
,ider it a precious happiness to come and pay my court to your toys! 
Higlmeos 1 One travel* to Rome to mm painting* and nun* : » i rmco 
such #* you is a much more singular object ; worthier of .1 long journey ! 
Hut the friendship’ (divine Emilios) * which keeps mo in tin* retirement 
does not permit my leaving it. No douht you think with dulmts, that 
great and much-calumniated man. who said, “ Friend* should always bo 

preferred to Kings.” , ,, 

< jn whatever corner of the world l may end my life, ho assured, Mon- 
seigneur, my wishes will continually be for you, - that is to say, for a 
whole People's happiness. My heart will rank it**lf among your 
subject* ; your glory will ever 1» dear to mo. I shall wish, May you 
always lie like yourself, and may other King* 1* like you I 1 am. with 
profound respect, your Royal Highness'* most humble Venraia*.’ 1 

The Correspondence, once kindled, went on «}«« ; and 
soon burst forth, finding nourishment nil round, into a shining 
little household fire, pleasant to the hand* and heart* of both 
parties. Consent of opinion* on imjK»rtnnt mat tore i* not 
wanting ; nor is emphasis in tleclaring the same. The mutual 
admiration, which is high, —high and intrinsic on Fried rich** 
Ride; and on Voltaire’s, high if in part extrinsic,— by no 
means wants for emphasis of statement : superlatives, tempted 
by rite best art, pass and rt*}«uw. Friedrich, rending Voltaire's 
immortal Manuscripts, confesses with « blush, Indore long, 
that he himself is ft |>oor Apprentice that way. Voltaire, at 
sight of the Princely Productions, is full of admiration, of 
encouragement ; dot* a little in correcting, solecisms of 
grammar chiefly j a little, by no means much. But it is a 
growing branch of employment ; now and henceforth almost 
the one reality of function Voltaire can find for himself in this 
beautiful Correspondence. For, * Oh, what a Crown- Prince, 
ripening forward to he the delight of human nature, ami 
realise the dream of sages. Philosophy upon the Throne ! ’ 
And on the other side, ‘ Oh, what a Phcebua Apollu, mounting 
the eastern sky, chasing the Nightmares, towing the Forth 
with Orient pearl, to begin with 1 ' — In which fine duet, it 
* (Emm dt xxL m 
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must-be Raid, the Prince in perceptibly the truer singer ; 
8 i nK i„g within compass, ami from the heart; while the 
Ph«lms shows himself acquainted with art, and warbles _ m 
seductive quavers, now and then beyond the pitch of his voice. 
We must own also, Friedrich proves little seducible ; shows 
himself laudably indifferent to such siren-singing;- perhaps 
more used to flattery, and knowing by experience bow little 
meal is to be made of chaff. Voltaire, in an ungrateful 
France, naturally plumes himself a good deal on ««ch 
recognition by a Foreign Rising Sun ; and, of the two, though 
so many years the elder, is much more like losing head a 


Elegant gifts are despatched to Cirey ; gold amber trinkets 
for Madame, perhaps an amber inkholder for Monsieur : 
priceless at Cirey as the gifts of the very gods. By and by, 
a messenger goes express : the witty Colonel Keyserhng* witty 
but experienced, whom we once named at Reinsberg ; he w to 
go and see with his eyes, since his Master cannot. Wlmt a 
messenger there; ambassador from star to star. Krysti ings 
report at Reinsberg is not given; hut we have (.rnbgny s, 
which is probably the more impartial. Kcyserlhig's embassy 
was in the end of next year ; 1 ami there is plenty of airy 


writing about it mul him* in then© I^ttera, 

Friedrich has translated the name Keyxerhng (diminutive 
of Kamr) into * Cuesarion ’ ;• — anti I should have said, ho plays 
much upon names and also upon things, at Reinsberg, in that 
style; and has a good deal of airy symbolism, and clou; work 
ingeniously painted round the solidities of his life there. 
Especially a ‘Bayard Order,' as he calls it: Twelve of his 
selectest Friends made into a Chivalry Brotherhood, the names 
of whom are all changed, ‘Cassation’ one of them ; with 
dainty devices, and mimetic procedures of the due sort. 
Which are not wholly mummery ; hut have a spice of reality, 
to flavour them to a serious young heart. For the selection 
was rigorous, superior merit and behaviour a strict condition ; 
i 3d November 1737 {an wo gather from the Correftpondeneo). 
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and indeed several of these Bayard Chevaliers proved notable 
practical Champions in time coming ; — for example Captain 
Fouquet, of whom we have heard before, in the dark Ciistrin 
days. This is a mentionable feature of the Reinsberg life, and 
of the young Prince’s character there : pleasant to know of, from 
this distance ; but not now worth knowing more in detail. 

The Friedrich-Voltaire Correspondence contains much 
incense ; due whiffs of it, from Reinsberg side, to the c divine 
Emilie,’ Voltaire’s quasi better-half or worse- half; who 
responds always in her divinest manner to Reinsberg, eager for 
more acquaintance there. The Du Chatelets had a Lawsuit 
in Brabant ; very inveterate, perhaps a hundred years old or 
more ; with the * House of Honsbrouck : 1 this, not to speak 
of other causes, flights from French peril and the like, often 
brought Voltaire and his Dame into those parts; and gave 
rise to occasional hopes of meeting with Friedrich ; which 
could not take effect. In more practical style, Voltaire 
solicits of him : ‘ Could not your Royal Highness perhaps 
graciously speak to some of those Judicial Bigwigs in 
Brabant, and flap them up a little 1 ’ Which Friedrich, I 
think, did, by some good means. Happily, by one means 
or other, Voltaire got the Lawsuit ended, — 1740, we might 
guess, but the time is not specified ; — and Friedrich had 
a new claim, had there been need of new, to be regarded 
with worship by Madame. 2 But the proposed meeting with 
Madame could never take effect; not even when Friedrich’s 
hands were free. Nay, I notice at last, Friedrich had privately 
determined it never should ; Madame evidently an inconvenient 
element to him. A young man not wanting in private 
power of eyesight ; and able to distinguish chaff from meal ! 
Voltaire and he will meet; meet, and also part; and there will 
be passages between them : — and the reader will again hear 

1 Lettres InSdites de Voltaire (Paris, 1826), p. 9. 

* Record of all this, left, like innumerable other things there, in an intrinsi- 
cally dark condition, lies in Voltaire’s Letters , — not much worth hunting-up 
into clear daylight, the process being so difficult to a stranger. 
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of this Correspondence of theirs, where it lms a biographical 
interest. We are to conceive it, at present, as a principal 
light of life to the young heart at Rcinabcrg ; a cheerful new 
fire, almost an altar-fire, irradiating the common dusk for him 
there. 

Of another Correspondence, beautifully irradiative for the 
young heart, we must say almost nothing : the Correspondence 
with Suhm. Sulim the Saxon Minister, whom we have 
occasionally heard of, is an old Friend of the Crown- Prince’s, 
dear and helpful to him : it is he who is now doing those 
Translations of Wolf, of which Voltaire lately saw specimen ; 
translating Wolf at large, for the young man’s behoof. The 
young man, restless to know the best Philosophy going, had 
tried reading of Wolfs chief Book ; found it too abstruse, in 
Wolfs German : wherefore Suhm translates; sends it to him 
in limpid French ; fascicle by fascicle, with commentaries ; 
young man doing his best to understand and admire, — 
gratefully, not too successfully, we can perceive. That is the 
staple of the famous Suhm Correitpmtdmce f staple which 
nobody could now bear to be concerned with. 

* Suhm is also helpful in finance difficulties, which are pretty 
frequent ; works-out subventions, loans under a handsome 
form, from the Czarina’s and other Courts. Which is an 
operation of the utmost delicacy ; perilous, should it be heard 
of at Potsdam. Wherefore Suhm and the Prince have a 
covert language for it : and affect still to be speaking of 
* Publishers ’ and * new Volumes,’ when they mean Lenders and 
Bank-Draughts. All these loans, I will hope, were accurately 
paid one day, as that from George n. was, in * rouleaus of new 
gold.’ We need not doubt the wholesome charm and blessing 
of so intimate a Correspondence to the Crown- Prince ; and 
indeed his real love of the amiable Suhm, as Suhm’s of him, 
comes beautifully to light in these Letters : but otherwise 
they are not now to be read without weariness, even dreariness, 
and have become a biographical reminiscence merely. 

Concerning Graf von Manteufel, a third Literary Con* 
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spondent, and the only other considerable one, here, from a 
German Commentator on this matter, is a Clipping that will 
suffice 

‘ Manteufel was Saxon by birth, long a Minister of August the Strong, 
but quarrelled with August owing to some frail female it is said, and had 
withdrawn to Berlin a few years ago He shines there am<mg the 
fashionable philosophical classes ; underhand, perhaps does a little urn the 
volunteer political line withal; being a very busy pushing gentleman. 
Tall of stature. “ perfectly handsome at the age of sixty , . S 
partisan of Wolf and the Philosophies, awake to the Orthodoxies 00. 
Writes flowing elegant French, in a softly trenchant, somewhat too all- 
knowing style. High manners traceable in him j but nothing of t e 
noble loyalty, natural politeness and pious lucency of Suhm. One of h s 
Letters to Friedrich has this slightly impertinent^assage ;-Friednch 
just getting settled in Reinsberg, having transiently mentioned the 
quantity of fair sex” that had come about him there : , 

‘“Berlin, 26 th August 1736 (To the Crown-Prince). * I® wel1 
persuaded your Royal Highness will regulate all that to perfection and 
so manage that your fair-sex will be charmed to find themselves with yo 
at Reinsberg, and you charmed to have them there. u P e * ’ 

your Royal Highness, to repeat in this place, what I ^ one ^ 
liberty of saying here at Berlin : Nothing in the world would better suit 
the present interests of your Royal Highness and of us all, than some 
Heir of your Royal Highness’s making! Perhaps the tranquil con- 
venience lith which your Royal Highness at Reinsberg can now attend 
to that object, will be of better effect than ah those hasty and transitory 
visits at Berlin were. At least I wish it with the best of 
beg pardon. Monseigneur, for intruding thus into everything which 
concerns your Royal Highness ; "-In truth I am a rather impudent 
busybodyish fellow, with super-abundant dashing manner, speculation, 
utterance ; and shall get myself ordered out of the Counfry, by my 
present c’orrespondent, by and by.-”Being «£ due 

enthusiasm, 

< To which Friedrich’s Answer is of a kind to put a gag in the foul 
mouth of certain extraordinary Pamphleteerings, that were wee very 
copious in the world ; and, in particular, to set at rest the Herr r. 
yimmermarm , and his poor puddle of calumnies and credulities, go 

* Formey, Souvenirs if un Citoyen , i. 39*45* . _ . , - 

> CEuvrts de Frediric, xxv. 487 ;-Friedrich’s Answer is, Reinsberg, 33d 

September {Ibid. 489). 
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together ’nTthftt weak pursuit of physiology undor obscene clrcum- 
stances 

‘ Which is the one good result I have gathered from the 
Manteufel Correspondence,' continues our Gcnnan friend; 
whom I vote with ! — Or if the English reader never saw those 
Zimmertnann or other dog- like Pnmphleteerings and surmis- 
ings, let this Excerpt he mysterious and superfluous to the 
thankful English reader. 

On the whole, we conceive to ourselves the abundant nature 
of Friedrich’s Correspondence, literary and other ; and what 
kind of event the transit of that Post functionary ‘ from 
Fehrbellin northwards,’ with his leathern hags, ‘ twice a-week, 1 
may have been at Reinsberg, in those years. 


CHAPTER III 

CROWN-PRINCE MAKES A MORNING CALL 

Thursday 25th Octolwr 1730, the Crown-Prince, with 
Lieutenant Buddenbrock and an attendant or two, drove over 
into Mecklenburg, to a Village and serene Schloas called 
Mirow, intending a small act of neighbourly civility there; 
on which jwrhaps an English reader of our time will consent 
to accompany him. It is but some ten or twelve miles off, 
in a northerly direction ; Reinsberg being close on the frontier 
there. A pleasant enough morningVdrive, with the October 
sun shining on the silent heaths, on the many-coloured woods 
and you. 

Mirow is an Apanage for one of the Mecklenburg-Strelita 
junior branches : Mecklenburg-Strelit* being itself a junior 
compared to the Meeklcnburg-Schwerin of which, and its 
infatuated Duke, we have heard so much in times {«wt. Mirow 
and even Strelitz are not in a very shining state, — but indeed, 
we shall see them, as it were, with eyes. And the English 
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reader is to note especially those Mirow people, as perhaps of 
some small interest to him, if he knew it. The Crown-Prmce 
reports to Papa, in a satirical vein, not ungemally, and with 
much more freedom than is usual in those Remsberg letters 
of his : 


‘ To his Prussian Majesty (From the Crown-Prince) 

‘ Ueinsberg, 26th October 1736. 

* * 'Yesterday I went across to Mirow. To give my Most All- 
gracious Father an idea of the place, I cannot liken it to anything hig er 
than Gross-Kreutz’ (term of comparison lost upon us; say Garrat, at a 
venture, or the Clachan of Aberfoyle) : ‘the one house in it, tjrtcaa be 
called a house, is not so good as the Parson’s there I made .stmghtfor 
the Schloss ; which is pretty much like the Garden-house in Bormm . 
only there is a rampart round it ; and an old Tower, considerably 

ruins, serves as a Gateway to the House. . ... _ 

‘ Coming on the Drawbridge, I perceived an old stocking-knitter dis- 
guised as Grenadier, with his cap, cartridge-box and musket laid o 
side, that they might not hinder him in his knitting-work. As Iadvanced, 
he asked, “Whence I came, and whitherward I was going? I ^ ered > 
that “I came from the Posthouse, and was going over this Bridge, 
whereupon the Grenadier, quite in a passion, ran to the Tower; where 
he opened a door and called out the Corporal. The Corporal seemed to 
have hardly been out of bed ; and in his great haste, had not taken time 
to put-on his shoes, nor quite button his breeches ; with much ^ 

asked els, " Where we were for, and how we came to treat the Sentry m 
that manner ?” Without answering him at all, we went our way towards 

Never in my life should I have taken this for a Schloss, had it not been 
that there were two glass lamps fixed at the door-posts, and the figures 
of two Cranes standing in front of them, by way of Guards. We made- 
up to the House ; and after knocking almost half an hour to no purpose, 
there peered out at last an exceedingly old woman, who looked as if she 
might have nursed the Prince of MiroVs father. The poor woman, at 
sight of strangers, was so terrified, she slammed the door to in our faces. 
We knocked again ; and seeing there could nothing he made of it, we 
went round to the stables ; where a fellow told us, “ The Prince 

with his Consort was gone to Neu-Strelitz, a couple of miles off (ten 
miles English) ; “ and the Duchess his Mother, who lives here, had given 
him, to make the better figure, all her people along with him ; keeping 
nobody hut the old woman to herself.” 
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early ; no I thought 1 could not do hotter than profit by 
the opportunity, and have a look at Neu-Strelitz, Wo took pout-borne* ; 
and got thither about noon. Nou-Strolitz 1* properly a Village ; with only 
one street in it, where Chamberlains, Office-Clerks, Domestics all lodge, 
and where there is an Inn. 1 cannot better describe it to my Most All- 
gracious Father than by that street in (Jumbiunen where you go up to 
the Townhall, -except that no house here is whitewashed. The Schloss 
is fine, and lies on a lake, with a big garden ; pretty much like Reinsbcrg 
in situation. 

* The first question I asked here was for the Prince of Mi row : hut they 
told mo ho had just driven off again to a place called Kanow ; which 
is only a couple of miles English from Mirow, where we had been. 
Buddcnbrock, who is acquainted with Neu-Strelitz, got me, from a 
chamberlain, something to eat ; and in the mean while that Biihme came 
in, who was Adjutant In my Most All-gracious Father’s Regiment' (not 
of Holtz, hut King’s presumably) : * Biihme did not know me till I hinted 
to him who I was. He told me, “The Duke of Strelitz was an excellent 
teamster;” fit to he Tailor to your Majesty in a manner, had not Fate 
been cruel, *' and that he made beautiful dressing-gowns (mtmqutm) with 
hi* needle.” Tills made me curious to see him .* so we had ourselves 
presented as Foreigner* ; and It went-off so well that nobody recognised 
me, l cannot better describe the Duke than by saying he is like old 
Stahl ’ (famed old medical man at Berlin, dead last year, physiognomy 
not known to actual reader*), *in a blonde AHM’s-periwig. He 1* 
extremely «Uly (bim ) ; his Hofrath Altrock tells him, a* It were, every- 
thing he has to *ay.’ About fifty, this poor Duke ; shrunk into needle- 
work, for a quiet life, amid such tumults from Schwerin and elsewhere. 

* Having taken leave, we drove right off to Kanow ; and got thither 
about six. It is a mere Village ; and the Prince's Pleasure-House 
(Luitham) here is nothing better than an ordinary Hunting-Lodge, such 
as any Forest-keeper has. I alighted at the Miller’s ; and had myself 
announced ’ at the Imthaw ‘ by his maid : upon which the Major-Domo 
(Hau*-Hqfin«kter) came over to the Mill, and complimented me ; with 
whom I proceeded to the Ke*iden*,’~that is, back again to Mirow, 
* where the whole Mirow Family were assembled. The Mother is a 
Princess of Sohwartchurg, and still the cleverest of them all,’— still 
under sixty ; good old Mother, intent that her poor Son should 
appear to advantage, when visiting the more opulent Serenities. ' His 
Aunt also,’ mother’s sister, * was there. The Lady Spouse is small ; a 
Niece to the Prince of Hildburghausen, who is in the Kaiser's service: 
she was In the family-way ; hut («ter) seemed otherwise to be a very good 
Princess. 

‘The first thing they entertained me with was, the sad misfortune 
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reader is to note especially those Mirow people, as perhaps of 
some small interest to him, if he knew it. The Crown-Prince 
reports to Papa, in a satirical vein, not ungenially, and with 
much more freedom than is usual in those Reinsberg letters 
of his : 


< To his Prussian Majesty (From the Crown-Prince) 


* Reinsberg, 26th October 1736. 

* * 'Yesterday I went across to Mirow. To give my Most Ail- 
gracious Father an idea of the place, I cannot liken it to anything higher 
than Gross-K.reu.tz’ (term of comparison lost upon us; say Garrat, at a 
venture, or the Clachan of Aberfoyle) : ‘the one house in it, that can be 
called a house, is not so good as the Parson’s there. I made straight for 
the Schloss ; which is pretty much like the Garden-house in Bornim . 
only there is a rampart round it ; and an old Tower, considerably m 

ruins, serves as a Gateway to the House. ,. 

‘Coming on the Drawbridge, I perceived an old stocking-knitter dis- 
guised as Grenadier, with his cap, cartridge-box and musket laid to a 
side, that they might not hinder Mm in his knittmg-work. As I advance , 
he asked, “Whence I came, and whitherward I was going? I answered, 
that “I came from the Posthouse, and was going over this Bridge; 
whereupon the Grenadier, quite in a passion, ran to the Tower; where 
he opened a door and called out the Corporal. The Corporal seemed to 
have hardly been out of bed ; and in his great haste, had not taken time 
to put-on his shoes, nor quite button his breeches ; with much flurry e 
asked us, “ Where we were for, and how we came to treat the Sentry in 
that mann er ?” Without answering him at all, we went our way towards 


< Never in my life should I have taken this for a Schloss, had it not been 
that there were two glass lamps fixed at the door-posts, and the figures 
of two Cranes standing in front of them, by way of Guards. We ma e- 
up to the House ; and after knocking almost half an hour to no purpose, 
there peered out at last an exceedingly old woman, who looked as if she 
might have nursed the Prince of Mirow’s father. The poor woman, at 
sight of strangers, was so terrified, she slammed the door to in our faces. 
We knocked again ; and seeing there could nothing be made of it, we 
went round to the stables ; where a fellow told us, « The young Prince 
with his Consort was gone to Neu-Strelitz, a couple of miles off (ten 
English) ; “ and the Duchess his Mother, who lives here, had given 
him, to make the better figure, all her people along with him ; keeping 
nobody but the old woman to herself.” 
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0e ‘I? wwThUII early ; bo 1 thought I could not do hotter than profit by 
the opportunity, and have a look at Nou-Strelitz. Wo took pont-horne« ; 
and got thither about noon. Neu-Strelitz in properly a Village ; with only 
one street in it, where Chamberlains, OiKoe-tUorks, Domestics all lodge, 
and where there is an Inn. I cannot better describe it to my Most All- 
gracious Father than by that street in Cnmlnunen whero you go up to 
the Townhall, —except that no house here is whitewashed. The Se.hloss 
is fine, and lies on a lake, with a big garden ; pretty much like Rcinsborg 
in situation. 

‘ The first question I asked here was for the Prince of Mirow ; hut they 
told me lie had just driven off again to a place called Kanow ; which 
is only a couple of miles English from Mirow, whero we had been. 
Buddenbrock, who is acquainted with Nou-Strelitz, got me, from a 
chamberlain, something to eat ; and in the mean while that Biihme came 
in, who was Adjutant in my Most All-gracious Father's Regiment’ (not 
of Holtz, hut King’s presumably) : * Biihme did not know me till X hinted 
to him who I was. He told me, "The Duke of Strelite was an excellent 
seamstcr ; " fit to he Tailor to your Majesty in a manner, had not Fate 
been cruel, " and that he made beautiful dressing-gowns (atmuqwinx) with 
his needle." This made me curious to see him : so we had ourselves 
presented as Foreigner* ; and it went-off so well that nobody recognised 
me. I cannot better describe the Duke than by saying he is like old 
Stahl' (famed old medical manat Berlin, dead last year, physiognomy 
not known to actual readers), 'in a blonde AbWVperiwig. He is 
extremely silly (bltklt) ; his Hofrath Attrook tells him, as it were, every- 
thing he has to say.’ About fifty, this poor Duke j shrunk into needle- 
work, for a quiet life, amid such tumults from Schwerin and elsewhere. 

' Having taken leave, we drove right off to Kanow ; and got thither 
about six. It it a mere Village ; and the Prince's Pleasure-House 
(Iwtkaus) here Is nothing hotter than an ordinary Hunting-Dodge, such 
as any Forest-keeper has. 1 alighted at the Miller s ; and had myself 
announced 'at the iMttham * by his maid : upon which the Major-Domo 
(thm-Mqflmkter) came over to the Mill, and complimented me; with 
whom I proceeded to the Residen*/— that is, back again to Mirow, 
* where the whole Mirow Family were assembled. The Mother is a 
Princess of Sehwartxburg, and still the cleverest of them all,’— still 
under sixty ; good old Mother, intent that her poor Son should 
appear to advantage, when visiting the more opulent Serenities. ' His 
Aunt also,’ mother’s sister, * was there. The Udy Spouse is small ; a 
Niece to the Prince of Hildburghausen, who is in the Kaiser's service; 
she was in the family-way ; but (aber) seemed otherwise to be a very good 
Prine««Ss 

‘The first thing they entertained me with was, the sad misfortune 
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oom «, mmt their l»et Cook ; oho, with the «rt that »« Winging tW 
nrovintune, had overent, and broken h«» arm l »>* *h«l t<w pro* tamm. im.t 
in Lm to nothing. Privately $ have had ntw e ; there i* 

ZtTZnl of truth i» the *tory. At tot wo wont to Uhte ; -mi, -are 

' hi it looked a* if the Cook and U» |.rov, had .erne to * 

»mL ; for certainly in the Three Crown* at forlorn »«•**« inn. one 
tttfty Jnmm, in the aatlrieal vein), * there b »<*«« ratm* t Hen Wre. 

%t uMa there vn talk of nuthinit hut of ell the German l'r.nr« 
wh«> ere not right in their wit* (nkht rtrhl *» SUruW 

rnir Meieety know*, i* rejmte.1 to ta! 'There wa, Hennar,* Gotha, 
tVfthiw-k Hoy m, Mini the whole lot «>f them, brought upon the carpet; 
„J,!l after oil good lift had got run»i4«*Wy drunk, we «we, mnl he 
lovingly vromlwed me that " he end h»« whole karntly would come and 
vi*it iUitwberK.” Coma lie certainly will ; hut ho* I *h*ll get rid of 

W, ?i Hi' tulIiWvely Wg jnurdon or my Mmi AlUgtmhm Father for 
thin long tatter; m&‘~ *« will terminate Here . 9 

Dilapidated Mirow ami it* intnatM, jnirlmwl in thi» 
.atirical way, except an a view «f ttemw _ HigHwww M\m 



Batreuth Sinter-in-law hy WUhelmln* {Atimmm * WUMmim i. th U 

Grandfather of Goethe'* Friend H« nothin* like Wrly mi of hU wi„ ; only 
has a flea (a* we may *ay) dancing occMtonally in the tar of him. i mimy* « *» 
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h<^r/ * * 4 General PrastoriuB/ Danish Envoy* 
/rith whose Court th«rft i k norm tiff or quarrel, * eimm hither yesterday 
:o take leave of uh ; he seems very unwilling- to quit Prussia. 

* This morning, about three o’clock, my people woke me, with word 
luit there was a Stafette eome with Letters/— from your Majesty or 
Heaven known whom I *1 spring up in all haste; and opening the 
Utter* - find It is from the Prince of Mirow ; who informs me that fi he 
jv'ill he here to-day at noon/" 1 have got all things in readiness to 
receive him, as if he were the Kaiser In person ; and I hope there will he 
material for some amusement to my Most All-gracious Father, by next 
post "—Next post is half-a-week hence : 

* To Ms Prussian Majesty (From the Crown-Prince) 

* Reintborg, 11th November. 

* * 'The Prince of Mirow’* visit was so curious, I must give my 
Most All-gracious Father a particular report of it. In my last I men- 
tioned how General Pnetorius had come to us: ho was in the room, 
when I entered with the Prince of Mirow ; at sight of him Pnetorius 
exclaimed, loud enough to he heard by everybody, “ VailA I a Prime 
Oajtmt ! " 1 Not one of us could help laughing ; and I had my own 
trouble to turn it so that he did not get angry. 

' Scarcely was the Prince got in, when they came to toll me, for his 
worse luck, that Prince Heinrich,' the 111 Margraf, ' was come j— who 
accordingly trotted him out, in such a way that we thought we should all 
have died with laughing. Incessant praises were given him, especially 
for his fine clothes, his fine air, and his uncommon agility in dancing. 
And indeed I thought the dancing would never end. 

'In the afternoon, to spoil his fine coat,’- a contrivance of the 111 
Margraf s, I should think,—' we stept out to shoot at target in the rain : 
he would not speak of it, hut one could observe he was In much anxiety 
about the coat In the evening, he got a glass or two In his head, and 
grew extremely merry ; said at last, " He was sorry that, for diver* state- 
reasons and businesses of moment, ho must of necessity return home 
— which, however, he put-off till about two in the morning. I think, 
next day he would not remember very much of it 

‘ Prince Heinrich is gone to his Regiment again Prsetorlu* too is off ; 
—and we end with the proper Kovt-tow,* 

These Strelitaera, we said, are juniors to infatuated 
Schwerin; and poor Mirow is again junior to Streiitz : 

1 Nickname out of some Romance, fallen extinct long since. 

3 QSmret dt Fridfric, xvii. part 3 d, p. 109 , 
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plainly one of the least opulent of Residences At present, 
it is Dowager Apanage (Wittwen-Sitz) to the Widow of the 
late Strelitz of blessed memory : here, with her one Chdd, a 
boy now grown to what manhood we see, has the Serene 
Dowager lived, these twenty-eight years past ; a Schwartzburg 
by birth, ‘ the cleverest head among them all. Twenty-e g 
years in dilapidated Mirow : so long has that Tailoring Duke, 
her eldest stepson (child of a prior wife) been Supreme Head 
of Mecklenburg-Strelitz ; employed with his needle, or we 
know not how,— collapsed plainly into tailoring at this date. 
There was but one other Son; this clever Ladys, twenty 
years iunior,—‘ Prince of Mirow’ whom we now see Karl 
Ludwig Friedrich is the name of this one; age now twenty- 
eiffht gone. He, ever since the third month of him, when 
tS noT Serene Father died (‘May 1708’) has been at 
Mirow with Mamma; getting what education there was,^ 
not too successfully, as would appear. Eight yeais ago, m 
1726’ Mamma sent him off upon his travels; to Geneva, 
Italy, France: he looked in upon Vienna, too ; got a 
Lieutenant-Colonelcy in the Kaiser’s Service, but did not 
like it; soon gave it up; and returned home to vegetate, 
perhaps to seek a wife,— having prospects of succession m 
Strelitz. For the Serene Half-Brother proves to have no 
children: were his tailoring once finished in the world, our 
Prince of Mirow is Duke in Chief. On this basis he wedded 
last year: the little Wife has already brought him one child, 
a Daughter; and has (as Friedrich notices) another under 
way, if it prosper. No lack of Daughters, nor of Sons by 
and by : eight years hence came the little Charlotte, sub- 
sequently Mother of England : much to her and our astomsh- 

The poor man did not live to be Duke of Strelitz ; he 
died, 1752, in little Charlotte’s eighth year ; Tailor Duke 


1 Bom (at Mirow), 19th May 1744: married (London), 8th September 1761 ; 
died, 18th November 1818 (Michaelis, ii. 445. 446 ; Httbner, t. 195 ; CErtel, pp. 

43 . 22 >- 
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surviving him a few months. Little Charlotte’s Brother did 
then succeed, and lasted till 1794 ; after whom a second 
Brother, father of the now Serene Strelitzes ; — who also is 
genealogically notable. For from him there came another 
still more famous Queen: Louisa of Prussia; beautiful to 
look upon, as ‘Aunt Charlotte 1 was not, in a high degree; 
and who showed herself a Heroine in Napoleon’s time, as 
Aunt Charlotte never was called to do. Both Aunt and 
Niece were women of sense, of probity, propriety; fairly 
beyond the average of Queens. And as to their early 
poverty, ridiculous to this gold-nugget generation, I rather 
guess it may have done them benefits which the gold-nugget 
generation, in its Queens and otherwise, stands far more in 
want of than it thinks. 

But enough of this Prince of Mirnw, whom Friedrich has 
accidentally unearthed for us. Indeed there is no farther 
history of him, for or against. He evidently was not thought 
to have invented gunpowder, by the public. And yet who 
knows but, in his very simplicity, there lay something far 
beyond the 111 Mnrgraf to whom Inc was so quizzable ? Poor 
downpressed brother mortal ; somnambu taring so pacifically 
in Sleepy Hollow yonder, and making no complaint 1 

He continued, though soon with less enthusiasm, and in 
the end very rarely, a visitor of Friedrich's during this Rcins- 
brrg time. Patriotic English readers may ns well take rite 
few remaining vestiges too, before quite dismissing him to 
Sleepy Hollow. Here they are, swept accurately together, 
from that Correspondence of Friedrich with Papa ; 

‘/iWnsfcwy, IBtk Nommhtr 1730. * * report most submissively that 
the Prince of Mirow has again been here, with hi* Mother, Wife, Aunt, 

Hofdamae, Cavalier* and entire Household ; so that I thought it was the 

Plight out of Egypt’ (Exodus of the J«m), ‘ ! begin to have a fear of 

those good people, as they assured me they would have such pleasure In 
coming often I* 

' Mruhmy, Itt Fubrvttry 1737/ bet us give It Is the Original toe, as a 
specimen of (Jarman spelling : 

vot. at. 


o 



k r J t y 1 y* s If ri H u I 

► 1 0 A 1 ***■*• * fCM .Wav *?;# 

. ,* r M „. « r , « ^rssr^r. 

filer dniffe It timr *rhu*ri ir ^Kumm- -J»rr «*»■»*• ru/ #t AufruWy 

I, l W U Finer Mm W*"*" !» «,r : 

« r: t tr.jE. s 

») ‘ <w»n hither # , |»rii.re von Mimw *a* her* yimtor- 



Friday i w«» lahblwi m«rh ‘m ^ J^ridn ^.rUn «»»# ho* lm 

liotl to «*, that the kttorinn « UiUlly, i»« c»m(imm« 4 to me 

« H htnulliiis ; hut «» M»$ mnn mmf ' * 

h« hud bought it in Viwnw. 1 
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to the best class of readers. But that is nearly their sole 
merit. By far tlie most human of them, that on the first 
visit to Mirow, the reader has now seen ; and may thank us 
much that we show him no more of them. 1 


CHAPTER IV 

NEWS OF THE DAY 

While these Mirow visits are about their best, and much 
else at Reinsberg is in comfortable progress, Friedrich's first 
year there just ending, there come accounts from England of 
quarrels broken out between the Britannic Majesty and his 
Prince of Wales. Discrepancies risen now to a height ; and 
getting into the very Newspapers ; — the Rising Sun too little 
under the control of the Setting, in that unquiet Country ! 

Prince Fred of England did not get to the Ithine Campaign, 
as we saw: he got some increase of Revenue, a Household of 
his own ; and finally a Wife, as he had requested : a Sachsen- 
Gotha Princess; who, peerless Wilhelmina being unattainable, 
was welcome to Prince Fred. She is in the family-way, this 
summer 1737, a very young lady still; result thought to he 
due — When? Result being potential Heir to the British 
Nation, there ought to have been good calculation of the 
time when ! But apparently nobody had well turned his 
attention that way. Or if Fred and Spouse had, as is pre- 
sumable, Fred had given no notice to the Paternal Majesty, 
— « JUt Paternal Majesty, always so cross to me, look-out for 
himself in that matter.’ Certain it is, Fred and Spouse, in 
the beginning of August 1737, are out at Hampton Court; 
potential Heir due before long, and no preparation made for 
it August 11th in the evening, out at solitary Hampton 

* FHdrith dm Gressm Sri$fi an mint* Vakr (Berlin, 1838). Reduced to 
«he, by suitable omissions j and properly spelt t but with little othsr oladdstion 
fat a stranger 1 to (Emm, sxvli. part 3d, pp. X-I 33 (Berlin, 1856). 
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Duly n»f. »?J7 

Court ; tie poor yon* Mot!, or. ,»im «•» o» j J* «»>- 
collar there no Archbishop to sec the birth, — m hut, hardly 
the least medical help, and of political altogether none. I 1 ml, 
to flurry, or by forothought.-instead «T dashing.* ft 
cxpresJ^vtagalloi/asof Kp*»»» to summon the ««'ee**ary 
persons and appliances, yoked wheeled vehicles and rollwboli 
to the old unprovided Palace of St. dame**, 1 Umdm, •dhh* 
poor Wife in ptawm ! Unwarned, unprovided; whut m \u- 
theless she wJ safely delivered that same mg d. y, » f 

by miracle. The crisis might have taken her on the my 
highway c never wan Mich an imprudence, < bring, I will 
believe, to Fred's maiden Hurry in the unprovided moment, ^ 
unprovided, by reason of prior desuetudes and dimmmgmmmte 
to speech, on Papa'" side. A shade of malice there might 
also be. Papa doubts not, it was malice aforethought all of 
t ‘ Had the potential Heir of the British Nation gone o 
w«cl, or b»n ‘bon, on Kijh-.y. f»n. .|»ml. *■* 
this bad Fred, what a scrape had I been in ■ ihmk» I ajm, 
and is in a towering permanence of wrath ever since ; the 
very Newspapers and coffee-house* and populaces now a 

^Papa, as it turned out, never more saw the face of Fml 
Judicious Mamma, Queen Caroline, could not help a visit, one 
visit to the poor voung Mother, so soon a* proper : coming 
out from the visit, Prince Fred obsequiously escorting her to 
her carriage, found a crowd of people and jaipularo, in front 
of St James's ; and there knelt down on the street, m his hue 
silk breeches, caretm of the mud, to ‘ky a btajj 

i nc ; and show what a son he was, he for ht* part, »« this siwl 
discrepancy that had risen ! Mamma throw a si «nt g *»w* 
on him, containing volumes of mixed tenor; drove off; md 
saw no more of Fred, she either. 1 fear, this kneeling w the 
mud tells against Prince Fred ; but In truth l do not know, 
nor even much care, 1 What a noise in England about nothing 
at all !— What a noisy Country, your Prussian Majesty « 

* Lori Hetvey, Memoirs of George tie Seeing, it p*-$? O t *09» 
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Foolish ^rising sun ’not restrainable there by the setting or 
shining one ; opposition parties bowling him about among the 
constellations, like a very mad object !— 

But in a month or two, there comes worse news out of 
England ; falling heavy on the heart of Prussian Majesty : 
news that Queen Caroline herself is dead. 1 Died as she had 
lived, with much constancy of mind, with a graceful modest 
courage and endurance ; sinking quietly under the load of 
private miseries long quietly kept hidden, but now become too 
heavy, and for which the appointed rest was now here. Little 
George blubbered a good deal ; fidgeted and flustered a good 
deal : much put about, poor foolish little soul. The dying 
Caroline recommended him to Walpole ; advised his Majesty 
to marry again. 4 JVon, j'uurcti des mattresses (No, I 11 have 
mistresses) ! ’ sobbed his Majesty passionately. * Ah, mm Dim, 
ce la n'emptk'he pas (that does not hinder) 1 ’ answered she, 
from long experience of the case. There is something stoically 
tragic in the history of Caroline with her flighty vapouring 
little King : seldom had foolish husband so wise a wife. 

* Dead 1’ thought Friedrich Wilhelm, looking back through 
the whirlwinds of life, into sunny young scenes far enough 
away ; * Dead 1 ’ — Waljmle continued to manage the little 
King ; but not for long ; England itself rising in objection. 
Jenkins’s Bar, I understand, is lying in cotton ; and there are 
mad inflammable strata in that Nation, capable of exploding 
at a great rate. 

From the Eastern regions our Newspaper* arc very full of 
events : War with the Turk going on there ; Eussia and 
Austria both doing their best against the Turk. The Hussions 
had hardly finished their Polish-Election fighting, when they 
decided to have a stroke at the Turk,— Turk always an 
especial eye-sorrow to them, since that * Treaty of the Truth, 
and Czar Peter’s sad rebuff there MUnnich marched direct 
out of Poland through the Ukraine, with his eye on the 

* ‘ Sunday evening, »t December (»th Nov.) *73?-' Lord Henwjr, Mamin 
tfGmrgt tk» Smmd, H. pp. S*°'S39> 
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Crimea and furious business in that ijnartrr. This i* his 
second CnmjHtign there. tins of 17a? ; *><d i^ion* 
low not failed. I gist year ho stormed Iho L nm of icm-op, 
tore own the Crimen ; took Awiph, ho or !**•)■ under him ; took 
nmnv thing* : this yeur he hml hud hi* |dnm for Oc/ukow * 
—lakes ( hwtkow, - fiery event, binring in nil the NVw»jihjm‘w, 
nt Heinsberg and elsewhere. Concerning which will the 
rentier accept ttri» condensed testimony by an eye-witness? 


t tith Ju}„ !?:»?. t>»y before ye.t«fdfty, F«Wm..r*r)mH 
Mfimdeh got to Ocwkow, a* he had phomwt,*- I,,rkW i i*>*nht 

the nwik between the Black Moa and Hie r»U«t»ry of the ttniejier ; » with 
Intention to Meg* it Siege train, store, of every mt%, which ha had 
„t afloat upon the Dnieper In time enough, were to have Wen ready 
for him at Orrakow, Hut the flotilla had Iwen detained i*y .hallow*, h) 
• not a boat w«a come, nor could anybody aay when they were 
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kw’th e d«ef«o ; »«t<l», with hi# respects to FeltlmnwchaU Munuich, hi* 
remonstrance ngninrt such a waste of human life. AUtc-de-Oamp muter* 
tIlir( » titno : “ Feldroarachall Mi'mnieh >h for trying a m-almio ; Import 
General Keith will do his hart to dioperato ! ’’ “ Forward, than !" 

aurtwow Keith ; advances ehwo to the glacis ; finds a wot ditch t welve 
feat liroad, and has not a stick of engineer furniture. Keith waits there 
two hours ; his men, under fire nil the while, trying this and that to get 
across; Mfinnich’s scaiado going off ineffectual in like manner:, till at 
length Keith's men, and all men, tire of such a business, ami roll hack m 
areat confusion out of shot-range. Mttunleh gives himself up for lost. 
And Indeed, says Mannstein, had the 'forks sallied out In pursuit at that 
moment, they might have chased us hack to Russia. But the 1 urks did 
not willy. And tho intornnl filtration fa not <juasud»od» far from It; 
—and about nine a. it, their 1‘owder Mag#*ine, conflagration reaching it, 
roared aloft into the air, and killed seven thousand of them,' 1 

So that Oczukow was taken, mire enough ; terms, life only : 
and every remaining Turk pucks -off from it, some ‘ twenty- 
thousand inhabitants young and old ’ for one sad item.— A 
very blazing semi-absurd event, to be read of in 1 mission 
military circles,— where General Keith will tie Isetter known 
one day. 

Russian War with the Turk : that means withal, by old 
Treaties, aid of thirty thousand men from the Kaiser to 
Russia. Kaiser, so ruined lately, how can he sent! thirty 
thousand, and keep them recruited, in such distant expedition ? 
Kaiser, much meditating, is advised it will he* better to go 
frankly into the Turk on his own score, and try for slices of 
profit 'from him in t his game. Kaiser declares war against 
the Turk ; and what is still more intend ing to Friedrich 
Wilhelm and the Berlin Circles, Seckendorf is named General 
of it. Feldzeugmeister now Feldmarsclinll Seckendorf, envy 
may say what it will, he has marched this season into the 
l/iwer.lhmau Countries,— going to besiege Widdm, they «ty» 

at the hem! of a big Army {on jmper, almost a hundred ami 

fifty thousand, light trooj* amt heavy )-virtunlly Commander- 
in-Chief ; though nominally our fine young friend, Fmnss of 
Lomuue bears the title of Commander, whom Seckendorf is to 
1 Mannstein, pp. * 5 * ’ * 5 r *- 
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dry-nurse in the way mum-tiim** practised. Going t<* ho-bogc 
Widdin, they say. So l»w the | HH»r Kaiser Iteen advised, 
llis wise old Kugrnc is now gone ; 1 I fear his advisers, ~a 
youngish FeldtoUgmemter, Prince of liiidlmrglmusen, the 
chief favourite among them, - an- none of the wisest Alt 
Protestants, we observe, these favourite Hihltairghauseim, 
Schmettaus, Seekendurfs of his; amt Vienna is an orthodox 
papal Court ; —and there is a tlofkriegsmth (Supreme t'ouncit 
of War), which has ruined many a General, jmking too 
methllcsoincly into Ins affairs ! On the whole, Srckendorf 
will have tits diflUulUco. Here is a scene, on the larwer 
Donau, different enough from that at Oexnkow, not far from 
contemporaneous with it. The Austrian Army is at Kolit/,* 
march or two beyond Ifcigmt : 

‘KWtta, U July 1737 . This day, tfi* Army not bring on roarrh, hat 
allowed to rant Itself, Grand lhtk« Frans went Iota the wood* to hunt 
Hunting up and down, he lest himself; did not return at evening ; and, 
as the night closed In and no Generalissimo visible, the Generalissimo «d 
lM\t* (such the title they had contrived for Beckendorf) was in much 
alarm. Generalissimo *»d Mat ordered out his whole force of drummers, 
trum fader* : To fling themselves, postwiso, deeper and deeper Into tha 
woods all round ; to drum there, and blow, in overwidening circle, in 
prescriiied notes, and with ail energy, tit* the Grand I»uke were found, 
Grand I hike being found, Heckrndurf remonstrated, rebuked ; a thought 
too earnestly, some say, hi* temper being flurried,* voice snuffling some- 
what In alt, with lisp to help * an that the Grand Puke took offence; 
flung-off In * huff: and always looked askance on the Feld mam- hall from 
that time;’ Quitting him altogether before long; and marching with 
KhevenhfUlar, Wallis, IJUdhurglmnsen, or any of the subordinate Generals 
rather. Probably Widden will not go the road of Ocsakow, nor th* 
Austrian* prosper like the Russians, this summer. 

Pbllnitz, In Tobacco- Parliament, and in certain Berlin 
circles foolishly agai>e about this new Feldmanchnll, maintains 
always, Seckendorf will come to nothing ; which hi* Majesty 
zealously contradicts, — lu» Majesty, and some sboit-sighted 

1 Died 30th April 1736. 

* See Lthtnt$*xkithu « Ut Graft* t m Sthmtim (by his Son 1 tterltn, 1806), 

h*7. 
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private individuals still favourable to Seckendorf. 1 Exactly 
one week after that singular drum-and-trumpet operation on 
Duke Franz, the last of the Medici dies at Florence ; 2 and 
Serene Franz, if he knew it, is Grand Duke of Tuscany ^ 
according to bargain : a matter important to himself chiefly, 
and to France, who, for Stanislaus and Lorraine's sake, has 
had to pay him some £00,000?. a-year during the brief inter- 
mediate state. 


Of Berg and Julich again ; and of Lmscius with the 
One Razor 

These remote occurrences are of small interest to his 
Prussian Majesty, in comparison with the Pfalz affair, the 
Cleve-Julich succession, which lies so near home. His Majesty 
is uncommonly anxious to have this matter settled, in peace, 
if possible. Kaiser and Reich, with the other Mediating 
Powers, go on mediating ; but when will they decide ? This 
year the old Bishop of Augsburg, one Brother of the older 
Kur-Pfalz Karl Philip, dies ; nothing now between us and the 
event itself, but Karl Philip alone, who is verging towards 
eighty : the decision, to be peaceable, ought to be speedy ! 
Friedrich Wilhelm, in January last, sent the expert Degenfeld, 
once of London, to old Karl Philip ; and has him still there, 
with the most conciliatory offers : 4 Will leave your Sulzbachs 
a part, then ; will be content with part, instead of the whole, 
which is mine if there be force in sealed parchment; will do 
anything for peace ! ’ To which the old Kur-Pfalz, foolish 
old creature, is steadily deaf; answers vaguely, negatively 
always, in a polite manner; pushing his Majesty upon 
extremities painful to think of. 4 We hate war; but cannot 
quite do without justice, your Serenity,' thinks Friedrich 
Wilhelm : 4 must it be the eighty thousand iron ramrods, 
then?’ Obstinate Serenity continues deaf; and Friedrich 
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Wilhelm’s negotiation*, there «t Mannheim, over in 1 1**! Irmtl, 
and through Holland with F.ugland, mil to spnk of Kaiser 
nmi Ketch close at hand, In-come very intense ; vehemently 
earnest, about thin matter, fur tin* m\t two year*. The 
details of which' inexpressibly UMidw.st.ing, shall >«* spared 
tlw render. 

Summary in, these Mediating Fowers will !h* «f mi help to 
his Majesty; not even the Dutch will, with whom he is 
specially in friendship ; nay, in the thin} year it Itmmirs 
fatally manifest, the chief Mediating S’owrr**, Kaiser ami 
France, listening rather to political convenience, than to the 
claims of justice, go direct in Kur-Ffal/’s favour; hv format 
treaty of their own, 1 France anti the Kaiser settle, * That the 
Suldmoher* shall, a* a preliminary, get provisional pmc**ion, 
on the now Serenity’s decease ; anti shall continue undisturbed 
for two years, till I aw tlecitle between his Prussian Majesty 
and them.’ Two years ; I aw decide; and we know what 
are the nine-pi «/•» in a I aw- ease ! 'litis, at last, jtroml too 
much for Ids Majesty. Majesty** abstruse tluhitations, 
meditations on stich treatment hv « Kaiser and others, did 
then, it appars, gloomily settle into fists! private purpose of 
trying it by the iron ramrods, when old Kttr-Pfalx should die, 
— of marching with eighty thousand men into the (‘leve 
Countries, and m welcoming any Kulrhach nr other gnests that 
might arrive. Happily old Kur-l’fal* ditl not die in his 
Majesty’s time ; survived his Majesty several years ; so that 
the matter fell into other hands, — anti wan settled very well, 
near a century after. 

Of certain wrangling* with the little 'town of Herstal, — 
Prussian Town (part of the Orange Heritage, once King 
Pepin'* Town, if that were any matter now} in the Mishap of 
Liege’s neighbourhood, Town highly insignificant otherwise,— 
we shall say nothing here, as they will fall to 1h* treated, and 
be settled, at an after stage. Frier! rich Wilhelm was much 

* ‘Vemille*, 13th January 1739 ’ (Olrkh, Gutkkktt d$r Stklttiukm Kritg*, 
I-13) 5 Msuvillon, II. 405-446 t etc. 
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grieved by the contumacies of that paltry little Herstal ; and 
by the Bishop of Liege's highflown procedures in countenancing 
them. ; — especially in a recruiting case that had fallen out 
there, and brought matters to a head . 1 The Kaiser too was 
afflictively high in countenancing the Bishop ; for which both 
Kaiser and Bishop got due payment in time. But his Prussian 
Majesty would not kindle the world for such a paltriness ; and 
so left it hanging in a vexatious condition. Such things, it 
is remarked, weigh heavier on his now infirm Majesty than 
they were wont. He is more subject to fits of hypochondria, 
to talk of abdicating. ‘ All gone wrong ! 1 he would say, if 
any little flaw rose, about recruiting or the like. c One might 
go and live at Venice, were one rid of it ! ’ 2 And his deep- 
stung clangorous growl against the Kaiser's treatment of him 
bursts out, from time to time; though he oftenest pities 
the Kaiser, too ; seeing him at such a pass with his Turk War 
and otherwise. 

It was in this Pfalz business that Herr Luiscius, the 
Prussian Minister in Holland, got into trouble ; of whom there 
is a light dash of outline-portraiture by Voltaire, which has 
made him memorable to readers. This ‘ fat King of Prussia,' 
says Voltaire, was a dreadfully avaricious fellow, unbeautiful 
to a high degree in his proceedings with mankind : 

c H© had a Minister at the Hague called Luiscius ; who certainly of all 
Ministers of Crowned Heads was the worst paid. This poor man, to warm 
himself, had made some trees be felled in the Garden of Honslardik, 
which belonged at that time to the House of Prussia ; he thereupon 
received despatches from the King, intimating that a year of his salary 
was forfeited. Luiscius, in despair, cut his throat with probably the one 
razor he had (scul y&soiv qu’il cut') \ an old valet came to his assistance, 
and unhappily saved his life. In after years, I found his Excellency at 
the Hague ; and have occasionally given him an alms at the door of the 

1 ‘December 1738* is crisis of the recruiting case ( Heldm-Geschichte , ii. 63); 
* 17th February 1739/ Bishop’s highdown appearance in it (ik 67) i Kaiser’s in 
consequence, ‘ 10th April 1739- ’ 

* Forster (place lost). 
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VMth four (Old Court), a, INIwit belonging 0* the King «f I'rmuia, where 
thb poor Amtauador had lived a down jhih, It m»i»t Up owned, 
Turkey i* a republic lit comj»ri«m to the e*er«*ii*ed hy 

Friedrich Wilhelm.' * 

Hun* truly is n witty sketch t consummately dashed oft', a* 
nobody but Voltaire could; ‘ run ml m Giotto’* O,’ done at 
one stroke. Of which the prose fad* nre only as follows. 
Luiscius, Prussian Kcsident, not distinguished by salary or 
otherwise, had, at one stage of these negotiations, tsecn told, 
from headquarters, He might, in casual extra-official ways, if 
it seemed furthersome, give their High Mightinesses the hop, 
or notion, that his Majesty did not intend actual wur about 
that Cleve-Jiilich Succession, -being a jmeifie Majesty, and 
unwilling to involve hi* neighbours and mankind. Euiscius, 
instead of casual hint delicately dropp'd in some good way, 
had proceeded hy direct declaration ; frank assurance to the 
High Mightinesses, That there would Ik* jio war. Which had 
never been quite his Majesty's meaning, and jwrhajw was now 
becoming rather the reverse of it. Disavowal of Luisciu* had 
to ensue thereupon ; who produced defensively hi* instruction 
from headquarters ; but got only rebukes for such heavy-footed 
clumsy procedure, so unlike Diplomacy with its shoes of felt ; 
— and, in brief, was turned out of the Diplomatic function, 
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nor was il long till lit* made a now attempt, which win* again 
frustrated : and always afterwards lain relation* kept him el um» 
in view Majesty writing comfortable forgiveness to the 
perturbed creature, ami also 1 nettling a pension on him'; 
adequate, we can hope, ami not excessive * * which Luincitm 
contimied to receive, at the Hague, so long m he lived.* 
These are the prose facts ; not definitely dated to us, but 
perfectly clear otherwise , 1 

Voltaire, in ids Dutch excursions, did sometimes, in after 
years, lodge in that old vacant Palace, called VkUk Vtm*\ at 
the Hague; where he gracefully celebrates the decayed 
forsaken state of matters ; dusky vast rooms with dim gilding ; 
forgotten libraries * veiled under the biggest spiderwebs in 
Europe - ; for the rent, an nncoisimonly ijidet place, convenient 
for a writing man, tteddrs costing nothing, A mm of this 
LuixeiuH, a good young lad, it also appears, was ocriehoimlly 
Voltaire's atiMmietiMft Him* ; him Sic did recommend zealously 
to tin? new King of Prussia, who was not deaf on the oecasiom 
This, in the fire of anUriatl wit, is what we can imiimently 
cat! 4 giving aims to a Prussian Excellency * not now 
excellent, but pensioned and cracked ; amt the reader perceive*, 
Luiaciua hail probably more than one rnaor, bad not mm been 
enough, when he did the rush act ! Friedrich employed 
Luisciiii Junior, with no result that we hear of further; and 
$mm to have thought Kuinriu* Senior an ulmtrd fellow, not 
worth mentioning again; * ran away from the Olevo CVmntry ' 
(probably mmm titjuiltotine there) * above n year ago, I hear ; 
and what la the matter when? such a mcklimin end ? * 8 


i Fcllriilip li» 4Q| t * mm attempt * (Mam* to Imvc been *J liWI i|jf * 

{Gmikmmkt Mtigmim* la mem, $t» jjf), 

* Voltaire, (BmmllMtm to FrWfidt, ?th Octet** 1^40}, txxii. «6« 1 mi 
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CHAPTER V 

VISIT AT ixm 

'I'm-* Pfalst question Wing in aurh a pmliramrsit, ancl 
diplomatising upon it in *u«h heavy *»»»*»'*', 

y H think* n jimniry to !l«tll*rotl» to *i*it kiiiE- 

fulk them, and iuridentidly * wor, l with the IhgH 

Mightinesses uimih Ffa!*, would not be *»‘h journey 

i# derided «« ; Crown- Prince to «m.mp»y. Summer of 
17J5K j , t nhort visit, quite without fuss; to last only thirties 

(lav* j mens wcjuel to the Ilcview. held in thorn adjamrfc 

Cleve Countries ; k> that tlm Um>Um» may take no tuitieu. 

All whirls was done nceonlingly : Crown- Priiim’* fin t stg hi o~f 
Holland ; ami one of Use few reprtable pint* of hi* llrnm- 
Wm life, ami not quit* wit hunt memorability to him and m. 

On Use HUs of duly 178H, the Review Forty got upon the 
marl for W«I : all through duly, they did thrir reviewing in 
tho«* Clove Countries ; ami then struck mmm f**r Use 1 w»ce 
of Ixxt hi C5t*UU*ni* where a Prince of Onuig© mtninhit? k > uh- 
limn to lsi* Prussian Majesty* and * Princess »till more nearly 
connected, -Englial. George', laughter, own niece to Ins 
Prussian Majesty, — are in waiting for tin. distinguished, 
honour, Tire Prince of Omngl »• have already »*»n, for a, 
moment onoe; at the *ge «f Fhillplnsrg four year, a^o, 
when Use sale of CbMotii horn* went off so well. * Nothing 
like selling horses when your company have dined well, 
whispered he to Cfaasot, at that time * since which slate we 

have heart! nothing of hi* Highness. 

He is not a beautiful man $ ho ha* a crooked bark, Ana. 
features conformable ; but Is of prompt vivacious nature, and 
doe. not want for sense and good-humour. Fatemal Gtorge, 
the gossips say, warned his Princess, when this marriage was 
talked of, ‘ You will find him very ill-looking though. 1 
‘And if I found him a baboon — V Mwwwad aim ; being »° 


CIIAP. V. ] VISIT AT LOO ns 

8th July 17383 

heartily tired of St. James’s. And in fact, for anything I 
have heard, they do well enough together. She is George n.’s 
eldest Princess ; — next elder to our poor Amelia, who was 
once so interesting to us 1 What the Crown- Prince now 
thought of all that, I do not know ; but the Books say, poor 
Amelia wore the willow, and specially wore the Prince’s 
miniature on her breast all her days after, which were many. 
Grew corpulent, somewhat a huddle in appearance and equip- 
ment, * eyelids like upper-ftjtw,’ for one item : hut when life 
itself lied, the miniature was found in its old place, resting on 
the old heart after some sixty years. 0 Time, 0 Sous and 
Daughters of Time !■ — 

His Majesty’s reception at Loo was of the kind he liked, — 
cordial, honourable, unceremonious ; and these were three 
pleasant days he had. Pleasant for the Crown-Prince too; 
as the whole Journey had rather been ; Papa, with covert 
satisfaction, finding him a wise creature, after all, and 1 more 
serious ’ than formerly. * Ilin, you don't know what things 
are in that Fritz!’ his Majesty murmured sometimes, in these 
later years, with a fine light in his eyes. 

Ixm> itself is a beautiful Palace : 4 Loo, close by the Village 
Appeldooni, is a stately brick edifice, built with architectural 
regularity ; has finely decorated rooms, beautiful gardens, and 
round are superb alleys of oak and linden.’ 1 There saunters 
pleasantly our Crown- Prince, for these three days; — and one 
glad incident I do perceive to have befallen him there : the 
arrival of a letter from Voltaire. letter much expected, 
which had followed him from Wesel ; and which he answers 
here, in this brick Palace, among the superb avenues and 
gardens.* 

No doubt a glad incident, irradiating, as with a sudden 
sunburst in gray weather, the commonplace of things. Here 
is news worth listening to ; news as from the empyrean ! 

* Biisdilng, RrUtschrtibH ng, viii. 69. 

* {Emm, xxi. *03, the Letter, «CIrey, June 1738' l />• saa, the Answer to 
It, “Loo, 6th August 1738.’ 
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Free interchange of poetries and proses, of heroic sentiments 
and opinions, between the Unique of Sages and the Paragon 
of Crown- Princes ; how charming to both ! Literary busi- 
ness, we perceive, is brisk on both hands ; at Cirey the 
Discours sur T Homme (‘ Sixth Discours ' arrives in this packet 
at Loo, surely a deathless piece of singing) ; nor is Reinsberg 
idle : Reinsberg is copiously doing verse, such verse ! and in 
prose, very earnestly, an i A. 7 iti“Macchiavel ; which soon after- 
wards filled all the then world, though it has now fallen so 
silent again. And at Paris, as Voltaire announces with a 
flourish, ‘M. de Maupertuis’s excellent Book, Figure de la 
Terre, is out;’ 1 M. de Maupertuis, home from the Polar 
regions and from measuring the Earth there ; the sublimest 
miracle in Paris society at present. Might build, new-build, 
an Academy of Sciences at Berlin for your Royal Highness, 
one day ? suggests Voltaire, on this occasion: and Friedrich, 
as we shall see, takes the hint. One passage of the Crown- 
Prince’s Answer is in these terms fixing this Loo Visit to 
its date for us, at any rate : 

‘Loo in Holland, Gth August 1739. * * I write from a place where 

there lived once a great man’ (William m. of England, our Dutch 
William) ; ‘ which is now the Prince of Orange’s House. The demon of 
Ambition sheds its unhappy poisons over his days. He might be the 
most fortunate of men ; and he is devoured by chagrins in his beautiful 
Palace here, in the middle of his gardens and of a brilliant Court. It is 
pity in truth ; for he is a Prince with no end of wit ( infiniment <? esprit), 
and has respectable qualities.’ Not Stadtholder, unluckily; that is 
where the shoes pinches ; the Dutch are on the Republican tack, and 
will not have a Stadtholder at present. No help for it in one's beautiful 
gardens and avenues of oak and linden. ^ 

‘ I have talked a great deal about Newton with tbe Princess/ — about 
Newton; never binted at Amelia; not permissible !— ' from Newton 
we passed to Leibnitz; and from Leibnitz to the late Queen of Eng- 
land,’ Caroline lately gone, f who, the Prince told me, was of Clarke’s 

1 Paris, 1738 : Maupertuis’s ‘measurement of a degree, in the utmost North, 
1736-7 (to prove tbe Earth flattened there). Vivid Narrative; somewhat 
gesticulative, but duly brief. The only Book of that great Maupertuis which is 
now readable to human nature. x 
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sentiment ' on that important theological controversy now dead to man- 
kind. And of Jenkins and his Ear did the Princess say nothing 1 ? 

That is now becoming a high phenomenon in England ! But readers 
must wait a little. 

Pity that we cannot give these two Letters in full ; that 
no reader, almost, could be made to understand them, or to 
care for them when understood. Such the cruelty of Time ** 
upon this Voltaire-Friedrich Correspondence, and some others ; 
which were once so rosy, sunny, and are now fallen drearily 
extinct, — studiable by Editors only ! In itself the Friedrich- 
Voltaire Correspondence, we can see, was charming; very 
blossomy at present : businesses increasing ; mutual admira- 
tion now risen to a great height, — admiration sincere on 
both sides, most so on the Prince's, and extravagantly ex* 
pressed on both sides, most so on Voltaire's. 

Crown-Prince becomes a Freemason ; and is harangued 
by Monsieur de Bielf eld 

His Majesty, we said, had three pleasant days at Loo; 
discoursing, as with friends, on public matters, or even on 
more private matters, in a frank unconstrained way. He is 
not to be called ‘ Majesty' on this occasion; but the fact, at 
Loo, and by the leading Mightinesses pf the Republic, who 
come copiously to compliment him there, is well remembered. 
Talk there was, with such leading Mightinesses, about the 
Julich-and-Berg question, aim of this Journey : earnest 
enough private talk with some of them : but it availed 
nothing ; and would not be worth reporting now to any 
creature, if we even knew it. In fact, the Journey itself 
remains mentionable chiefly by one very trifling circumstance ; 
and then by another, not important either, which followed 
out of that. The trifling circumstance is, — That Friedrich, 
in the course of this Journey, became a Freemason : and the 
unimportant sequel was, That he made acquaintance with one 
Bielfeld, on the occasion ; who afterwards wrote a Book about 

von. in. r 
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Mm which was on* much rend, though never much *orttj 
reading nml is still citable, with precaution, m>* >m J lh««». 

T r i Hut circumstance, «T Freemasonry, as ** m It.rliehi 
i i M«anv Bunk, after him, Wrll in n«..m*r following. 

Anun.tr the dinner guest* «t Ism, mm of thnw< three days, 
W11H a IW of him Bucheburg. Prince of stu.i l tcmtor y, 
bul«.f great spoliation ; whose terntt.ry lie* on the \ wj 
icadin- to Dutch ««; «n» whose speulnt. on* stretch 

otr til the Universe, in a high fi»nt«tir style : he «» a 
dinner guest; and one of the topic* that e.m.e »}. wl'Wj 
fftliiiiitiuitiitil k inti uf I'ilyiTl* which Sittil kmctlwl 
KR/nWW. »>» those years, in Kuglnnd first of all ; 
ami was now hovering about, a good deal, in C»er»nauy am 
other countries i pretending to he a new light «f I leaven, and 
not a bog meteor of phosphorate hydrogen, conspicuous in 
the murk* of things. Bog-mcteor, foolish putmeent wdl-o- 
wisp, his Majesty promptly defined it to 1 * *. nml 

Kimlmpkk what else H Whereupon ingenimis Bmk. burg 
who wi himself a Mason, man of forty by this tune, and h* 
high things in him of the Q»i*»tic typ. ventured on df Unrt , 
Ltd was so respetful, eloquent, dextrous, ingenious, hr q«j 
motivated, if not his Majesty, at least the C WlW. who 
was mow enthusiastic for high things < rown-l nnee, aft 
table, took his Durehlaucht of Buekehurg aside talktd 
farther on the subject, expressed his admiration, hi* con- 
vlction,— his wish to la* admitted into such a Hm* fraternity. 
Nothing could las welcomer to Durehlaucht. Ami so, ui a 
privacy^ it was made-up Iietwcen them, That Durehlaucht, 
summoning as many mystic Brothers out of Hamburg as wew 
needful, should he in waiting with them, m the C ro i- 
Prince’s road homeward, -say at Brunswick, night before 
Pair, where we am to be, -and there make the Crown- 1 mice 

a Mason. 9 

i Monsieur le Baron de BielfeM, Mm d* FmmiMr n *t Amtnh 
second edition, a vela k Ldd«, 176?, «•*. one we h w. 

» Bielfetd, i. 14161 I^teuss, i. Ill 1 Pnm*, B»tk f«r [tdtmmmm, u 41. 
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CHAP. V.] 
nth Aug. X738J 

This is ill ol fold's account, repeated ever since ; substantially 
correct, except that, the scene was not Loo at all : dinner and 
dialogue, it now appeal's, took place in Durclilaucht’s own 
neighbourhood, during the Clove Review time ; * probably at 
Minden, 1 7th duly’; and all was settled into fixed program 
before Loo came in sight. 1 Bielfeld’s report of the subsequent 
procedure at Brunswick, as he saw it and was himself part of 
it, is liable to no mistakes, at least of the involuntary kind ; 
and may, for anything we know, be correct in every particular. 

He says (veiling it under discreet asterisks, which are now 
decipherable enough), The Durchlaueht of Lippe-Buekeburg 
had summoned six Brethren of the Hamburg Lodge ; of whom 
we mention only a Graf von Kielniannsegge, a Baron von 
Oberg, both from Hanover, and Biel fold himself, a Merchant’s 
Son, of Hamburg; these, with ‘ Kielmannsegge’s Valet to act 
as Tiler,’ Valet being also a Mason, anil the rule equality of 
mankind, — were to have the honour of initiating the Crown- 
Prince. They arrived at the Western Gate of Brunswick on 
the lHh of August, as prearranged ; Prussian Majesty not 
yet come, hut coming punctually on the morrow. It is Fair- 
time; all manner of traders, pedlars, showmen rendezvousing; 
many neighbouring Nobility too, as was still the habit. 
* Such a hulk of light luggage ?’ said the Custom-house people 
at the Gate ; — -hut were pacified by slipping them a ducat. 
Upon which we drove to ‘ Korn’s Hotel ’ (if anybody now 
knew it); and there patiently waited. No great things of a 
Hotel, says Bielfeld ; but can he put-up with; — worst feature 
is, we discover a Hanover acquaintance lodging close by, 
nothing but a wooden partition between us ; How if he should 
overhear ! — 

Prussian Majesty and suite, under universal cannon salvos, 

* OSuvm dt FridMc, xvi, sot % Friedrich’s Letter to this Darchiaucht, 
‘Comte <ie Schaumbourg-I.lppe’ he calls him j date, ‘Moyland, a6tb July 
1738’ 1 May land, a certain Sc kirn, or habitable Mansion, of his Majesty’s, few 
miles to north of Mors in the Cieve Country j where his Majesty used often to 
pause j— and where (what will ire much more remarkable to readers) the Crown- 
Prince and Voltaire had their first meeting, two years hence. 
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arrived, Sunday the 12th; to stay till Wednesday (three 
days) with his august Son-in-law and Daughter here. 
Durchlaucht Lippe presents himself at Court, the rest of us 
not ; privately settles with the Prince : ‘ Tuesday night, eve 
of his Majesty’s departure ; that shall be the night : at Korn’s 
Hotel, late enough ! ’ And there, accordingly, on the 
appointed night, 14th-15th August 1738, the light-luggage 
trunks have yielded their stage-properties ; Jachm and Boaz 
are set up, and all things are ready ; Tiler (Kielmannsegge’s 
Valet) watching with drawn sword against the profane. As 
to our Hanover neighbour, on the other side the partition, 
says Bielfeld, we waited on him, this day after dinner, 
successively paying our respects ; successively pledged him in 
so many bumpers, he is lying dead drunk hours ago, could not 
overhear a cannon-battery, he. And soon after midnight, the 
Crown-Prince glides in, a Captain Wartensleben accompany- 
ing, who is also a candidate ; and the mysterious rites are 
accomplished on both of them, on the Crown-Prince first, 
without accident, and in the usual way. 

Bielfeld could not enough admire the demeanour of this 
Prince, his clearness, sense, quiet brilliancy ; and how he was 
so ‘ intrepid,’ and ‘ possessed himself so gracefully in the most 
critical instants.’ Extremely genial air, and so young, looks 
younger even than his years : handsome to a degree, though 
of short stature. Physiognomy, features, quite charming ; 
fine auburn hair (beau brun), a negligent plenty of it ; ‘ his 
large blue eyes have something at once severe, sweet and 
gracious.’ Eligible Mason indeed. Had better make despatch 
at present, lest Papa be getting on the road before him !- 
Bielfeld delivered a small address, composed beforehand ; with 
which the Prince seemed to be content. And so, with 
masonic grip, they made their adieus for the present ; and the 
Crown-Prince and Wartensleben were back at their posts, 
ready for the road along with his Majesty. 

His Majesty came on Sunday ; goes on Wednesday, home 
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now* at a* stretch ; and, we hope, has had a good time of it 
here, these three days. Daughter Charlotte and her Serene 
Husband, well with their subjects, well with one another, are 
doing well ; have already two little Children ; a Boy the 
elder, of whom we have heart! : Boy's name is Karl, age now 
three ; sprightly, reckoned very clever, by the fond parents ; 

. who 1ms many things to do in the world, by and by; to 
attack the French Revolution, and he blown to pieces by it 
on the Field of Jena, for final thing ! That is the fate of 
little Karl, who frolics about here, so sunshiny and ingenuous 
at present. 

Karl's Grandmother, the Serene Dowager Duchess, Fried- 
rich's own Mother-in-law, his Majesty and Friedrich would 
also of course see here. Fine Younger Sons of hers are 
coming forward ; the reigning Duke beautifully careful about 
the furtherance of these Cadets of the House. Here is Prince 
Ferdinand, for instance; just getting ready for the Grand 
Tour; goes in a mouth hence: 1 a fine eupeptic loyal young 
fellow; who, in a twenty years more, will be Chatham’s 
Generalissimo, and fight the French to some purpose. A 
Brother of his, the next elder, is now fighting the Turks for 
his Kaiser ; does not like it at all, under such Seckendorfa and 
War-Ministries a* them are. alien, elder still, eldest of all 
the Cadets, there is Anton Ulrich, over at Petersburg for 
some years past, with outlooks high enough : To wed the 
Mecklenburg Princess there (Daughter of the unutterable 
Duke), and be iui good as Czar of all the Bussios one day. 
little to his profit, poor soul ! — These, historically ascertain- 
able, are the aspects of the Brunswick Court during those 
three days of Royal Visit, in Fair-time ; and may serve to 
date the Masonic Transaction for us, which the Crown-Prince 
has just accomplished over at Korn's. 

As for the Transaction itself, there is intrinsically no harm 
in this initiation, we will hojic : but it behoves to be kept well 

1 MauvHlon [Fits, son of him whom we cite otherwise), GmMic&tt FmHmttdt 
MStruft mn Brtumsthwig-LUHitmrg (Leipslg, 1794), I. > 7 -» 5 * 
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hidden from Papa. Papa’s good opinion of the Prince has 
sensibly risen, in the course of this Journey, ‘so rational, 
serious, not dangling about among the women as Wly s 

and what a shock would this of Korns Hotel be, should 

Papa hear of it ! Poor Papa, from officious talebearers he 
hears many things : is in distress about Voltaire, about 
Heterodoxies and summoned the Crown-Prince, by express, 
from Reinsberg, on one occasion lately, over to Potsdam, _ to 
take the Communion’ there, by way of case-hardening against 
Voltaire and Heterodoxies ! Think of it, human readers — 
We will add the following stray particulars, more or less 
illustrative of the Masonic Transaction; and so end that 

trifling affair. . „ . . 

The Captain Wartensleben, fellow-recipient of the mysteries 

at Brunswick, is youngest son, by a second marriage, of old 
Peldmarschall Wartensleben, now deceased; and is conse- 
quently Uncle, Half-Uncle, of poor Lieutenant Katte, though 
some years younger than Katte would now have been lender 
memories hang by Wartensleben, in a silent w ^ He is 
Captain in the Potsdam Giants ; somewhat an intimate, and 
not undeservedly so, of the Crown-Prince ^succeeds Wolden 
as Hofmarschall at Reinsberg, not many months after this, 
Wolden having died of an apoplectic stroke. 0 ie e 
comes a Book, slightly citable ; from no other of the Brethren, 
or their Feat at Korn’s, comes (we may say) anything wh 
ever The Crown-Prince prosecuted his Masonry, at Rems- 
berg or elsewhere, occasionally, for a year or two; but was 
never ardent in it; and very soon after his Accession, left 
off altogether: ‘Child’s-play and ignis fatuus mainly ! A 
Royal Lodge was established at Berlin, of which the new 1 mg 
consented to be patron; but he never once entered the place; 
and only his Portrait (a welcomely good one, still to be found 
there) presided over the mysteries in that Establishment. 
Harmless ‘fire,’ but too ‘fatuous’; mere flame-circles cut in 

the air, for infants, we know how !— 

With Lippe-Buckeburg there ensued some Correspondence, 
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high enough on hw Stwml /» mile; hut it booh languiwhed on 
the Prince's side; and in private Poetry, within a two years 
of tins Brunswick scene, we find Lippe used proverbially for a 
type-specimen of Fools. 1 A windy fantastic individual ; — 
overwhelmed in finance-difficulties too! Lippe continued 
writing; but ‘only Secretaries now answered him’ from 
Berlin. A son of his, son and successor, something of a 
Quixote too, but notable in Artillery-practice and otherwise, 


will turn-up at a future stage. 

Nor is Biel fold with his Book a thing of much moment to 
Friedrich or to us. Bielfeld too has a light airy vein of 


talk; loves Voltaire and the Philosophies in ft light way; — 
knows the arts of Society, especially the art of flattering ; 
and would fain make himself agreeable to the Crown-Prince, 
being anxious to rise in the world. His Father is a Hamburg 
Merchant, Hamburg ‘Sealing-wax Manufacturer,’ not ill-oil' 
for money : Son has been at schools, high schools, under 
tutors, posture- masters ; swashes about on those terms, with 
French at prit in ids mouth, and lace-ruffles at his wrists ; still 
under thirty ; showy enough, sharp enough ; considerably a 
coxcomb, as’ is still evident. He did transiently get about 
Friedrich, as we shall see ; and hoped to have sold his heart 
to good purpose there — was, by and by, employed in slight 
functions; not found fit for grave ones. In the course of 
some years, he got a title of Baron ; and sold his heart more 
advantageously, to some rich Widow or FrUulein ; with whom 
he retired to Saxony, and there lived on an estate he had 
purchased, a stranger to Prussia thenceforth. 

His Book (Ijgttrm Familiirea et Attires , all turning on 
Friedrich), which came out in 1763, at the height of 
Friedrich’s fame, and was much read, is still freely cited by 
Historians as an Authority. But the reading of a few pages 
sufficiently intimates that these ‘ letters’ never can have gone 


1 *Taeiturne, Cittan, avee mes horn parents, 

AumI f«i qua 1* Lippe avee Ie» jeunw gen..’ 

tMmvns 9 xL 80 {Dinars mr /a written 1 74®)* 
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through a terrestrial Host other; that they are un after- 
thought, composed from vague memory nmi imagination, in 
that line Saxon retreat; a .sorrowful ghostlike ' Trawl* ifi 
Amiri, m,' instead of living words by an eye-witness ! Not 
to lie oiled ‘freely’ at nil, hut sparingly and under conditions, 
Thev ahoiimi in small errors, in misdates, mistakes ; small 
fictions even, and impossible pretension* : foolish mortal, to 
write down his hit of knowledge in that form! For the 
man, in spite of his tare rutiles and gesticulations, ha* hri.sk 
eyesight of a superficial kind : he amid have tlune us this 
little service (apparently his one mission in the world, for 
which Nature gave him hed and hoard here) ; and he, the 
hire rallies having gone into hi* soul, has heeu tempted into 
misdoing it !— Itielfeld and itielfeld s Hook, such as they ate, 
appear to he the one continent Friedrich got of 1* reetnnsonry ; 
no other result now traceable to us til that adventure in 
Korn’s Hotel, crowning event of the Journey to I.««. 


Skrkrwlorf grtx ludffn! in Grid* 

Foldmiuwhall Hcekeiidorf, after unheard-of wrestlings with 
the Turk War, ami the Vienna War-OHice {Mtfhisgmnth}, is 
silting, for the last three week*,— where, thinks the render?— * 
in the Fortress of GriilZ among the Hill* of Styria ; a State- 
Prisoner, not likely to get out soon ! Keekrndorf led forth, 
in 1737, ‘such an Army, for numl**r, spirit and equipment,’ 
Say the Vienna people, * as never marched against the 'i'urk 
before;’ and it must las owned, his ill sum-** has been 
unparalleled. The blame was not altogether hi* ; not chiefly 
his, except for his rash undertaking of the thing, on such 
terms as there were. But the truth is, that first scene we 
saw of him, —an Army all gone out trumpeting and drumming 
into the woods to find it* Commander-In-Chief,— -was an 
emblem of the Campaign in general. Excellent Army ; but 
commanded by nobody in particular ; commanded by a 
nqfkrvguraih at Vienna, by a Franz Duke of Tuscany, by 
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KldmaSmll Rockcndorf, and by subordinates who were 
disobedient to him : which accordingly, almost without help 
of the Turk and his disorderly ferocity, rubbed itself to pieces 
before long. Hoamcd about, now hither now thither, with 
plans laid and then with plans suddenly altered. Captain 
being Chaos mainly ; in swampy countries, by overilowing 
rivers, in hunger, hot weather, forced marches; till it was 
marched gradually off its feet ; and the clouds of chaotic 
Turks, who did dually show face, had a cheap pennyworth of 
it. Never was such a campaign seen as this of facekendorf in 
17157, said mankind. Except indeed that the present one, 
Campaign of 1788, in those parts, under a different hand, is 
still worse ; and the Campaign of 1789, under still a different, 
will he worst of all !— Kaiser Karl and his Austrians do not 
prosiKT in this Turk War, as the Russians do,-— who indeed 
have got a General equal to his task: Munnich, a famed 
master in the art of handling Turks and War-Ministries: 
real father of Russian Soldiering, say the Russians still. 1 

Campaign 1787, with clouds of chaotic Turks now sabering 
on the skirts of it, had not yet ended, when Seckendorf was 
called out of it ; on polite pretexts, home to Vienna ; and 
the command given to another. At the gates of Vienna, m 
the Inst days of October 1737, an Official Person, waiting 
for the Feldmarschall, was sorry to inform him. That he, 
Feldmarschall Seckendorf, was under arrest ; arrest in Ids own 
house, in the Kohlmnrkt (Oahlmge- market so-called), a captain 
and twelve musket em to watch over him with hmi bapoets 

there ; strictly private, till the Ifqfkrkgsrath had satisfied 
*. ^ lUrnnkP amiiffi&d he: with 

m. 
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life with the HtifkrkgmUh ; who want satisfaction uj tun 
‘eighty-six’ different « points ' ; «»* »* ( ‘ k4 ‘ v,ul " f d“*' w »»K 
to' U dear answer,. Ami the jnvm-h, too: A 

Heretic, horn enemy of Christ ami hi, Kaiser ; what » the 
use of questioning!' Ami the Heathen rage, ami nil men 
gnash their teeth, in this mnumfortahle maimer. 

8 Answering done, there come* no verdict, nmeh less any 
acquittal ; the captain and twelve musketeers three of them 
with fixed bayonets in one’s very liedruotu, continue. One 
evening, 21st July 17»H, glorious news from the seat of 
War, -not m evening, ns the Imperial Majesty was out 
hunting, -enters Vienna; Wowing truuijwts ; shaking flags: 
‘Grand Victory over the Turks!' so we call . some poor 
skirmish there has been ; and Vienna bursting all »» l « threw, 
times-three, the papulae* get very high, ropnlace rmh to 
the Kohlnmrkt : break the Seekeudorf windows; intent to 
massacre the Scckemiorf, had not frt**h military come, who 
wmobligctl to fire and kill one or two. ‘The hu«* cap am 
and his twelve musketeers, of themselves, dal wonders ; ‘ ‘ cken- 
ilorf and nil his domestics were in arms : ’ * Janu-bki * wr 
last time!— 'lids is while the frown- Prince is at Wesci; 
sound asleep, most likely; Lou, and the Masonic adventure, 
ixsrliaps twinkling prophetically in his dreams. 

At two next monring, an Official Gentleman informs 
Seckendorf, That he, for his part, must awakeii, awl go to 
Griftss. And In one hour more (» *•«•)> the Olhcta! tfcntle- 
nmn rolls off with him; driven all day; and delivers hu 
Prisoner at Griltas : — 4 Not so much a* a room ready there; 
prisoner had to wait «ut hour in the carriage,' till some 
summary preparations were made. Wail-neighbours of t ie 
poor Pcidmarschall, in his fortress here, were ‘a (iohi took 
(swindling Alchemist), who had gone crazy; *“«* «» * mh 
Lieutenant, confined thirty-two years for some lova-ad venture, 
likewise pretty crazy ; their noises in the night-time much 
disturbed the Feldmanchali: 1 One human thing there still 

1 Sti/undorf'i jAkn, U. Ijo-a?;. $«« Sikmtttm, pp. %VW 
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is* in^his 'lot, the Feldmarschall’s old Grafinn. True old 
Dame, she, both in the Kohlmarkt and at Gratz, stands by 
him, ‘ imprisoned along with him 1 if it must be so ; minister- 
ing, comforting, as only a true Wife can ; — and hope has not 
quite taken wing. 

Rough old Feldmarschall ; now turned of sixty: never 
made such a Campaign before, as this of ’37 followed by ’38 ! 
There sits he ; and will not trouble us any more during the 
present Kaiser’s lifetime. Friedrich Wilhelm is amazed at 
these sudden cantings of Fortune’s wheel, and grieves honestly 
as for an old friend : even the Crown-Prince finds Seckendorf 
punished unjustly ; and is almost sorry for him, after all that 
has come and gone. 


The Ear of Jenkins reemerges 

We must add the following, distilled from the English 
Newspapers, though it is now almost four months after date : 


‘London, 1st April 1738. In the English House of Commons, much 
more in the English Public, there has been furious debating for a fortnight 
past: Committee of the whole House, examining witnesses, ^hearing 
counsel; subject, the Termagant of Spain, and her West-Indian pro- 
cedures she, by her procedures somewhere, is always cutting-out 
work for mankind ! How English and other strangers, fallen-m with in 
those seas, are treated by the Spaniards, readers have heard, nay, hav 
chanced to see ; and it is a fact painfully known to all nations. Pact 
which England, for one nation, can no longer put-up with. Walpole and 
the Official Persons would fain smooth the matter ; but the West-India 
Interest, the City, all Mercantile and Navigation Interests are in dead 
earnest : Committee of the whole House, “Presided by Alderman Perry, 
has not ears enough to hear the immensities of evidence offered ; slow 
Public is gradually kindling to some sense of it. This had gone on or 
two weeks, when-what shall we say ?-the Ear of Jenkins reemerged for 
the second time ; and produced important effects ! . 

‘Where Jenkins had been all this while, — steadfastly navigating to 
and fro, steadfastly eating tough junk with a wetting of rum ; not think- 
ing too much of past labours, yet privately « always keeping his lost Ear 
in cotton" (with a kind of ursine piety, or other dumb feeling),-no 
mortal now knows. But to all mortals it is evident he was home m 
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Official mrmw, as tluir wont is >•» the J‘«*«uw «f debate, 

cmh»vour«l to (liny, to ; “■ I'"' 1 ' ''';■ £'3gT: 

That Joikin. tost hi. I'hir m»n-r home «u.l ool fol 
» om> .till read, in the Hi.torv Ihmk..’ Mw. « 

now find. Jenkins's account was doubtless abundantly em- 
phatic ; but there is no ground to qu»l «•» li »* *»b»Uiutml 
truth of him and it. Am! *», after seven vi-nrs of uunutireublt 
burning upon the thick skin of the English Public, the 
Jenkins accidentally burns through, and sets England 
ing • such a smart is there of it, - not to la- «mth«! l.y Ofhu 
wet 'cloth* ■ but getting worse and worse, for the nineteen 

aLu« **. »* « wm «* 


CHAPTER VI 

LAST YEAR OF RKIN8UEU0 *, JOURNEY TO I'ltKUHSKN 

The IdylHum of Itcinsbcrg,~-of which, except in the way 
of sketchy suggestion, there can no history he gtven,~~la*ted 
less than "four years-, and is now coming to an end, uncx- 
pectedly soon. A pleasant Arcadian Summer in ones life 

* Cemmmt JtMrmih **Ut (to dietoa). 

* Tindal, (xx. 37*)* Cww * **«. 
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in|j fc. to Uwildennent* from had at«l «*J™Ui “ l 

,h worth not iring hem’ 1*1 the IWlW h- 
to .1ml With alt llwt nil thi* i»oftmw : i.t.«.l^ ; 

llH t tl bright hurt? t’ntmv Ur lie ahead «t Hi-.«i4«ug ; 

M-iotiti'iml i-siHHinttv hy tl«* Utemrv Hiement j whu-h, »« thl * 
,.; r of J7;t‘> is hrUer limn it had ever Urn. 
mil, of n hU-rnrv turn, took in »t IWnArtg ; the V«l»mre 
[V.rrm»o»de»« i* very lively ; on Fnednrh* jwrt there t* 
production, virion. -t.nnW, In the form of }»«« 

JdvtJi thought* even of g*«n K lo l w *» * ’ ! "T I li 1-' 
in short, llw* i.Uemry lntm*t n*. very jmnniwnl « * 

llW in nrtih Biography in apt to forget the literature 
tint (having U*r mum..*); hut n.«*l at ln*t take w«ur notice 

a^inu/intilfHl .• a»«i hidden »*^£*$* 
limits tl.m of I. itomturo wh* nil along the K«*t 
at IMnalnnK i the supplement to nHcOnr 
or want* of employment there, io I rtwWch Wumwii 


to the modern BiograpHer 
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vanished scene at Reinsberg, in this point more especially, 
must make an effort. 

As biographical documents, these Poetries and Proses of 
the young man give a very pretty testimony of him ; but are 
not of value otherwise. In fact, they promise, if we look well 
into them, That here is probably a practical faculty and 
intellect of the highest kind ; which again, on the speculative, 
especially on the poetical side, will never be considerable, nor 
has even tried to be so. This young soul does not deal in 
meditation at all, and his tendencies are the reverse of 
sentimental. Here is no introspection, morbid or other, no 
pathos or complaint, no melodious informing of the public 
what dreadful emotions you labour under: here, in rapid 
prompt form, indicating that it is truth and not fable, are 
generous aspirations for the world and yourself, generous 
pride, disdain of the ignoble, of the dark, mendacious ; — here, 
in short, is a swift-handed, valiant, steZ-bright kind of soul; 
very likely for a King’s, if other things answer, and not likely 
for a Poet’s. No doubt he could have made something of 
literature too ; could have written Books, and left some stamp 
of a veracious, more or less victorious intellect, in that strange 
province too. But then he must have applied himself to it, 
as he did to reigning : done in the cursory style, we see what 
it has come to. 

It is certain, Priedrich’s reputation suffers, at this day, 
from his writing. From his not having written nothing, he 
stands lower with the world. Which seems hard measure ; — 
though perhaps it is the law of the case, after all. ‘ Nobody 
in these days,’ says my poor Priend, ‘ has the least notion 
of the sinful waste there is in talk, whether by pen or tongue. 
Better probably that King Friedrich had written no Verses ; 
nay, I know not that David’s Psalms did David’s Kingship 
any good!’ Which may be truer than it seems. Fine 
aspirations, generous convictions, purposes,— they are thought 
very fine : but it is good, on various accounts, to keep them 
rather silent ; strictly unvocal, except on call of real business ; 
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juTdangerous are they for becoming conscious of themselves ! 
Most things do not ripen nt nil except underground. Anti 
it is « snd but sure truth, that every time you apeak of a tine 
purpose, especially if with eloquence mid to the admiration of 
bystanders, there is the km chance of your ever making a fact 
of it in your poor life,— If Reinsherg, and its vacancy of great 
employment, was the cause of Friedrich’s verse-writing, we will 
not praise Reinsherg on that head ! But the truth is, Fried- 
rich's verses ennte from him with uncommon fluency ; and 
were not a deep mutter, but a shallow one, in any sense. Not 
much more to him than speaking with a will ; than fantasymg 
on the flute in an animated strain. Ever and anon through 
his life, on small hint from without or on great, there was 
found a certain leakage of verses, which he was prompt to 
utter ;--and the case at Reinsherg, or afterwards, is not so 
serious m we might imagine. 


Pinr'n Harare ; ami the Anii-MaccMavel 

In late months Friedrich had conceived one notable project ; 
which demands a word in this place. Old modem readers 
ever hear of *Jolm Pine, the celebrated English Engraver’ ? 
Jolm Fine, a man of good scholarship, good skill with his 
burin, did ‘Tapestries of the House of Lords,’ and other 
things of a celebrated nature, famous at homo and abroad 
but his peculiar feat, which hail commended him at Reinsherg, 
was an Edition of Hartux : exquisite old Flarms brought to 
perfection, as it were; all done with vignettes, classical 
bordering*, symbolic marginal ornaments, in fine taste and 
accuracy, the Tost itself engraved ; all by the exquisite burin 
of Fine . 1 This Edition bail come out last year, famous over 
the world ; and was by ami by, as rumour bore, to be followed 
by ft Virgil done in the like exquisite manner. 

The Fine Harare, part of the Fine Virgil too, still exist 
|q the libraries of the curious ; ami are doubtless known to 
1 *717 1 Uk immtk* xmW* 4$S>* 
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Zt demigod then going ; ami t’tmineh never had any doubt 
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we are happy to have nothing mom to do with »» or the 
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IHue was busy with hi* Virgil', protmbly, in foot, bad 
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found printed in Voltaire's Work. * and in tYmimh* «f any 
hotly now cared much to read it. l*mm «» >t «** 

« the 10th August 1789 \ amt tlrnt minute fort m < hrono- 
logy, with the above tale of Hero-worship hxngmg to *t» will 
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of it next year. In this year falls, -what at any rate was a 
great event to Friedrich, as literary man, the printing of his 
first Book, — assiduous writing of it with an eye to print. 
The Book is that ‘ celebrated Anti- Macchiavel ,’ ever-praise- 
worthy Refutation of Macchiavel’s Prince ; concerning which 
there are such immensities of Voltaire Correspondence, now 
become, like the Book itself, inane to all readers. This was 
the chosen soul’s employment of Friedrich, the flower of life 
to him, at Reinsberg, through the year 1739. It did not 
actually get to press till Spring 1740 ; nor actually come out 
till Aut umn , — by which time a great change had occurred in 
Friedrich’s title and circumstances : but we may as well say 
here what little is to be said of it for modern readers. 

< The Crown-Prince, reading this bad Book of Macchiavel’s years ago, 
had been struck, as all honest souls, especially governors or apprentices 
to governing, must be, if they thought of reading such a thing, with its 
badness, its falsity, detestability ; and came by degrees, obliquely fishing- 
out Voltaire’s opinion as he went along, on the notion of refuting 
Macchiavel ; and did refute him, the best he could. Set down, namely, 
his own earnest contradiction to such ungrounded noxious doctrines ; 
elaborating the same more and more into clear logical utterance, till it 
swelled into a little Volume ; which, so excellent was it, so important to 
mankind, Voltaire and friends were clear for publishing. Published 
accordingly it was ; goes through the press next Summer (1740), under 
Voltaire’s anxious superintendence ; 1 for the Prince has at length con- 
sented ; and Voltaire hands the Manuscript, with mystery yet with hints, 
to a Dutch Bookseller, one Van Duren at the Hague, who is eager 
enough to print such an article. Voltaire himself, such his magnani- 
mous friendship, especially if one have Dutch Lawsuits, or business of 
one’s own, in those parts,— takes charge of correcting : lodges himself 
in the “Old Court” (Prussian Mansion, cal led Vieille Cour, at the 

1 Here, gathered from Friedrich’s Letters to Voltaire, is the Chronology of 
the little Enterprise : 

1738, March 21, June V], * Macchiavel a baneful man, thinks Friedrich. 

1 Ought to be refuted by somebody ? ’ thinks he (date not known). 

1739, March 22 , Friedrich thinks of doing it himself. Has done it, December 
4 a Book which ought to be printed,’ say Voltaire and the literary visitors. 

1740, April 26, Book given up to Voltaire for printing. Printing finished ; 
Book appears, ‘end of Seftember,' when a great change had occurred in 
Friedrich’s title and position. 

VOL. III. ^ 
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especially in things like these ! It is sixscore years since the 
Anti-Matrh'mvd appeared. The spectacle of one who was 
himself a King (for tin" mysterious fact was well known to 
Van 1 Jurat and everybody) stepping forth to say with con- 
viction, That Kingship whs not a thing of attorney mendacity, 
to he done under the patronage of Beelzebub, hut of human 
veracity, to Ikj set about under quite Other patronage ; and 
that, in fact, a King was the *born servant of his People 1 
(tbmmtUjM Friedrich once calls it), rather than otherwise; 
this, naturally enough, rose upon the then populations, unused 
to such language, like the dawn of a new day; and was 
welcomed with such applauses as are now incredible, after all 
that has cornu and gone 1 Alas, in these sixscore years, it 
has been found so easy to profess and speak, even with sin- 
cerity ! The actual Hero-Kings were long used to be silent; 
and the Sham Hero kind grow only the more desperate for 
us, the more they speak and profess 1— -This Anti- Maeehiavel 
of Friedrich's is’ a dear distinct Treatise ; confutes, or at 
least heartily contradicts, paragraph by paragraph, the 
incredible sophistries of Maeehiavel. Nay, it leaves us, if wo 
sufficiently force our attention, with the comfortable sense 
that his Royal Highness is sjmaking with conviction, and 
honestly from the heart, in the afiair : hut that is all the 
conquest we get of it, in these; days. Treatise fallen more 
extinct to existing mankind it would not be easy to name. ^ 
Perhaps indeed mankind is getting weary of the question 
altogether. Maeehiavel himself one now reads only by com- 
pulsion. * Wlmt is the use of arguing with anybody that 
can believe in Maeehiavel?' asks mankind, or might well 
ask ; and, except for Editorial purjxwoa, eschews any Anti- 
Marchuml ; impatient to be rid of Irnnc and antidote both. 
Truly the work! has hail a pother with tins little Nicold 
Macchiavelti and his perverse little Book pity almost that 
a Friedrich Wilhelm, taking his rounds at that point of time, 
had not had the * refuting’ of him; Friedrich Wilhelm’s 
method would have been briefer than Friedrich s 1 But let 
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tht* wnsio is hhsvKimimi* up ngnm ; buny men, with their 
industries * h**ir sternly {tutus hushmulrtes, making all things 
grt'an mul fruitful : !«»*>»* tlrovwt, cuttle-herds, waving corn- 
iivlds ; —a very * Stimuli finin' (lUtUer-pit)’ of those Northern 
parts, as it is mure ml hat. 1 The Crown-Prince's own words 
on this matter we wilt give; they are in a Letter of his to 
Voltaire, perhaps already known to some readers; — and we 
ran observe he writes rather eophmsly from those localities at 
present, and in a eheerful humour with everybody. 


* tnulrrhin-n, "7lh J»l;i 17."!' (Crown-Prim* to Voltaire). * * Prussian 
Lithuania Is ft Country « hundred and twenty miles long, by from 
*,\ tv to forty hrimil ; s » was ravaged Hy Pestilence at the beginning of 
this Century i him! they say Three-hundred Thousand People died of 
disease ami' famine.* Ravaged tty Pestilence and the neglect of King 
Friedrich t. ; till my Father, euro his hands were free, made personal 
survey of it, ami took It up. in earnest. 

‘Mince thftt time,* say twenty years ago, ‘there is no expenso that the 
Klnr has been afraid «>L in order to sneered in his salutary views. He 
made, in the lir-t place, regulation* full of wisdom ; he rebuilt wherever 
the PeM deuce had desolated : tinman ml* of families, from the ends of 
Kurope. - Storm torn Thousand Malshurger* for the last item, ‘ were con- 
ducted hither ; the Country rr peopled Itself; trade began to flourish 
„ K(li „ ; ,,,4 now, in these fertile region*, abundance reign* more than it 

, U ‘ There are above half ft million of Inhabitants in Lithuania; there are 
more towns than there ever wore, more flocks than formerly, more 
wealth amt more jiruducUvrurs* than in any other part of Germany. 
And all this that J tel! you of U due to the King alone ; who not only 
gave the orders, but superintended the execution of them ; it was he that 
devised the plan*, and himself got them carried to fulfilment j and 
snared neither care nor pain*, nor immense expenditures, nor promise* 
nor recompenses, to secure happiness and life to this half million of 
thinking beings, who owe to him alone that they have possessions and 


felicity lit the world. _ . 

* l hone this detail does not weary you. I depend on your humanity 
extending itself to your Lithuanian brethren, as well a* to your trench, 
Cl ‘h.Urman, l other, - alt the more a* to my great astonishment, 
| ji«,*ed through villages where you hear nothing s poken bat French. 


» ItnwUinR, F nttouhm'hmg, li. >at9> 
f * Mile* Hmgfhk *’ w« nlwiyt mean, nnktt 
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I Uw found somethin* » Hsrolr, in the gf»eru«« and laborious way »« 
«hiri> the Kin* Himwlf to making tb« du«*rt flourish witli 

inhabitant* and happy indu.tri*. and fruiU, that it srem'd to mo you 
would foul tbo Hama sentiment* In learning the cmunwUm'M of hui U a 

rS ‘*l1X' «£<* »«•«* * y«» f«™ Kmhivn'dn ««*• Ihuri.-Lawsiiit 

(“ouu trios). * * * The divine Kmiilo i * * the Puke (l> Arcmher*, 
Aust riau Suldior, of convivial turn. - remote Webh-Unele t» a 
Itttlu Prince do l.ignr, now spinning top* in tiuwo parts ; not " th ^ 
lotere»11«gl * whom Apollo contends for a*»in*t Bacchus. * * Adieu. 

AV m'wblvr* few, nim eher ami/ * 

This i» mtn pleasant scene, to the Crown-Prince nml «*> in 
those gra»*v lucidities. Ami now we have to mention that, 
about a fortnight later, at Kbnigulterg one day, in reference 
H certain Koval Stud or Horse-breeding I^teblwlimuit m 
those mine Lithuanian regions, there had a still livelier m . j * 
faction happened him; satisfaction of a personal and to 
nature. The name of this Royal Stud, inestimable on 
£L. U Timkehnen. — liw »»«. of Til.it, ™ mmm 
valley of the Pregel river;- very extensive Horsc-Lstahlish 
niLt, * with seven farms under it,’ say the Books, ami all m 
the most tierfect order,’ they need hardly add, breed tub 
Wilhelm ling master of it Well, the 

Khniasberg, so far on the road home wank agam fiom thorn 
outlying parte, when Friedrich Wilhelm said one day *» 1 

tS9£ i« * y — «*•* rjx“^L2 

Trekehnen ; then must go back and look to it, 
struck Frit* quite dumb at the moment 

For it Is worth near upon 2,0001 a year (12,000 tlmk ), 
ft welcome new item in our impoverished budget; and it in m 
undeniable sign of Papa’s good humour with us, which »* more 
precious still Frit* made his ecknowledgments, 

Lh looks, eloquent with voice, on coming to himself; and w, 
to f art , very proud of his gift, and celebrates it to «* 

» Bom «3d May >735. tM* !•**« Utll « » ***** 1111 I3 ‘ h DeC * ,8 ‘ 4 
p dans*, s**0 H si saavA# ( paf )• 

• 3 ° 4 . 305 - 
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WUhehuinn, to Camas and others who Imvc ri K i*t J“ 

such a thing* C.rond UM*fut gift 5 and bun « m { ‘- v 1 

irmiuUv in^hrcc business words, a* if h| ul lH , n * ln ' m, ‘ *' 
Sum ‘ I give it thee, Frit, ! ’ A thing nut to he forgotten, 
f At bottom Friedrich WUholm was not avaricious «»«•* * 
miner only ft man grandly abhorring waste, a* the j.ouj vulg. 
cannot do), * not avaricious; nays Fbllml, once : • he . nude 

'IVakelmen,— •JH'rhajw there ought lm a **“« of »•»»'«•« 
Fate* eoneerned in it withal : ' 1 shall warn In- dead, not aide 
to give thee anything, pour Frit* ! * To the IW a»«l u» *1 
is wry benn t i ful ; a fine effulgence of the nmvrnmn of 
Friedrich Wilhelm, The Frinee returned to Irnheluien, on 
this gift*! errand; settled the business detail* there; ami, 
after a few days, went home hy « route of 1ns own ; well -alt*. 
fa*d with this* Prussian- tteview journey, as we may nnagme. 

One sad thing there was, though Friedrich did nut yet 
know how sad, in this Heview journey : the new hi of dines* 
that overtook hi* Majesty. From I’-lhut,, who > *«* f 
the party, we have details on that head. In hi* Majesty * 
last bad illness, five year* ago, when all m-med hojwlrea, > 
an, rears the surgeons had relieved Inin, —in fart recovered 
him, bringing off the but humour* in quantity, by an 
incision in the foot or leg. In the course of the |«wrnt 
fatigues, this old wound broke out again; which of room 
atom! much in the way of his Majesty ; and could not W 
neglected, as prohahly the cause* of it were. A regimental 
surgeon, lMltuit* says, was railed in ; who, in two 1 «)** 
healed the wound,- and declaml all to la* right again ; 
though in faet, a* we may judp, it was dangerously won* 
than before. * All well here,' writes Friedrich ; * the king ha* 
lveen out of ortler, but is now entirely recovered A JM 

J *? 1 ^ ^ 

Much reviewing and heavy business followed at Kbnlfpbwft 

* * Xttnlftbcrg, yah Jaty I7W«’ la kU Wtf« {CEmm, **vt *k 
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— gift of Trakelmen, and departure of the Crown-Prince for 
Trakehnen winding it up. Directly on the heel of which, his 
Majesty turned homewards, the Crown-Prince not to meet him 
till once at Berlin again. Majesty’s first stage was at Pillau, 
where we have been. At Pillau, or next day at Dantzig, 
Pollnitz observed a change in his Majesty’s humour, which 
had been quite sunshiny all this journey hitherto. At Dantzig 
Pollnitz first noticed it ; but at every new stage it grew worse, 
evil accidents occurring to worsen it ; and at Berlin it was 
worst of all ; — and, alas, his poor Majesty never recovered his 
sunshine in this world again ! Here is Pollnitz’s account of 
the journey homewards : 

r Till now,’ till Pillau and Dantzig, 'his Majesty had been in especially 
good humour; but in Dantzig his cheerfulness forsook him; — and it 
never came back. He arrived about ten at night in that City* (Wednes- 
day 12th August or thereby)* ' slept there; and was off again next 
morning at five. He drove only thirty miles this day ; stopped in Lupow * 
(coast road through Pommern), 'with Herr von Grumkow' (the late 
Grumkow’s Brother), ' Rammer President in this Pommern Province. 
From Lupow he went to a poor Village near Belgard, eighty miles 
farther ; ' — last village on the great road, Belgard lying to left a little, on 
a side road; — 'and stayed there overnight. 

* At Belgard, next morning, he reviewed the Dragoon Regiment von 
Platen ; and was very ill-content with it. And nobody, with the least 
understanding of that business, but must own that never did Prussian 
Regiment manoeuvre worse. Conscious themselves how bad it was, they 
lost head, and got into open confusion. The King did all that was 
possible to help them into order again. He withdrew thrice over, to 
give the Officers time to recover themselves ; but it was all in vain. The 
King, contrary to wont, restrained himself amazingly, and would not 
show his displeasure in public. He got into his carriage, and drove away 
with the Fiirst of Anhalt,' Old Dessauer, ' and Von Winterfeld/ Captain 
in the Giant Regiment, 'who is now Major-General Von Winterfeld; 1 
not staying to dine with General von Platen, as was always his custom 
with Commandants whom he had reviewed. ' He bade Prince Wilhelm 
and the rest of us stay and dine ; he himself drove away,’ — towards the 
great road again, and some uncertain lodging there. 

'We stayed accordingly; and did full justice to the good cheer,' — 


1 Major-General since 1743, of high fame; fell in fight, 7th Sept. 1757. 
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though pour Platen would certainly look flustered, one may fanny, 
‘Rut aw tho Prince was anxious to come up with his Majesty again, and 
knew not where he would meet him, we lmd to ho very swift with tho 

bunlii<m 

* We found the King with Anhalt and Winterfeld, by and by ; sitting 
In » village, in front of a barn, and eating a cold pie there, which the 
Filrtd of Anhalt hud chanced to have with him; bin Majesty, owing to 
what he had seen on the parade-ground, wan in the utmost ill-humour 
(hUfhtt Mr Luu nr). Next day, Saturday, lie went a hundred and fifty 
or two hundred miles ; and arrived in Berlin at ten at night. Not 
expected there till the morrow ; to that bin rooms were locked,— her 
Majesty being over in Monhijou, giving her children a Rail and wo 
ean fancy what a frame of mind there was ! 

Nobody, tint at first, even the Doctors, much heeded this 
»ow fit of illness ; which went and came : * changed temper,’ 
deeper or less deep gloom of * had humour,’ being the main 
phenomenon to bystanders. But the sad truth was, his 
Majesty never did recover his sunshine ; from Pillau onwards 
he was slowly entering into the shadows of the total Dwt 
Eclipse ; am! his journeytngs and reviewings in this world 
were all done. Ten months lienee, Pollnitz and others knew 
better what it had been 1 — 


CHAPTER VII 

LAST YEAR OF REINSIlEltG 5 TRANSIT OF BALTIMORE 
AND OTHER PERSONS AND THINGS 

Fttmoatca had not been long home again from Trakehnen 
and Pmtwtcn, when the routine of things at Eeinsberg was 
illuminated by Visitors, of brilliant and learned quality ; some 
of whom, a certain Signor Algarotti for one, require passing 
mention here. Algarotti, who became a permanent friend 
or satellite, very luminous to the Prince, and was much about 
him in coming years, first shone out upon the scene at this 
* Piilinil*, it SJ4-S37* 
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time, — coming unexpectedly, and from the Eastward as it 
chanced. 

On his own score, Algarotti has become a wearisome 
literary man to modern readers : one of those half-remembered 
men ; whose books seem to claim a reading, and do not repay 
it you when given. Treatises, of a serious nature. On the 
Opera ; setting forth, in earnest, the potential ‘ moral uses ’ 
of the Opera, and dedicated to Chatham ; Neutonianismo per 
le Donne (Astronomy for Ladies) : the mere Titles of such 
things are fatally sufficient to us; and we cannot, without 
effort, nor with it, recall the brilliancy of Algarotti and them 
to his contemporary world. 

Algarotti was a rich Venetian Merchant’s Son, precisely 
about the Crown-Prince’s age; shone greatly in his studies at 
Bologna and elsewhere ; had written Poesies {Rime) ; written 
especially that Newtonianism for the Dames (equal to 
Fontenelle, said Fame, and orthodox Newtonian withal, not 
heterodox or Cartesian) ; — and had shone, respected, at Paris, 
on the strength of it, for three or four years past : friend of 
Voltaire in consequence, of Voltaire and his divine Emilie, 
and a welcome guest at Cirey ; friend of the cultivated world 
generally, which was then labouring, divine Emilie in the van 
of it, to understand Newton and be orthodox in this depart- 
ment of things. Algarotti did fine Poesies, too, once and 
again; did Classical Scholarships, and much else: everywhere 
a clear-headed, methodically distinct, concise kind of man. 
A high style of breeding about him, too ; had powers of 
pleasing, and used them : a man beautifully lucent in society, 
gentle yet impregnable there ; keeping himself unspotted from 
the world and its discrepancies, — really with considerable 
prudence, first and last. 

He is somewhat of the Bielfeld type ; a Merchant’s Son, 
we observe, like Bielfeld ; but a Venetian Merchant’s, not a 
Hamburg’s; and also of better natural stuff than Bielfeld. 
Concentrated himself upon his task with more seriousness, 
and made a higher thing of it than Bielfeld ; though, after 
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all, it was the same task the two had. Alas, our ‘ Swan of 
Padua’ (so they sometimes called him) only sailed, paddling 
grandly, no whither, — as the Swan-Goose of the Elbe did, in 
a less stately manner ! One cannot well bear to read his 
Books. There is no light upon Friedrich to tempt us ; better 
light than Bielfeld’s there could have been, and much of it : 
but he prudently, as well as proudly, forbore such topics. He 
approaches very near fertility and geniality in his writings, 
but never reaches it. Dilettantism become serious and 
strenuous, in those departments — Well, it was beautiful to 
young Friedrich and the world at that time, though it is not 
to us ! — Young Algarotti, Twenty-seven this year, has been 
touring about as a celebrity these four years past, on the 
strength of his fine manners and Newtonianismfor the Dames. 

It was under escort of Baltimore, * an English Milord,’ 
recommended from Potsdam itself, that Algarotti came to 
Reinsberg : the Signor had much to do with English people 
now and after. Where Baltimore first picked him up, I 
know not : but they have been to Russia together ; Baltimore 
by twelve years the elder of the two : and now, getting home 
towards England again, they call at Reinsberg in the fine 
Autumn weather ; — and considerably captivate the Crown- 
Prince, Baltimore playing chief, in that as in other points. 
The visit lasted five days : 1 there was copious speech on many 
things; — discussion about Printing of the Jnti-Macchiavel ; 
Algarotti to get it printed in England, Algarotti to get Pine 
and his Engraved Henriade put under way ; neither of which 
projects took effect; — readers can conceive what a charming 
five days these were. Here, in the Crown-Prince’s own words, 
are some brief glimmerings which will suffice us : 

Reinsberg, 2 5 th September 1739 (Crown-Prince to Papa). * * that 
' nothing new has occurred in the Regiment, and we have few sick. 
Here has the English Milord, who was at Potsdam, passed through* 
(stayed five days, though we call it passing, and suppress the Algarotti, 
Baltimore being indeed chief). c He is gone towards Hamburg, to take 

1 20th-25th September 1739 ( CEuvres de Fridiric , xiv. p. xiv.). 
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ship for England there. A* I heard that my Most 'AU grn.-itm>t lather 
wished 1 should show him courtesy, I have doin' for him "hat I .-uitid. 
The Prince of Mirow ha* aim been here,' our old Strelit* friend, Of 
Baltimore nothing more to Pupa. But to miHtiirf t orrespoudent, to tin* 
good Suhm (who is now at Petersburg, and much in our intimacy, ready 
to transact loans for us, translate W olf, or do what w wanted), there is 
thin passage next doy : 

IM u*hrrg, Wth frptrmlirr 1739 (To Suhm). * We have hml Milord 
Baltimore here, and tlu> young Algarottl ; both of th«-m men who, t.y 
tlmir accomplishments, eannof but conciliate th»< nlrt’m and considera- 
tion of till who see thorn. Wo tolht'tl murh of you ' (Suhm), ‘of 
Philosophy, of Science, Art ; in short, of nil tlmt rim he iuehuled in 
the taste of eultivated people (htmwte* gm *),' 1 And again to another, 
shout two week* hence : 

Mmhrrg, I D/A (Hotter 1739 (To Voltaire). ‘We have had Milord 
Baltimore and Algarottl here, who are going Itaek to England. 1 his 
Milord ia a very sensible man (homm (rf*-mn^) ; who possesses a great 
deal of knowledge, and thinks, like u», that •cleneea can In* no disparage- 
ment to nobility, nor degrade an Illustrious rank. 1 admired the genius 
of this Angtak, as one does a fine face through a crape veil. He speak* 
French very ill, yet one like* to hear him speak it ; and as for hi* English, 
he pronounces it so quick, there 1* no possibility of following him. lie 
calls a Russian "a mechanical animal." He say* “ Petersburg 1* the eye 
of Russia, with which it keejw civilised countries In sight ; if you took 
this eye from it, Russia would full again into barbarism, out of which it 
ia just struggling.”’ * * Young Algarottl, whom you know, pleased me 
lmyond measure. He promised that he Hut Baltimore, promise or not, 
is the chief figure at present 

Evidently an original kind of figure to its, ert Juphh. 
And indeed there is already finished a rhymed F.pUtU to 
Baltimore ; Epttre ttur la Libert t (copy goes in that same 
tetter, for Voltaire's behoof), which dates itself likewise 
October 1 Oth ; beginning, 

1 h'mprit libre, Mittmt , qui rtytt « i A i»gtrkrrr,‘— 

which, though it is full of fine sincere sentiments, about 
human dignity, papal auparaUtion, Newton, Imeke, and aspira- 
tions for progress of culture in I’ruiwia, no rentier could stand 
at this epoch. 

* (Emm tti FrAUrk, xvt. 378. 


* Mi,, **i. 3 m. j*7. 



chap, vn.] BALTIMORE AND ALGAROTTI 25S 

Oct, *•/•<)! 

Whitt Bailtimmi said in answer to the kpitre, we do not 
know ; probably not much : it does not appear be ever saw 
or spoke to Friedrich a second time. Three weeks after, 
Friedrich writing to Algnrolti, has these words ; ‘ I pray you 
make my friendships to Milord Baltimore, whose character 
and manner of thinking l truly esteem. I hope he has, by 
this time, got my llpitrc on the English Liberty of Thought.’ 1 
And so Baltimore passes on, silent in History henceforth, — 
though Friedrich seems to have remembered him to late 
times, as a kind of type-figure when England came into his 
head. For the sake of this small transit over the sun’s disk, 
I have made some inquiry about Baltimore ; but found very 
little j — jHirhaps enough : 


« il« was Charles, Sixth Lord Baltimore, it appear* ; Sixth, and last 
hut one. First of the Baltimore*, we know, was Secretary Calvert 
(101H-HW4), who colonised Maryland ; last of them (1774) was the Sou 
of this C IihiIm ; something of a fool, to judge by the face of him i» 
Port mils, and hy some of his doing* in the world. He, that Seventh 
Baltimore, printed one or two little Volumes (‘‘now of extreme ranty, 

— cannot lie too rare); and wi«ded-up hy standing an ugly I rial at 
Kingston Assises (plaintiff an unfortunate-female). After which he 
retired to Naples, and there ended, 1774, the last of these Milords.* 

* He of the Kingston Assise*, we say, was not this Charles; but his 
Son, whom lot tho tmtkr fbrpt Charles, aga forty ftt this time, had 
travelled about the Continent « good deal : once, long ago, we imagined 
we had got a glimpse of him (but It was a guess merely) lounging about 
LumMUa and Ixirralne, along with Lyttelton, in tho Congresa-of-Hoissons 
time? Not long after that, it is certain enough, he got appointed a 
Gentleman of the Bedchamber to Prince Fred; who was a friend ot 
speculative talkers and cultivated people. In which situation Charles 
Sixth Baron Baltimore continued all his day* after ; and might have 
risen by means of Fred, as he was anxious enough to do, had both of 
them lived ; but they both died ; Baltimore first, in 1751, a year before 
Fred. Bubb Doddlngten, diligent labourer la the same bred vineyard, 
was much infested by this Baltimore, —who, drunk or sober (for be 
occasionally gets into liquor), is always putting out Bubb, and stands 


» s 9 ih October «739, To Alpuotti In London ( xviii. Sh 
* Walpufo (by Pork)* CatatyM of Rty&t Nobl* Authors (Loaao&» Moo k 

t* ayS* 
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too well with our Royal Master, one secretly fears ! Baltimore’s finances, 

I can guess, were not in too good order ; mostly an Absentee j Irish 
Estates not managed in the first style, while one is busy in the Fred 
vineyard 1 “The best and hones test man in the world, with a good deal 
of jumbled knowledge," Walpole calls him once: “but not capable of 
conducting a party ."' 1 Oh no and died, at any rate. Spring 1761 :* 
and we will not mention him farther. 

Bielfeld, what he saw at Itciwberg and around 

Directly on the rear of these fine visitors, came, by invita- 
tion, a pair of the Kbrn’a-Hdtel people; Masonic friends; 
one of whom was Bielfold, whose dainty Installation Speech 
and ways of procedure had been of promise to the Prince on 
that occasion. ‘ Baron von Oberg ’ was the other : — Hano- 
verian Baron : the same who went into the Wars, and was a 
‘General von Oberg’ twenty years hence? The same or an 
another, it does not much concern us. Nor does the visit 
much, or at all ; except that Bielfeld, being of writing nature, 
professes to give ocular account of it. Honest transcript of 
what a human creature actually saw at Reinsberg, and in the 
Berlin environment at that date, would have had a value to 
mankind : but Bielfeld has adopted the fictitious form ; and 
pretty much ruined for us any transcript there is. Exaggera- 
tion, gesticulation, fantastic uncertainty afflict the reader ; and 
prevent comfortable belief, except whore there is other evidence 
than Bielfeld’s, 

At Berlin the beautiful straight streets, Linden Avenues 
(perhaps a better sample than those of our day), were notable 
to Bielfeld ; bridges, statues very fine ; grand esplanades, and 
such military drilling and parading as was never seen. He 
had dinner-invitations, too, in quantity; likes this one and 
that (all in prudent asterisks),— likes Truchsoss von Waldburg 
very much, and his strange mode of bachelor housekeeping, 
and the way he dines and talks among his fellow-creatures, or 

i Walpole’s Utters to Mann (London, 1843 ), ii. 175 > #7& January *747» 
See ibid* L 82. 

* Puragt of Ireland (London, 1768 ), ii. 172-174* 
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sits studious among his Military Books and Baper-litters. 
But all is loose fur- oil’ sketching, in the style of Jnacharsk 
the Younger ; and makes no solid impression. 

Getting to Iteinsberg, to the Town, to the Schloss, he 
crosses the esplanade, the moat ; secs what we know, beautiful 
square Mansion among its woods and waters;— and almost 
nothing that we do not know, except the way the moat-bridge 
is lighted ; ‘ Bridge furnished,' he Rays, * with seven Statues 
representing the seven Planets, each holding in her hand a 
glass lamp in the form of a globe ; ’ which is a pretty object 
in the night-time. The House is now finished ; Knobelsdorf 
rejoicing in his success ; Bonne and others giving the last 
touch to some ceilings of a sublime nature. On the lintel of 
the gate is inscribed Fmlerko TrnnquUlUntnn Caknti (To 
Friedrich courting Tranquillity). The gardens, walks, hermit- 
ages, grottoes, are very spacious, fine : not yet completed, — 
perhaps will never be. A Temple of Bacchus is just now on 
hand, somewhere in those labyrinthic woods : ‘ twelve gigantic 
Satyrs as caryatides, crowned by an inverted Bunch-bowl for 
dome;’ that is the ingenious Knobelsdorfa idea, pleasant to 
the mind. Knobelsdorf is of austere aspect ; austere, yet 
benevolent and full of honest sagacity ; the very picture of 
sound sense, thinks Bielfcld. M. Jordan is handsome, though 
of small stature ; agreeable expression of face ; eye extremely 
vivid ; brown complexion, * bushy eyebrows as well as beard 
are black.' 1 

Or did the reader ever hear of ‘M. Fredersdorf,’ Head 
Valet at this time? Fredersdorf will become, as it were, 
Brivy- Burse, House-friend, and domestic Factotum, and play 
a great part in coming years. ‘A tall handsome man ; ’ much 
‘silent sense, civility, dexterity;' something ‘magnificently 
clever in him,' thinks Bielfeld (now, or else twenty years 
afterwards) ; whom we can l>elieve. s He was a gift from 
General Schwerin, this Fredersdorf ; once a Private in 
Schwerin’s regiment, at Frankfurt-on-Oder,— excellent on the 
» Bktfold (*Wdg*d), i. 45- * 1M. p. 4 * 
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Uutc\ for otic quality* Schwerin* who htul an <*\« for mem, 
sent him to Pricdrivh, i« the Cirntrin tin..- ; hoping Ims might 
suit: in fluting and otherwise. Which he conspicuously (ltd. 
Biel fold's account, w<- -met candidly way, appears to Ikj mi 
afterthought ; but ra*«cn ♦ am make their profit of if;, all the 


Ah to the Crown- Prince and Princess word* tad to express 
their gracious perfections, tluir .inabilities, polite ingenuities: 

Hielfeld's words do give m some pleasant shadowy con- 
eeivnhilily of the Crown- Princess : 

.Tall, anti perfect hi sl»nj.f- ; bust such m a sculptor might copy; 
complexiou of tlm Mm% ; ditto ; ««*«, f emtm f vmallUh mul 

pointed, hut excellent of that kind ; hair of the supreme*! tai, 
“ shining" like a flood of sunbeams, when the powder 1* off it A 
humane Ingenuous Princess ; little negligences in toilet or the like, if 
such occur, even these set tier off, so ingenuous are they. Speak* little ; 
but always to the purpose, in « simple, cheerful and wise way, Ihtnee* 
beautifully ; heart (her wmbrette assures me) »* heavenly and jwr- 
hans no Princess living has a finer set of diamonds.” * 

Of ill# Crowtt^PrliMs^** ih#r<* l*t noun# pUMUMUit ihodow Inmsm hh oii ooo" 
web, to this effect But of the Crown-Prince there is no forming the 
least conception from what he says:- this is mere cotiwch with Nothing 
elaborately painted on it Nor do the portrait* tif the others attract by 
their verisimilitude. Here is Colonel Keyserling, for instance ; the 
witty Courhutder, famous enough in the Friedrich circle ; who went on 
embassy to Cirey, and much else: he ‘whirl* in with uproar (/raeo*) 
like Boreas in the Ballet' j fowling-piece on shoulder, and in his dress- 
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These fantastic sketchings, rigorously winnowed into the credible and 
actual, leave no great residue in that kind ; but what little they do leave 
is of favourable and pleasant nature. 

Bielfeld made a visit privately to Potsdam, too : saw the Giants drill ; 
made acquaintance with important Captains of theirs (all in asterisks) at 
Potsdam ; with whom he dined, not in a too credible manner, and even 
danced. Among the asterisks, we easily pick-out Captain Wartensleben 
(of the Korn’s-Hotel operation), and Winterfeld, a still more important 
Captain, whom we saw dining on cold pie with his Majesty, at a barn- 
door in Pommern, not long since. Of the Giants, or their life at Potsdam, 
Bielfeld's word is not worth hearing, — worth suppressing rather ; — his 
knowledge being so small, and hung forth in so fantastic a way. This 
transient sight he had of his Majesty in person ; this, which is worth some- 
thing to us, — fact being evidently lodged in it. * After church-parade,' 
Autumn Sunday afternoon (day uncertain. Bielf eld's date being fictitious, 
and even impossible). Majesty drove out to Wusterhausen, * where the 
quantities of game surpass a 31 belief ; * and Bielfeld had one glimpse of 
him : 

e l saw his Majesty only, as it were, in passing. If I may judge by his 
Portraits, he must have been of a perfect beauty in his young time ; but 
it must be confessed there is nothing left of it now. His eyes truly are 
fine ; but the glance of them is terrible : his complexion is composed of 
the strongest tints of red, blue, yellow, green,' — not a lovely complexion 
at all ; c big head ; the thick neck sunk between the shoulders ; figure 
short and heavy ( courte et ramassSe ).* 1 

4 Going out to Wusterhausen,’ then, that afternoon, ‘October 
1739.’ How his Majesty is crushed down ; quite bulged out 
of shape in that sad way, by the weight of time and its pres- 
sures : his thoughts, too, most likely, of a heavy-laden and 
abstruse nature ! The old Pfalz Controversy has misgone 
with him ; Pfalz, and so much else in the world ; — the world 
in whole, probably enough, near ending to him ; the final 
shadows, sombre, grand and mournful, closing-in upon him ! — 


Turk War ends ; Spanish War begins . A Wedding in 
Petersburg 

Last news come to Potsdam in these days is, The Kaiser 
has ended his disastrous Turk War; been obliged to end it; 

1 Bielfeld, p. 35. 

VOL. III. B 
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Fran-/, was passionate to la mil , 

(tamml 1«W"* "f ■ r"iT Jrniw Imu.,, 11.. * ere 
-iT-tO'’ like lodgers loaning from a miming * • . 

™V r The Turk Vts Urlgnid itn-lt, not to moot mu 
out of It. 1 la; ” lk * u± ml without shot liml; - 

t« !-■ i-i-t i-w i >,»; 

1,‘mk-ruii M.i., »r (1 S*-i ( .|-r s , DO.' ■'«>'«« 

Tutor ami chief foufalimt, whom we Oinll her imue *' 1 
‘ |,,»,,ort we, nut quit.- ri«M m. «1I. ;«-™«'uu 

_£;.r whh a man- ‘ 

boon worse fighting; planless, changeful, {mwerU-ss, »»'Umh 
nto fSv ft very *lp:-n«t to ho mended by 
menJ nGriite, ail still harsher treatment of vndj-*^ 

”h« .u —.*«*--* t t;’,Tr™™ R tio C™ 

the Kaiser; and snatched at this turk i utte , g 
it bv mediation of France, and on any terms. 

’ Has not this Kaiser lost his outlying properties at a fen fid 

jr nU s r; - , -r t,r,r rt; 

of us, threatening to ho^whip falls 

hi, m thi. Turk, he might rimot get .to 
nitvthimr we could do ! A Kaiser worthy to las pitied , 
whom I*«lrich Wilhelm, wepmeivc, ^ J «i» 

Kaiser much beggared, much disgraced, in . ‘ . 

has olaved a huge life- game so long, diplomatising, K' 

and, except the Shadow of Pragmatic Sanction, has nothing 

t0 SriSam protested, with astonishment, against such 
MHZ L thl Kaiser's part 

it. One ally is gone, the Kaiser has let-go this \\ o n » * k ‘‘ 
of the Turk; and ‘Thamos Konli Khan ' ***£ * ‘ 

Shah, famed Oriental slasher and «l»y*r « f tlme ' 1,0 
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longer stands upon the Eastern skirt, hut * hits entered India,* 
It appears : the Russians, their eitsh, tm», running h*w, do 
themselves make pence, * about a month after’; restoring 
Azoph and nearly all their eotnpiests ; putting til!' the ruin of 
the 'Fork till a fatter time. 

War is over in the East, then; hut another in the West, 
England against Spain {Spain am! Eranee to help), is alxml 
beginning. Readers rememlier how Jctikitina Ear rtrmergisi, 
Spring gone a year, in a blazing condition ? Jim*, through 
Sylmmwt Vrhnn himself, are two direct glimpse#, a twelve- 
month nearer hand, which show tu how the matter lias lx*eu 
proceeding since ; 

* Untimt, HIM Fehrutirft 17*W. The City Authorities,*- laying nr suing 
to lay * the foundation of the Mansion* House' {Edifice now very Mark in 
our time), and doing other things of tittle mumriil to «», * had a 
Masquerade at the tiuildhall this night. There was a very ejdendld 
appearance *t the Maaqueradii J hut among the many humorous and 
whimsical characters, what seemed most to engage attention wa* » 
Spaniard, who called himself " Haight of the Kar’' ; m ttadge of whirl* 
Order he wore on his breast the form of a HUr, with its points tinged in 
blood ; and on the body of it an Kar painted, and It* capital letters the 
word Jknkin* encircling it. Across Ida shoulder there hung, instead of 
ribbon, a large Halter; which he held-up to several persons dressed a* 
Kngliat* Sailors, who seemed in great terror of him, and falling on their 
knees augured him to rummage their pocket * ; which done, he would 
insolently dismiss them with strokes of his hatter. Several of the Hatlars 
had a bloody Kar hanging down from their heads ; and on their hat* were 
these word*, Kar for Ear ; on ottiers, A'o ftrarrh or no Truth ; with the 
like sentence#.* * The conflagration evidently going on ; not likely t» he 
damped down again, hy ministerial art I— 

* Toads**, mh Mart'k 17:®.* ti rand Rebate In IVliatneiit, on the Isle 
“Spanish Convention,** pretended Dargain of redress lately got from 
Spain .* Approve the Convention, or Not approve I * A hundred Members 
were in the House of Commons before seven, this morning j and four 
hundred had taken their seat hy ten; which Is at* unheard of thing, 
IWe of Wales,* Fred in person, * was in the gallery till twelve at night. 


* Gmtltman', for Ijjy. p. ioj *~ew 4*tn, m always, am «.«, 
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Honourable Gentlemen. Whirl. he dm *, "“g Und m unprpp *ml ; 
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Kaiser at mu-n *P™' ,, ,,, * Where in Ktwland to get alhvs? — 

a j,„ua™ ... a»ih, -w. F»vrf 

unavailing* 

For ‘ William Hltv’ (m they *|*H K«‘f rl ; :ltlmm ^ 

18 to be) was eloquent cm the other Hide : Deqmm g 

MerclmnW ‘Voice if England,’ and «* <«»• Ami the wo. d 
Mt w nnnt. , , », PuiU'm'Y exclaimed : 

was ail in an inflamed state. Awl *» “ ; , M 

u» volluXve”ywU P Amlin 
S M>t month, morn of taggling. «'«. ** 1 

7 0 ta Jw.Ue, in tin- mono of »"«'“■<. 1”“ *» '"'T 

SouW°right.’ to roadway on Urn »mm« of tto I'lmmt, 
become permanently nmnifet to the *l»'n. I, 

, ** «“ 

: ^ II In.. limlM » W»r; 

JXT ^2 h too evident in the I ** 

ST/z-to. i. . »ngnl« thin B Might ““J 
be a Constellation, like Berenice'* otlur , 

become mythical, had the English People been of l^la 

* Summed AntorUWdfT IVtcnOmr*. did -«l Hi. 
.vine™, 

* fulv 14th, 1736;— three month* Mon that »*«%« n 

wirinl, whw. « « h* - 

Cadet of Brunswick; o«r Friedrich* Brot . * 

a noticeably small man in comparison to «ith bulk of 
* * |il Novimbwr {i|d Octebtf) lilt * 1 
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within doors for most part ; listening to the rustle of falling 
leaves, to dim Winter coming with its rains and winds. 
Field-sports are a rumour from without: for him now no 
joyous sow-baiting, deer-chasing that, like other things, is 
past. 

In the beginning of November, he came to Berlm; was 
worse there, and again was better strove to do the Carnival, 
as had been customary; but in a languid, lamed manner. 
One night he looked in upon an evening-party which General 
Schulenburg was giving : he returned home, chilled, shivering ; 
could not, all night, be brought to heat again. It was the last 
evening-party Friedrich Wilhelm ever went to . 1 Lieutenant- 
General Schulenburg : the same who doomed young Friedrich 
to death, as President of the Court-Martial ; and then wrote 
the Three Letters about him which we once looked into : 
illuminates himself in this manner in Berlin society,— Carnival 
season 1740, weather fiercely cold. Maypole Schulenburg 
the lean Aunt, Ex-Mistress of George 1 ., over in London,— -1 
think she must now be dead? Or if not dead, why not! 
Memory, for the tenth time, fails me, of the human y 
unmemorable, whom perhaps even flunkies should forget; and 
I will try it no more. The stalwart Lieutenant-General will 
reappear on us once, twice at the utmost,. and never again. 
He gave the last evening-party Friedrich Wilhelm ever 

We Poor" Friedrich Wilhelm is in truth very ill ; tosses about 
all day, in and out of bed,— bed and wheeled-chair drearily 
alternating ; suffers much ;— and again, in Diplomatic circles, 
the rumours are rife and sinister. _ Ever from this chill at 
Schulenburg's the medicines did him no good, says PoJimtz 
if he rallied, it was the effect of Nature, and only temporary. 
He does daily, with punctuality, his Official business ; perhaps 
the best two hours he has of the four-and-twenty, for the time 
hangs heavy on him. His old Generals sit round his bed, 
talking, smoking, as it was five years ago ; his Feekin and his 
1 Pollnitz (ii. 538 ) 5 who gives no date. 
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and embark on Kingship. Certain, too, he loves his Father; 
shudders at the thought of losing him. And yet again there 
will gleams intrude of a contrary thought ; which the filial 
heart disowns, with a kind of horror, c Down, thou impious 
thought l ’ — We perceive he manages in general to push the 
crisis away from him; to believe that real danger is still 
distant. His demeanour, so far as we can gather from his 
Letters or other evidence, is amiable, prudent, natural; 
altogether that of a human Son in those difficult circum- 
stances. Poor Papa is heavy-laden : let us help to bear his 
burdens ; — let us hope the crisis is still far off 1 — 

Once, on a favourable evening, probably about the begin- 
ning of April, when he felt as if improving, Friedrich 
WiUielm resolved to dress, and hold Tobacco-Parliament 
again in a formal manner. Let us look in there, through 
the eyes of Pollnitz, who was of it, upon the last Tobacco- 
Parliament : 

( A numerous party \ Schwerin, Hacke, Derschau, all the chiefs and 
commandants of the Berlin Garrison are there ; the old circle full ; 
social human speech once more, and pipes alight ; pleasant to the 
King. He does not himself smoke on this occasion ; but he is unusually 
lively in talk ; much enjoys the returning glimpse of old days ; and the 
Tobacco circle was proceeding through its phases, successful beyond 
common. All at once the Crown-Prince steps in ; direct from Reins- 
herg; 1 an unexpected pleasure. At sight of whom the Tobacco circle, 
taken on the sudden, simultaneously started up, and made him a bow. 
Rule is, in Tobacco-Parliament you do not rise for anybody ; and they 
have risen. Which struck the sick heart in a strange painful way. 
“Hm, the Rising Sun?” thinks he; “ Rules broken through, for the 
Rising Sun. But I am not dead yet, as yon shall know !” ringing for 
his servants in great wrath ; and had himself rolled out, regardless of 
protestations and excuses. “ Hither, you Hacke !” said he. 

f Hacke followed ; but it was only to return on the instant, with the 
King’s order, “ That yon instantly quit the Palace, all of you, and 
don’t come hack I” Solemn respectful message to his Majesty was of 
no effect, or of less ; they had to go, on those terms ; and Pollnitz, 
making for his Majesty’s apartment next morning as usual, was 


1 j2th Apr?l 1740? {CEwwres, xxvii. part 1st, p. 29) ; Pollnitz is dateless. 
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twitched by a Gensdarme, “ No admittance I And it was days before 

the matter would come round again, under earnest protestations from 
the one side, and truculent rebukes from the other/ 1 Figure the 
Crown-Prince, figure the poor sick' Majesty; and what a time in those 
localities l 

With, the bright spring weather he seemed to revive ; 
towards the end of April he resolved for Potsdam, everybody 
thinking him much better, and the outer Public reckoning 
the crisis of the illness over. He himself knew other. It 
was on the 27th of the month that he went ; he said, c Fare 
thee well, then, Berlin; I am to die in Potsdam, then (ich 
werde in Potsdam sterben ) ! ’ The May-flowers came late ; 
the weather was changeful, ungenial for the sick man : this 
winter of 1740 had been the coldest on record; it extended 
itself into the very summer ; and brought great distress of 
every kind ; — of which some oral rumour still survives in all 
countries. Friedrich Wilhelm heard complaints of scarcity 
among the people ; admonitions to open his Corn-granaries 
(such as he always has in store against that kind of accident) ; 
but he still hesitated and refused ; unable to look into it 
himself, and fearing deceptions. 

For the rest, he is struggling between death and life in 
general persuaded that the end is fast hastening on. He 
sends for Chief Preacher Roloff out to Potsdam ; has some 
notable dialogues with Roloff, and with two other Potsdam 
Clergymen, of which there is record still left us. In these, 
as in all his demeanour at this supreme time, we see the big 
rugged block of manhood come out very vividly; strong in 
his simplicity, in his veracity. Friedrich Wilhelm’s wish is to 
know from Roloff what the chances are for him in the other 
world, — which is not less certain than Potsdam and the giant 
grenadiers to Friedrich Wilhelm ; and where, he perceives, 
never half so clearly before, he shall actually peel-off his 
Kinghood, and stand before God Almighty, no better than a 
naked beggar. RolofTs prognostics are not so encouraging as 
1 Pollnitz (abridged), ii. 540 
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the King had hoped. Surely this King ‘ never took or coveted 
what J» not his ; kept trim to his m R m«ge.vow m ^«to «f 
horrible examples everywhere? hcheved the Bihlt, k mourn! 
the Preachers, went diligently to Church, and trtec to * 
what he understood God's commandments were ? lo al 

which Koloff, a courageous pious man, answer with dtsenaJ 
words and shakings of the head. ‘ Did I luhave d 1, t n 

(} id 1 ever do injustice ? ’ Holoft mentions »*ron , held ihlmt 

the defalcating Amtnmnn, hanged at Kiimgsherg without won 
a trial ‘He had no trial ; hut was then* any doubt he hud 
; UH ticc ? A public thief, confessing he had si ohm the taxes 
lie was sent to gather; insolently offering, as ,1 that were 

all, to repay the money, and «*y»»Ki !t ■*** ,mt 

„«„«) to tang » nolilramn ! ’ «»!»« " ^ 

violent, your Majesty, and savouring of tin. tyiannou*. 

P0 ^ r Wellf— >* there anything more? Out with it, then; 
tetter now than too latel'-Miich oppression, omnp ; «m » 
to build in Berlin,— ‘ Oppression ? was it not tin r m mt.t, 

» “l:u, •,«»<. uLi «',.„„ t ,v.p . >«> - 

it other. Dersehau, you who managed it? and his Maj.sty 
turnwl to Derschan, For all the smoking generals am 
company are stilt here; nor will his Majesty to 

dismiss " them from the presence and te alone with Huhdt . 
‘What is there to conceal ? They are people «[ huwmr > Mtt \ 
»nv friends.’ Derschau, whose feats in the Innldmg way are 
not unknown even to us, answers with a bant fare. It was all 
right and orderly ; nothing out of square »» ins budding 

tafor. » Court,’ •» 0* Ho" ««»•"' , ‘™ 1 " 

face; Roloff still austerely shaking his head. «•» 

ttan ttarti. forgiven- of -MH-; 

to forgive all men, or how can you ask to te forgi tt • 
« Wellf I will, I do ; you Feekin, write to your Ihotiier 
(unforgiveablest of beings), after I am dead, that i forgave 
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him, died in peace with him.’-Bcttcr her Majesty should 
write at, once, m.ggc.sta Roloff.-< No, after i am dead’ 
perniHiH the Son of Nature, —that will he safer' 1 * * aI 
unwedgcable and gnarled big block of manhood and sim 
phe.f y and sincerity : such as we rarely get sight of among 
the modern sons of Adam, among the crowned sons nearly 
never. At parting he said to Holoff, ‘ You (Er, He) do not 
spare me; it is right. You do your duty like an honest 
C dim! mn twin. * 


Uolofl, I perceive, had several Dialogues with the King • 
and stayed in Potsdam some days for that object. The above 
bit of jotting is from the Scckendorf Papers (probably picked 
up by .Seckendorf Junior), and is dated only ‘ May.’ Of the 
two Potmliun Preachers, one of whom is ‘ Oesfeld, Chaplain 
of the (»iant Grenadiers,’ and the other is « Cochius, Calvinist 
Ilofpmliger,’ each published on his own score some Notes of 
dialogue and circumstance ; 8 which are to the same effect, so 
far as they concern us ; and exhibit the same rugged Son of 
Nature, looking with all his eyesight into the near Eternity, 
and sinking in a human and not inhuman manner amid the 
floods of Time. * Wa, wa, what great God is this, that pulls 
down the strength of the strongest Kings ! ’ — 

The jKH»r King's state is very restless, fluctuates from day 
to day ; he is impatient of bed ; sleeps very ill ; is up when- 


1 Wful# MGaf'lingtyt 4 not nil!# to finish without many tears * : honest sensible 
Letter {though talUfartnti? spell}* * Berlin* xst June 1740* lies now in State- 
Office 5 1 ttqmi iMUrx* vol. xdv., Brussia, 1689-1777/ 

1 JVWsi/s 1 4* #r# A {* found among the Seckendorf Papers/ no date but 
* May t?4a*h lit Ftkittf* li, 154, *55$ In a fragmentary state : completed in 
iVillniis, ih $4S-|4 9» 

# Coehius* the {Calvinist Court-Chaplain’s) Account of his Inter- 

•view* < firms of them * Friday 37 th May 1740, about 9 p.m/) ; followed by ditto 
from Oesfeld (Chaplain of the Glams)* who usually accompanied Cochius,— 
la $c yferth, {kmkkkti JMtdrkk des Gnwm (Leipzig, 1783*1788), i. (Beylage) 
94 ’40. Styforlh wm * Rtglmiftti* Auditor * in Halle: his Work, solid though 
»tii pM t mmhu nearly altogether of multifarious Baylagm (Appendices) and 
00tm 1 which art mdUMf accurate, and often curious ; and, as usual, have no 
tmlm fm m «afbctn&ftt« reader. 
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ever {Ktuiblo ; roll* about in hi* wheeled chair, and hmi 
gits into tin* air : at om* time looking *truug, as if there 
were still month* in hint, ami mum sunk in fainting weak- 
ness, as if he had few minute* to live, Friedrich at 
lteinslwrg correspond* very xeerctly with l)r. Filer; has 
other frieiul* at Potsdam whose secret news he very anxiously 
rends. To the last he emmot bring himself to think it 
serums. 1 

On Thursday tHilh of May, an express from Filer, or the 
Potsdam friends, arrives at Heiusberg : lie is to eome (juiekly, 
if he would see his Father again alive! Tin* step may have 
danger, too; hut Frietirieh, n worltl of feelings urging him, 5 s 
on the road next morning before the sun. His journey may 

\m fancied ; the like of it fall* to all men. Arriving at last, 

turning hastily a corner of the Potsdam Setdo**, 1‘ riedrich 
see* some gathering in the distauee ; it i* hi* bather in his 
rollwttfft'n (wheeled-chair), — not dying; hut out of doors, 
giving order* about founding a House, or seeing it done. 
House for one Philips, a middled F.nglishmau he has; whose 
tongue is none of the best, not even to Majesty itsett, hut 
whose merits as a Groom, of Fnglish and other I !>>i are 

without parallel iu those parts. Without parallel, ami deserve 
a House before we die. lad us see it set agoing, this blessed 
May-day! Of Philips, who survived deep into Friedrich'* 
time, and uttered rough saying* (in mixed intelligible dialect) 
whcti put upon in his grooming, or otherwise distmiml, l 
could obtain no farther account : the man did not rare to he 
put, 5n History (a very small service to a man) ; eared to have 
a house with trim fittings, awl to do hi* grooming well, the 
fortunate Philip. 

At sight of his Son, Friedrich Wilhelm threw out his arm* ; 
the Son kneeling sank upon hi* breast, and they embraced 
with tears. My Father, my Father ; My Son, my Son ! It 
was a scone to make all bystander* ami even Philip* weep. - - 
» Letter to Eller, ajtti Msy 1740 **•> »**)• 
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rlXui>h"Vlu- I'tmilitm hurl the old King; he hud to lie taken 
straightway, hi* show of strength suddenly gams and 
•it Mm* only plan' far him, This same Friday he dictated to 
111 of hi* Minister* (linden, who was in close attendance) the 
istnietion for hi* Funeral ; a wile characteristic I’ims which 
,.,1,1,1.* the English reader know*. Too bug ami rude for 


■printing lit re.' 

He i* to iw htirietl in hia uniform, the Fofodam Grenadiers 
i* eiuurt ; with military decorum, three volleys fired (and 
tk»* litre they Ik* well fired, ‘ nicht plurkrrm'), so many 
mimm salvos mid no Aim or fimmting ceremony : simplicity 
ml titwnty is what the tenant of that oak coffin wants, as h© 
l wa vs did when owner of wider dominions. The coffin, which 
ip {,,,„ m«dv ami beside hint in the I'alace this good while, is 
' utmit piece t»f carputry, with leather straps and other 
ntproveimnts ; he views it from time to time; solaces his 
rueiileiil imagination with the look of it : * l shall sleep right 

It thru; he would say, The image he has of his Burial, 
re iwreeive, is of perfect visual ity, equal to wliat a Defoe 
■mdd do in imagining. All Is seen, settled to the last 
umntene** ■ the coffin »* to be borne out by so and so, at 
and stub a door; this detachment is to fall-in here, 
hat there, in the attitude of ‘cover arms’ (musket inverted 
uider left arm) ; ami the band is to play, with all its biacka- 
,,,'Mtrs, O ifrnpi volt Hlut md Wumkn (O Head, all bleeding 
wounded) ; a Dirge hi* Majesty had liked, who knew music, 
ami hml a love for it, after his sort. Good Son of Nature : 
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mg him, as was evident, in the mysteries of State ; in what 
knowledge, as to persons and to things, he reckoned might lie 
usefuleat to him. What the lessons were, we know not ; the 
way of taking them had given pleasure to the old man : he 
was heart! to say, perhaps more than once, when the Generals 
were called in, and the dialogue interrupted for a while : 
‘Am not I happy to have such a Son to leave behind me!’ 
And the grimly sympathetic Generals testified assent ; 
endeavoured to talk a little, could at least smoke, and look 
friendly; till the King gathered strength for continuing his 
instructions to his Successor. All else was ns if settled 
with him ; this had still remained to do. This once done 
(finished, Monday night), why not abdicate altogether ; and 
die disengaged, be it in a day or in a mouth, since that is 
now the one work left ? Friedrich Wilhelm d«x*« so pnrjawe. 

His state, now as all along, was fluctuating, uncertain, 
restless. He was heard murmuring prayers ; he would say 
sometimes, * Pray for me ; Bdd, in-id' And more than once, 
in deep tone: ‘ Lord, enter not into judgment with Thy 
servant, for in Thy sight shall no man living la* justified!’ 
The wild Son of Nature, looking into Life ami 1 tenth, into 
Judgment and Eternity, finds that these things are very 
great. This too is a characteristic trait : In a certain tier- 
man Hymn ( Why Jrd nr murmur, then? the title of it), 
which they often sang to him, or along with him, as he much 
loved it, are these words, * Naked I came into the world, and 
naked shall I go,' — * No,’ said he, * always with vivacity,’ at 
this passage; ‘not quite naked, I shall have my uniform on 
Let us be exact, since we are at it 1 After which the singing 
proceeded again. ‘The late Graf Alexander von Warten- 
herg,'— Captain Wartenbcrg, whom we know, and whose 
opportunities, — ‘ was wont to relate this,' 1 

Tuesday 81st May, * about one in the morning,' Cochins 
was again sent for. He found the King in very pious mood, 
but in great distress, and afraid he might yet have much pain 
* Batching (In 1786), BtytrUgt, iv. too. 



CHAP, via] DEATH OF FRIEDRICH WILHELM 271 

31st May 1740] ■ * x 

to suffer. Cochius prayed with him; talked piously. ‘I 
can remember nothing,’ said the King; ‘I cannot pray, I 
have forgotten all my prayers.’ — ‘ Prayer is not in words, but 
m the thought of the heart,’ said Cochius; and soothed the 
heavy-laden man as he could. ‘ Fare you well,’ said Friedrich 
Wilhelm, at length ; ‘ most likely we shall not meet again in 
this world.’ Whereat Cochius burst into tears, and withdrew. 
About four, the King was again out of bed ; wished to see 
his youngest Boy, who had been ill of measles, but was doing 
well: ‘Poor little Ferdinand, adieu, then, my little child!’ 

i T u 1 S j 1S ^ Father of ^ at fine Douis Ferdinand, who was 
killed at Jena ; concerning whom Berlin, in certain emanci- 
pated circles of it, still speaks with regret. He, the Louis 
Ferdinand, had fine qualities; but went far a-roving, into 
radicalism, into romantic love, into champagne; and was cut- 
down on the threshold of Jena, desperately fighting, — perhaps 
happily for him. r r 

From little Ferdinand’s room Friedrich Wilhelm has him- 
self rolled into Queen Sophie’s. ‘ Feekin, 0 my Feekin, thou 
must rise this day, and help me what thou canst. This day 
I am going to die ; thou wilt be with me this day » ’ The 
good Wife rises: I know not that it was the first time she 
had been so called; but it did prove the last. Friedrich 
Vilhelm has decided, as the first thing he will do to 
abdicate ; and all the Official persons and companions of the 
sick-room, Pollnitz among them, not long after sunrise, are 
called to see it done. Pollnitz, huddling-on his clothes, 
arrived about five : in a corridor he sees the wheeled-chair 
and poor sick King; steps aside to let him pass: “‘It is 
over (Das ist vollbracht ),” said the King, looking up to me as 
he passed : he had on his nightcap, and a blue mantle thrown 
round him.’ He was wheeled into his anteroom ; there let 
the company assemble : many of them are already there. 

r ° yal StableS are visible from this room : Friedrich 
Wilhelm orders the horses to be ridden out : you, old Fiirst 
of Anhalt Dessau my oldest friend, you, Colonel Hacke 
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fcdthfulest of Adjutant-Generals, take each of you a horse, 
the beat you ran pick out : it is my hist gift to you, Dessau, 
in silence, with dumb-show of thanks, points to ft horns any 
horse : ‘You have chosen the very worst,’ said Friedrich 
Wilhelm: ‘Take that other, I wilt warrant him a good one I* 
The grim Old Dossnuor thanks in silence ; spewhless grief is 
on that stern gunpowder face, and he seems even to be 
struggling with team. ‘ Nay, nay, my friend,’ Friedrich 
Wilhelm said, ‘ this is a debt we have all to pay.’ 

The Official people, Queen, Friedrich, Minister Boden, 
Minister Podewils, and even Potlnitz, being now all present, 
Friedrich Wilhelm makes his Deelaration, at considerable 
length ; old General ltredow repeating it aloud, 1 sentence by 
sentence, the King’s own voice being too weak ; so that all 
may hear: ‘ That ho abdicates, gives up wholly, in favour of 
his good Son l'ricdrich ; that foreign Ambassadors are to be 
informed ; that you are alt to las true and loyal to toy Son as 
you were to me’ — and what else is needful. To which the 
judicious Podewils makes answer, ‘That there must find lw a 
written Deed of this high Transaction executed, which shall 
be straightway set about; the Deed once executed, signed 

and sealed, - the high Hoyal will, in all points, takes elici t, 

Alas, before Podewils has done spoking, the King is like 
falling into a faint ; does faint, and is carried to las! ; too 
unlikely any Deed of Abdication will fat needed. 

Up* and downs there still were ; sore fluctuating labour, 
as the poor King struggles to his final rest, this morning. He 
wa« at the window again, when the 1 Vacht-parmte (Grenadiers 
on Guard) turned out ; he saw them make their evolutions for 
the last time.® After which, new relapse, new fluctuation, It 
was about eleven o’clock, when Cochins was again rent for, 
The King lay specifies*, seemingly still conscious, in Iasi. 
Cochius prays with fervour, in a but! tone, that the dying 
King may hear and join. * Not so loml ! ’ say* tlw» King, 
rallying a little. He had ramembered that it was the season 
* PoilniU, fi. $6t. * Ftafl, *iU. 8 *o» 
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when his servants got their new liveries; they had been 
ordered to appear this day in full new costume: ‘0 vanity - 

IT 7 < P Said f Fnedrich Wilhelm > at Sight of the ornamented" 
phish. ‘Pray for me pray for me; my trust is in the 
Saviour he often said. His pains, his weakness are great • 
the cordage of a most tough heart rending itself pie! by 

TTo- f °!T tlm6 ’ he - Called f ° r a mirror : that is Certain : 
gged wild man, son of Nature to the last. The mirror 

hG SaM at si S ht * W- is variety 

ToTt and T “ 1 th ° U g ht ’’ is P «t Z ’s 

thinT / likeliest ; though perhaps he said several 

.. S ’ ,, g ! y face ’ as S° od “ dead already ’ ; and con- 
tinued the mspection for some moments.* A ^m, strange 

his‘Slnt7 P ‘tll f d ** n ° tiC ^ the of 

, , ts • * eI1 me how long this will last.’— ‘Alas not 

tag,’ ‘ rnwrad Ptah.--.Say not, alaa . but hot. £ ™u 
(He> knouf —‘The puke is gone .’—.Impossible; said ' lle 
lifting his arm : ‘how could I move my fingers so if the nnlJ 
wetegone?’ Ptah looked mournfully talferf. ’.He^feu 
to the. I live , Herr. Jesu, to thee I die ; in life 
thou art my gam (Du bist mein Gewinn ).’ These were the 
last words Friedrich Wilhelm spoke in this world He ag S 
fell into a faint. Eller gave a signal to the Crown-Princf to 
take the Queen away. Scarcely were they out of the room 
when the faint had deepened into death ; and Friedrich Wil- 

ofTW ^ fr ° m aD hiS lab ° UrS ’ Slept With the P ri meval sons 

No Baresark of them, nor Odin’s self, I think, was a bit 
truer human stuff I confess his value to me, in these sad 

STTrrvn considerii * the --1 HistT^ 

Papm s-Digester, Iruculent-Charlatan and other species of 
Kings, alone attainable for the sunk flunky populations of 
an Era given up to Mammon and the worship oflToVn 
elly, what would not such a population give for a Friedrich 
1 ii- 5^4 > Wilhelmina, ri. 321. 

VDTi. TTT ’ 0 
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Wilhelm, to guide it on the road back from Orcus a little ? 

* Would give,' I have written ; hut alas, it ought to have Imh*h 
* shmdd give.' What they ‘would’ give is too mournfully 
plain to me, in spite of ballothoxes : a steady and tremendous 
truth from the days of Bambini* downwards and upward* ! 

Tuesday 81st May 1740, between one and two o’clock 

in the afternoon, Friedrich Wilhelm died ; age fifty-two, 
coming Ifith August next. Same day, Friedrich his Son 
was proclaimed at Berlin ; quilled heralds, with sound of 
trumjH't and the like, doing what is customary on such 
occasion*. 

On Saturday 4th dune, the King’s body is laid out in state ; 
all Potsdam at liberty to come and sec. He lies there, in his 
regimentals, in his oaken colhn, on a rawed place in the middle 
of the room ; decent mortuary draperies, lamp, garlands, 
banderol# furnishing the room and him : at his feet, on a 
black-velvet tabouret (stool), are the chivalry emblems, helmet, 
gauntlets, spurs ; and on similar stools, at the right hand 
and the left, lie his military insignia, hat and sash, sword, 
guidon, and what else is fit. Around, in silence, sit nine 
veteran military dignitaries ; Huddenbrock, Waldau, Dcrschau, 
Einsicdel, and five other* whom we omit to name. Silent 
they sit. A grim earnest sight in the shine of the lamplight, 
as you pa*# out of the June sun. Many went, all day ; looked 
once attain on the face that was to vanish. Precisely at ten 
at night, the coffin-Hd is .crowed down : Twelve Potsdam 
Captains take the coffin on their shoulder* ; Four and. twenty 
Corporals with wax torches, Four and-t went y Sergeants with 
inverted halberts lowered ; certain General* on order, and very 
many following m volunteers ; these perform the actual burial, 
—carry the body to the Garrison Church, where are clergy 
waiting, which is but a small step off ; see it lodged* oak 
coffin and all, in a marble coffin in the side vault there, 
which is known to Tourist*. 1 It is the end of the week, 

» FsuU, vili, all. 
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and tin* actual burial sh forward lor reasons 

we ran guess, 

Filini piety by no mourn intends to defraud a loved Father 
of the Sjmriuii ceremonial contemplated as obsequies by him : 
very far from it. Filial piety will conform to that with 
rigour ; only adding what musical and other splendours are 
posMlde, to testify his love still more. And so, almost three 
weeks hence, on the 2fJd of the month, with the aid of 
Dresden Artists, of Latin Cantatas, and other pomps (not 
inexcusable, though somewhat out of keeping), the due Funeral 
w done, no Corpse but a wax Kfligy present in it; — and in 
all points, that of the Potsdam Grenadiers not forgotten, there 
was rigorous conformity to the Instruction left. In all points, 
even to the extensive funeral dinner, and drinking of the 
appointed cask of wine, * the best cask in my cellar.’ Adieu 
O King. ’ 

The Potsdam Grenadiers tired their three volleys (not 
* plwkmtt/fi «« I have reason to believe, but well); got their 
allowance, tlinner-litpior, and appointed coin of money ; it was 
the last service mpurtxl of them in this world. That same 
night they wore dissolved, the whole Four Thousand of them, 
at a stroke ; and ceased to exist as Potsdam Grenadiers. 

C olonels, Captains, all the Officers known to lie of merit, were 
advanced, at least transferred. Of the common men, a 
minority, of not inhuman height ami of worth otherwise, were 
formed into a new Itcghnent on the common terms: the 
stupul splay-footed eight-feet mass were allowed to stidk off 
whither they pleased, or vegetate on frugal pensions ; Irish 
Kirk man, and a few others neither knock-kneed nor without 
head, were appointed %dr«w, that is, porter* to the King’s or 
other Palaces ; and did that duty in what was considered an 
ornamental manner. 

Here are still two things capable of being fished-up from 
the sea of nugatory matter ; and meditated on by readers, fall 
the following Books open. 
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The last breath of Friedrich Wilhelm having fled, Friedrich 
hurried to a private room ; sat there all in tears ; looking 
back through the gulfs of the Past, upon such a Father now 
rapt away for ever. Sad all, and soft in the moonlight of 
memory, — the lost Loved One all in the right as we now see, 
we all in the wrong ! — This, it appears, was the Son’s fixed 
opinion. Seven years hence, here is how Friedrich concludes 
the History of his Father, written with a loyal admiration 
throughout 1 £ We have left under silence the domestic chagrins 
of this great Prince : readers must have some indulgence for 
the faults of the Children, in consideration of the virtues, of 
such a Father.’ 1 All in tears he sits at present, meditating 
these sad things. 

In a little while the Old Dessauer, about to leave for 
Dessau, ventures in to the Crown-Prince, Crown-Prince no 
longer ; ‘ embraces his knees ’ ; offers, weeping, his condolence, 
his congratulation ; — hopes withal that his sons and he will 
be continued in their old posts, and that he, the Old Dessauei, 

< will have the same authority as in the late reign. Fried- 
rich’s eyes, at this last clause, flash-out tearless, strangely 
Olympian. 6 In your posts I have no thought of making 
change ; in your posts, yes ; — and as to authority, I know of 
none there can be but what resides in the King that is 
sovereign ! ’ Which, as it were, struck the breath out of the 
Old Dessauer ; and sent him home with a painful miscellany 
of feelings, astonishment not wanting among them. 

At an after hour, the same night, Friedrich went to Berlin ; 
met by acclamation enough. He slept there, not without 
tumult of dreams, one may fancy ; and on awakening next 
morning, the first, sound he heard was that of the Regiment 
Glasenap under his windows, swearing fealty to the new King. 
He sprang out of bed in a tempest of emotion ; bustled 
distractedly to and fro, wildly weeping. Pollnitz, who came 
into the anteroom, found him in this state, ‘ half-dressed, with 

1 (Euvrcs, i. 174 [Mini, de Brandeimrg : finished about 1747). 
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lishevelled hair, in tears, and as if beside himself.’ 6 These 
mzzahings only tell me what I have lost ! ’ said the new King. 
— ‘ He was in great suffering,’ suggested Pollnitz ; ‘he is now 
,t rest.’ ‘ True, he suffered ; but he was here with us : and 


1 Ranke (ii. 46, 47), from certain Fragments, still in manuscript, of Pollnitz’s 
iemoiren « 



BOOK XI 

FRIEDRICH TAKES THE REINS IN HAND 


June — Decembeb 1740 


CHAPTER I 

PHENOMENA OF FRIEDRICH’S ACCESSION 

In Berlin, from Tuesday 31st May 1740, day of the late 
King’s death, till the Thursday following, the post was stopped 
and the gates closed ; no estafette can be despatched, though 
Dickens and all the Ambassadors are busy writing. On the 
Thursday, Regiments, Officers, principal Officials having sworn, 
and the new Bong being fairly in the saddle, estafettes and 
postboys shoot forth at the top of their speed ; and Rumour, 
towards every point of the compass, apprises mankind what 
immense news there is. 1 

A King’s Accession is always a hopeful phenomenon to 
the public; more especially a young King’s, who has been 
talked of for his talents and aspirings, — for his sufferings, were 
it nothing more, — and whose Anti-Macchiavel is understood 
to be in the press. Vaguely everywhere there has a notion 
gone abroad that this young King will prove considerable. 
Here at last has a Lover of Philosophy got upon the throne, 
and great philanthropies and magnanimities are to be expected, 
think rash editors and idle mankind. Rash editors in England 
and elsewhere, we observe, are ready to believe that Friedrich 
has not only disbanded the Potsdam Giants ; but means to 
1 Dickens (in State-Paper Office), 4th June 1740. 
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‘ reduce the Prussian Army one half’ or so, for ease, (tem- 
porary ease, which wo hope will be lasting) of parties con- 
cerned ; and to go much upon emancipation, political 
rose-water, and friendship to humanity, as we now call it. 

At his first meeting of Council, they say, he put this ques- 
tion, 1 Could not the Prussian Army be reduced to 45,000 ? ’ 
The excellent young man. To which the Council had 
answered, * Hardly, your Majesty ! The Jiilich-and-Berg 
affair is so ominous hitherto ! ’ These may he secrets, and 
dubious to people out of doors, thinks a wise editor; but one 
thing patent to the day was this, surely symbolical enough : 
On one of his Majesty’s first drives to Potsdam or from it, a 
thousand children, — in round numbers a thousand of them, 
all with the ml string round their necks, and liable to be 
taken for soldiers, if needed in the regiment of their Canton, — 
a thousand children met this young King at a turn of his road ; 
and with shrill unison of wail, sang out, ‘ Oh, deliver us from 
slavery,’ — from the ml threads, your Majesty. Why should 
poor we Ihj liable to suffer hardship for our Country or other- 
wise, your Majesty ! Can no one else he got to do it P sang 
out the thousand children. And his Majesty assented on the 
spot, thinks the rash editor. 1 ‘ Goose, Madam ? ’ exclaimed a 
philanthropist projector once, whose scheme of sweeping 
chimneys by pulling a live goose down through them was 
objected to : * Goose, Madam ? You can take two ducks, 
then, if you are so sorry for the goose P— Hash editors think 
them is to be a reign of Astnea ltcdux in Prussia, by means of 
this young King ; and forgot to ask themselves, as the young 
King must by no means do, How for Astnea may be possible, 
for Prussia and him ? 

At home, too, there is prophesying enough, vague hope 
enough, which for most part goes wide of the mark. This 
young King, we know, did prove considerable ; but not in the 
way shaped out for him by the public ; — it was in far other 
ways ! For no public in the least knows, in such cases *. nor 
‘ GtKthmm'i Magmim (London, 1740)# x. 3 * 8 » Newspapers, etc. 
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does the man himself know, except gradually and if he strive 
lo learn. An to the public,—-* Doubtless,* any* a friend of 
mine, * doubtless it was the Atlantic Ocean that carried 
Columbus to America ; lucky for the Atlantic, and for 
Columbus and us : hut the Atlantic did not quite vote that 
way from the first ; nay, its votes, I believe, were very various 
at different stages of the matter ! ' This is a truth which 
kings and men, not intending to la- drift logs or waste brine 
otaslient to the .Moon, art* notch called to have in mind 
withal, from perhaps nut early stage of their voyage, 

Friedrich# actual demeanour in these his first weeks, which 
is still decipherable if one stmty well, has in truth a got id deal 
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nothing loath to ran whither business calls him, and appear 
in public : the gazetteer world, as we noticed, which has been 
hitherto a most unite world, breaks out here and there into a 
kind of husky jubilation over the great things he is daily 
doing, and rejoices in the prospect of having a Philosopher 
King ; which function the young man, only twenty-eight gone, 
cannot but wish to fulfil for the gazetteers and the world. He 
is a busy man ; and walks boldly into his grand enterprise of 
* making men happy,’ to the admiration of Voltaire and an 
enlightened public far and near. 

Biel field spaks of immense concourses of people crowding 
about Chari ottenburg, to congratulate, to solicit, to etc. ; tells 
us how he himself had to lodge almost in outhouses, in that 
royal village of hope. His emotions at Iteinsberg, and every- 
luxiy’s, while Friedrich Wilhelm lay dying, and all stood like 
greyhounds on the slip ; and with what arrow-swiftness they 
shot away when the great news came : all this he has already 
described at wearisome length, in his fantastic semi-fabulous 
way. 5 Friedrich himself seemed moderately glad to see 
Bielfold ; received his high-flown congratulations with a bene- 
volent yet somewhat composed air ; and gave him afterwards, 
in the course of weeks, an unexpectedly small appointment : 
To go to Hanover, under Truchses# von Waldburg, and 
announce our Accession, Which is but a simple, mostly 
formal service ; yet perhaps what Biclfeld is best equal to. 

The Britannic Majesty, or at least his Hanover people 
have been beforehand with this civility ; Baron Miinchhausen, 
no doubt by orders given for such contingency, had appeared 
at Berlin with the due compliment and condolence almost on 
the first day of the New Reign ; first messenger of all on that 
errand ; Britannic Majesty evidently in a conciliatory humour, 
— having his dangerous Spanish War on hand. Britannic 
Majesty in person, shortly after, gets across to Hanover; and 
Friedrich desjmtches Truchsess, with Bielfeld adjoined, to 
return the courtesy. 

* Bklftld, i. 68.77 i 81* 
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Friedrich does not neglect these points of good manners ; 
along with which something of substantial may be privately 
conjoined. For example, if he had in secret his eye on Jiilich 
and Berg, could anything be fitter than to ascertain what the 
French will think of such an enterprise ? What the French ; 
and next to them what the English, that is to say, Hanoverians, 
who meddle much in affairs of the Reich. For these reasons 
and others he likewise, probably with more study than in the 
Bielfeld case, despatches Colonel Camas to make his compli- 
ment at the French Court, and in an expert way take 
soundings there. Camas, a fat sedate military gentleman, of 
advanced years, full of observation, experience and sound 
sense, — € with one arm, which he makes do the work of two, 
and nobody can notice that the other arm resting in his coat- 
breast is of cork, so expert is he,’ — will do in this matter 
what is feasible ; probably not much for the present. He is 
to call on Yoltaire, as he passes, who is in Holland again, at 
the Hague for some months back; and deliver him c a little 
cask of Hungary Wine," which probably his Majesty had 
thought exquisite. Of which, and the other insignificant 
passages between them, we hear more than enough in the 
writings and correspondences of Yoltaire about this time. 

In such way Friedrich disposes of his Bielfelds ; who are 
rather numerous about him now and henceforth. Adventurers 
from all quarters, especially of the literary type, in hopes of 
being employed, much hovered round Friedrich through his 
whole reign. But they met a rather strict judge on arriving ; 
it cannot be said they found it such a Goschen as they 
expected. 

Favour, friendly intimacy, it is visible from the first, avails 
nothing with this young King ; beyond and before all things 
he will have his work done, and looks out exclusively for the 
man ablest to do it. Hence Bielfeld goes to Hanover, to 
gnn-out euphuisms, and make graceful court-bows to our 
sublime little Uncle there. On the other hand, Friedrich 
institutes a new Knighthood, Order of Merit so-called ; which 
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and others he likewise, probably with more study than in the 
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ment at the French Court, and in an expert way take 
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advanced years, full of observation, experience and sound 
sense, — 4 with one arm, which he makes do the work of two, 
and nobody can notice that the other arm resting in his coat- 
breast is of cork, so expert is he,’ — will do in this matter 
what is feasible ; probably not much for the present. He is 
to call on Voltaire, as he passes, who is in Holland again, at 
the Hague for some months back ; and deliver him 4 a little 
cask of Hungary Wine,’ which probably his Majesty had 
thought exquisite. Of which, and the other insignificant 
passages between them, we hear more than enough in the 
writings and correspondences of Voltaire about this time. 

In such way Friedrich disposes of his Bielfelds; who are 
rather numerous about him now and henceforth. Adventurers 
from all quarters, especially of the literary type, in hopes of 
being employed, much hovered round Friedrich through his 
whole reign. But they met a rather strict judge on arriving ; 
it cannot be said they found it such a Goschen as they 
expected. 

Favour, friendly intimacy, it is visible from the first, avails 
nothing with this young King ; beyond and before all things 
he will have his work done, and looks out exclusively for the 
man ablest to do it. Hence Bielfeld goes to Hanover, to 
grin-out euphuisms, and make graceful court-bows to our 
sublime little Uncle there. On the other hand, Friedrich 
institutes a new Knighthood, Order of Merit so-called; which 
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indeed is but a small feat, testifying mere hope and exuberance 
as yet ; and may even be made worse than nothing, according 
to the Knights he shall manage to have. Happily it proved 
a successful new Order in this last all-essential particular ; and, 
to the end of Friedrich’s life, continued to be a great and 
coveted distinction among the Prussians. 

Beyond doubt this is a radiant enough young Majesty; 
entitled to hope, and to be the cause of hope. Handsome, to 
begin with; decidedly well-looking, all say, and of graceful 
presence, though hardly five feet seven, and perhaps stouter of 
limb than the strict Belvedere standard. 1 Has a fine free 
expressive face ; nothing of austerity in it ; not a proud face, 
or not too proud, yet rapidly flashing on you all manner of 
high meanings. 2 Such a man, in the bloom of his years ; 
with such a possibility ahead, and Voltaire and mankind 
waiting applausive ! — Let us try to select, and extricate into 
coherence and visibility out of those Historical dustheaps, a 
few of the symptomatic phenomena, or physiognomic pro- 
cedures of Friedrich in his first weeks of Kingship, by way of 
contribution to some Portraiture of his then inner-man. 

Friedrich will make Men happy : Corn-Magazines 

On the day after his Accession, Officers and chief Ministers 
taking the Oath, Friedrich, to his Officers, ‘on whom he 
counts for the same zeal now which he had witnessed as their 
comrade,’ recommends mildness of demeanour from the higher 
to the lower, and that the common soldier be not treated with 
harshness when not deserved : and to his Ministers he is still 

1 Height, it appears, was five feet five inches (Rhenish), which in English 
measure is five feet seven or a hairsbreadth less. Preuss, twice over, by a mistake 
unusual with him, gives ‘five feet two inches three lines ’ as the correct cipher 
(which it is of Napoleon! s measure in French feet ) ; then settles on the above 
dimensions from unexceptionable authority (Preuss, Buck fur Jedermann , i, 18; 
Preuss, Friedrich der Grosse , i. 39 and 419). 

3 Wille’s Engraving after Pesne (excellent, both Picture and Engraving) is 
reckoned the best Likeness in that form. 
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resource they have in Prussian countries against the year of 
scarcity ; — orders grain to be sold out, at reasonable rates, to 
the suffer ing poor ; and takes the due pains, considerable in 
some cases, that this be rendered feasible everywhere in his 
dominions. ‘Berlin, 2d June,’ is the first date of this 
important order ; fine program to his Ministers, which, we 
read, is no sooner uttered, than some performance follows. 
An evident piece of wisdom and humanity; for which 
doubtless blessings of a very sincere kind rise to him from 
several millions of his fellow-mortals. 


Nay, furthermore, as can be dimly gathered, this scarcity 
continuing, some continuous mode of management was set on 
foot for the Poor ; and there is nominated, with salary, with 
outline of plan and other requisites, as ‘Inspector of the 
Poor,’ to his own and our surprise, M. Jordan, late Reader to 
the Crown-Prince, and still much the intimate of his royal 
Friend. Inspector who seems to do his work very well. And 
in the November coming this is what we see : ‘ One thousand 
poor old women, the destitute of Berlin, set to spin,’ at his 
Majesty’s charges ; vacant houses, hired for them in certain 
streets and suburbs, have been new-planked, partitioned, 
warmed ; and spinning is there for any diligent female soul. 
There a thousand of them sit, under proper officers, prop® 
wages, treatment;— and the hum of their poor spindly and 
of their poor inarticulate old hearts, is a comfort, if one 
chance to think of it— Of ‘distressed needlewomen who 
cannot sew, nor be taught to do it; who, m private truth, 
are mutinous maid-servants come at last to the net upshot of 
their anarchies ; of these, or of the like mcurable phenomena, 
I hear nothing in Berlin ; and can believe that, under tbs 
King, Indigence itself may still have something of a human 
aspect, not a brutal or diabolic as is commoner in some places. 

'•p^is is one of Friedrich’s first acts, this opening _ 

Corn-magazines, and arrangements for the Destitute ; and of 

1 i 367 .. 

R'gmtenUben (Berlin, 1840), u 2, 26 (2d June, October, I 74 °J 




boiling, on judicious principle* ; the hum of those oUl «um«- *»»'■■» 
wpiudios in the warm rooms : gods ami men an* well pleased 
to hear such sound* ; ami new j it the same a* }*«rt, n*al though 
infinitesimally small, of the sphere-harmonies of this lumen* ! 


A Mi t itm />/ fsgtii Torture 


Friedrich makes haste, next, to strike into J»a« improve- 
ments. It is hut the morrow after this of tin* Corn umgu/im*,, 
by Knhhtdn-Ordre (Art of Parliament such as thev ran lone 
in that Country, where the Three lUtate* sit all under one 
Tiirce-comemi Hat, ami the drtwtc* an* ke|it silent, anti only 


1’orturw in Criminal Trial*. 1 a*gal I ortm 
they mildly call it, i« at an end from this da 

I 

savage method. 'Iltc use of Torture had, I lwlirvr, fallen 
rather obsolete in IVnssia ; hut now the very threat of it shall 
vanish, —the threat of it, n* we may rememlw, hail rent-bed 
Fried rich himself, at one time, 'lltree or four years ago, it i» 
farther said, a dark murder happened in Ihrlin Man hilled 
one night in the open streets; murderer d»»**u*«r«dde t»v mi 


wader} settle* for racti l>*jr at Kthalikh’s U#*ga, m i»« »> whew 

Friedrich mi and what doing % fatally want* all lades, *t< , *>» west 


* Pmiw, FHtdrkkt Jugrmd md T t limit ittifmmf (llctitn, iftte,—* ana** 
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ih«* limt actual instance in Prussia wn* ; hut in enlightened 
Fr»n«i', hi ui rniwl other countries, i heir wn* ns yet no Hcmplc 
u|nm it. tt uhii r, tin* Diarist nt Paris, some limn after Huh, 
tell* «* of h gang of thieves there, who were regularly put to 
thi* tm tun- ; null ‘ t hey blabbed loo, He mil jaef,' myn Itmbior 
with ulfuiul jocosity,* 

Friedrich’* Cabinet Order, we need not my, was greeted 
everywhere, at home nod tthmiuf, by three rounds of applause ; 
—in which iurely alt of u* still join ; though the /wr-emfra 
also i* becoming visible to some of ns, and our enthusiasm 
grow* lea* complete than formerly. This wa* Friedrich's first 
step in ! aw -R eform, done on hi* fourth day of Kingship. A 
long career in that kind lie* ahead of him ; in reform of I aw, 
civil a* well m criminal, hi* effort* ended with life only. For 
hi* love of Justice was really great j and the mendacities and 
wiggeritw, attached to such a necessary of life as Iaw, found 
no favour from him at any time. 


Will haw Vhihamphrr* about him, and a real Academy 
qf SricmeM 

To neglect the Philosophies, Fine Arts, interest* of Human 
Culture, he i* least of all likely. The idea of building up the 
Academy of Science* to Its pristine height, or far higher, is 
evidently one of those that have long lain in the Crown- 
Prince’* mind, eager to realise themselves. Immortal Wolf, 
exiled hut wife at Marburg, and refusing to return in Friod- 
rich Wilhelm’* time, Iwwl lately dedicated a Hook to the 
Crown- Prince ; indicating that perhaps, under a new Rdgn, 
He might Iw more poniuadable. Friedrich make* hnatc to 
}wr*uade ; Instructs the proper person, Reverend Herr Rein- 
berk, Head of the Con*i*torlum nt Iterlin, to write and 
negotiate. * All reasonable condition* shall 1* granted ’ the 
immortal Wolf,- and Friedrich adds with hi* own hand «u» 

• tutlnri, /m*mi Hiitmrifm <»w Xtgm dt tmit X K (Pari*, 1849), U. 33 * 

(4*t*’t>cc. *74* *1- 
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Fostacript : ‘ I request you (Ihn) to w*? »» 

Wolf. A man that reeks truth, and hm* »U » _ 

m .|u»„ed precious in any Human society ; «»»t I thmk > 
will make a conquest in the realm of truth ‘2?“ ^vet I 
Wolf Hither again. ' 1 This is of «Uto 4mm 6th » >* * 

week since Friedrich came to He hmg. the Hem 
negotiation which ensure! can la* read m lHi-ehmg Hv tl» 
curious. 8 It represents to us a croak v, thrifty, long hem u 
old Herr Professor, in no ha4« to quit Marhmg except tor 
something better; ‘obliged to wear «««.!!. „ shoes and leg 
gings ; * ‘had at mounting stairs and otherw.w m-du.g 
treatment Willing, though with caution, to *ork at an 
Academy of Seienn* hnt duhitm* »f the *‘| Tnrh *** *’ 

admirable a* they seem to them*, He* »* ^ATftCld 
Veteran Wolf, one dimly Ix-gm* to learn, eouhl him* It hml t 

* * ... *«. atm}# |UtflHtM% if nt* 
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ever since ; one very singular Portrait, just coming out (at 
which there is some laughing) : a coarn* featured, blusterous, 
rather triumphant looking man, blusterous, though finely 
complacent for the nonce ; in copious dressing-gown and fur 
cap ; comfortably mptemng the Earth and her meridians flat 
(ns if Ac had done it), with his left hand ; and with the 
other, and its outstretched finger, asking mankind, ‘ Are not 
you aware, then P* — ‘ Are not we I ’ answers Voltaire by and 
by, with endlem waggeries upon him, though at present so 
reverent. Friedrich, in these same days, writes this Auto- 
graph } which who of men or lions could resist ? 


To Monsieur tk Mmjwrltm, at Paris 

(No data datsabln, .Tun# 1740.) 

* My heart and my inclination excited in me, from the moment I 
mounted the throne, the d«drr of having you here, that you might put 
our Iterliu Academy into the shape you alone are capable of giving it 
(.‘time, then, come ami insert into tida wild crabtree the graft of the 
Sciences, that it may bear fruit Von have shown the Figure of the 
Karl it to mankind ; show also to a King how sweet It 1* to possess such a 
man as you, Monsieur d# Maopertui*,— -Korns tr*t qfvetlanni 

«FWi«jo'(We).* 

This Letter, — how could Mauprtui* prevent some accident 
in such ft cam* ?-• got into the Newspapers; glorious for Fried- 
rich, glorious for Mnujwrtuia ; and roiattt matters to a still 
higher pitch. Mftttprtuis is on the mad, and we shall see 
him before long. 

And Every One Mi get to JJmvm m hit om Way 

Here is another little fact which hod immense renown at 
home and abroad, in those summer months and long after- 
wards. 

* (Km »* », xvii. t. JJJ, The fantastic * F(iWtle,' instead of * FrfdMc,’ la, by 

this time, the common algoature to French better*. 

vou Ul. 


T 
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June 22d, 1740, the G-eistliche JDepartement (Board of Religion, we may 
term it) reports that tlie Roman-Catholic Schools, which have been in use 
these eight years past, for children of soldiers belonging to that per- 
suasion, * are, especially in Berlin, perverted, directly m the teeth ot 
Royal Ordnance, 1732, to seducing Protestants into Catholicism ; an- 
nexed, or ready for annexing, f is the specific Report of Fiscal-General to 
this effect i’— upon which, what would it please his Majesty to direct us 
to do ? 


His Majesty writes on the margin these words, rough and 
ready, which we give with all their grammatical blotches on 
them ; indicating a mind made-up on one subject, which was 
much more dubious then, to most other minds, than it now 


is 


‘Die Meligionen Musen (miissen) alle Tollerirt (tolerirt) werden und 
Mus (muss) der Fiscal nukr (mir) das Auge darauf haben, das (das S )tena 
der andem abrug Tube (Abbruch tbue), den (denn) \hier mus (muss) em 
jeder nach seiner Fasson Selich (Fa^fon. selig) werden. 


Which in English might run as follows : 


‘AH Religions must be tolerated ( Tollerated ), and tbe Fiscal must have 
an eye that none of them make unjust encroachment on the other, for 
in this Country every man must get to Heaven in his own way. 


Wonderful words precious to the then leading spirits, and 
which (the spelling and grammar being mended) flew abroad 
over all the world ; the enlightened Public everywhere answer- 
ing his Majesty, once more, with its loudest ‘ Bravissimo . on 
this occasion. With what enthusiasm of admiring wonder, it 
is now difficult to fancy, after the lapse of sixscore years ! 
And indeed, in regard to all these worthy acts of Human 
Improvement which we are now concerned with, account 
should be held (were it possible) on Priednch’s behalf how 
extremely original, and bright with the splendour of new gold, 
they then were : and how extremely they are fallen dim, by 
general circulation, since that. Account should be held ; and 
yet it is not possible, no human imagination is adequate to it, 
in the times we are now got into. 

1 Preuss, Thronbesteigung , p. 333 > Rodenbeck, in die . 
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Free Press , and Newspapers the best Instructors 

Toleration, in Friedrich’s spiritual circumstances, was per- 
haps no great feat to Friedrich : but what the reader hardly 
expected of him was Freedom of the Press, or an attempt that 
way ! From England, from Holland, Friedrich had heard of 
Free Press, of Newspapers the best Instructors - it is a fact 
that he hastens to plant a seed of that kind at Berlin ; sets 
about it 4 on the second day of his reign,’ so eager is he. 
Berlin had already some meagre Intelligenz-Blatt (Weekly or 
Thrice-Weekly Advertiser), perhaps two; but it is a real 
Newspaper, frondent with genial leafy speculation, and food 
for the mind, that Friedrich is intent upon : a 6 Literary- 
Political Newspaper,’ or were it even two Newspapers, one 
French, one German ; and he rapidly makes the arrangements 
for it ; despatches Jordan, on the second day, to seek some fit 
Frenchman. Arrangements are soon made : a Bookselling 
Printer, Haude, Bookseller once to the Prince-Royal, — whom 
we saw once in a domestic flash-of-lightning long ago, 1 — is 
encouraged to proceed with the improved German article, 
Mercury or whatever they called it ; vapid Formey, a facile 
pen, but not a forcible, is the Editor sought out by J ordan 
for the French one. And, in short, No. 1 of Formey shows 
itself in print within a month; 2 and Haude and he, Haude 
picking-up some grand Editor in Hamburg, do their best for 
the instruction of mankind. 

In not many months, Formey, a facile and learned but 
rather vapid gentleman, demitted or was dismissed ; and the 
Journals coalesced into one, or split into two again ; and went 
I know not what road, or roads, in time coming,: — none that 
led to results worth naming. Freedom of the Press, in the 
case of these Journals, was never violated, nor was any need 

1 Antek, Book vi. ch. 7. 

* ‘2d July 1740’; Preuss, Thronbesteigung, p. 33 °) and Formey, Souvenirs* 
L 107, rectified by the exact Herr Preuss. 
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of them for small purposes, wot or twice writing an article 

himself, of wildly quizzh'id nature, perhaps to be noticed by 
ih when tlu* time come* ; but an* otherwise, except for 
chronological purposes, of the last degree* of insignificance to 
god*, or men, 

* Freedom of the Promt,' says my melancholic Friend, ‘ is 
R iiulile thing i and in certain Nations, at certain epochs, 
produce* gioriou* effects, — chiefly In the revolutionary line, 
when* tlmt im* grown htdisjnsnsahle. Freedom of the Press is 
possible, where every laxly disapprove* the least abuse of it ; 
where the ‘Censorship’ is, as it were, exercised by all the 
world. When the world (as, even in the freest countries, it 
almost irresistibly tends to Income) is no longer in a case to 
exercise that salutary function, and cannot keep-down loud 
unwise M|H*aking, loud unwise persuasion, and rebuke it into 
silence whenever printed, Freedom of the Piths will not 
answer very long, among sane human creatures ■ and indeed, 
in Nations not in an exceptional case, it becomes impossible 
amazingly soon ! * 

All these are phenomena of Fried rich’s first week. Let 
these suffice as sample, in that first kind. Splendid indica- 
tion* surety ; anti shot- forth in swift enough succession, flash 
following flash, upon an attentive world. Betokening, shall 
we say, what interna! sea of splendour, straggling to disclose 
itself,’ protwhly He* in this young King; and how high his 
how** go for mankind anti himself? Yes, surely ;~and 
introducing, we remark withal, the * New Era,’ of Philan- 
thropv. Enlightenment and so much else; with French 
Hev obit tan, and a * world well suicidetl ‘ hanging in the rear ! 
Clearly enough, to this young ardent Friedrich, foremost man 
of hi* Time, and capable of rfota^* its inarticulate or dumb 
aspirings, belongs that questionable honour; and a very 
singular one it would have seemed to Friedrich, l»ad he lived 
to see what it meant ! 

Friedrich's rapidity and activity, in the first months of Us 
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reign, were wonderful to mankind ; as indeed through life he 
continued to be a most rapid and active King. He flies 
about ; mustering Troops, Ministerial Boards, passing Edicts, 
inspecting, accepting Homages of Provinces; — decides and 
does, every day that passes, an amazing number of things. 
Writes many Letters, too; finds moments even for some 
verses ; and occasionally draws a snatch of melody from his 
flute. 

His Letters are copiously preserved ; but, as usual, they 
are in swift official tone, and tell us almost nothing. To his 
Sisters he writes assurances ; to his friends, his Suhms, 
Duhans, Voltaires, eager invitations, general or particular, 
to come to him. £ My state has changed,’ is his phrase to 
Voltaire and other dear intimates ; a tone of pensiveness, at 
first even of sorrow and pathos traceable in it ; 4 Come to 
me ,’ and the tone, in an old dialect, different from Fried- 

rich’s, might have meant, ‘ Pray for me.’ An immense new 
scene is opened, full of possibilities of good and bad. His 
hopes being great, his anxieties, the shadow of them, are 
proportionate. Duhan (his good old Tutor) does arrive, 
Algarotti arrives, warmly welcomed, both : with Voltaire there 
are difficulties ; but surely he too will, before long, manage 
to arrive. The good Suhm, who had been Saxon Minister 
at Petersburg to his sorrow this long while hack, got in 
motion soon enough ; but, alas, his lungs were ruined by the 
Russian climate, and he did not arrive. Something pathetic 
still in those final Letters of Suhm. Passionately speeding 
on, like a spent steed struggling homeward ; he has to pause 
at Warsaw, and in a few days dies there, — in a way mournful 
to Friedrich and us! To Duhan, and Duhan’s children 
afterwards, he was punctually, not too lavishly, attentive; 
in like manner to Suhm’s Nephews, whom the dying man 
had recommended to him.— We will now glance shortly 
at a second and contemporaneous phasis of Friedrich s 
affairs. 
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tnifluh In hr Pmrtirul wUhttl , ttrnl evert/ hi eh a King 

Friedrich in fur indeed from thinking to reduce hia Army, 
ah the Foreign Ktlitor imagine*. On the contrary, he ia, with 
nil industry, increasing it. IIu changed the Fotmlam Oianta 
into four regiment* of the usual stature; he ta huay bargain- 
ing w ith his Brother-in-law of Brunswick, and with other 
nciuhlniHM, for still new regiment* ; — makes up, within the 
few months, Eight Hegimcnts, an increase of, say, 
Ki ooo men. It would apjienr ho means to keep an eye 
ou ' the practicalities withal; means to have a Fighting- 
Apparatus of the Utmost potentiality, for one thing ! Here 

urt lillirr iiulimlittiii* . • 

Wu njtw I Ini Old Damancr, in & ml hour May, speaking 
bwhlr the mark ; and with what Olympian glance, suddenly 
tearless, the new King flashed out ujxm him, knowing nothing 
of ‘ authority ’ that could reside in any IWuer. Nor was 
that a solitary experience ; the like befell wherever needed. 
Heinrich of Schwedt, the 111 Margraf, advancing with jocose 
couKlnwim in ... of old comnd~l.ll., m tto. fin* 
thm* nidi mmmetoA mbutt, and w m wdumd to gravity on 
id sudden : 'M h'm irk KUnig My (knism, I am now 
King ! * a fact which the III Margraf could never get forgotten 
again. lieutenant 4 leneral Bchuteulnirg, too, the didactic 
Hclitilenlmrg, pluming on old familiarity, and willing to 
wipMHit the misfortune of having once condemned u» to 
death, which nolaaiy is now upbraiding him with, rudiat up 
from J jiiMlsberg, unbidden, to j*y his congratulations an 
condolence*, driven bv irresistible exuberance of loyalty . t 
hi. astonishment, he i* reminded (thing cert ‘ , " > 
the thing not known), That an Ota cannot quit to 
without onier; that he, at tin. moment, ought to to * 
t .itodkhvrg ! ' Behulenburg has a hard old military face , b 
dL U a young face too, which to grown unitedly 

> SttuMl, iv. 4* J »’««*» Thrmhtttigmf t *«J> 
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rigorous. Fancy the blank look of little Schulenburg ; the 
light of him snuffed-out in this manner on a sudden. It is 
said he had thoughts of resigning, so indignant was he : no 
doubt he went home to Landsberg gloomily reflective, with 
the pipeclay of his mind in such a ruinous condition. But 
there was no serious anger, on Friedrich’s part ; and he con- 
soled his little Schulenburg soon after, by expediting some 
promotion he had intended him. * Terribly proud young 
Majesty this,’ exclaim the sweet voices. And indeed, if they 
are to have a Saturnian Kingdom, by appearance it will be on 
conditions only ! 

Anticipations there had been, that old unkindnesses against 
the Crown-Prince, some of which were cruel enough, might be 
remembered now : and certain people had their just fears, 
considering what account stood against them; others, vice 
versd , their hopes. But neither the fears nor the hopes 
realised themselves ; especially the fears proved altogether 
groundless. Derschau, who had voted Death in that Copenick 
Court-Martial, upon the Crown-Prince, is continued in his 
functions, in the light of his King’s countenance, as if nothing 
such had been. Derschau, and all others so concerned ; not 
the least question was made of them, nor of what they had 
thought or had done or said, on an occasion once so tragically 
vital to a certain man. 

Nor is reward much regulated by past services to the 
Crown-Prince, or even by sufferings endured for him. 6 Shock- 
ing ingratitude ! ’ exclaim the sweet voices here too, — being of 
weak judgment, many of them ! Poor Katte’s Father, a 
faithful old Soldier, not capable of being more, he does, rather 
conspicuously, make Feldmarschall, make fteichsgraf ; happy, 
could these honours be a consolation to the old man. The 
Miinchows of Ciistrin, — readers remember their kindness in 
that sad time ; how the young boy went into petticoats again, 
and came to the Crown-Prince’s cell with all manner of 
furnishings, — the Miinchows, father and sons, this young 
gentleman of the petticoats among them, he took immediate 
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pains to reward by promotion ; eldest- son was advanced into 
the General Dircotorium ; two younger sons, to Majorship, to 
Captaincy, in their respective Regiments ; him of the petticoats 
‘ he had already taken altogether to himself,’ 1 and of him we 
shall see a glimpse at Wilhelmina’s shortly, as a ‘ milkbeard 
(jeune murium)' in personal attendance on his Majesty. 
This was a notable exception. And in effect there came good 
public service, eminent some of it, from these Munchows in 
their various departments. And it was at length perceived 
to have been, in the main, because they were of visible faculty 
for doing work that they had got work to do; and the 
exceptional case of the Munchows became confirmatory of 
the rule. 

Lieutenant Keith, again, whom we once saw galloping from 
Wesel to save his life in that bad affair of the Crown-Prince’s 
and his, was nothing like so fortunate. lieutenant Keith, by 
speed on that Wesel occasion, and help of Chesterfield’s 
Secretary, got across to England ; got into the Portuguese 
service ; and has there been soldiering, very silently, these ten 
years past,— skin and body wife, though his effigy was cut in 
four quarters and nailed to the gallows at Wesel ; — waiting a 
time that would come. Time being come, Lieutenant Keith 
hastened home ; appealed to his effigy on the gallows ; — and 
was made a Lieutenant-Colonel merely, with some slight 
appendages, as that of Sldhncister (Curator of the Stables) 
and something else ; income still straitened, though enough to 
live upon. 3 Small promotion, in comparison with hope, 
thought the poor Lieutenant ; but had to rest satisfied with 
it; and struggle to understand that perhaps he was fit for 
nothing bigger, and that ho must exert himself to do this 
small thing well. Hardness of heart in high places ! Fried- 
rich, one is glad to see, had not forgotten the poor fellow, 
could he have done better with him. Some ten years hence, 
quite incidentally, there came to Keith, one morning, a fine 

* Preus*, i. 66. 

* PreuM, Frkdrkk mil stinm Verwandtm tmd Frtmdm, p. a8l. 
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purse of money from his Majesty, one pretty gift in Keith’s 
experience much the topic in Berlin, while a certain solemn 
English gentleman happened to be passing that way (whom 
we mean to detain a little by and by), who rejmrts it for us 
with all the circumstances. 1 

Lieutenant Spacn too had got into trouble for the Crown- 
Prince’s sake, though we have forgotten him again ; had 
‘admitted Katte to interviews,’ or we forget what;-— had sat 
his ‘year in Spandau’ in consequence ; been dismissed the 
Prussian service, and had taken service with the Dutch. 
Lieutenant Spaen either did not return at all, or disliked the 
aspects when he did, and immediately withdrew to Holland 
again. Which probably was wise of him. At a late period. 
King Friedrich, then a great King, on one of his Clove 
Journeys, fell in with Spaen ; who had liecome a Dutch 
General of rank, and was of good manners and style of 
conversation : King Friedrich was charmed to see him ; 
became his guest for the night ; conversed delightfully with 
him, about old Prussian matters anti about new ; and in the 
colloquy never once alluded to that interesting passage in his 
young life and Spaen’s. 2 Hard as polished steel ! thinks 
Spaen perhaps ; but, if candid, must ask himself withal, Are 
facts any softer, or the Laws of Kingship to a man that holds 
it ? — Keith silently did his Lieutenant-Colonelcy with the 
appendages, while life lasted: of the Page Keith, his Brother, 
who indeed had blabbed upon the Prince, as we remember, 
and was not entitled to be clamorous, I never heard that there 
was any notice taken ; and figure him to myself as walking 
with shouldered firelock, a private Fusilcer, all his life after- 
wards, with many reflections on things bygone.* 

1 Sir Jonas Han way, Travels t etc. {London, I 7 S 3 )» *t -a* 2, Hate of the Gift 
is 1 7 So. 

* Nicolai, AnMotm, vi. 178. 

1 These and the other Prussian Keiths are all of Scotch extraction J the 
Prussians, In natural German fashion, pronounce their name Kak-it {English 
"Kite" with nothing of the^ in it), m may he worth remembering in a more 
important instances 
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Old friendship, it would seem, is without weight in public 
appointments here : old friends are somewhat astonished to 
find this friend of theirs a King every inchl To old 
comrades, if they were useless, much more if they were worse 
than useless, how disappointing! ‘One wretched Herr’ 
(name suppressed, but known at the time, and talked of, and 
whispered of), ‘ who had, like several others, hoping to rise 
that way, been industrious, in encouraging the Crown-Prince’s 
vices as to women, was so shocked at the return he now met, 
that in despair he hanged himself in Lobe/iin’ (Lobegun, 
Magdeburg Country) : here is a case for the humane ! — 1 
Friend Keyserling himself, ‘ Caesarion ’ that used to be, can 
get nothing, though we love him much ; being an idle topsy- 
turvy fellow with revenues of his own. Jordan, with his 
fine-drawn wit, French logics, Literary Travels , thin exacti- 
tude; what can be done for Jordan? Him also his new 
Majesty loves much; and knows that, without some official 
living, poor Jordan has no resource. Jordan, after some 
waiting and survey, is made ‘ Inspector of the P oor ’ ; — busy 
this Autumn looking out for vacant houses, and arrangements 
for the thousand spinning women ; — continues to be employed 
in mixed literary services (hunting-up of Formey, for Editor, 
was one instance), and to be in much real intimacy. That also 
was perhaps about the real amount of amiable J ordan. To get 
Jordan a living by planting him in some office which he could 
not do ; to warm Jordan by burning our royal bed for him : 
that had not entered into the mind of Jordan’s royal friend. 
The Miinchows he did promote ; the Finks, sons of his tutor 
Finkenstein : to these and other old comrades, in whom he 
had discovered fitness, it is no doubt abundantly grateful to 
him to recognise and employ it. As he notably does, in these 
and in other instances. But before all things he has decided 
to remember that he is King ; that he must accept the severe 
laws of that trust, and do «£, or not have done anything. 

An inverse sign, pointing in the same way, is the passionate 

Kiister, Charactcrziige des etc. von Saldern (Berlin, I 793 )> P* 
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.eorch he i. moking in Foreign Conntric for «u=h m« > « "ill 
„it him. In to name mon h«, for oaarn,, 
him of two Counts Schmettau, in the Austrian Service, with 
whom he had made acquaintance in the Rhine ^paign; of 
a Count von Rothenhurg, whom he saw m the 1‘rencli Camp 
there: and is negotiating to have them if possible Ihe 
Sclimettaua are Prussian by birth, though m Austrian Service ; 
them he obtains under form of an Order home with good 
conditions under it; they came, and proved useful men to 
him! Rothenhurg, a shining kind of figure in Diplomacy as 
well as Soldiership, was Alsatian German, foreign to I n.ssn 
but him too Friedrich obtained, and made much of, as will be 
™Lhio by ami by. Ami in fart the .oul of f «»’“ '“> We 
tendencies in Friedrich, which surely are considerable, is mil 
this That he loves men of merit, and does not love men 
none- that he has an endless appetite for men of merit, and 
feels, ’consciously and otherwise, that they are the one t ung 

«n't tendoiieic, i, like" h. 

their centre nr form, out of "hi* they .tart ^ 
chance of fulfilment;- and we may judge ” J 
directions Friedrich was willing to expand himself, by Uu 
multifarious kinds he was inviting, and negotiating fti. 
Academicians,— and not Maupertuis only, but all manner of 
matliematical geniuses (Euler whom he got, * Graves, uidc, 

S3EL*. "a foiled 

innumerable, first and last. Academicians, Musicians, 1 iayt rs, 

» SZZlln; much more Soldier* and CivibHen u, men : no 
I man that carries any honest * Van do about with him but 
ZZ cxpecTsomo welcome hen-. Which eontinued imni# 
Friedrich’. rcig„ ; oml involved him in much F .* ' 
not always successful in the lower kinds of it. 1 » ‘‘is ( rnirt 
was th/ cynosure of ambitious creatures on the wing, r 
inclined for taking wing: like a lantern kirn l«i m the 
darkness of the world ;-and many owls impinged upon him ; 
whom he had to dismiss with brevity. 
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Perhaps it had been better to stand by mere Prussian or 
German merit, native to the ground ? Or rather, undoubtedly 
it had ! In some departments, as in the military, the 
administrative, diplomatic, Friedrich was himself among the 
best of judges : but in various others he had mainly (mainly, 
by no means blindly or solely) to accept noise of reputation 
as evidence of merit ; and in these, if we compute with rigour, 
his success was intrinsically not considerable. The more 
honour to Mm that he never wearied of trying. ‘ A man 
that does not care for merit,’ says the adage, ‘ cannot himself 
have any.’ But a King that does not care for merit, what 
shall we say of such a King ! — 


Behaviour to his Mother ; to his Wife 

One other fine feature, significant of many, let us notice : 
his affection for his Mother. When his Mother addressed 
him as « Your Majesty,’ he answered, as the Books are careful 
to toll us : ‘ Call me Son ; that is the Title of all others most 
agreeable to me ! ’ Words which, there can be no doubt, 
came from the heart. Fain would he shoot forth to great- 
ness in filial piety, as otherwise ; fain solace himself in doing 
something kind to his Mother. Generously, lovingly; 
though again with clear view of the limits. He decrees for 
her a Title higher than had been customary, as well as more 
accordant with his feelings ; not ‘ Queen Dowager,’ but ‘ Her 
Majesty the Queen Mother.’ He decides to build her a new 
Palace ; ‘ under the Lindens’ it is to be, and of due mag- 
nificence ; in a month or two, he had even got bits of the 
foundation dug, and the Houses to be pulled down bought or 
bargained for ; 1 — which enterprise, however, was renounced, 
no doubt with consent, as the public aspects darkened. 
Nothing in the way of honour, in the way of real affection 
heartily felt and demonstrated, was wanting to Queen Sophie 

i Rikienbeck, p. 15 (30* June— 33d Aug. I 74 °h “ d corteot SteMl1 

(iv. 44)* 
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in her widowhood. But, on the other hand, of public 
influence no vestige was allowed, if any _ was ever 
and the good kind Mother lived in her Monbijou, the cent 
and summit of Berlin society ; and restricted tePjU 
to private matters. She has her domesticities famdy affec 
tions, readings, speculations; gives evenrng parties ‘ ^ 

biiou. One glimpse of her in 1742 we g , . , 

perfectly private royal Lady; which though 1 as 1 
Lanins vet as it is authentic, coming from Biischmgs told, 
LTsSLas one little twinkle in that total dankness, and 
S W1] be left to the reader and his fancy : 

A Count Henkel, . TtoingU. g«to»». 

Berlin; and on tlie 15th A g v Jjy aTk ^ sives it'), * was presented 

punctual Buscking looking into en e supper not kegin- 

1,1, Queen Mother ; who .iLel, gmciou, 

ning till about ten o cloc . . ^ j -i an( i *mt a great many 

«, Henkel ; but in,.shg,« km .good 4 ^,“ 4 'm, ke did net 

Srlsrs r.n» 

abundance of other q g Count von Zinzendorf’ (Founder of 

anecdotes (viel Abenteuerhc e ) ». t day whom her Majesty 

*^**22*** drey were etricfl? 
S?."Sn hA kern. V Making, end our hgk. k 

snuffed out. 

This is one momentary glance I have met with of Queen 
Sophie in her Mi’S 

aid l * - *- 

as to be surprising, is mentioned m the Book . 

1 Biisching’s Btytrdge^ iv. 27. 
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pietistic ways, extremely devout, and _ a maa j g] f ould think of 

came to Berlin about some Sdesmn prop , soinewliat 0 f a lion, on 
lofty melancholic aspect ; and, m seve ’ umes / Came to 

— °™' BookcM ' (- «>» e~r- 

Berlin; and on the 15th Augus ^ ^ . *+\ <■ wa s presented 

punctual Busching looking into en es ^ supper; supper not begin- 
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ning till about ten o clock. dea j an d put a great many 

to Henkel; but investigated bam a good deai^an p ^ did not 
questions/ not quite easy to answer m 3 ? What Preachers he 

was acquainted with miieuin. notes Busching). ‘And 

(covertly alluding to t e eaj i recounted many fantastic 

abundance of other 9**™** ^gunt von Ztoendorf’ (Founder of 
anecdotes (yiel Abenteuerhches ) that day, whom her Majesty 

tot toy were sMcdy 

«jv-5.*3St?S5Si ~ * —■ * - - *“ ■ 
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”sr szJ * ** * 80 *■* 

L to be surprising, is meutioned in the Becks. 

i Buschine’s Btytrdge , iv. 27* 
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^Actual 4 ' painful sorrow about bis Father, much more any 
new outburst of weeping and lamenting, is not on record, 
after that first morning. Time does its work ; and in such 
a whirl of occupations, sooner than elsewhere : and the loved 
Dead lie silent in their mausoleum in our hearts, — serenely 
sad as Eternity, not in loud sorrow as of Time. Friedrich 
was pious as a Son, however he might be on other heads. 1o 
the last years of his life, as from the first days of his reign, 
it was evident in what honour he held Friedrich Wilhelms 
memory ; and the words e my Father,’ when they turned-up 
in discourse, had in that fine voice of his a tone which the 
observers noted. 4 To his Mother he failed no day, when in 
Berlin, however busy, to make his visit ; and he never spoke 
to her, except hat in hand.’ 

With his own Queen, Friedrich still consorts a good deal, 
in these first times ; is with her at Charlottenburg, Berlin, 


Potsdam, lteinsberg, for a day or two, as occasion gives; 
sometimes at lleinsberg for weeks running, in the intervals ot 
war and business : glad to be at rest amid his old pursuits, 
by the side of a kind innocent being familiar to him. So it 
lasts for a length of time. But these happy intervals we 
can remark, grow rarer ; whether the Lady’s humour, as they 
became rarer, might not sink withal, and produce an accelera- 
tion in the rate of decline ? She was thought to be capable 
of « pouting if aire lafacMe ),’ at one period ! We are left to 
our guesses ; there is not anywhere the smallest whisper to 
guide us. Deep silence reigns in all Prussian Books.— lo 
feel or to suspect yourself neglected, and to become wore 
amiable thereupon (in which course alone lies hope), is dithcul 
for any Queen ! Enough, we can observe these meetings, 
within two or three years, have become much rarer; and 
perhaps about the end of the third or fourth year, they 
altogether cease; and pass merely into the formal character. 
In which state they continued fixed, liable to noi uncertainty, 
and were transacted, to the end of Fnednc s e, 
inflexible regularity as the annual reviews were. This is a 
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curious section of his life; which there ^ 

P there is yet no thought ol it any 

tumties of noticing. But t J f W t t v e contrary 

where, nor for years to come ; though fables to the com 

were once current in books. 

No Change m Ms Father's Method, or MmMries 
In the old mode of Administration * £*«*£ 

Government Boor^, he made no^ Mg a<In>i „ b , c to Fried- 

trative methods of his wi continue to be so- 

rich, who knows them also Friedrich knows, and 

These men of his Fathers, t , in men be is 

that they were well chosen. n ^ at pre sent. One 

inclined to make the minimum named Eckart, who 

Finance Hofrath of a projec mg Friedrich Wilhelm, and 
had abused the last weak years ^ this Ecka rt 
much afflicted mankind by the torn* h _ found the 

Friedrich appointed a c0 “"^ t dismissed him with 

public right in regard to Eckar^ Minister Boden, 

ignominy, not with - ^^“SUment, who had 
on the contrary, hig Friedrich found to be a good 

also been much grumbled at Mr advanced 

man: and Friedrich not only retain^ , him in 

bim; and done, his care 

time coming. His Jove P his late Father’s had 

of thrift, seemed almos g the other Depart- 

been, -to the disappointment of ^ on ^ hereto- 

ments, Podewils, Thu meyer an ^ ^ young King doing 
fore ; — only in genera wi Valori ‘ mon gros Valori 

more himself than had been njthim we fhall W 

(my fat Valori),’ ^.““^^Zssia: ‘He begins 

r;;"i°hy an ^“tiwSvL:; 

* t etc. 
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the Deceased,’ 1 — no change made, where it evidently is not 
for the better. 

Friedrich’s ‘Three principal Secretaries of State,’ as we 
should designate them, are very remarkable. Three Clerks he 
found, or had known of, somewhere in the Public Offices ; and 
now took, under some advanced title, to be specially his own 
Private Clerks : three vigorous long-headed young fellows, 

‘ Eichel, Schuhmacher, Lautensack’ the obscure names of 
them ; 2 * * * out of whom, now and all along henceforth, he got 
immensities of work in that kind. They lasted all his life ; 
and, of course, grew ever more expert at their function. 
Close, silent; exact as machinery: ever ready, from the 
smallest clear hint, marginal pencilmark, almost from a glance 
of the eye, to clothe the Royal Will in official form, with the 
due rugged clearness and thrift of words. ‘ Came punctually 
at four in the morning in summer, five in winter ; ’ did daily 
the day’s work ; and kept their mouths well shut. A very 
notable Trio of men ; serving his Majesty and the Prussian 
Nation as Principal Secretaries of State, on those cheap 
terms; — nay, almost as Houses of Parliament with Standing 
Committees and appendages, so many Acts of Parliament 
admittedly rather wise, being passed daily by his Majesty’s 
help and theirs ! — Friedrich paid them rather well ; they saw 
no society ; lived wholly to their work, and to their own 
families. Eichel alone of the three was mentioned at all by 
mankind, and that obscurely ; an ‘ abstruse, reserved, long- 
headed kind of man ’ ; and ‘ made a great deal of money 
in the end,’ insinuates Biisching, 8 no friend of Friedrich’s 
or his. 

In superficial respects, again, Friedrich finds that the 
Pr ussian King ought to have a King’s establishment, and 
maintain a decent splendour among his neighbours, — as is 

1 Mimoires des Negotiations du Marquis de Vatori (k Paris, 1820), i. 20 ( f June 

13th, 1740’). A valuable Book, which we shall often have to quote : edited in 

a lamentably ignorant manner. 

» Rodenbeck, 15th June 174°- * Beytrdge, v. 238, etc. 

vol. in. u 
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not quite the ease at present. In this ^ respect lie does make 
changes. A certain quantity of new Pages, new Goldsticks ; 
some considerable, not too considerable, new-furbishing of 
the Royal Household, — as it were, a fair coat of new paint, 
with gilding not profuse, — brought it to the right pitch for 
this King. About ‘ a hundred and fifty’ new figures of the 
Page and Goldstick kind, is the reckoning given. 1 So many 
of these ; and there is an increase of 1 6,000 to one’s Army 
going on : that is the proportion noticeable. In the facts 
as Ids Father left them Friedrich persisted all his life; in 
the semblances or outer vestures he changed, to this extent 
for the present.-— These are the Phenomena of Friedrich’s 
Accession, noted by us. 

•' Readers see there is radiance enough, perhaps slightly in 
excess, but of intrinsically good quality, in the Aurora of this 
new Reign. A brilliant valiant young King ; much splendour 
of what we could call a gvkkn or soft nature (visible in those 
< New Km’ doings of his, in those strong affections to Ids 
Friends) ; and also, what we like almost better in him, some- 
thing of a attd-brighi or stellar splendour (meaning, dearness 
of eyesight, intrepidity, severe loyalty to fad), — which is a 
fine addition to the softer element, and will keep it and its 
l philanthropies and magnanimities well under rule. Such a 
man is rare in this world ; how extremely ram such a man 
horn King i He is swift and he is persistent ; sharply 
discerning, fearless to resolve and perform ; carries his great 
endowments lightly, as if they were not heavy to him. He 
has known hard misery, been taught by stripes ; a light 

stoicism sits gracefully on him. 

/What he will grow to?’ Probably to something con- 
siderable. Very certainly to something far shod of his 
aspirations ; far different from his own hojies ; and the world « 
concerning him. It is not we, it is Father 'lime that does 
the controlling and fulfilling of our ho*** ; and strange work 
* G$wkkkt*t I# 3$$* 
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he makes of them and ns. For example, has not Friedrich's 
grand ‘ New Em, 1 inaugurated by him in a week, with the 
leading spirits all adoring, issued since in French Revolution 
anti a ‘world well suicided, 1 — the leading spirits much thrown- 
ont in consequence ! New Era has gone to great lengths since 
Friedrich’s time; and the leading spirits do not now adore 
it, hut yawn over it, or worse ! Which changes to us the then 
aspect of Friedrich, and his epoch and his aspirations, a good 
deal. — On the whole, Friedrich will go his way, Time and the 
leading spirits going theirs ; and, like the rest of us, will grow 
to what he can. 1 1 is actual size is not great among the 
Kingdoms : his outward resources are rather to be called 
small. The Prussian Dominion at that date is, in extent, 
about Four-fifths of an England Proper, and perhaps not one- 
fifth so fertile : subject Population is well under Two Millions 
and a Half ; Revenue not much above One Million Sterling, 1 
— very small, were not thrift such a vcctigal. 

'Hus young King is magnanimous ; not much to be called 
ambitious, or not in the vulgar sense almost at all, — strange 
as it may sound to readers. His hopes at this time are many ; 
— and among them, I perceive, there is not wanting secretly, 
In spite of his experiences, some hope that he himself may be 
a good deal * happier 1 than formerly. Nor is there any 
ascetic humour, on his part, to forbid trial. He is much 
determined to try. Probably enough, as we guess and gather, 
his agreeahlest anticipations, at this time, were of Reinsbcrg : 
How, in the intervals of work well done, he would live there 
wholly to the Muses ; have his chosen spirits round him, his 
colloquies, his suppers of the gods. Why not ? There might 
he a King of Intellects conceivable v» ithal ; protecting, cherish- 
ing, practically guiding the chosen Illuminative Souls of this 
world. A new Charlemagne, tire smallest new Charlemagne 

* The exact ttatlitle cipher ft# at Friedrich 1 ! Accession i Prussian T$rritorm $ 
f *37$ tquare mile* German {$6,875 KngHth) $ Population > a, 340*000 J Annual 
7,37 1,707 thaler* 7 groichen (1,105,756/* without the pence). See 
Preuas, Bmk furjtdirmann % i 49 j Sternal, III, 692 j etc. 
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of spiritual type, with his Paladins round W »; ; 
how salutary in the dim generations now gomg * “ . fj ul 
were hope, which proved signally futile »W*« ^ ^ 
not grant these at all ^granted, in us own ha*t way, other 
things instead. But, all along, the afe-element, « * ^ 
though Friedrich took it kindly and never complained, was 

xingenial to Huch a man, 

•tau of . E r i, «. w. 

to «lmpn himmdf and hw Actl ')\ lW r0 ** oxtwiaUy awful moaning** 

once : 'In an older earnest Tim*, w 2 «.v S muck Z 

of this Universe had not yet sun * . hvimerlsles carefully regulated, 
into levities or into mendacities, into huge > F , mt , Y ml ww ,ted 

-so luminous, vivid and ingenuous a young « (u ^ ^ bni , ho 

divine ^"*\ n n ^K 3 iU 0 r B<^ the highest man of us is horn 

SeTJhis Contemporaries ; struggle £ he SE** 

the family likeness. By ^ ^eliy resemble, if you do not 

T^HwFkSe deling you can't get out l-Masl surely, if there do 
directly , Bk© we lUrling* Y lUmmtim* mud iwnrlili m m 

fell manna from Jn d g . , t htm *& and well. Falling 

C -.«»> ««; ifr»» 55 r £ 

OUOMI, oata"** “»> F”" ta ™ml ' ,1,-r Into 

'Vnlitppy wml.i i)i«« Iffl ' „ W 1 ,H 0 wfc they hove boon livitipim 
them. Imteiid g ;-or partint*, like 

in contemptuous, barren, mocking |«»mo , * *of H{>lr ituat diet 

joys ;—let your sou« RO O , dreadful « Sham Christian Dispense- 

olr ? V« ™,r O. a Of 

StahWralh Center,. Won.ltr roth.r et th. 4w« «l >»r*« It hot I , 
SKE. i, kol. offll or, to b. mot with ta “ ” 

tmw Jt autina* In that way »— nothing §1*» to ht hart in wt 

2S“ TaL? WM*% «•*** V « !t ^ S Cl " amm » 
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Pranklins/^Soiseuls : there is an effective stroke of work, a fine fire of 
heroic pride, in this man and the other ; not yet extinguished hy spiritual 
famine or slow-poison j so robust is Nature the mighty Mother ! 

t But in general, that sad Gospel, “Souls extinct. Stomachs well alive ! 
is the credible one, not articulately preached, hut practically believed by 
the abject generations, and acted on as it never was before. What 
immense sensualities there were, is known ; and also (as some small offset, 
though' that has not yet begun in 1740) what immense quantities of 
Physical Labour and contrivance were got out of mankind, in that Epoch 
and down to this day. As if, having lost its Heaven, it had struck 
desperately down into the Earth j as if it were a Jeuuer-kind, and not a 
mankind any more. We had once a Barbarossa ; and a world all grandly 
true. But from that to Karl vi. , and his Holy Romish Reich in such a 
state of “Holiness”— !’— I here cut-short my abstruse Friend. 

Readers are impatient to have done with these miscellaneous 
preludings, and to be once definitely under way, such a 
Journey lying ahead. Yes, readers ; a Journey indeed ! 
And, at this point, permit me to warn you that, where the 
ground, where Dryasdust and the Destinies, yield anything 
humanly illustrative of Friedrich and his Work, one will have 
to linger, and carefully gather it, even as here. Large tracts 
occur, bestrewn with mere pedantisms, diplomatic cobwebberies, 
learned marine-stores, and inhuman matter, over which we 
shall have to skip emptyhanded: this also was among the 
sad conditions of our Enterprise, that it has to go now too 
slow and again too fast ; not in proportion to natural im- 
portance of objects, but to several inferior considerations withal. 
So busy has perverse Destiny been on it ; perverse Destiny, 
edacious Chance ; — and the Dryasdusts, too, and Nightmares, 
in Prussia as elsewhere, we know how strong they are ! 

Friedrich’s character in old age has doubtless its curious 
affinities, its disguised identities, with these prognostic features 
and indications of his youth : and to our readers, — if we do 
ever get them to the goal, of seeing Friedrich a little with 
their own eyes and judgments, — there may be pleasant 
contrasts and comparisons of that kind in store, one day. But 
the far commoner experience (which also has been my own), 
— here is Smelfungus’s stem account of that : 
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‘Mv friend, you will be luckier than I, if, after ten years, not to say, 
in a sense, twenty years, thirty years, of reading and rummaging m those 
sad Prussian Books, ancient and new (which often are laudably authentic, 
too, and exact as to details), you can gather any character whatever o 
Friedrich, in any period of his life, or conceive him as a Human Entity 
at all ! It is strange, after such thousandfold writing, but it is true, his 
History is considerably unintelligible to mankind at this hour; e 
chaotic, enigmatic, in a good many points, -the military part of it 
alone being brought to clearness, and rendered fairly conceivable and 
credible to those who will study. And as to the Man himself, or what 
his real Physiognomy can have been-! -Well, it must be owned few 
men were of such rapidity of face and aspect ; so difficult to seize e 
features of. In his action, too, there was such rapidity, such secrecy, 
suddenness : a man that could not be read, even by the candid, except 
as in flashes of lightning. And then the anger of bystanders, uncandi , 
who got hurt by him ; the hasty malevolences, the stupidities, the 
opacities: enough, in modem times, what is saying much perhaps no 
man’s motives, intentions, and procedure have been more belied, mis- 
understood, misrepresented, during his life. Nor, I think, since that, 
have many men fared worse, by the Limner or Biographic class, the 
favourable to him and the unfavourable ; or been so smeared of an 
blotched of, and reduced to a mere blur and dazzlement of crosshghts, 
incoherences, incredibilities, in which nothing, not so much as a human 
nose, is clearly discernible by way of feature [’-Courage, reader, never- 
theless ; on the above terms let us march according to promise. 


CHAPTER II 

THE HOMAGING-S 

Young Friedrich, as Ms Father had done, considers it un- 
necessary to be crowned. Old Friedrich, first, of the. name, 
and of the King series, we did see crowned, with a pinch of 
snuff tempering the solemnities. That Coronation once well 
done suffices all his descendants Mtherto. Such an expense 

of money, of diluted mendacity too ! Such haranguing, 

gesturing, symbolic fugling, all grown half-false avoid 
lying, even with your eyes, or knees, or the coat upon your 
back, so far as you easily can ! 

Nothing of Coronation : but it is thought needful to have 
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the (Homagings) done, the Fealties sworn; and 
the young Majesty in due course goes about, or gives 
directions, now here now there, in his various Provinces, get- 
ting that accomplished. But even in that, Friedrich is by no 
means strait-laced or punctilious ; does it commonly by 
Deputy: only in three places, Kbnigsberg, Berlin, Cleve, 
does he appear in person. Mainly by deputy ; and always 
with the minimum of fuss, and no haranguing that could be 
avoided. Nowhere are the old Stdnde (Provincial Parlia- 
ments) assembled, now or afterwards : sufficient for this and 
for every occasion are the * Permanent Committees of the 
Stdnde nor is much speaking, unessential for despatch of 
business, used to these. 


* Stllnde, — of Rittersehaft mainly, of Gentry small and great,— existed 
once in all those Countries, as elsewhere,’ says one Historian ; ‘ and some 
of them, in Preussen, for examplo, used to he rather loud, and inclined 
to turbulence, till the curb, from a judicious bridle-hand, would admonish 
them. But, for a long while past,— especially since the Groat Elector s 
time, who got an "Excise Law" passed, or the foundations of a good 
Excise Law laid *, 1 and, what with Excise, what with Domain-harms, had 
a fixed Annual Budget, which he reckoned fair to both parties,-they 
have been dying out for want of work ; and, under Friedrich Wilhelm, 
may be said to have gone quite dead. What work was left for them . 
Prussian Budget is fixed, many tilings are fixed : why talk of them 
farther? The Prussian King, nothing of a fool like certain others, 
which indeed is the cardinal point, though my Author does not say so,— 
‘is respectfully aware of the facts round him; and can listen to the 
rumours too, so far as he finds good. The King sees himself terribly 
interested to get into the right course in all things, and avoid the wrong 
one ! Probably he does. In his way, seek “ wise Advice concerning the 
arduous matters of the Kingdom” ; nay, I believe ho is diligent to have it 
of the wisest :-who knows It Stllnde would always give it wiser , especially 
Stand* in the haranguing condition ? ’-Enough, they «e not applied to. 
There is no Freedom in that Country. 'No freedom to apeak of, con- 
tinues he: ‘but I do a little envy them their Fixed Budget, and some 
other things. What pleasure there can ho in having your household 
arrangemeSs tumbled into disorder every new Year, by a new-contnved 
scale of expenses for you, I never could ascertain 1 _____ 

» preuM, iv. 43® ; and Thronbesteigung, pp. 379 _ 3®3* 
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Friedrich is not the man to awaken Parliamentary sleep- 
ing-dogs well settled by his Ancestors. Once or twice, out of 
Preussen, in Friedrich Wilhelm’s time, there was heard some 
whimper, which sounded like the beginning of a bark. But 
Friedrich Wilhelm was on the alert for it : Are you coming 
in with your Nie Pozwalam (your Liberum Veto), then ? 
None of your Polish vagaries here. 6 Tout le pays sera mine 
(the whole Country will be ruined),’ say you? (Such had 
been the poor Marshal or Provincial Speaker’s Remonstrance 
on one occasion) : * I don’t believe a word of that. But I do 
believe the Government by Junkers ’ (Country Squires) ‘ and 
Nie Pozwalam will be ruined,’— as it is fully meant to be! 

< I am establishing the King’s Sovereignty like a rock ot 
bronze (Ich stabilire die Souverainetdt wie einen Rocker von 
Bronze); some extremely strong kind of rock! 1 This was 
one of Friedrich Wilhelm’s marginalia in response to such a 
thing; and the mutinous whimper died out again. Parlia- 
mentary Assemblages are sometimes Collective Wisdoms, but 
by no means always so. In Magdeburg we remember what 
trouble Friedrich Wilhelm had with his unreasonable Ritters. 
Ritters there, in their assembled capacity, had the Reich be- 
hind them, and could not be dealt with like Preussen : but 
Friedrich Wilhelm, by wise slow methods, managed Magde- 
burg too, and reduced it to silence, or to words necessary for 
despatch of business. 

Tn each Province, a Permanent Committee, chosen, I 
suppose, by King and Knights assenting ; chosen I know not 
how, but admitted to be wisely chosen, — represents the once 
Parliament or Stdnde ; and has its potency for doing good 
service in regard to all Provincial matters, from roads and 
bridges upwards, and is impotent to do the least harm. 
Roads and bridges. Church matters, repartition of the Land- 
dues, Army matters, — in fact they are an effective non- 
haranguing Parliament, to the King’s Deputy in every such 

1 Forster, b. iii. ( Urkundenbuck , i. 50) ; Preuss, iv. 420 «. ‘Nit Pozwalam ’ 
(the formula of Liberum Veto) signifies ‘ I Don’t Permit 1’ 
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Province ^ well calculated to illuminate and forward his 
subaltern Amtme n and him. Nay, we observe it is oftenest 
in the way of gifts and solacements that the King articulately 
communicates with these Committees or their ftitterschafts. 
Projects for draining of Bogs, for improved Highways, for 
better Husbandry; loans granted them. Loan- Banks estab- 
lished for the Province’s behoof : — no need of parliamentary 
eloquence on such occasions, but of something far different. 

It is from this quiescent, or busy but noiseless kind of 
Stande and Populations that Friedrich has his HuUigung to 
take;— and the operation, whether done personally or by 
deputy, must be an abundantly simple one. He, for his 
part, is fortunate enough to find everywhere the Sovereignty 
established ; « rock of bronze’ not the least shaken in his tune. 
He will graciously undertake, by Written Act, which is read 
before the Stande, King or King’s Deputy witnessing there, 

‘ To maintain the privileges ’ of his Stande and Populations ; 
the Stande answer, on oath, with lifted hand, and express in- 
vocation of Heaven, That they will obey him as true subjects: 
And so, — doubtless with something of dining superadded, but 
no whisper of it put on record,— the HuUigung will every- 
where very quietly transact itself. _ . 

The HuUigung itself is nothing to us, even with Friedrich 
there, — as at Konigsberg, Berlin, Cleve, the three exceptiona 
places. To which, nevertheless, let us briefly attend him, tor 
the sake of here and there some direct glimpse we may get of 
the then Friedrich’s actual physiognomy and ways. Other 
direct view, or the chance of such, is not conceded us out of 
those sad Prussian Books ; which are very full on this of the 
Huldigung, if silent on so many other points. 

Friedrich accepts the Homages, personally, in Three Plates 

To Konigsberg is his first excursion on this errand. Preus- 
sen has perhaps, or may be suspected of having, some remnants 
i Preuss, Thronbesteigung, p. 382. 
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of sour hwmonrs left in it* nnd remembrances of Mimk with 
haranguing^ and even mutinies: there, if anywhere, the King 
in person may do good on such an occasion- He left Berlin, 
July 7th, bound thitherward ; here is Note of that first Royal 
Tour, — specimen of several hundreds such, which he had to do 
in the course of the next Forty-five years. 

■ {-Yiemi Algarottl, charming talker, attended him ; who else, official 
and non-official, ask not. The Journey is to ho circuitous ; to combine 
various businesses, and also to have its amusements. I hey went by 
nutria; glancing at old known Country, winch is at its greenest m tins 
season. By Ciistrin, across the Nounu.rk, into lWnem ; alter that hy 
an intricate winding route ; reviewing regiments, inspecting garrisons, 
now here now there ; doing all manner of iusprelmu*; talking 1 know 
not What; oftanert lodging with favoured Generals, if >t jnjjtod. 1 »*■ 
Unco to Konigsberg, hy tho direct road, is about tm miles, by tils 
winding one, it must have been IKK) t Journey thither took nmo da>s in 
all. tlhlhiuely through t'ommorn, almost to the coast of the mltn , 
their ultimatum there a place relied Cftalln, where they reviewed with 
atrlotneaa,— omitting Oolberg, * small Se»,tortress not far rearward, 
time being short Them* into Wert-Pnuwn, *«*« * f 
and swiftly across that; keeping Uanteig and its noise* wide enough to 
the left: one night in Boland; and the nest they art in OsHWwcn, 
place called Uebstadt, again on immo-grouml. and diligently reviewing 

tlww 

•The review at Uebstadt is remarkable in this. That the regiments, 
one regiment especially, not Wing what was fit, a certain Grenadier 
Captain got cashiered on tho spot ; and the old Commandant htmwdl waa 
Jn after pensioned, and more gently rent hU way*. «o » rlct to Id* 
Majesty. Contrariwise, he found UeutenanMlenorel von Kelt* a Garri- 
son, at Angerburg, neat day, la a very high perfection ; and < olonet 
Poaadowaky'a regiment specially *o ; with which latter gentleman be 
lodged that night, and made him farther happy hy the Onter Merit : 
Colonel IWowsky, Oarrlson of Angerburg. far off in hswt-1 remount, 
Chevalier of tli« Order of Merit henceforth, if w« ever meet him again. 
To the good old UeutenanWJeneml von Katie, who no doubt dined with 
them, his Majesty handed, on tho same occasion, a Patent «f held- 
marachall intends soon to make him Graf; and did it, as reader* 
know. Both Colonel and General attended him thenceforth, still by a 
circuitous route, to Kftnlgsbcrg, to assist in the aotomntUe* there. By 
Qumbixmen, by Trukehnw*,— Ihti Stud c*f T mk®hmm : tH*t ***** "** 
Majesty saw, and made review of; not without emotion, we can fancy, »» 
the sleek colt* were trotted out on there new term* ! At Trakehneu, 
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itatte and the Colonel would be his Majesty’s guests, for the night they 
stayed. This is their extreme point eastward ; Konigsberg now lies a 
good way west of them. But at Trakehnen. they turn ; and, Saturday 
16th July 1740,, after another hundred miles or so, along the pleasant 
valley of the Pregel, get to Konigsberg : ready to begin business on 
Monday morning, — on Sunday if necessary/ 1 

On Sunday there did a kind of memorability occur : The 
Huldigungs-Predigt (Homage Sermon) by a Reverend Herr 
Quandt, chief Preacher there. Which would not be worth 
mentioning, except for this circumstance that his Majesty 
exceedingly admired Quandt, and thought him a most 
Demosthenic genius, and the best of all the Germans. 
Quandt’s text was in these words : * Thine are we , David , 
and on thy side , thou Son of Jesse ; Peace , peace he unto theej 
and peace he to thine helpers ; for thy God helpeth thee / 2 
Quandt began, in a sonorous voice, raising his face with 
respectful enthusiasm to the King, 6 Thine are we, 0 Fried- 
rich, and on thy side, thou Son of Friedrich Wilhelm ; ’ and 
so went on : sermon brief, sonorous, compact, and sticking 
close to its text. Friedrich stood immovable, gazing on the 
eloquent Demosthenic Quandt, with admiration heightened 
by surprise ;> — wrote of Quandt to Voltaire ; and, with 
sustained enthusiasm, to the Public long afterwards; and to 
the end of his days was wont to make Quandt an exception, 
if perhaps almost the only one, from German barbarism, and 
disharmony of mind and tongue. So that poor Quandt 
cannot ever since get entirely forgotten, but needs always to 
be raked up again, for this reason when others have ceased ; 
an almost melancholy adventure for poor Quandt and 
Another ! — 

The Huldigung was rather grand ; Harangue and Counter- 
Harangue permitted to the due length, and proper festivities 
following : but the Stande could not manage to get into 
vocal covenanting or deliberating at all ; Friedrich before 

1 From Preuss, Thronbestcigungy pp. 382, 3 8 5 i Rodenbeck, p. 16, etc. 

2 1 Chronicles xii. 18. 
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leaving Berlin had answered their hint or request that 
in these words : ‘We axe likewise gracious y ^d tp give 
to the said Stdnde, before their Homaging, the same 
which they got from our Herr Father’s Majesty, who 1 
with God,’— general assurance that their, and everyjj^, 
‘Rights shall be maintained’ (as we see they a ), 
which, it is hoped (hqffentlich), they will be content, and g 
to peace upon this matter (sick dabei beruhgen werden). It 

^dS^avfaway much com here; that is, opened Ms 

measures, here as in other places, or rei reader 

there was. Of the illuminations never so 

shall hear nothing. A ‘Torch-Procession of the Stu^enfr 
turned out a pretty thing :-Students marching with torches 
with fine wind-music, regulated enthusiasm, fine succinct 
address to Ms Majesty; and all the world escorting, with 
its ‘Live Forever!’ Friedrich gave the Students a 
Gelag (Banquet of Liquors),’ how arranged I do not know, 
and to the Speaker of the Address, a likely 
with Von to Ms name, he offered an Ensigncy of Foot ( m 
Camas’s Fusileer Regiment,’— Camas now gone o '> 

embassying), which was joyfully accepted. Joyfully accepted 
—and 7 it turned out well for all parties; the young gentle- 
man having risen, where merit was the rule of "sing, a 
become Gmf and Lieutenant-General, in the course of the 

ne Huldfgu^ S "and Torch-Procession over, the Royal Party 
dashed rapidly off, next morning (21st July), homewards by 
the shortest route; and, in three days more, by Frankfurt- 
on-Oder (where a glimpse of General Schwenn, a favourite 
General, was to be had), were safe in Berlin ; received with 
acclamation, nay, with ‘blessings and even tears some say, 
after this pleasant Fortnight’s Tour, General Schwenn, it is 
rumoured, will be made Feldmarschall straightway, the 

1 Preuss, ThronUsteigung, p. 380* * P ‘ 
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Miinchows are getting so promoted as we said ; edicts are 
coming out, much, business speeding forward, and the tongues 
of men keep wagging. 

Berlin Huldigung , — and indeed, by Deputy, that of nearly 
all the other Towns, — was on Tuesday August 2d. At 
Berlin his Majesty was present in the matter: hut, except 
the g azin g multitudes, and hussar regiments, ranked in the 
Schloss-Platz and streets adjoining, there was little of notable 
in it; the upholstery arrangements thrifty in the extreme. 
His Majesty is prone to thrift in this of the Huldigung, as 
would appear ; perhaps regarding the affair as scenic merely. 
Here, besides this of Berlin, is another instance just occurring. 

It appears, the Quedlinburg people, shut out from the light 
of the actual Royal Countenance, cannot do their Homaging 
by Deputy, without at least a Portrait of the King and of the 
Queen: How manage? asks the Official Person. ‘Have a 
couple of Daubs done in Berlin, three guineas apiece ; send 

them these,’ answers the King l 1 . 

Here in the Berlin Schloss, scene the Large Hall within 
doors, there is a ‘ platform raised three steps; and °n this, 
bv way of a kind of throne, an arm-chair covered with old 
black velvet ; 1 the whole surmounted by a canopy also of oh 
black velvet : not a sublime piece of upholstery ; but reckoned 
adequate. Friedrich mounted the three steps ; stood before 
the old ehair, his Princes standing promiscuously behind , 
his Ritters in quantity, in front and to right and left, on 
floor. Some Minister of the Interior explains suitably, imt a.t 
too great length, what they are met for; some junior Official, 
iunior but of quality, responded briefly, for himself an 
order, to the effect, ‘Yea, truly:’ the Huldigungr-Urhunde 

(Deed of Homage) was then read by the proper demand 

the Ritters all swore; audibly, with lifted han . 
the Ritter Huldigung. 

i ‘ On doit fair t barbouilhr do motivates cofUs h Berlin, la files d 20 tcu^ 
Fa.* Preuss, ii. ( Urkundenbuch , s. 222). 
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Hi* Majesty then steps out to the Balcony, for Oath ami 

Homage of the general Population. General jmpulation gave 
its oath, aiul ‘ three great shouts over and above. 1 * K t Mas 
der A'imiff!' thrice, with all their throats. Upon which a 
shower of Medals, ‘ Homage-Medals, 1 gold and silver (quantity 
not mentioned) rained down upon them in due succession ; 
and were scrambled for, in the usual way. ‘His Majesty,’ 
they write, and this is perhaps the one point worth notice, 
‘Id's Majesty, contrary to custom and to etiquette, remained 
on the Balcony, some time after the ceremony, perhaps a 
full half-hour; 1 — silent there, ‘with his look fixed atten- 
tively on the immeasurable multitude Indore the Schloss ; 
and seemed sunk in deep reflection {iklrmhtnng ) ; an 
almost awfully eloquent though inarticulate phenomenon to 
his Majesty, that of those multitudes scrambling and liu/./ah- 
ing there l 1 

These, with the Clcve one, are all the Ilomngings Fried- 
rich was personally present at; the others he did hy Deputy, 
all in one day (2d August); and without fuss. Scenic 
matters these ; in which, except where he can, as in the 
Kbnigxtwrg ease, combine inspections mid grave busimwi** 
with them, he takes no interest. However, he is miw, for 
the sake chiefly of inspections and other real object*, In-nt on 
& Journey to Cleve the fellow of that to Kontgslmrg : 
Kttnigsberg, Preussen, the easternmost outlying wing of hi* 
long straggling Dominion* ; and then Cleve-Jiilieh, its couuter- 
part on the south-wextem side,-— there also, with such con- 
tingcncies hanging over Cleve-Ji'dich, it were proja r to make 
some mustering of the Frontier garrisons and affair*.* His 
Majesty so purposes : and we purpose again to accompany,-™ 
not for ins(>ection and mustering, but for an unexpected 

1 Pwm, ThmifaMgtmgt p, 38#* 

* In regard to the Day of HutUgmf at Clef®, which happM? h mi of tfc# 
feast moment to us, Preuts { 7 hr»nkttHgtmg % p, 390) and ih$ 4 m'Cmhkhu 
(L 4&3) seem to be in flat contradict ion* 
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muson. * 74 The grave Journey to Clcve has an appendage, or 
comic side-piece, hanging to it ; more than one appendage ; 
which the reader must not miss !— Before setting out, read 
these two Fractions, snatched from the Diplomatist Waste- 
bag ; looking well, we gain there some momentary view of 
Friedrich on the business side. Of Friedrich, and also of 
Another : 

Sunday 14th August 1740, Dickons, who has boon reporting hitherto 
in a favourable, though in a languid exoteric manner, not being in any 
height of favour, England or ho, — had express Audience of his Majesty; 
being summoned out to Potsdam for that end : ‘ Sunday evening, about 
7 p.m.,'— Majesty intending to be off on the Clevo Journey tomorrow. 
Lit us accompany Dickens. Readers may remember, George h. has been 
at Hanover for some weeks past ; Bielfold diligently grinning euphemisms 
and courtly graciositles to him ; Truchsoss hinting, on opportunity, that 
there are perhaps weighty businesses in the rear ; which, however, on 
the Britannic side, seem loath to start. Britannic Majesty is much at a 
loss about bis Spanish War, so dangerous for kindling France and the 
whole world upon him. In regard to which Prussia might he so im- 
portant, for or against- This, in compressed form, is what Dickens 
witnesses at Potsdam that Sunday evening from 7 p.m. : 

< Audience lasted above an hour : King turned directly upon business ; 
wishes to have “Categorical Answers" as to Three Points already 
submitted to his Britannic Majesty's consideration. Clear footing indis- 
pensable between us. What you want of me? say it, and be plain. 
What l want of yon is, These three things : 

* 1* Guarantee for Jttlich and Berg. All the world knows whose these 
Duchies are. Will hi* Britannic Majesty guarantee me there ? And if 
so, How, and to what lengths, will he proceed about it? 

*2*. Settlement about Ost- Friesland. Expectancy of Ost-Friesland, 
•oon to fall helrlesa, which was granted me long since, though Hanover 
makes haggling*, counter-claiming* : 1 must have some Settlement about 

illlii* ' ' „ 

* 3*. The like about those perplexities In Mecklenburg. No difficulty 
there If we try heartily, nor is there such pressing haste about it 

* These are my three claims on England ; and I will try to serve 
England as far in return, if it will tell me how. " Ah, beware of throw- 
ing yourself- into the am* of France 1" modestly suggests Dickens.— 
*< Well, If France will guarantee me those Duchies, and you will not do 
anything?" answer* his Majesty with a fine laugh : “ England I consider 
my most natural friend and ally ; but I must know what there I* to 
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bright colours ( prend d f assess belles contours). As to the royal mind and 
understanding, what shall Bielfcld say? That his Majesty sometimes 
makes ingenious and just remarks, and is laudably serious at all times, and 
can majestically hold his tongue, and stand with advanced leg, and eyes 
rather more than Hush, Sense of his dignity is high, as it ought to he ; 
on great occasions you see pride and a kind of joy mantling in the royal 
countenance- Has been known to make explosions, and to be very 
furious to Prince Fred and others, when pricked into ' but, my friend, 

what mortal is exempt from failings? Majesty reads the English News- 
papers every morning in bed, which are often biting. Majesty has 
his Walmoden, a Hanoverian Improper-Female, Countess of Yarmouth 
so-called ; quiet, autumnal, fair-compiexioned, stupid ; who is much 
a comfort to him. She keeps out of mischief, political or other ; and 
gives Bielfcld a gracious nod nowand then/ 1 Harrington is here too 
and Britannic Majesty and he are busy governing the English Nation on 
these terms. — We return now to the Prussian Majesty. 

About six weeks after that of Dickens, — Cleve Journey and 
much else now ended, — Pratorius the Danish Envoy, whom 
we slightly knew at Reinsberg once, gives this testimony; 
writing home to an Excellency at Copenhagen, whose name 
we need not inquire into : 

*To give your Excellency a just idea of the new Government here, I 
must observe that hitherto the King of Prussia does as it were every- 
thing himself ; and that, excepting the Finance Minister von Boden, 
who preaches frugality, and finds for that doctrine uncommon acceptance, 
almost greater even than in the former reign, his Majesty allows no 
counselling from any Minister; so that Herr von Podewils, who is now 
the working hand in the department of Foreign Affairs, has nothing 
given him to do but to expedite the orders he receives from the Cabinet, 
his advice not being asked upon any matter ; and so it is with the other 
Ministers. People thought the loss of Herr von Thulmeyer/ veteran 
Foreign Minister whom we have transiently heard of in the Double- 
Marriage time, and perhaps have even seen at London or elsewhere, 3 
* would be irreparable ; so expert was he, and a living archive in that 
business s however, his post seems to have vanished with himself. His 
©alary is divided between Herr von Podewils/ whom the reader will 
sometime* hear of again, ' Kriegsrath (Councillor of War) von Ilgen, 
ton of the old gentleman we used to know, f and Hofrath Sellentm who 
is Mmdant of the Legatione-Kate e' (Ambassadors’ Paymaster, we could 

* Bielfcld, i. 158. * Died 4* August (Rodenbeck, p. 20). 

vm ttt. x 
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guess. Ambassador Body having specialty of cash assigned it, comparable 
tith the specialty of value receivedfrom it, in this strict frugal Country), 
—neither of which two latter names shall the reader be troubled wit 
farther ' A good many resolutions, and responses by the King, I have 
seen - they combine laconic expression with an admirable business eye 
(Gesch'Aftsblick). Unhappily,’-at least for us in the Diplomatic line for 
your Excellency and me unhappily,-' there is nohody about the King 
who possesses his complete confidence, or whom we can make use of m 
regard to the necessary introductions and preliminary movements 
Hereby it comes that, -as certain things can only be handled with 
cautious foresight and circumlocution, and in the way of beginning wide, 
—an Ambassador here is more thrown out of his course than in any 
other Court : and knows not, though his object were steadily m sight, 
what road to strike into for getting towards it .’ 1 


CHAPTER HI 

FRIEDRICH MAKES AN EXCURSION, NOT OF DIRECT 
SORT, INTO THE CLEVE COUNTRIES 

King Friedrich did not quite keep his day at Wesel; 
indeed this 24 th was not the first day, but the last of severa , 
he had appointed to himself for finis to that Journey m the 
Cleve Countries ; Journey rather complex to arrange. e 
has several businesses ahead in those parts ; and as usu^ 
will group them with good judgment, and thrift of tuna 
Not inspections merely, but amusements, meetings with 
friends, especially French Mends: the question is, how to 
group them with skill, so that the necessary elements may 
converge at the right moment, and one shot kill three or fo 
birds. This is Friedrich’s fine way, perceptible m all these 
Journeys. The French Mends, flying each on his own track, 
with his own load of impediments, Voltaire with his Madame 
for instance, are a difficult element in such problem; and 
there has been, and is, much scheming and corresponding 
about it, within the last month especially. 

1 Preuss, Thronb&steigung, p. 37 7 ( 2< ^ October i74 0 )* 
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Voltaire is now at Brussels with his Du Chatelet, prose- 
cuting that endless * lawsuit with the House of Honsbruck, 1 

which he, and we, are both desirous to have done with. 

He is at the Hague, too, now and then ; printing, about to 
print, the Anti-Macchiavel ; corresponding, to right and left, 
quarrelling with Van Duren the Printer ; lives, while there, 
in the Vieille Cour , in the vast dusky rooms with faded gilding, 
and grand old Bookshelves ‘ with the biggest spider-webs in 
Europe. 1 Brussels is his place for Law- Consultations, general 
family residence ; the Hague and that old spider-web Palace 
for correcting Proofsheets ; doing one’s own private studies, 
which we never quite neglect. Fain would Friedrich see him, 
fain he Friedrich ; but there is a divine Emilie, there is a 
Maupertuis, there are — In short, never were such difficulties, 
in the cooking of an egg with water boiling; and much 
vain correspondence has already been on that subject, as on 
others equally extinct. Correspondence which is not pleasant 
reading at this time ; the rather as no reader can, without 
endless searching, even understand it. Correspondence left 
to us, not in the cosmic, elucidated or legible state; left 
mainly as the Editorial rubbish- wagons chose to shoot it ; 
like a tumbled quarry, like the ruins of a sacked city; — 
avoidable by readers who are not forced into it I 1 Take the 
following select bricks as sample, which are of some use ; the 
general Heading is. 

King Friedrich to M. de Voltaire (at the Hague, or at 
Brussels) 

* Charlottenburg, 12 th June 1740.—* * My dear Voltaire, resist no 
longer the eagerness I have to see you. Do in my favour whatever your 
humanity allows. In the end of August I go to Wesel, and perhaps 
farther. Promise that you will come and join me ; for I could not live 

1 Herr Preuss’s edition ( (Euvres de Fridiric^ voll. xxi. xxii. xxiii.) has come 
out since the above was written : it is agreeably exceptional ; being, for the first 
time, correctly printed, and the editor himself having mostly understood it,— 
though the reader still cannot, on the terms there allowed. 
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happy, nor die tranquil, without having embraced you ! Thousand com- 
pliments to the Marquise/ divine Emilie. ‘ I am busy with ^th hands ^ 
(Corn-Magazines, Free Press, Abolition of Torture, and much else), 

* working at the Army with the one hand, at the People and the 
Arts with the other.’ 

* Berlin , 5th August 1740.-* * I will write to Madame du Chatelet 
in compliance with your wish:’ mark it reader. 'To speak to you 
franklv concerning her journey, it is Voltaire, it is you, it l J 
Friend^ that I desire to see ; and the divine Emilie with all her divinity 

is only the Accessory of the Apollo Newtomsed. 

‘ I cannot yet say whether I shall travel’ (incognito into foreign parts a 
little! ‘ or not travel ; ’ there have been rumours, perhaps private wishes ; 
Wfc— * ^ ‘Adieu, dkr friend; sublime spirit, first-born of thinking 

U* i- ~ »>r u “ ”Zw 0TS 

and esteem you. more than 1. rate. 

' Berlin 6th August’ (which is next day).-‘You will have received a 
Letter from me dated yesterday ; this is the second I write to jou from 
Srito • I refer you to what was in the other. If it must be (Jaut) that 
Emilie "accompany Apollo, I consent ; but if I could see you alone, that 
“ l wTprefer. I should be too much dazzled; I could not 
stand so much splendour all at once ; it would overpower me. I should 
need the veil of Moses to temper the united radiance of your two 
Unities ’ * * In short, don’t bring her, if you please. 

‘Remusberg’ (poetic for Reinsberg), ‘8th August 1740. _ F 

Voltaire I do believe Van Duren costs you more trouble and pains than 
you had with Henri Quatre. In versifying the Life of a Hero you wro 
toe history of your own thoughts ; but in coercing a scoundrel you fence 

ts£5 »a U a. <*»*>• '**« 

toe^reader? ^ ^ Dantzig ’ deliberately print all the Editors, careful Preuss 
+ -L m . overturning the terrestrial azimuths for us, and making 

riSp rS «d ~km « W* ** OPPttrt « fl» J*L 

£ casf you could be there, I expect, on my passage to give you lodging ! 
At Cleve or in Holland, I depend for certain on embracmg you. 

Intrinsically the Friedrich correspondence at this time, 
with Voltaire especially, among many friends now on the wmg 

i Preuss, (Enures cU FrSdiric, xx. pp. 5, 19-21 i Voltaire, (Euvres, lxxii. 
226, etc. (not worth citing, in comparison). 
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towards Berlin and sending letters, has,— if you are forced 
into struggling for some uiulerstandmg of it, and do get to 
read parts of it with the eyes of Friedrich and Voltaire, — 
has a certain amiability ; and is nothing like so waste and 
dreary as it looks in the chaotic or sacked-eity condition. 
Friedrich writes with brevity, oftenest on practicalities (the 
Anti-Macclmml, the coming "interview, and the like), evidently 
no time to spare ; writes always with considerable sincerity ; 
with friendliness, much admiration, and an ingenuous vivacity, 
to M. de Voltaire. Voltaire, at his leisure in Brussels or the 
Old-Palace and its spiderwebs, writes much more expansively ; 
not with insincerity, he either ; — with endless airy graciosities, 
and ingenious twirls, and touches of flattering unction, which 
latter, he is aware, must not be laid-on too thick. As thus : 

In regard to the ArUi^M twchia ec/,— Si re, deign to give me year per- 
mission# a# to the scoundrel of a Van Duron ; well worth while, Hire,-— 

• U i a a monument for the latest posterity; the only Book worthy of a 
King for these Fifteen hundred years.’ 

This is a strongish trowelful, thrown on direct, with adroit- 
ness ; and even this has a kind of sincerity. Safer, however, 
to do it in the oblique or reflex way,— by Ambassador Camas , 
for example : 

CJ w m tell you boldly, Sir' (you M. de Camas), ‘I put more value on 
this Book (AnH-Mawhiimi) than on the Emperor Julian’s Omar, or on 
the Maxim of Marcus Aurelius,’— -I do indeed, having a kind of 
property in it withal 1 1 

In fact, Voltaire too is beautiful, in this jrnrt of the Corre- 
spondence ; but much in a twitter, — the Queen of Sheba, not 
the sedate Solomon, in prospect of what is coming. He 
plumes himself a little, we perceive, to his d’Argentals and 
French Correspondents, on this sublime intercourse he has got 
into with a Crowned Head, the cynosure of mankind • 
Perhaps even you, my best friend, did not quite know me, and 
what merits I had ! Plumes himself a little 5 but studies to 
1 Voltaire, CSuvm, IkxU. 280 (To Camas, 18th October Jfto), 
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be modest withal; has not much of the peacock, and of the 
turkey has nothing, to his old friends. All which is very 
naive and transparent ; natural and even pretty, on e pa 
of M. de Voltaire as the weaker vessel. — For the rest it 
certain Maupertuis is getting under way at Pans towards t e 
Cleve rendezvous. Brussels, too, is so near these Cle 

Countries ; within two-days good driving if only the times 
and routes would rightly intersect ? 

Friedrich’s intention is by no means for a straight journey 
towards Cleve : he intends for Baireuth first, then back from 
Baireuth to Cleve, -making a huge southward elbow on the 
map with Baireuth for apex or turning-point m this 
manner he will make the times suit, and have a ^nvergence 
at Cleve. To Baireuth who knows if not farther All 
summer there has gone fitfully a rumour that he w^hed to 
see France; perhaps Pans 

which was heard even at TetersDurg, uu 
again- but privately, there is no doubt, a glimpse of the 
sublime French Nation would be welcome to Fnednch H 
could never get to Travelling m his > young ; time , ^his 
Grand Tour altogether, much as he wished , _ 
capable of pranks ! — Enough, on Monday morning, 
August 1740, 2 Friedrich and Suite leave Potsdam, early 
enough : go, by Leipzig, by the route alrea y “own 
readers, though Coburg and the Voigtland regions ; Wdheh 
mina has got warning, sits eagerly expecting her Brother n 
the Hermitage at Baireuth, gladdest of shrill sl ^ rs ’ d 
full of anxieties how her Brother would now be. The tra 
lL party consisted, besides the King, of seven persons 
Prince August Wilhelm, King’s next Brother Heir-apparent 
Z Zxe come no children, now a brisk youth of eighteen ; 
Leopold Prince of Anhalt-Dessau, Old Dessauers eldest, what 

i Raumer’s Beitragi (English Translation, London, 1837), P- *5 ( Flnch 3 
De » S Rbtnbecl J r e i 5 . 7 s 4 Sttly in error : see Dickens’s Interview, supra, p. 320- 
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w? may Si the ‘Young Deasauor’; Colonel von Borek,wliom 
we shall hear of again ; Colonel von Stille, already heard of 
(grave men of fifty, these two) ; milk-hoard Mfinchow, an 
Adiutant, youngest of the promoted Munehowa ; Algarotti, 
indispensable for talk; and Eredersdorf, the House-Steward 
and domestic Factotum, once private in Schwerin s Regiment, 
whom Bielfeld so admired at Reinsberg, foreseeing what lie 
would come to. One of Friedrich’s late acts was to give 
Factotum Fmleradorf an Estate of Land (small enough, I 
fancy, but with country-house on it) for solace to the leisure 
of so useful a man, — studious of chemistry too, as I have 
heard. Seven in all, besides the King. 1 Direct towards 
Baireuth, incognito, and at the top of their speed. Wednes- 
day 17th, they actually arrive. Poor Wilhelmma, she finds 
her Brother changed ; become a King in fact^and sternly 
solitary ; alone in soul, even as a King must be ! — • ^ 

‘ Algarotti, one of the first bcaw-etprits of this age, as 
Wilhelmina defines him,— Friend Algarotti, the young Vene- 
tian gentleman of elegance, in dusky skin, in very white linen 
and frills, with his fervid black eyes, ‘does the expenses of 
the conversation.’ He is full of elegant logic, has specula- 
tions on the great world and the little, on Nature, Art, 
Papistry, Anti-Papistry, and takes up the Opera in an earnest 
manner, m capable of being a school of virtue and the moral 
sublime. His respectable Books on the Opera and other 
topics are now all forgotten, ami crave not to be mentioned. 
To me, he is not supremely beautiful, though much the 
gentleman in manners as in rufiies, and ingeniously logical:— - 
rather yellow to me, in mind as in skm, and with a tamt of 
obsolete Venetian Macassar. But to Friedrich he is thnee- 
dcar ; who loves the sharp facetted cut of the man, and does 
not object to his yellow or Mnct M« «^^*** * 
mind. Thanks to that wandering Baltimore for pukmg-up 
such a jewel and carrying him Northward 1 Algarotti himself 


* RSdcnbeck, p. 19 (and for Chamberlain Fredcridorf’. estate, p. *5k 
» Wilhelmina, it 3«> 3*3* 



m FRIEDRICH TAKES THE REINS jK£.Si 

likes the North : here in our hardy climates,-- «i|>cciaHy at 
Berlin, and were his loved Friedrich mt a King, - Algnrotb 
could be very happy in the liberty allowed. At London, 
where there is no King, or none to speak of, l ,k ’ l »y 
of free Intelligenees, Outcrcts, Lytteltons, young Hits and 
the like, he is also well, were it not for the horrid smoke 
upon one’s linen, and the little or no French of those proud 

Handers. . , . , 

Wilhdmina seems to like him here; is glad, at any late, 

that he does the costs of conversation, better or worse. In 
the rest is no hope. Stille, Borek are accomplished null ary 
gentlemen; but of tacit nature, reileeLve, l>«cLm , rat her 
than discursive, and do not waste themselves by mum tun me 
of tongue. Sidle, by his military Commentaries, which are 
still known to soldiers that read, maintains some lasting 
remembrance of himself: Borek we shall see engaged m a 
small bit of business before long. As to Mutielmw, the ,/<««« 
morveia of an Adjutant, he, though ins manners are wed 
enough, and he went* military plumes m his hat, w still 

,„,,1 „m.k» himm-If ai'-lly l>y a * n> ' r ™>‘ 

troublesome creature Marwitsc, who w always coquetting. 
Friedrich’s conversation, esjaadally to me \\ dhehnina, 

««„»*, «/A ret on stilt*,’ likewise there are fmjuen cut* of 
banter in him ; and it is painfully evident he distinguishes 
m y Sister of An»}wu'h and her foolish Husband, whom be baa 
invited over hither in the most eager manner, beyond what a 
poor Wilhdmina with her old love can pretend to. I alienee, 
L shrill Princess, Beauty of Baireuth and the world ; let us 
hope all will come right again ! Mv din 1^ who 
has a meUxlious strength like that of war- ifes, too, knows 
how to be patient; an<l veils many things, though of a highly 

“"ST tore tCT great Days at Ikirenth ; WilUelmina » 
to come soon, and return the visit, at. Berlin. 'I« wiut u l H * n 
the King, known though incognito, * the Bishop of Bamberg 
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SfdKS over:’ Sehonbom, Amtrinn K-H or .to! 
His old City we once saw (and plenty of hanged nmlefactois 
swinging round it, during that Journey to the Reich) ;— but 
the Bishop himself never to our knowledge. Bishop being 
absent then. I hope it is the same Bishop of Bamberg whom 
a Friend of Busehing’s, touring there about that same time, 
saw dining in a very extraordinary manner, with medieval 
trumpeters, ‘ with waiters in spurs and buff-belts : it it is 
not, I have not the slightest shadow of acquaintance with him, 
— there have been so many Bishops of Bamberg with whom 
one wishes to have none ! On the third day French and his 
company went away, towards Wurzburg; and Wilhelmma 
was left alone with her reflections. ‘I had had so much to 
say to him ; I had got nothing said at all : ’ alas, it is ever so 
* The King was so changed, grown so much bigger (grandt), 
you could not have known him again;’ stands finely erect 
and at full breadth, every inch a King; his very stature, you 
would say, increased. — Adieu, my Princess, pearl of 1 nneeaaes ; 
all readers will expect your return-visit at Berlin, which is to 
be soon. 

Friedrich strikes (g to the ^ arid has a View qf Strasburg 
Jwr Two Bays 

Through Wurzburg, Frankfurt-on- Mayn, speeds Friedrich ; 

Wilhelnrina and mankind understand that it is homewards 

and to Clove; but at Frankfurt, in deepest privacy, there 
occurs a sudden whirl southward, — up the Rhine- Valley , 
direct towards Strasburg, for a sight of France m that quarter . 
Ho has Friedrich decided,— not quite suddenly, on new Letters 
here, or new computations about Cleve; but By forethoi g t 
taken at Baireuth, as rather appears. From Frankfurt to 
Strasburg, say 150 miles ; from Strasburg home, is not much 


1 (AH* sftks Cmtm 

quotes the scene* 
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farther than from Frankfurt home n it can lie done, then » 


mraii i— — f* t 

The incognito is to l>e rigorous : Friedrich becomes Umite 
J)ujbn>\ a Prussian- French gentleman ; Prince August Wilhelm 
in Graf vou Schaifgotsch, Algarotti is Graf von Pfuhl, 
Germans these two; what Leopold, the Young Dessauer, 
called himself, —still less what the others, or whether the 
others were there at all, and not shoved on, direct towards 
Wesel, out of the wav as is likelier,— can remain uncertain to 
renders and me. From Frankfurt, then, on Monday morning 
mi August 1 7 40, as I compute, through old known 
Phi 1 i l wburg- ( Campaign country, and the lines of Ettlmgen and 
Stollhofcn ; there the Royal Party speeds eagerly (weather 
very bad, as appears) : and it is certain they are at Kcid on 
Tuesday evening ; looking across the long Rhine Bridge, 
Stmsburg and its steeples now dose at hand. 

This looks to be a romantic fine passage in the History of 
the young King though in truth it is not, and proves hut a 
feeble story cither to him or us. Concerning which, however, 
the reader, especially if he should hear that there exist* precise 
Account of it. Two Accounts indeed, one from the Kings own 
hand, will not fail of a certain craving to Simone acquainted 
with details. This craving, foolish rather than wise, we con- 
aider it thriftiest to satisfy at once ; and shall give the King s 
Narrative entire, though it is a jingling lean scraggy * »*«% 
partly rhyme, ‘ in the manner of Baohwimont and Ia t hapUe ; 
written at the gallop, a few days hence, and desptched to 
Voltaire ‘ You,’ dear Voltaire, ‘wish to know what I have 
been about, since leaving Berlin ; annexed you will find a 
description of it,' writes Friedrich.* Out of Voltaire* ami 
other people's wastebaskets, it has at length Imh-o U»lmU\\h 
patch by patch, and {Misled together by victorious modem 
Editors; and here it is again entire. The other Narrative, 
which got into the Newspapers scam after, is likewise or 
authentic nature,— Fftssmaim, our poor old friend, confirming 


i (Emm, xxll. a$ (Wtiel, Sepismler l?4»>. 
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it, if that were needful, — and is happily in prose. 1 Holding 
these two Pieces well together, and giving the King^s faithfully 
translated, in a complete state, it will be possible to satisfy 
foolish cravings, and make this Strasburg Adventure luminous 
enough. 

King Friedrich to Voltaire (from Wesel, 2d September 1740), 
chiefiy in Doggerel , concerning the Rim to Strasburg 2 

c I have just finished a Journey, intermingled with singular adventures, 
sometimes pleasant, sometimes the reverse. You know I had set-out for 
Baireuth/ — Bruxelles the beautiful French Editor wrote, which makes 
Egyptian darkness of the Piece ! — ( to see a Sister whom I love no less 
than esteem. On the road* (thither or thence; or likeliest, there), 

( Algarotti and I consulted the map, to settle our route for returning by 
Wesel. Frankfurt-on-Mayn comes always as a principal stage Stras- 
burg was no great roundabout : we chose that route in preference. The 
incognito was decided,, names pitched upon' (Comte Dufour, and the 
others) ; e story we were to tell : in fine, all was arranged and concerted 
to a nicety as well as possible. We fancied we should get to Strasburg 
in three days/ from Baireuth. 

* But Heaven, which disposes of all 
things, 

Differently regulated this thing. 

With lank-sided coursers, 

Lineal descendants from Bnsinante, 

With ploughmen in the dress of pos- 
tillions, 

Blockheads of impertinent nature ; 

Our carriages sticking fast a hundred 
times in the road, 

We went along with gravity at a lei- 
surely pace. 

Knocking against the crags. 

The atmosphere in uproar with loud 
thunder, 

1 Given in Helden-Gcschichte, i. 420-423 see likewise Fassmann \Merkwiir- 
digster Regierungs-A ntritt (poor old Book on Friedrich? s Accession) ; Preuss 

( Thronbcsteigungy pp. 395 - 4 °°) 5 etc * etc * 
a Part of it, incorrect, in Voltaire, CEuvres (scandalous Piece now called 
Mimoires, once Vie Privie du Roi de Prussc), ii. 24-265 finally, in Preuss, 
CEuvres de Fridiric , xiv. 156-161, the real and complete affair, as fished-up by 
victorious Preuss and others. 


Man le del, qui de tout dispose, 

JUgla diffdremment la chose . 

Avec de coursiers efflcmquds, 

En ligne droites issus de Rosinante, 

Et des pay sans en postilions masquds, 

Butors de race impertinente , 

Notre carrosse en cent lieux accrochi \ 

Nous allions gravement , dune allure in - 
dolente , 

Gravitant contre les rochers. 

Les airs dmus par le bruyant tormerre. 



And to* eiU rf'ow gTS* Qualm Jwim jtmrt m ptnUrnm 

t:iAiz:T^L. Lf ****"»> *** *- * 

IXMt hmmt l» Hum* Jumbling** f * < ™* 

« {ltd all our fatal! tie* Wn limited to atoppage* of *l*«d on the 
journey, we ahouhl have taken patience ; * mt > “ ft, ' r • ' 

fount! ImitfiiiK* *tfll frightfulor* 


grimily Ifimlltirtls 
Hoeittg tm jirt«wM*l !>y Imnpr 
IH4, in ft m»tr« thiut frugal rnwrnw, 

1» ilttiir inf-wind huv«k 
Vutamitijf uf ftNNlitttfi 

Htmkl from m mr ortiwti** 

Oftgft mhmnl* fin pm\ dnm) *1 r«m 
Hurt of Lmmllu# 1 


fttrd** hAin 

jfje fa fitim twm vttj/a «f prf*$A$ t 
if tmi jfiloi *ju* J*uu*ih* 
iMm um ehaumkw infrnutk* 

$** wm* twr«#4 w sfnlmf no# 

C) $Mf d*f4rmt tk* imp* ik Immlfm f 

w ft# llitli *11. 
our 

mm* t«, Ihwy 


« Frightful mod* : abort of virtual, abort of drmk > »<»r 
We hail to undergo a variety of accident* ; and certain y 
must have had * aingular air, for In every new pl««* *•* 
took iii for «om«thliig illtmnl* 
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c You recognise Kehl uj l this d^cnptton ^ Md , (Reichbeing 

— where, by the way, the breac £ that & t h e Postmaster, a man of 

a slow corpus in regard to such things)— that me 
more foright than we, asked If we had got passports ? 

Non, lui dis-je, des passe-ports 
Nous n’eHmes jamais la folie. 

H en faudrait , je crois , de forts 
Pour ressusciter & la vie 
Be chez Pluton le roi des morts; 


‘No, said I to him ; of passports 
We never had the whim. 

Strong ones I believe it would need 
To recall, to our side of the limit, 
Subjects of Pluto King of the Dead: 


Mais de V empire germanique 
Au sijourr galant et cynique 
Be Messieurs vosjolis Franpais, 

Un air relondissant et frais , 

Une face rouge etbachique, 

Sont les passe-ports qu’en nos traits 

Vous produit id notre clique. 


OUUJOUUD w 

But, from the Germanic Empire 
Into the gallant and cynical abode 
Of Messieurs your pretty French- 
men, — 

A jolly and beaming air, 

Rubicund faces, not ignorant of wine 
These are the passports which, legible 
if you loot on us, 

Our troop produces to you for tha 
end. 

. No , 

without passport. Seeing , n ot entering Strasburg, we 

of either manufacturing passports our^lves or 0 n e ;-in 

took the former branch of tho altermti were marvellously 

which feat the Prussian arms, which I had on my se , 

furthersome/ 

" ’quality i ^ 0-. After 

oqj An crust ‘ they at once got across to btrasburg, says mj 
£ , paper Mendf ■ and put-up at the Sign tfthe Raven the*. 
Or in Friedrich’s own jingle : 

<We arrived at Strasburg; and the Custom-house corsair, with hi 
inspectors, seemed content with our evidences. 

, . . . Ces sciUrats nous ipiment, 

‘These scoundrels spied us, rt’wn ceille passe-port lisaient. 

With one eye reading cwP*W , J £ r gnaient notre lours* 

With the other oghng our purse. 



The ml torrents streaming ever the 
Barit* 

Threatened mankind with the Bay of 
Judgment [ wy hod wmdkor% 

And In spite of mt Impatience 
Four fowl day* are* In pmwaM, 

Lost forever in thorn jutnblinp. 


*For greedy landlords 
Sowing m pressed by hunger 
Did* In a more than frugal manner. 

In their Infernal hovels, 

Poisoning instead of footling* 

Him! from u* our erowtts* 

O ago different* (In good cheer) * from 
that of LiWUlIit# 1 


[HOOK \L 
(»d>*5th Aug- «74° 
rttfMiwhi* tor fa 

Iw, 

ihi drrnmr jmtr mampumt k» kutmum ; 
At mat ri rntro impntiom*, 

Quaint? he ms jaunt m pMUmn# 
tfarti pmrjamak pmim dam k* ehmr* 
rain#, 

atoppage* of aptwd on the 
but, after frightful ro.uk, we 

Car dm hfitn mfarmk, 

|lr fa (aim mm$ tmtpmi prmM, 
itfum ph*$ fin? ftntmk* 
iMm um trknumirro 

An wnii mnpmtmmmi, nmm minimi mn 

Am$, 

0 mfak dijfdrmS dr* temp* dr Zmuiim f 
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fm farm if# cFem* 


* Had all our fatalitta* 1 mm limited to 
Journey, wo should have taken patience ; 
found lodgings still fright fuler. 


* Frightful roads $ short of virtual* short of drink : «**>r wan that all* 
Wa hml U> undergo a variety of accident* ; and certainly our equipage 
must have had a singular air, for in ovary now place wo name to, they 
took tin for someth log dlSbreni* 


4 Borne took us for Kings, 

Boms for plekpodkehi well disguised i 
Others fur old eequatatanees, 

At times th.§ people orowded sub 
Looked us in the eyes, 

Like slow ns Impertinently eurieu*. 

•Our lively Italian 1 (JUgMettl) * sworn I 
Fur myself I took fteii§ae» | 

The young Count* {mf gay y«mg#r 
Brother, eighteen at pe n al ) *qnimml 
and f ndioked i 

The big Count 1 (SUMppeiebt of Bee* 
see) 4 silently swung his head* 
Wishing this ins Journey to France* 

In the bottom of his heart, most ©kris- 
tianly at Um Devil, 


im mt$ mm pmnaimi $m*r do* mi#, 
ifmirti ptmr dnjN&M 

ptrnr pm* d# mmmmmtm ; 
ffarfim I# pmpU 
Xntr# k$ item nous mptmfaii 
An fatdmnk mr*m#k rm§di$ 

mmf, 

j¥*dr# p(f' ttaiim yu«iil, 

JPmr mm jo prfmm j Mitmm* 

L$ jmm Omto fiMimitk 


Lt frmd tkmii m dmmiimii, 

M m hmu m$m§# d* Amm*o 
Jtfam kfmd d# mm mmr §hrA*m%mmim$ 
dmmmtU, 


r Wo failed not, however* to struggle gradually nhmg ; at last we 
arrived in that Stronghold, where * (m prefect to the War of l#2Mb known 
to aome of us}— 


# Wliw the garrison, too supple, 
Surrendered so pltnously 
After this first blurt of explosion 
Wwm the rnmrn of tfao Wmmk* 


M fa ffmrmmm* Jfamf is%- 
Air rmdii id pitmmmmd 
dpr-4# fa prmUm temm$ fws 
JDu eMWMHt Jfawd^i ^fawat* 
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‘ Vou recognise held in ihwdwmpu . ’ (Rmch hoing 

-•-when*, l»y Um way, the breaches are * • ( j m lm wU>r, a mun of 

» «wp«" »' r,, « ,inl r u, ; h '. m t;,i ,»«.iH»rut? 

miHTi limn ho, asked if «o K 


* No, wil.l I to liim ; of ]HUM|>WtR 
\Xv lu'wr lmd tlw whim. 

Hiring turns* I it would stood 

Tu mwll* t<» «ur niilo of tho limit, 
BubjootH of I'iutu King of tbo Dmli 
Bui t from tho (torinwiic timjriw 
Into tho gallant and ovxdwl ahodo 
Of MMtmrii your pr<‘Hy FrottfU* 
mwi,— • 

A jolly and lamming air, 

Rulmumd faoow, not iguorwit of wlno» 
TImmt aw tint pttmtpmlH whudt, h'gihlo 
If you look mi un. 

Our troop prodtunm to you tor that. 
mut 


tfmh f «* (ln P***W?t* 

Aum nfilmfxjamnix tafotk. 

U ffi/nmtrait* je rntis, de fort* 
Pout rfxwtxcitct d la vie 
Ik efcf* Piutm k rm dn m>rts; 
Mai$ dr I'mpirt gmtmniqm 
A u x(j(ntr qalmt et eynique ^ 

Ik Mmkurs wsjolu Pmnpu*, 

fin (dr rd>otdikmnt ft frm$ t 
Unf ftWQ r»W & kwhique, 

ks pmf pork qu'en nos trait* 

y m prvduit tot noire clique. 


. , . Mnnier of FuHHportrt ; no salvation 

* No, Mftiuitour*, said the provuiont hml got m j n the dilemma 

without passport Seeing; tlm\ that ^ m% entering Btrusburg, we 

of eitltor mmittfncturlHK passports ^ ftU< | manufactured one;— in 

took the former \m\wh of the wtei «» • \ were marvellously 

which feat the Prussian arm*, which l had on >y 

furthemmie.’ 

. . „ . . , Newspapers and confirmatory 

Tins is a fact, as the _ ^ < .j^ e landlord ’ (or Post- 

Fawnuann more directly apF'f"* thcrc wa8 no crossing 
master) * at Kehl, having sigm smHew hat taken aback, 

without Passport,’ Friedrich, a ■ ^ ^ Arms on it; 

bethought him of his wai ^ l ' S< * il w(>ssar y passport, signet ed in 
and soon manufactured the _ Ml \spicion to the Innkeeper 
due form which, however, g ■ ip ‘ vhichi Tuesday evening 
as to the quality of his Out-st. t() gtrashurg,’ says my 

g«d August, ‘ they at once & of the Raven there.’ 

Newspaper Friend, ‘ and put-up at tilt *, V 

Or in Friedrich’s own jingle: 

,1 +i,(i Custom-house corsair, with m* 
‘ We arrived at Strashurg ; «» d * 

insjHsotors, seemed content with our ^ 

* Tlioso Kioundrels spied us, irun atil le pome-port timient, 

"With on# «y® reading our passport, - w 

•With the other ogling our purse. 


ffm «il U pemt port lumen, 

Vuutrt loT$na%eni noire bourse. 
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was superb, plenty of wine, ‘and one red kind they had never tasted 
before, and liked extremely of which he sent some bottles to their 
lodging* next day* The conversation turned on military matters, and was 
enlivened with the due sallies* This foreign Count speaks French 
wonderfully * a brilliant man, whom the others rather fear : perhaps 
something more than a Count? The Officers, loath to go, remembered 
that their two battalions had to parade next morning, that it was time to 
he in bed ; 1 1 will go to your review/ said the Stranger (hunt : the 
delighted O dicers undertake to come and fetch him, they settle with him 
time and method ; how happy ! 

On the morrow, accordingly, they call and fetch him ; he looks at the 
review; review done, they ask him to supper for this evening; * With 
pleasure 1 * and 1 walks with them about the Esplanade, to see the guard 
march by/ Before parting, ho takes their names, writes them in his 
tablets ; say% with a smile, MIe is too much obliged ever to forget them/ 
'Fills is Wednesday the 24th of August 1740 ; Field- Marshal Broglio is 
Commandant in Btrasburg, and these obliging Officer# are f of the regi- 
ment Piedmont/- their names on the King's tablets I never heard 
mentioned by anybody (or never till the King's Jjjpggerel was fwhed-up 
again), Field-Marshal Broglio my readers have transiently seen afar 
off p — 4 galloping with only one hoot/ some say * almost in his shirt/ at 
the Ford of Beech ia, in those Italian campaigns, five years ago, the 
Austrians having stolen across upon him he had a furious gallop, with 
no end of ridicule, on that occasion ; is now Commandant here ; and we 
shall have a great deal more to do with him within the next year or two, 

* This same day, 24th, while I ' (the Newspaper volunteer Reporter or 
Own Corraapo&dtnt, seemingly a person of some standing, whose words 
carry credibility in the tone of them) 4 was with Field-Marshal Broglio 
our Governor here, there came two gentlemen to he presented to him ; 
** German Cavaliers'* they were culled ; who, 1 now find, must have been 
the Prince of Prussia and AlgamttL The Field-Marshal/— a rather 
high-stalking white-headed old military gentleman, bordering on seventy, 
of Piedmontese air and breed, apt to be sudden and make floundering#, 
but tbii until of honour, * was very polite to the two Cavaliers, and 
kept them to dinner, Alter dinner there mine a so-styled ## Bifmkn 
Noblemen/* who likewise wm presented to the Field-Marshal, and 
affected not to know the other two : him I now And to have been the 
Prince of Anhalt/ 

Of lib Mg|e«ty’s stopper with the Officers that Wednesday, m are left 
to think how brilliant it was* t his Majesty, we hear farther, went to the 
Opera that night,- the Poliehlmdlo or whatever the ‘Italian ComMie* 
mm;—* mi a little girl mine to his box with two lottery-ticket* fifteen 
pence each, begging the foreign Gentleman for the love of Heaven to buy 
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them of her ; which he did, tearing them up *t once, and giving the poor 
creature four ducat*,' equivalent to two guinea*, or say in effect even five 
nound* of the present British currency. The fame of tin* foreign Count 
and hi* party at 'Hie Haven it becoming very loud over Strasburg, 
especially in military circle*. Our volunteer Own Correspondent 
proceed* (whom we mean to contrast with the Royal Doggerel by 

HU ^Next morning,' Thursday 2Mh August, ’as the Marshal with above 
two hundred Officer* wa* out walking on the Bsplannde, there came a 
Holdler of the Regiment Luxemburg, who, after tome stiff fugling motion*, 
of the nature of Habitation partly, and partly demand for privacy, 
intimated to the Marshal surprising news; That the Stranger in Hie 
Raven was the King of Prussia in person = he, the N>tdier, at present of 
the Regiment Luxemburg, had in other days, before he deserted, been of 
the Prussian Crown-Prince'* regiment ; had consequently seen him m 
Berlin, Potadam and elsewhere a thousand times and more, and even 
stood sentry where he was : the fact is beyond dispute, your Excellency 1 

said this soldier.'-- Whew 1 . . . ... t 

Whereupon a certai* Colonel, Marquis do Loigle, with or without a 
hint from Broglie, makes off for The Raven 5 introduces himself, as was 
iwS 1 ,« taSM t. »t»y dlnnpr, .hl,h — »». 
During dinner the foreign Gentleman expressed some wish to see their 
fortress. Colonel Uigle send* word to Broglio ; Brogho despatches 
straightway an Officer and fine carriage : ” Will the foreign .entleman 
do me the honour?" The foreign Gentleman, still struggling for 
incognito, declines th© uppermost sent of honour in the carriage . the 
two Officers, lsiigle and this new one, insist on taking the inferior place. 
Ala., the incognito is pretty much out Calling »t « coffeehouse or 
the like on the road, a certain female, * Madame dc Heime, named the 
foreign Gentleman ** Hire,”— which m startled him that, though he 
utterly declined such title, the two Officers saw well how it was. 

< is,, survey of the works, the two attendant Officers had returned to 
the Field-Marshal ; and stout 4 r.w. the high Stranger made appearance 
there. But the thing had now got wind, ** King of 1 russla here 
incognito I" The place was full of Officers, who came crowding about 
him: he escaped deftly into the MardchaT* own Cabinet; sat there, m 
hour, talking to the Marshal ' (tittle admiring the Marrrhal s talk, m 
we shall find), ’still insisting on the incognito, -to which Broglio, put- 
out in his high pare* by this sudden thing, and apt to f ** h * v * 

heard was not polite enough to conform altogether, W hat shall I do, 

to Court ; perhaps try to detain— ? * rledrlch « chief thought naturally 

U, On«S * »«< <rf OS *» m*. 11 lih.il l .pts 
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Play, then. Monsieur le Mare'chal? Play-hour is come!”— Own 
Correspondent of the Newspaper proceeds : 

‘ Th e Marechal then went to the Play, and all his Officers with him ; 
thinking their royal prize was close at their heels. Marechal and Officers 
fairly ahead, coast once clear, their royal prize hastened back to The 
Raven, paid his bill ; hastily summoning Schaffgotsch and the others 
within hearing; shot-off like lightning; and was seen in Strasburg no 
more. Algarotti, who was in the box with Broglio, heard the news in 
the house; regretful rumour among the Officers, “He is gone!" In 
about a quarter of an hour Algarotti too slipt out ; and v anish ed by extra 
post’— straight towards Wesel; but could not overtake the King (whose 
road, in the latter part of it, went zigzag, on business as is likely), nor 
see him again till they met in that Town. 1 

This is the Prose Truth of those Fifty or Eight-and-forty 
hours in Strasburg, which were so mythic and romantic at 
that time. Shall we now apply to the Royal Doggerel again, 
where we left off, and see the other side of the picture? 
Once settled in The Raven, within Strasburg’s walls, the 
Doggerel continues : 


‘You fancy well that there was now something to exercise my 
curiosity ; and what desire I had to know the French Nation in France 
itself. 


‘ There I saw at length those French, 

Of whom you. have sung the glories ; 

A people despised by the English, 

Whom their sad rationality fills with 
black bile ; 

Those French, whom our Germans 

Reckon all to be destitute of sense ; 

Those French, whose History consists 
of Love-stories, 

I mean the wandering kind of Love, 
not the constant ; 

Foolish this People, headlong, high- 
going, 

Which sings beyond endurance ; 

Lofty in its good fortune, crawling in 
its bad ; 

Of an unpitying extent of babble, 

To hide the vacancy of its ignorant 
mind. 


Let je vis enfm ces Frangais , 

Font vous avez chcmU la gloire; 

Peuple nUprisi des Anglais , , 

Que leur triste raison remplit de bile 
noire ; 

Ces Frangais , que nos Allemands 

Pensent tons privds de bon sens ; 

Ces Frangais, dont Vamour pourrait 
dieter Vhistoire , 

Je dis Vamour volage , et non Vamour 
constant ; 

Ce peuple fou, brusque et galant, 

Chansonnier insupportable, 

Superbe en sa fortune, en son malheur 
rampant, 

F’trn bavardage impitoyable. 


Pour cacher le oreux d , un esprit igno- 
rant. 


VOL, III* 


1 From Helden- Geschickte (i. 420*424), etc. 
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MIBDEIca TAKES THE BBIOTt-ojJS 

fm&m mmnt d* to battnte*** 


Of the Trifling It 1* * tender lever ; »evf* «» *» eerwfi# ; 

The Trifling don* Uk™ powe»»ion of hiutnm*ni 

it* brain. , . . ' ' ‘ 

Peojfle flighty, indlwreet, Imprudent, 

Turning like the weethorooolt to every 

wind* , * iS 

Of the ftgtM of the Curnitr* those of the 
IxnilHOH nr« the ehedow ; 

X>*ri* lit thtt ghoHt of Homo, tnko it How 
you will. . 

No. of thuw» vile Krtmeh yon » ot 

You think ; they dti not think ut ou* 


IJ&rr. imMmrit, imprudent, 

CtaiM tm« i;iwi^ a rmn A ton* 

to <Hwr# o#wo to Lmi$ 
i mtP&mhr*-! 

ftonu ejfttce itorti rn tmt tent, ** £ < m£ 
mint. 

Mm, <l<» rilt Fran(n't t'ou* nftn }»t* 
dittwmhrr; 

r«»* }Kn$fX, it* nt prn »mt paint. 


■ voitnir.-. £ 


4 Throe of them ow»» ttt 
<ln.yi»r, more oontent than K ingot 
Singing with rusty v»io«. 

In vttrm% tholr amorotti «*f*«***i 
Sit to » hornpipe* 


fmi* ilVuJt" »Vn Wnrrn* d to , 
piu$ $pnA |*Im* mmimii qm dm mm * 
HhtmUnt dune i w/ «irwn*i _ 
twi, /rwr# diwwmwj wphnt$ t 
Ajmtd* mr mm bmrrdi* 


.«. ^ u - »• * « t; 

third w tt nUH K )‘lmdjuHt«m# from * *»“ w wtser * 

l»aen npawri- 

•0, „,1. 1„, > - <■» •— “ ■r £”* " 

*.&. - — - - *~!z sir *“ ^ to “* 

^JSSXew* «“«. * — — ■*“ ~ 

*'*)“• An U5.J, 4,w to /#* fe ««. * <■» tefde. ri ta 

With the gamoe* the wine, toe »»*• ' 

and the f land#* 

'Next d*y, M«n*l*ur the 

to fart/ Uo wee .urprreed .t i« tte 

Isis War,— 

•mu o— -w «>** _ SLCiTS:- K* 

Whom with regret young houle (your ifw» »W * •> 

King) 
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sad-agth Aug. 1740I 

Biw without brooches in Italy * Vtt mm culottes m Unlit, 

O allowing to hide away his life Cmrir punt (Umber m vie 

liTotti the tier mans, nnpollto fighters j— » Auw flcrinains, guerriers impoHs* 

tldi General wished to investigate your Comte I)u four, —foreign Count, 
who the instant he arrives sets about inviting people to supper that are 
perfect strung cm* Ho took the poor Count fora sharper ; and prudently 
advised M, do In (Voehnrdiero not to he duped by him. It was unluckily 
the good Marshal that proved to he duped* 


Mia wan horn for surprise. 

Ills white hair, hin gray heard. 
Formed a reverend exterior. 
Outsides are often deceptive ; 
Ho that, by the binding, judges 
Of a Book and its Author 
May, after a page of reading, 
Citation to recognise his mistake, 


It Matt nipemr la surprise . 

Ses eheveum blanas , sa barhe grim, 
Funmitni un sage ezUrmir. 

De dehors est souvent Irompcur ; 
Qui juge par la retiure 
I/un ouvrage d de mm auteur 
Dam une page de Imture 
Pmt remmmttre son errmr , 


# T!mt was my own experience ; for of wisdom I could find nothing 
except in his gray hair and decrepit appearance* His first opening 
betrayed him ; m great well of wit this Marc eh al, 


“Who* drunk with his own grandeur, 
Inform* you of his name and his titles, 
And authority as good as unlimited, 
lit cited to me all the records 
Where his narat is registered. 

Bubbled about his immense power, 
About his valour, hie talents 
go salutary to Wrmm j— • 

Hi forgot that, throe years ago* 

Men did not praise his prudence. 


Qni, de mt grandeur mtmf, 
Ihldim turn rnrni d m litres, 

M son ixmvoir A rim b<mi4* 

U me ei to tom Im reyktrm 
M sm rum mt enregistri; 
Jkmml de son pouvoir immense, 
De sa mleur, de am talents 
Si salutairm d la Frame: 

XI tmhliatt, ptmi trois mm, 

Qn*on m loualt pas sa prudence, 


* Mot satisfied with seeing the Mardtih&l* I saw guard mounted 


“By these Frenchmen, burning with 
fiery* 

Who, on four nous a day, 

Will make of Kings and of Heroes the 
memory flourish i 

Steves crowned by the hands of Via* 
tory, 

Unlucky herds whom the Court 

Tinkles hither and thither by the sound 
of fife and drum* 


A m Franpais brdlmnts de yhirc, 

Dalis de qmtre sous par jour, 

Qni dm mis, dm hiros font fimrir la 
mdmire, 

Mmtmm murwmin dm mum de la vk» 
ioire, 

Tnmpemm malhmrmm qm la cmr 
Diriye au seal frmtt du tamkmn 


x 1 With only one tend* 1 was the milder rumour j which we adopted (suprl* 
p» *04h hut lids sadder one, too, was current j and 4 Broglio , » breeches/ 
«r the vain aspiration after them, like a vanished ghost of breeches, often enough 
toro«»p In the old Pamphlets* 

• II* to a nearness,— 1 15th September 1734/ if your Majesty will he exact* 
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■Th.t ... my fated term. A immU, from o»r troop. got oy. on 
recognised me and denounced me. 


* This rntmhml gtdlowBddrd g»t m 
me $ 

Bmb i» the lot of all earthly thing! 5 
And m of our fine myetory 
TOo whole iwcuret came to light** 


Ck mdhmmm p tndard mm mi, 

Ced k wti de icwto to etowei ; 
Aimi tie noire pat aux rmm 
Tmd U secret se <M<mwU» 


Well; we must take this glimpse, such as it is, into the 
interior of* the young man, -line, buoyant, !»m^t ;™«» 
spirit, road- ways for it very had, and "-T^ uIZv find 

falling, yet with coruscations from a higher J ' „ 

you can forget, if ami he, the ‘ Ultimo of t «»u g 
Maiestv, as you would a staccato on the flute In him In 
after months, on new occasion rising, ‘there 
gihings and hitter pleasantries on he ndicu Ions m<i t o 
Broglie, had given him at Strashurg, says Vakm, of whuh 

this Doggerel itself offers specimen. 

‘Probably the weakest Piece I ever translated t tuhmm 

one, who hi translated several such. N « ver ^ ^".'"of 
straggle of pungent sense m it,- hke the oubku s j f 
lightning, seen in that dismally wet weather, winch t « Hoya 
Party had. Its wit is very copious, but slashy, banter), and 
proceeds mainly by exaggeration and turning * 

rather barren species of wit Of humour, in the In J • 

sense, no vestige. But there is surprising veracity,— tn Uih l* 
sense, no a, ft mj miti we U, What promptitude, 

ness unimpeachable, if you win rum w» » » * . 

too;— what funds for conversation, when nwhii . um 

scraitgy Piece, which is better than the things sample often 
£K o,,. lUIOthvr, «. «kta.tl, . »t » «“ 

could so.-' It i. douc, if .uch a Hum could S " 

the manner of Bachaumont and U t hnjalle, says Soltairt 
scornfully, in that scandalous Vk Privtg of wlucil t ,hmw 
this is the commentary, if readers need one : 

'to. .event, or eighty y-r. tot £ 

a M, Is Ohspalls, hk intimate, poMtoed , in i 


Mimtira, i. 88 . 
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dancings 1 ”? Verse every now and then, ‘a charming Relation of a cer- 
tain Voyage or Home Tour' (whence or whither, or correctly when, this 
Editor forgets), 1 which they had made in partnership. ‘ “ Relation'' 
capable still of being read, if one were tolerably idle it was found 
then to be charming, by all the world ; and gave rise to a new fashion 
in writing ; which Voltaire often adopts, and is supremely good at; 
and in which Friedrich, who is also fond of it, by no means succeeds 
bo well/ 

Enough, Friedrich got to Wesel, back to his business, in a 
day or two ; and had done, as we forever have, with the 
Strasburg Escapade and its Doggerel. 


Friedrich finds M. de Maupertuis ; not yet M. de Voltaire 


Eriedrich got to Wesel on the 29th ; found Maupertuis 
waiting there, according to appointment: an elaborately 
polite, somewhat sublime scientific gentleman; ready to 
« enoraft on the Berlin crabtree,’ and produce real apples and 
Academics there, so soon as the King, the proprietor, may 
have leisure for such a thing. Algarotti has already the 
honour of some acquaintance with Maupertuis. Maupertuis 
has been at Brussels, on the road hither; saw Voltaire and 
even Madame,— which latter was rather a ticklish operation, 
owing to grudges and tiffs of quarrel that had risen, but it 
proved successful under the delicate guidance of Voltaire. 
Voltaire is up to oiling the wheels : ‘ There you are. Monsieur, 
like the’— (don’t name What, though profane Voltaire does, 
writing to Maupertuis a month ago)— ‘Three Kings running 
after you!’ A new Pension to you from France; Russia 
outbidding France to have you ; and then that Letter, of 
Friedrich’s, which is in all the Newspapers : ‘ Three Kings,— 
you plainly great man, Trismegistus of the Sciences called 


i -First printed in l66 S ,’ say the Bibliographies ; ‘but known to La Fontaine 
some time before.’ Good !— Bachaumont, practically an important and dis- 
tm/ished person, not literary by trade, or indeed otherwise than by ennui, 
was he thaOiad given (some fifteen years before) the Nickname F fi ond ‘ (Bicker- 
ing of Schoolboys) to the wretched Historical Object which is still so designs efi 

|ix French annals. 
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Pure l Madame honours you* has always done : one word of 
apology to the high female mind, it will work wonders; — 
come notv ! — 1 

No render guesses in our time what a shining celestial hotly 
the Mftupertuis, who is now fallen so dim again, then was to 
mankind. In cultivated French society there is no such lion 
ns M. Man per inis since he returned from flattening the Earth 
in the Arctic regions, * 'Hus Exact Sciences, what else is 
there to depend on?’ thinks French cultivated society : * and 
has not Monsieur done a feat in that line?’ Monsieur, with 
fine ex -military manners, ha* a certain austere gravity, 
reticent loftiness and polite dogmatism, which confirms that 
opinion. A studious ex -military man,— wa* Captain of 
Dragoons once, hut too fond of study, — who is conscious to 
himself, or who would fain he conscious, that he is, in all 
points, mathematical, moral and other, the man. A difficult 
man to live with in society. Come* really near the limit of 
what we call genius, of originality, poetic greatness in think- 
ing ; — hut never once can get fairly over said limit, though 
always struggling dreadfully to do so. Think of it I A 
fatal kind of man ; especially if you have made a Hon of him 
at any time. Of his envies, deep-hidden splenetic discontents 
and rages, with Voltaire’s return for them, there will la* 
enough to say in the ulterior stages. He wears,-— at least 
ten years hence he openly wears, though I hope it is not yet 
go flagrant, — ‘a ml wig with yellow bottom (trmitrejtmnr ) ; ’ 
and m Flattener of the Earth, is, with his own flatfish ml 
countenance and impregnable stony eyes, a man formidable to 
look upon, though intent to he amiable if you do the projter 
homage. As to the quarrel with Madame take this Note ; 
■which may prove illustrative of some things by and by : 

Maujwrtuis is well known atCirey ; such a Hon could not full tl»r#>, All 
manner of HermmilUs, Clslrsut*, high mathematical people, are frequent 
guests at Cllrey a reverenced by Madame, - -who Indeed lias had her own 

» Voltaire, «'ww, toil, sty, aifi, ayofUago*, SI* July i» and BntSHls, 
nth Aug. etc,). 


CHAIM!!.} KXCtmStON TOCI.KVK COTTNTMF.fi 

«nv»t<‘"> P lV»ff«<«r <«f Mathematic- ; one Kimig from Switzerland (recom- 
,l«.ii tty those IteninuiUis), teaching her the l*u» W«w» 

ttii* good whit.' back, not without ettect j and has only just parted with him, 
whm» she left on tin* Brussels e*ped.U»u. A hm, #«r,oa \ olUm, says ; 
th.»HKi* otherwise, I think, a little mn»y «"» 1 here ha* _1 wb 

no end of Madame’* kindness to liliii, nay, to hi* Brother im.l Inm, 

„ Theological t’rofessorial Hyrlne Hebrew kind of wan at Bonn, 
who h»* too many sons ; «»d > «ri<»v«t to report that thin heedless Kouig 
hi. produced an e M d.*loH in Madame** fwti.itt, *«eh aa Htt!« Urnmni.-d 
him! on the road to l*«». namely » a* *« 4rov« hitherward to ho 
Houshrurk Uw.nit hy way of lU.ria, in Autumn last, there lmd all. u 
It ...mo dispute, atomt the monads, the rif vhm, the infinitely dtie, 
hntwwn Madam., and H»ni« ; dispute widt h rose orescm/o in disbar- 
mmtious duet, and * ended ,' testifies M. do Voltaire, * m » »M »*■ 
drtmrMUt* * Madame, with an effort, fiiwvu the thoughtless fellow, 
tZ ttm rather y.mng, and i* without wallee. Bat tUn^lhm 
Kilule »tr nng in hi* opinion shout the Infinitely little, appealed to 
MftSrtule- ‘ Am net l right. Monsieur?' ‘/fa la ri f tht > lmymnt 
oueatlon!' wrote Mmiperlnl* to Madame; 'somewhat drily, thinks 
Voltaire : and the result U, there is considerable rap;., in one celestial 
mind ever .line against another male one in red wig and yellow bottom ; 
m tliv are not on speaking terms, for a good many months past 
Voltaire y i.a« hU heart sore (*>>« ni to rmir per, r’> about it. needs to 
rfoi.le do.e Maupertula with flattery ; and in fart has used the utmost 
dinhmmey to ettect some vartii.lt of a reconcilement a* Mau|mrtul* 

' in, J this occasion. Aa Tor Khnig, who had studied In some Duteh 
V T l ,i.L hv and hy to he librarian to the I’rineo of Orange , 

mil* shall not fail to hear of hint again, -once more upon the Infinitely 

m v«lLlr* too In Ids way, U fond of these mathematical people ; eager 
JSfZ S' ft knowledge, here «* In all elements, when he has the 
chance offered : this Is much an Interest of his at present Awl he does 
attain sound ideas, outlines of ideas, in tld« province, though privately 
£££?£ £ due transcendency of admiration for it ; was wont to 
diseuw. cheerily with KAtilg, about of* Wt«, monads, gravitation and the 
tefinitelv S.! above all W»* to the ground hefi.ro ho re.hwlgged 
tt i of tl*r Kurilt* for Muttumo # and hi# 

if oolv Imnure Science ! ‘ Intimate- Maupertuis to mankind, »y «lj 
. n M. do Voltaire, doing it with alacrity; with a kind 

of loyalty , one can perceive, and also with a hyptmrlsy Kf.nmdedjmlov» 


* ¥mn (Mm* a 

m* tic* 


V*ltmn% ill ll&i **V*3°)» l*i& 
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of pence. If that I* the nature of the Bashaw, and one * sole mode 
of fishing knowledge from him, why not? think* M. do Voltaire. Hi* 
patience with M. do Manpertuia, first and last, was very great. But 
wo *haU find it explode at length, a down year* hence, in a cou*piouou* 
manner !•*- 

« Maupertuia had come to us to Cirey, with .lean Bernouillt,’ 
says Voltaire; ‘and thenceforth Mmiprtuis, who was horn 
the most jealous of men, took me for the object of this 
passion, which has always been very dear to him ,’ 1 Husht, 
Mtaisieur !— -Here is a poor rheumatic kind of Letter, which 
illustrates the interim condition, after that varnish of recon- 
cilement at Brussels ; 

Voltaire to M. de Mmprrtnis (at West!!, waiting for the King, 

or with him rather) 

* Brtwel*, *»th August {1740}. U pmr tint* 

* $k€ r mrki 

* How the Devil, great Philosopher, would you have had mo write to you 
at Woael ? I fancied you gone from Wood, to seek the King of Wage* 
on hi* Journey somewhere. I had understood, too, they were *0 
delighted to have yon in that fortified lodge (Jitmyr /‘ortitif) that you mutt 
be taking pleasure I hero, for he that give* pleasure get* It. 

* You have already wen the jolly Amh«**ador of the smiablest Monarch 
in the world,*— {.'amaa, n fattinh man, on hi* road to Versailles (who 
called at Brumal* here, with flue compliment*, and a keg of Hungary 
Wine, a* you may have heard whispered). ' No doubt SI. do Vania* i* 
with you. For my own share, I think it l* after you that he l* miming 
at present. But in truth, at the hour while I asy this, you are with the 
King;'—* lucky guess ; King did return to Wesel thin very day. * The 
Philosopher and the Prince perceive already that they are made tor each 
other. You and M. Algarotti will *ay, FaMttmm *»« trim tabtmmmh : m 
to me, I can only make dm tehewweuto,*— profane Voltaire ! 

» Without doubt I would ho with you If 1 were not at Brussels ; hut 
my heart is with you all the same ; and Is the subject, all the name, of a 
King who ia formed to reign over every thinking and feeling being. I 
do not despair that Madame do Chfttetet will find herself some shore on 
your route : it will be a scene In a fairy tola ; she will arrive with a 
mffitdtmi mmn ' (as your ledbnlt* say*) ‘ and with rnomdt. She does 
not love you the lw* though she now believes the universe a pk-tmm, and 


* Vk Frith. 
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the nothin of void, Over her you hav* an **ren<t*»t 
which you *111 never l»«*o I« fine, my ilrur Mmntitiur, l «i«h *» anient ly 
an *h» tn innhraro you tin* j».m*ihJo. ! rmimwemt my«elf to ymtr 

friamiahip in the tWl, **«iby «r you, whew you now are.'- Tout d 
mu*, somewhat rheumatic ! 1 

Always an anxious almost tremulous desire to conciliate this 
Wg glaring geometrical Lully in ml wig. Through the 
sensitive tronsjmmtt Ling of M. tie Voltaire, you tuny see 
that feeling almost jmmfully busy in every Utter he writes 
to the Flattener of the Earth. 


CHAPTER IV 

VOI.TAIHK'* FIttHT INTF.lt VIEW WITH FRtF.RHICH 

At WcmIi in the rear of all this travelling ami excitement, 
Friedrich falls unwell ; break* down there into an aguish 
feverish disteoijwr* which, for several itiunUta after, tmjHxksI 
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[2d-nth Sept. 1740 

Jiilich Countries, when the time of decision falls. • How he 
does his Inspections we know ; — and there are still weightier 
matters afoot here, in a silent way, of which we shall have to 
speak before long, and all the world will speak. Business 
enough, parts of it grave and silent, going on, and the much 
that is public, miscellaneous, small : done, all of it, in a rapid 
punctual precise manner ; — and always, after the crowded day, 
some passages of Supper with the Sages, to wind-up with on 
melodious terms. A most alert and miscellaneously busy 
young King, in spite of the ague. 

It was in these Cleve Countries, and now as probably as 
afterwards, that the light scene recorded in Laveaux’s poor 
History , and in all the Anecdote-Books, transacted itself one 
day. Substance of the story is true ; though the details of it 
go all at random, — somewhat to this effect : 

'Inspecting his Finance Affairs, and questioning the parties interested, 
Friedrich notices a certain Convent in Cleve, which appears to have, pay- 
able from the Forest-dues, considerable revenues bequeathed by the old 
Dukes, "for masses to be said on their behalf.” He goes to look at the 
place: questions the Monks on this point, who are all drawn-out m two 
rows, and have broken into Te-Deum at sight of him : “ Husht ! You still 
say those Masses, then?” “Certainly, your Majesty !”— “And what 
good does anybody get of them ? ” “ Your Majesty, those old Sovereigns 

are to obtain Heavenly mercy by them, to be delivered oat of Purgatory 
by them.”— “Purgatory? It is a sore thing for the Forests, aU this 
while 1 And they are not yet out, those poor souls, after so many 
hundred years of praying?” Monks have a fatal apprehension. No. 
« When will they be out, and the thing complete ? ” Monks cannot say. 
« s en d me a courier whenever it is complete ! ” sneers the King, and 
leaves them to their Tc-Deum, 1 

Mournful state of the Catholic Religion so-called ! How 

1 C. Hildebrandt’s Modem Edition of the (mostly dubious) Anekdoten ■und 
Charakterziige aus dim Leben Friedrichs des Grossest (and a very ignorant and 
careless Edition it is ; 6 voll. l2mo, Halberstadt, 1829), ii. 160 ; Laveaux (whom 
we already cited), Vie de Frldlric ; etc. etc. Nicolai’s Anekdoten alone, which 
are not included in this Hildebrandt Collection, are of sure authenticity ; the rest, 
occasionally true, and often with a kind of mythic truth in them worth attending 
to, are otherwise of all degrees of dubiety, down to the palpably false and absurd, 
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mg must these wretched Monks go on doing their lazy thrice- 
ek'terious torpid blasphemy ; and a King, not histrionic but 
ail, merely signify that he laughs at them and it ? Meseetns 
heavier whip than that of satire might be in place here, 
our Majesty? The lighter whip is easier; — Ah yes, 
ndoubtellly ! cry many men. But horrible accounts are 
turning up, enough to sink the world at last, while the heavier 
drip is lazily withheld, and lazy blasphemy, fallen torpid, 
hronic, and quite unconscious of being blasphemous, insinuates 
tself into the very heart’s-blood of mankind ! Patience, 
towever ; the heavy whip too is coming, — unless universal 
[cath be coming. King Friedrich is not the man to wield 
uch whip. Quite other work is in store for King Friedrich ; 
ind Mature will not, by any suggestion of that terrible task, 
rut him out in the one he has. He is nothing of a Luther, 
>f a Cromwell ; can look upon fakcers praying by their 
•otntory calabash, as a ludicrous platitude ; and grin delicately 
is above, with the approval of his wiser contemporaries. 
Speed to him on his own course 1 

What answer Friedrich found to his English proposals, 

— answer due here on the 24th from Captain Dickens, — I do 
not pointedly learn ; but can judge of it by Harrington’s reply 
to that Despatch of Dickens’s, which entreated candour and 
npen dealing towards his Prussian Majesty. Harrington is at 
Herrenhausen, still with the Britannic Majesty there; both 
of them much at a loss about their Spanish War, and the 
French and other aspects upon it: ‘ Suppose his Prussian 
Majesty were to give himself to France against us ! ’ We will 
hope, not. Harrington’s reply is to the effect, ‘ Hum, drum : 

— Hcrg and Julich, say you? Impossible to answer; minds 
not made-up here What will his Prussian Majesty do for 
mt' Not much, I should guess, till something more 
categorical come from you 1 His Prussian Majesty is careful 
not to sjmil anything by over-haste; but will wait and try 
farther to the utmost, Whether England or France is the 
likelier bargain for him. 
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Better atilt, the IWian Majesty is intent to do something 
for himself in thnt Bcrg-Julich matter : we find him silently 
examining these Were! localities for a proper ‘ F.ntrenclud 
('amp,' Camp say of 40,000, against a certain contingency 
that may la* looked for. Camp which will much occupy the 
(In/etlwra when they get eye on it. This is one of the cun ■ 
cenw he silently attends to, on invasion, white riding about in 
the ('leva Count lies. Then there is another small item of 
business, important to do well, which is now in silence 
diligently getting under way at Wesel i which also is of 
remarkable nature, ami will astonish the Gazetteer ami 
Diplomatic circles. Him is the affair with the Bishop of 
Liege, called also the Attair of Herstal, which his Majesty has 
had privately laid-up in the corner of his mind, ns a thing to 
b« done during this Excursion. Of which the reader shall 
hear anon, to great lengths, —were a certain small preliminary 
matter, Voltaire's Arrival in these parts, once off our hands. 

Friedrich's First Meeting with Voltaire ! These other high 
tilings were once loud in the Gazetteer and Diplomatic circles, 
mid had no douht thty were the World’s History; and now 
they are sunk wholly to the Nightmares, and all mortals have 
forgotten them, - amt it is such a task as seldom was to 
resuscitate the least memory of them, on just cause ot a I rie*l 
rich or the like, so impatient are men of what is putrid mid 
extinct Hand a quite unnoticed thing, Voltaire** First inter- 
view, all reader* are on the alert for it, and ready to demand 
of me impossibilities aland it ! Patience, readm. Yon shall 
see it, without anti within, in such light as there was, and 
form some actual notion of it, if you ail! rooperefc. From 
the circumambient inanity of Did New ,ji«jh is, Historical 
shot-rubbish, and unintelligible I'ormjHmdeuce*. w« sift out 
the following particulars, of this First Meeting, or actual 
Osculation of the Star*. 

The Newspiwre, though their eye* were not yet of tho 
Argus quality now familiar to us, have been intent on Fried- 
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rich during this Raircuth-Olcve Journey, especially smee that 
sudden eclipse of him at Straaburg lately; forming now one 
scheme of route for him, now another ; Newspapers, and even 
private friends, being a good deal uncertain about his move- 
ments. Rumour now ran, since his re-appearance in the Cleve 
Countries, that Friedrich meant to have a look at Holland 
before going home. And that had, in fact, been a notion or 
intent ion of Friedrich's. ‘ Holland ? We could pass through 
Brussels on the way, and see Voltaire !’ thought he. 

In Brussels this was, of course, the rumour of rumours. 
As Voltaire's letters, visibly in a twitter, still testify to us. 
King of Prussia coming ! Madame du Ch&tclet, the ‘ Princess 
Tour’ (that is, Tour-m id-Taxis), all manner of high Dames, 
am on the tiptoe. Princess Tour hopes she shall lodge tins 
unparalleled Prince in her Palace: ‘You, Madame ? 
answers the Du Chatdet, privately, with a toss of her head : 

* His Majesty, I hope, belongs more to M. do Voltaire and 
me: he shall lodge here, please Heaven!’ Voltaire, I can 
observe, has sublime hostelry arrangements chalkcd-ont for his 
Majesty, in ease he go to Paris; which lie doesn’t, as we know. 
Voltaire is all on the alert, awake to the great contingencies 
far and near; the Chfltelet- Voltaire breakfast-table,— fancy it 
on those interesting mornings, while the post comes rounc . 

Alas, in the first days of September,— Fnednch s letter 
in dated ‘ Wesel, 2d ’ (and has the Strmlmrg Doggerel -enclosed 

j n it), the Brussels Postman delivers far other intelligence at 

one’s door ; very mortifying to Madame : ‘ That lus Majesty is 
fallen ill at Wesel ; has an aguish fever hanging on him, and 
only hope. to come:’ Koffl, Madame !— Nrat Utter, Wrneb 
Monday Sth Sept., U to the citect; ‘Do .till much hop t 
come, tomorrow i. my trembling day; it that prove to bo 
0 ffj’ Out mom it, that proves not to be off; that is on . 

next Utter, Tumday Sept. (ith, which -TS.jLSS 
(Courier itahing up with it, »y on the Thumday Mowing) 

Is,— alas, Madame 1— here it is : 

. volute., 1**11. S38-859 August-sad September H 40 ). 
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Alnff ftrkdrich to M* th Voltaire at Bmmk 

*W«mI, ilti8#fit im 

< Mu mm Vomiit«r^ apitoof myi*!f» 1 lmv* in yfaW to tli# Quartan 
fmm, whirl* in mm tmmimw limt it 'fawmlKt ; mul whatmw dmlm I 
I1H4I **f gaittg to Antwerp mul tlruMM'ln, I fiml mysrlf not m « romlitkm to 
tinttattaktt Rtich 11 jmiritry withmit rhtk* I waul*! link of you, ihrit* IHtot 
nm \ f rim i ItruH^U to rh*vo wouW not to y«i* two tong ***** n i«^**t'siyr ; 
It in |ft*i om* otwmK of you which rriitttitt* to mo, <*imfaw that I 

mn unlucky ; tor now when I ctmlil my pmut, Hint nothing 

hiuttor* me from tuning you, U*w favor get* itohmui into the tomtit***, ami 
omiiim to Ititoml tl*»|»uling mo that tMitUfariUm, 

1 $4*1 on dtiffftivtt flit* tover* my ttour Vtiltairt* ; ami tot **1* »t Iwwt hattt 
the |thwir# of uitthriidttg yrot. Main* my Ml nrn^ 1 % 4 *tr* rather 
than aimers*) 1 to M*tl*m* th«* that t ninnut hat* the 

lion iif seeing her at Mmmeh, All that me otnoit me luwt the intoittkm 
1 wit* lit ; whirl* certainly nothinir hut the favor rouht hava itiftita mo 

fllHllgH# 

* Huiuinf next I limit to it a lml>' ISw# ««r t1e*r,‘ nt 

Mttyhmd, which, ind the rout# to wWrh, this t Wrier r,n tell you of ; 
_« whom 1 shall to «M* to jmumw* you it my #*se. If the "I I*’ 1 * 
don't rum mo, 1 will w*ud for » (tanfenar it one#, Adieu ! you know 
my sentiment* uni my hwrt, FAi>*#m. 

After which the Cnmijminlcmi' suddenly extinguishes 
itself; ceiwcfi fur about a fortnight, in the Iwd wiwdated 
Editions even doe# worn* j-— nttd we mi left, to thick dark- 
l i mn, t<» our own jKKir shift# ; Dryasdust Iwing grandly silent 
oq this small interest of oum. Whit is to be done t 

Particular* tf Pint Intrrviar, on srtv-rr Struiini/ 

Here, from n jminful 1‘mlecewmr whose I'nju-r* 1 inherit, 
ire some ohl Document# ind Studies on the subject, ■-* 
sorrowful collection, in fuel, of whnt poor »jmrk» of certainty 
were to he found hovering in that dirk element ; — which do 
it list (so luminous ire certainty* always, or * sjwrks ' that 
will thine *tmig) coalesce into some feeble general twilight, 
* I*r#ui»* tMmm d$ **& if* 
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feeble but indubitable ; and even show the sympathetic reader 
how they were searched out and brought together. We 
number and label these poor Patches of Evidence on so small 
a matter ; and leave them to the curious : 


No. X. Date of the First Interview. It is certain Voltaire did arrive at 
the little Schloss of Moyland, Sept. 11th, Sunday night,— which is the 
‘Sunday’ just specified in Friedrich’s Letter. Voltaire had at once 
decided on complying,— what else ?— and lost no time in packing himself: 
King’s Courier on Thursday late ; Voltaire on the road on Saturday early, 
or the nig ht before. With Madame’s shrill blessing (not the most 
musical in this vexing case), and plenty of fuss. ‘Was wont to travel 
in considerable style,’ I am told ; ‘ the innkeepers calling him “ Your 
Lordship (M. le Comte).”’ Arrives, sure enough, Sunday night; old 
Schloss of Moyland, six miles from Cleve; ‘moonlight,’ I find,— the 
Harvest Moon. Visit lasted three days. 1 2 

No. 2. Voltaire’s Drive thither. Schloss Moyland: How far from 
Brussels, and by what route? By Louvain, Tillemont, Tongres to 
Maestricht; then from Maestricht up the Maas (left bank) to Venlo, 
where cross ; through Geldern and Goch to Cleve : between the Maas 
and Rhine this last portion. Flat damp country ; tolerably under tillage ; 
original constituents bog and sand. Distances I guess to be : To Tongres 
60 miles and odd ; to Maestricht 12 or IS, from Maestricht 75 ; m all 
150 miles English. Two-days driving? There is equinoctial moon, and 
still above twelve hours of sunlight for ‘ M. le Comte. 

No. 3. Of the Place Where. Voltaire, who should have known, calls 
it ‘ petit Chateau de Meuse’ ; which is a Castle existing nowhere butm 
Dreams. Other French Biographers are still more imaginary. The 
little Schloss of Moyland,— by no means * Meuse,’ nor even Mors, which 
Voltaire probably means in saying Chdteau de Meuse, was, as file leas 
inquiry settles beyond question, the place where Voltaire and Friedrich 
first met. Friedrich Wilhelm used often to lodge there m his Cleve 
ioumevs : he made thither for shelter, in the sickness that overtook him 
in friend Ginkel's house, coming home from the Rhine Campaign in 
1734- lay there for several weeks after quitting Gmkel s. Any other 
light I can get upon it, is darkness visible. Busching pomtedly mforms 
me a ‘It is a Parish’ (or patch of country under one priest), and fiU 
and it are a Jurisdiction’ (pair of patches under one court of justice) :- 
which does not much illuminate the inquiring mind. Small patch, this 


1 Rodenbeck, p. 21 ; Preuss, etc. etc. 

2 Erdbeschr&ibuHg, v. 659, 677* 
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»f Moyland, *1 m» not given ; * was bought,* My. 1», 4 in DH»5, by Fried 
rich ofterward. Pint King, from the Family of Kp»en/™w« «««•• knew * 
Meutoiiant Spatm, of those Dutch regions, and ww named a itovi.l 
Mansion ever thereafter,* Who lived in it ; what kind of thing ww. n, 
i« it? AUttm silmtium, from IlOwhlng and mankind, Belonged to the 
Njmen., fifty year* ago j — some shadow of our jmor banished friend the 
lieutenant resting on it? Dim enough old Mansion, with 4 court to it, 
with modicum of eijuijuuent ; lying there in the moonlight ; did not 
look sublime to Voltaire on stepping out. No that all our knowledge 
reduce* itself to this one point : of finding Moyiand in the Map, with date, 
with reminisesnes to us, hanging i>y it henceforth ! tonal.* 

Mors,- which is near the Town of Kuhrort, about midway between 
tVeael and Ddsaeldorf, must be some forty miles from Moyiand, forte- 
five from Sieve ; southward of both. No that the place, Si ./<-« < times 
de (Veer#,* ia, even hy Voltaire'* showing, this Moyiand ; were tiiere 
otherwise any doubt upon it, 4 < ‘bateau de Meuse, hanging nut a 
prospect of Mars to «*, I* had usage to reader*, Of an intelligent 
man, not to *ay a Trbmcegislu. of men, one rsp.nl* he will know in 
what town he is, after three days esperience, a* here. Hut he doe* nnt 
always", he hangs-oot a mere * shadow of M«r* by moonlight, till wo 
learn better. Duvernet, hi. Biographer, even calls it Mr use ; 

mtm wonderful idea of Mluices and a River attached to it, In Duvernet a 

IummI ! 1 

What Voltaire thought of the httervirw Turalij Years 
ojlenumls 

Of the Interview itself, with general birdVeye view of the 
Visit combined (in a very incorrect state), there is dimt 
testimony by Voltaire himself. VolUlro himself, twenty year* 
after, in for other humour, *11 jarred into angry mtvmt n, for 
cam** we shall see hy and by,— Voltaire, at the wjue.«t of 
friends, writes down. «* his Friedrich Heminisrenrea, that 
acandnlmis Vie Privfe above sjaiken of, a most sad Omuinml ; 
awl this i« the {auMtoge referring to • the little Finer in the 
neighbourhood of Clew,’ where Friedrich now waited for 

* SticleM* JPtutuJUmJ (..feUeni M»t» in t% IVoml, Iter* i» t 

mil. or two norib-wua from Muylaodj Moykod atom! 4 •* * saikou »»•<•« 

a MOuve»« tsAjem of hh»,~tb*i l* Vit de Vehstn }*» T. J. t», V.J. p. **?« 
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hint : errors corrected by our laborious Friend. After quoting 
something of that Slmshurg Doggerel, the whole of which is 
now too well known to us, Voltaire proceeds: 

* From S trash urg he/ King Friedrich, ' went to see his Lower German 
Provinces; he said he would come and see me incognito at Brussels. 
We prepared a fine house for him/— were ready to prepare such hired 
house as we had for him, with many apologies for its slight degree of 
perfection (error first),- A but having fallen 111 in the little Mansion-Itoyal 
of Meuse (Hut t mu do Memo)* a couple of leagues from Cleve/ — fell ill at 
Wesel ; and there is no (Chateau de Memo in the world (errors 2d and 3d), 
he wrote to me that he expected I would make the advances. I went, 
accordingly, to present my profound homages. Maupertuis, who already 
had his views, and was possessed with the rage of being President to an 
Academy, had of his own accord/* no, being invited, and at my sugges- 
tion (error d/A),- presented himself there ; and was lodged with Algarotti 
and Keyserling' (which latter, 1 suppose, had come from Berlin, not 
being of the Strsalmrg party, he) 'in a garret of this Palace. 

1 At the door of the court, l found, by way of guard, one soldier. 
Privy-Councillor Rambonet, Minister of State "—(very subaltern man ; 
never heard of him except in the Hernial Business, and here)— - f was 
walking In the court; blowing in his fingers to keep them warm/ 
Sunday night 11th September 1740; world all bathed in moonshine; 
and mortals mostly shrunk into their huts, out of the raw air, ' He " 
Rambonet * wore big limn rufHes at his wrists, very dirty' (visibly so in 
the moonlight? Error 6th extends ad Hhitum over all the following 
details) ; * a holed hat ; an old official periwig/— ruined into a totally 
unsym metric state, as would seem,— 'one side of which hung down into 
one of his pockets, and the other scarcely crossed hit shoulder. I was 
told, this man was now intrusted with an affair of importance here ; and 
that proved true/— the llerstal Affair. 

*1 wan led into his Majesty's apartment Nothing hut four bare walls 
there. By the light of a candle, 1 perceived, in a closet, a little truckle- 
bed two feet and a half broad, on which lay a little man xnuffied«up in a 
dressing-gown of coarse blue duffel * this was the King, sweating and 
shivering under a wretched blanket there, in a violent it of fever. I 
made my reverence, and began the acquaintance by feeling his pulse, as 
If 1 hud been his chief physician. The fit over, he dressed himself, and 
took hi# place at table. Algarotti, Keyserling, Maupertuis, and the 
King's Envoy to the Ststss-Gsnsml "—one Rftsfeld (skilled in Merstal 
matters, I could guess),—* we were of this supper, and discussed, 
naturally In a profound manner, the Immortality of the Soul, liberty, 
Fate, the Androgynes of Plato * (the Androgynm, or Men- Woman, in 
mu in* i 
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Plnta'a Pom4vtum ; by no m®«t* the finest symbolic f*»ncy of the <Hvin« 
Plato), — * wnl other small topic* of that nature.* 1 

'Hits is Voltaire 1 * account of the Visit,— which included 
three * Supper*,’ all huddled into one hy him hero ; and he 
«ay* nothing mint* of U ; launching off now into new errors, 
about ilentat, the Anti Mmrhiawi, and ho forth : new and 
uglier error*, with much more of mendacity and serious malice 
in thon, than in this harmless half du/en now put on the 


score against him. 

Of this SnpjH-r I’nrty, 1 know by face four of the K»cst* : 
MmtiHTtuis, Voltaire, Algamlti, Keyserling ; Hasfeld, Ham- 
lionet can sit a* simulacra or mute accompaniment. Voltaire 
arrived on Sunday evening ; stayed till Wednesday. Wednes. 
day morning, 14th of the month, the Forty broke up; 
V ■ ' 

I 


of Plato hy no mean* the one thing done by Voltaire ami the 
rest, on this occasion, We shall find elsewhere, * he declaimed 
hi* M'thamef (sublime new Tragedy, not yet come out), in the 
course of these three evenings, to the * »}«reehle** admiration 
- - * -* % ## * # - ***** i|f|v||*u4* thfit In? twti 
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contribution. The pretext of tins fmo Marching of Troops/— not a 
pretext at all, but the assertion, correct in all points, of just claims long 
trodden down, and now made good with more spirit than had been 
expected, f war certain rights which the King pretended to, over a 
suburb of Liege. He even charged me to work at a Manifesto; and I 
outdo one, good or bad ; not doubting but a King with whom I supped, 
and who called me his friend, must be in the right. The affair soon 
settled itself by means of a million of Ducats/— nothing like the sum, as 
we shall see, — r which he exacted by weight, to clear the costs of the Tour 
to Strasburg, which, according to his complaint in that Poetic Letter ’ 
(Doggerel above given), * wore so heavy/ 

That is Voltaire’*} view; grown very corrosive after Twenty 
Years, He admits, with all the satire: C I naturally felt 
myself attached to him ; for he had wit, graces ; and more- 
over he was a King, which always forms a potent seduction, 
so weak is human nature. Usually it is we of the writing 
sort that flatter Kings ; but this King praised xne from head 
to foot, while the AbW Dcsfontaines and other scoundrels 
( gtftiim ) were busy defaming me in Paris at least once a 
week/ 


What Voita.hr thought qf the Interview at the Time 

But let m take the contemporary account, which also we 
have at first hand 5 which is almost pathetic to read ; such a 
contrast between ruddy morning and the storms of the after- 
noon ! Here are Two I -otters from Voltaire; fine transparent 
human I -otters, as his generally are: the first of them written 
directly on gelling back to the Hague, and to the feeling of 
his eclipsed condition. 

Voltaire to M* de Maupertuk (with the King) 

‘The Hague, 18th September 1740, 

f I serve you, Monsieur, sooner than I promised ; and that is the way 
you ought to be served. I send you the answer of M. Smith/— probably 
some Herman or Dutch Bvhmtdt, spelt here in English, connected with 
the Sciences, say with water-carriage, the typographies, or one need not 
know what ;~ # you will see whore the question stands. 

1 When wo both loll Clove/— 14th of the month, Wednesday last ; 
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OOI* | lununivii **. (Iiitm'fc 8«p«, ijw 

lmh 1* In till* old cobwebby l*»l«rr, whom I *» 

AHti-Mnn-hiiur!, - * nml you took t« the right.* King. homeward., got 
u, Hum that evening. 1 milit have thought I *»* »t the fot Judgment, 
mlwm t\m Hun Wm w\mr*tm it t« fmn t\w imwwl I u m 

Frmlnim* »»id to yon, "Kit *i«*n »t my right h«m«J in Urn lUradme «f 
Berlin will to me, Ih’pmt, Mum mvuwwl, into Hollmstl. 

< I turn l nm umirdiitgty in thi* phiegiimtu- *»»«»*«' pmmdimwtt, far 
from tin* timin' fin* which »mm.»t.-» Mm |.*,ied. » h«. the Miwplm*. th« 

Aluurotti*. 1 or Mod*. low, •!>. »»’ Mm eharity at *i*» i"'!,.. »> Mm*« 

aUgnmit water* where 1 “tHl-»iu«. wmling. * •>"!'•'<} ««« “* ,1 '* ia ''' 

Inxtrui't mi< of your pW-mre*. «f y»«ur de.ign. } ,,u * ,li 1« “ »-■ 

M, tI e Valnri,* render* know de \ -h.ri ; hi. Hook ha* 

MS ton umiiI. hv a Human Nightmare. .gimr»nt **» »* »ul.)«t and 
Indeed of almost all other thing., ami »Mde to mutabo. in every page 1 
yet partly readable, if you v.rry hintom*. ami h.ve *• *««*» y*« 1 • " 

* ottir him, 1 pray you, my ro M -u. If I .to not write to him. he rr»* 
l», i have no now* to «mit 1 *hmMd lm *» exact a* 1 am devoted, if my 
wrrwtmmbwm could »* umful or agrwat.tr to him. 

* Won't you ham mo omul y«u «"»» *h«.k» f It U* «t»il in Holland 
when your order* rnmo, 1 oil! ubey in * moment, 1 pray y»« d« ml 
forgot mo t«> M, do Keyoorltug,* t*-a*ri»» *»*„«« we nme bad *»<«*, 
1 headlong duitky little man of *U (library turned t..|*y tarry, n» W »»***!- 
RiluA rnllmt him), whom wo have *een. , , 

< f„|| | hm* If th* vmmmu* titmin4 «f ^ 

rwiirr Uko to hoar almut him ? U m. ho ha* only t« -pwk !) 1* 
at Marburg, at IWrtin, or at Hall* UMU, whirl, I* a wry dtH-ro.il 

pi *Adio«, Mowdowr : you «« Ad.lrow. your ordor* l “ ^ ‘V*‘ ‘ h# 
Huguo” i Uioy will h« forwardo4 whorowr I »m ; and t .hall ho, «»y- 
whoro on earth, -Ymir* fo«Wir(d *mt* ^mryo«w«}.* ' 
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at the Hague, busy with Anti-Macchiwvd , Van Duren and 
many other tilings, — I8th October 1740, on which clay we 
find him writing many Letters,. — explains the sad accident : 

Voltaire to M. dc Cideville (at ltoucn) 

‘At the Hague, King of I’rusaia’s Palace, 

* 18th October 1740.’ 

* * * ‘This 1* my case, dear Cideville. When you sent me, 
enclosed in your Letter, those Verses (among which there are some of 
charming and inimitable turn) for our Marcus Aurelius of the North, I 
did well design to pay my court to him with them. He was at that time 
to have come to Brussels incognito : we expected him there ; hut the 
Quartan Fever, which unhappily he still has, deranged all his projects. 
He sent me a courier to Brussels/— mark that point, my Cideville ; — 
‘ and so I set out to find him in the neighbourhood of Cleve. 

* It was there 1 saw one of the amiablevt men in the world, who forms 
the charm of society, who would be everywhere sought after if he were 
not King ; a philosopher without austerity ; full of sweetness, com- 
plaisance and obliging ways (agrimem) ; not remembering that he is King 
when he meets his friends ; indeed so completely forgetting it that he 
made mo too almost forget it, and 1 needed an effort of memory to recollect 
that 1 here saw sitting at the foot of my bed a Sovereign who had an 
Army of 100,000 men. That was the moment to have read your amiable 
Verses to him:’— yes; but then ?—* Madame du CMtelet, who was to 
have sent them to me, did not, m ta patjfaU , .* Alas, no, they are still at 
Brussels, those charming Verses ,* and I, for a month past, am here in 
my cobweb Mace 1 But I swear to you, the instant I return to Brussels, 
I etc. etc. 1 

Finally, hero in wlmt Friedrich thought of it, ten days after 
parting with Voltaire. We will read this also (though other- 
wise ahead of us as yet) ; to be certified on all sides, and sated 
for the rest of our lives, concerning the Friedrich- Voltaire 
First Interview. 

King Friedrich to M. Jordan (at Berlin) 

"Potsdam, 84th September 1740. 

* Most rwrotaim.* Ihwsotor of to* noon, to* invamot, orphans, 
oitAteir rmvut ani» bkj»a*ik,-~I have read with mature meditation the 


‘ Voltaire, Iwdt a$a- 
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very profound Jordtuiio letter which was waiting hero ; * ami do um^t 
your learned proposal. 

« 1 have seen that Voltaire whom I was »t» curious to know ; hut I saw 
him with the Quartan hanging on me, and my mind m unstrung a* my 
hotly. With men of Ida kind one might not to 1m wick ; mm ought oven 
to be specially well, and in better health than common, if one could. 

< lie ban the eloquence of t'icero, the mildness of I’liny, the wisdom of 
Agrippa ; he combines, in short, what is to he collected of virtues and 
talents from the three greatest men of Antiquity. His intellect is at 
work incessantly : every drop of ink is a trait of wit from his pen. He 
declaimed his Muhmnrt to us, an admirable Tragedy which he has done, 

.... which the Official people smelting heresies in it (' toleration, * horrors 
of fanaticism; and the like) will not let him act, as readers too well 
know ! * he tnmsjsirted us out of ourselves ; 1 could only admire and 

hold my tongue. The Do t luitelet is lucky to have him ; lor ot the good 
things he flings out at random, a person who had no faculty but memory 
might make a brilliant Book, That Minerva hn« just puhh«hed her H ork 
on i'hyttit '* : net wholly bad. U ««» Kunig,' whom «e know, and 
whose late tempest in a certain teapot, * that dictated the theme to her : 
„he has adjusted, ornamented here and there with »«me touch picked 
from Voltaire at her Suppers. The i hapter on Sjuu-e i* P»t*» ‘‘e ; the - 
In abort, she i» *UU raw in the Ture Sciences, and should have 

WlllfcfiWtlU % % 

‘Adieu, most learned, most scientific, roost profound Jordan, or 
rather most gallant, most amiable, mo»t jovial Jordan ; t salute thee, 
with assurance of all llo*»e old feeling* which thou hast the art of inspiring 
In every one that k now » the*, i'ute. 

* 1 write the moment of iny arrival : in* iddiged to roe, friend i for I 
have been working, l an* going to work »UU, l*k» » I urk, or like a 
Jordan.' 1 


Th5* is hastily thrown-off for Friend Jordan, tin* imtnnt 
after his Majesty's circuitous return home. Header* enniiot 
yot attend his Majesty there, till they him* brought tin* A flair 
of Heratal, and other remainder* of the Clew Journey, along 
with them. 


* '(Emm A /fMV&t mil ft* 
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chapter v 

AFFAIR OF IIERSTAI. 

Tins Rambonet, wliom Voltaire found walking in tbe court 
of the old Castle of Moyland, is an official gentleman, other- 
wise unknown to History, who has lately been engaged in a 
Public Affair ; and is now off again about it, * on a hired hack 1 
■ or otherwise, —with very good instructions in his head. Affair 
which, though in itself but small, is now beginning to make 
great noise in the world, as Friedrich wends homewards out of 
his Cleve Journey. He has set it fairly alight, Voltaire ami he, 
before quitting Moyland ; and now it will go of itself, lhe 
Affair of Heretal, or of the Bishop of Licige ; Friedrich’s first 
appearance on the stage of politics. Concerning which some 
very brief notice, if intelligible, will suffice readers of the 
present day. 

Heristal, now called Ilcrstal, was once a Castle known to 
all mankind ; King Pipin’# Castle, who styled himself ‘ Pipin 
of Heristal,’ before ho became King of the Franks and begot 
Charlemagne. It lies on the Maas, in that fruitful Spa 
Country ; left bank of the Maas, a little to the north of 
Iilge ; and probably began existence as a grander place than 
Lidge ( Ltittich ), which was, at first, some Monastery dependent 
on secular Heretal and it# grandeurs : — think only how the 
race ha# gone between these two entities ; spiritual Lidge now 
a big City, black with the smoke of forges and steam-mills ; 
Heretal an insignificant Village, accidentally talked of for a 
few week# in 1740, and no clxance ever to be mentioned again 
by men. 

Heretal, in the confused vicissitudes of a thousand years, 
had passed through various fortunes, and undergone change of 
owners often enough. Fifty years ago it was in the hands 
of the Nassau-Orange House; Dutch William, our English 
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Protestant King, who probably scarce knew of lit. jmsM^ing 
it, w nst I ,ord of llerdat till his <1* at h. Hutch William hud 
no children to inherit 1 ier*t«l : he «iv' of kinship to the 
Prussian House, as readers are aware ; imd from that eiivimt. 
.stance, not without n great deal of dism.sitni, and diilieuSt 
* Uiusion of the Orange Heritage,’ thi- ilrrstul had, at the 
lung last, fallen to Friedrich Wills hu\ dime ; it anti 
Neuchutel, and the Cobweb i’alnee, ami mhih- other place* and 
jwrtinents. 

For Dutch William »w of kin, we nay; Ft admit t. of 
Prussia, by hit Mother the Isolde Wife of the tired Fhttor, 
wa* full cousin to Dutch William : mat the Marriage < ontraet* 
were express, though the High Mightinesses made ditlieulties, 
and the collateral Orange blanche* were abundantly trim bud, 
when it came to the fultillmg jaunt. For indeed the matter 
was intricate. Orange itself, for example, aha! was to tie 
done with the Principality of Orange ' t haiU PutssiaV; 
hut it lies imbedded deep in the tally of Frame that will Im 
a (*iesamui4J| aeration for you ! Had not Nem Intel hopjs-tird 
just then to fall home to France (or in some mowur to 
France) and la- heirless, IVussiaV Heritage of Orange would 
Itavtt done little for Pru**in ! Puneipahty of Orange was, by 
this chance, tong since, mainly in tin- lost King* time, got 
settled : 1 tint then* needed many years more of good wailing, 
and of good pushing, on Friedrich Wilhelm’s p«H , and it 
wan not till 1788 that Friedrich Wittiehn got the Hutch 
Heritage* ihially brought to the senate ; Nruch del and 
Valengin, as aforesaid, in lieu of Orange; mat now furthermore, 
the Old Palace at lam (that t ‘Witte <’,«*» an,i biggest mb «, ■!»*), 
with Jiertiuent*, with Ganich of ifuudardih ; nnd a dung of 
items, bigger and less, not worth enumerating. Of the items, 
this Hernial was one i— ami truly, so far a* this went, 

1 Nea(Mt«l, Jt! November ryojr, to Knr«J»Ub asm-** !,J "* 10 

* Fifteen other Clilmwtl* i ’ tawU xiv. hsnlly |s«se»ni>g i n<a «<» To»'y •*( 
Utrecht {14th Mireh 171J, first month at Fitedifch Wilhelm** r*‘ti<d w««W 
Louis xiv,, tm cession ot Orange, consent »n 4 isaclioa. 
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I 'Vied rich Wilhelm often thought he had better never have 
seen it, so much trouble did it bring him. 


I/070 the I/cmtallers had behaved to Friedrich Wilhelm 

The 1 Ierstal people, knowing the Prussian recruiting-system 
and other rigours, were extremely unwilling to come under 
Friedrich Wilhelm’s sway, could they have helped it. They 
refused fealty, swore they never would swear : nor did they, 
till the appearance, or indubitable foreshine, of Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s bayonets advancing on them from the East, brought 
compliance. And always after, spite of such quasi-fealty, 
they showed a pig-like obstinacy of humour; a certain 
insignificant, and as it were impertinent, deep-rooted desire 
to thwart, irritate and contradict the said Friedrich Wilhelm. 
Especially in any recruiting matter that might arise, knowing 
that to he the weak side of his Prussian Majesty, All this 
would have amounted to nothing, had it not been that their 
neighbour, the Prince Bishop of Liege, who imagined himself 
to have some obscure claims of sovereignty over Herstal, and 
thought the present a good opportunity for asserting these, 
was diligent to aid and abet the Herstal people in such their 
mutinous acts. Obscure claims ; of which this is the summary, 
should the reader not prefer to skip it : 

*The Bishop of Lite's claims on Herstal (which lie wrapt from 
mankind in the extensive jungle of his law-pleadings, like a Bedlam 
happily fallen extinct) seem to me to have grown mainly from two facts 
more or loss radical. 

* Fact Jinl, In Kaiser Barlmroima's time, year 1171, Herstal had keen 
given in pawn to the Church of Lidge, for a loan, by the then proprietor, 
Duke of Ixirralne and Brabant. Loan was repaid, I do not learn when, 
and the Pawn given hack ; to the satisfaction of said Duke, or Duke’s 
Heirs ; never quite to the satisfaction of the Church, which had been in 
possession, and was loath to quit, after hoping to continue. “Give us 
back Herstal ; it ought to be ours I ” Unappeasable sigh or grumble to 
this effect is hoard thenceforth, at intervals. In the Gliapter of LWge, and 
has not ceased in Friedrich's time. But as the world, in its loud 
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thoroughfares, aeldom or never hoard, or could hoar, *wh sighing in the 
Chapter, nothing had enmo of it, till 

* Fart m-miil, in K«i»i<r Karl v.‘* time, the Trime Bishop of Uegii 
happened to he « Natural Son of tdd Kaiser Maa'a ; and had friend* **t 
headquarters, «f« very rhoiee nature. Had, namely. in tin* sort, Kaiser 
Karl fur Nephew or Half Nephew ; and what perhaps »a« «di!l better, nit 
moiror hnttd, hint Karl's A tint, Maria t»biren of liungan , than tinvernn* 
of tlio Netherlands, fur Half Sinter, Urge, in these * h-tim eireiimstaneea, 
mid l.y other good elmm-rs that tiirm-d up, again got temporary elutehor 
half vintidi of Herstal, for a couple of years (date Ifiitt 'II, the Priw# of 


Orange, ron I proprietor, tlww AiwnU# had bought it for money down, 
tilling tlo'ii a minor) ; intro, and jwrhajw a second litno in like eireum- 
atatii'o; Imt tmd always t» renmmee it again, when tho Prime of < bang* 
nuiw to maturity. And nor since, tho « hapler of Urge sighs »» hoforo, 
** Hr ratal i« perhaps in a sense imra Mo had owon some hind of right to 
it!" »igh Inaudible in tho loud jnildio thoroughfare*. That is tho 
Bishop's rialm. Tho name of him, if anybody taro for it, U " Oeorg 
Uni wig, titular tomtit of ffrrg," nu« a iory old man ' Bishop of Uege 
ho, and him Won snatching at Herstal again, very ragorly hy any skirt nr 
tagrag that might hajqten to fly loose, these right year* in a rash 

and provoking manner;* ago eighty Iwu at proaont ; fwmr old fool, h« 
had hatter have ant quint. Thorn lira » rod in pickle for him, during 
thru* Into months j and will be surprisingly laidun, worn the time 
oome !' 


* I him* biw Authority tmr Hi mtnl, «utd jwim-r **f judging 
there in the Inal np|**«},* thi* Bishop : * You ! * thought 

Friedrich Wilhelm, who wiw fur off, mu) had little time to 
wnnte,- - * Any lVuimiiut mtuitcr Chut twhavc* ill, bring him 
to mol* said the Bishop, who was w» the spot. Ami 
nmmlingly it hut! been dune ; one notable in»t«me two Venn* 
ngo : a I'ntsswn Utudrnnnt locked in the liege jnil, on 
complaint of riotmw Hindu! ; therenjmn n Bruneian Obiter of 
rttnk (Colonel Kmitxen, worthy old Mnlpliupict gentleman) 
coming m Hoy id Meaeutiger, not admitted to audience, imy, 
laid hold of hy the lii?ge bailiff instead ; unit other unheard-of 
procedure*.* So that Eriedridh Wilhelm Itnil nothing hot 
trouble with thU jadty Kendal, and moat lutve thought hi* 

* lUtim in /Wt <k Mgt ( Uig». fftMm- limit- An, m. JJ W. 

* Mtldm- GmkuhHt il. fey-yj. 
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neighbour Bishop a very contentious highflying gentleman, 
who took great liberties with the Lion’s whiskers, when he 
had the big animal at an advantage. 

The episcopal procedures, eight years ago, about the First 
Homaging of Herstal, had been of similar complexion ; nor 
had other such failed in the interim, though this last outrage 
exceeded them all. This last began in the end of 1738 ; and 
span itself out through 1739, when Friedrich Wilhelm lay in 
Ids final sickness, less able to deal with it than formerly. 
Being a peaceable man, unwilling to awaken conflagrations for 
a small matter, Friedrich Wilhelm had offered, through 
Kreutzen on this occasion, to part with Herstal altogether ; 
to sell it, ‘for 100,000 thalers,’ say 16,0001, to the high- 
flying Bishop, and honestly wash his hands of it. But the 
highflying Bishop did not consent, gave no definite answer ; 
and so the matter lay, — like an unsettled extremely irri- 
tating paltry little matter, — at the time Friedrich Wilhelm 
diet!. 

The Gazetteers and public knew little about these particu- 
lars, or had forgotten them again ; hut at the Prussian Court 
they were in lively remembrance. What the young Friedrich’s 
opinion about them had been we gather from this succinct 
notice of the thing, written seven or eight years afterwards, 
exact in all points, and still carrying a breath of the old 
humour in it. ‘ A miserable Bishop of Li(%e thought it a 
proud thing to insult the late King. Some subjects of 
Herstal, which belongs to Prussia, had revolted ; the Bishop 
gave them his protection. Colonel Kreutzen was sent to 
Lidge, to compose the thing by treaty ; credentials with him, 
full power, and all in order. Imagine it, the Bishop would 
not receive him ! Three days, day after day, he saw this 
Envoy apply at his Palace, and always denied him entrance. 
These things had grown past endurance.’ 1 And Friedrich 
had taken note of Herstal along with him, on this Clove 
Journey; privately intending to put Herstal and the high- 

1 l'rcuss, C&uvm ( Alim . <i» Brandtbmrg), U. 53, 
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flying Bishop on a suitabler footing, before his return from 
those countries. 

For indeed, on Friedrich's Accession, matters had grown 
worse, not better. Of course there was Fealty to be sworn ; 
but the Herstal people, abetted by the highflying Bishop, have 
declined swearing it. Apology for the past, prospect of 
amendment for the future, there is less than ever. What is 
the young King to do with this paltry little Hamlet of 
Herstal ? He could, in theory, go into some Reichs-Hofrath, 
some Reichs-Kammergericht (kind of treble and tenfold 
English Court-of-Chancery, which has lawsuits 280 years old), 
— if he were a theoretic German King. He can plead in the 
Diets, and the Wetzlar Reichs-Kammergericht without end : 

6 All German Sovereigns have power to send their Ambassador 
thither, who is like a mastiff chained in the backyard' 
(observes Friedrich elsewhere) 6 with privilege of barking at 
the Moon,' — -unrestricted privilege of barking at the Moon, if 
that will avail a practical man, or King's Ambassador. Or 
perhaps the Bishop of Liege will bethink him, at last, what 
considerable liberty he is taking with some people’s whiskers ? 
Four months are gone ; Bishop of Liege has not in the least 
bethought him : we are in the neighbourhood in person, with 
note of the thing in our memory. 

Friedrich takes the Rod out of Pickle 

Accordingly the Rath Rambonet, whom Voltaire found at 
Moyland that Sunday night, had been over at Liege ; went 
exactly a week before; with this message of very peremptory 
tenor from his Majesty : 

To the Prince Bishop of Liege 

4 “Wesel, 4th September 1740. 

* My Cousin, — Knowing all the assaults ( atteintes ) made by you upon 
my indisputable rights over my free Barony of Herstal ; and how the 
seditious ringleaders there, for several years past, have been counten- 
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me — I have commanded my Privy Councilor Bambonet to reprni to 
vour presence and in my name to require from you, within two days, 
l distinct and categorical answer to this question : Whether you are stdl 
minded to assert your pretended sovereignty over Hersta , 
you will protect the rebels at Herstal, in their disorders and abommable 

di an d c?se Ce y ? ou refuse, or delay beyond the term, the Answer which I 
hereby of right demand, you will render 

before the world, for the consequences which rnfaHildy wiH follo ^ I 
am, with much consideration, -My Cousm,-Your ^ 

Cousin, 

Rambonet had started straightway for Liege, with this 
missive; and had duly presented it there, I guess on the 7th, 
—with notice that he would wait forty-eight hours, and 
then return with what answer or no-answer there might be. 
Getting no written answer, or distinct verbal one ; getting 
only some vague mumblement as good as none, Rambone 
had disappeared from Liege on the 9th; and was home at 
Moyland when Voltaire arrived that Sunday evening,— just 
walking about to come to heat again, after reportmg progress 

to the above effect. .. . 

Rambonet, I judge, enjoyed only one of those < J m £ e , 
Suppers at Moyland; and dashed off again, ‘ on hired hack 
or otherwise, the very next morning ; that contingency o 
No-answer having been the anticipated one, and all things 
put in perfect readiness for it. Rambonet’s new errand was 
to ‘ take act,’ as Voltaire calls it, ‘ at the Gates of Liege, 
to deliver at Liege a succinct Manifesto, Pair of Manifestos, 
both in Print (ready beforehand), and bearing date that same 
Sunday, ‘ Wesel, 11th September’; — much calculated to 
amaze his Reverence at Liege. Succinct good Manifestos, 
said to be of Friedrich’s own writing ; the essential ol the 
two is this : 
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Eapmkmn nf the Ueamm whhh have Imhuni kin Majexhf (hr 
Altiff nf Pmma to make jmi Reprisal# tm (he Prhur 
Bishop of tMge 

* Ilifs Mftjfuty the Kbt«: of l*ru**i*» being driven beyond hound# by 
Uin rude proceeding# of the Ihrinee Bfohup of birge, tiiM will* regret nwti 
hlmnolf forced to recur to tin* Method of Arm#, in order to repre## the 
violence »(h! affront wind* the ilfohop ha# attempted to put upon him. 
Thin resolution ha# emt hi* Majesty much pain ; the rather m he I#, by 
principle nmi disposition, fur remote from whatever ernild have the leant 
relation to rigour anti severity, 

1 Hut wring himself compelled hy the Bfohop of Urge to Into new 
metfomK he limt m other c<*ttr#ts hut l« maintain the jtwtlnt «f hi* 
right# (k jmtUm dr m Hrolf*)* and demand reparation fur the Indignity 
clone upon hi# Minister mm Krettfoen* m well m for the contempt with 
which the Bishop of Urge ha# neglected even to answer the letter of 
the King* 

* Ai tom much rigour bniw# upon cruelty, #o tm much patiomw 
rmmmhlm wmkiitm Thu*, although the King would willingly have 
wmMmA hi# latmsla to the public | mnk* ami tr»uf|uiility # it #w not 
jMHwib!* to do ao In rafomteo to hi# honour ; anti that i# the chief 
motive which turn determined him to* thin r##oint*«*i» m contrary to bia 
intentions, 

* In vain ha# It boon attempted, fey method# of mildne**, to corn© to a 
friendly agreement : it ha# I men found, tm the contrary, that the King** 
moderation only increased the Brine©'# arrugiMyr* ; that mi hi new# of mm*- 
duct on m$ aide only furnished rmemmm to pride on the other j and 
that* in fine* initwil of gaining hy m ft proeaslure, mm mm immnaiMy 
beoomltsg m .object of fetation mi disdain. 

* There tel rsg no mean# to have justice hut lit doing It tor urumlt, and 

the King feeing Huvmdgn enough for such a duty*— be intend# to make 
the Prince of bldgs feel how for ho wa# in the wrong to afett## such 
moduration «o unworthily, But In spite of m much unhandsome bo- 
hnvlour on Hie part of this Prince, the King will not lot inffoatble; 
satisfied with having shown the said Prbm that ho can pun fob him, and 
too just to overwhelm him, * 

*W«Md« Ssptsxabsr I UK l.fi®* 1 

Whether Itambonet inshttifttal his Paper* racket into the 
Palace of Seming» left It at the Gate of liege {Ratal by nail* 

1 Jf*Mm - Cmk kktet ii, 77, Said to W by KrMtkb bhmaalf |Stim«»b It. If I* 
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if he saw goad), or in what manner lie ‘ took act,’ I never 
knew ; and indeed Rambonet vanishes from human History 
at this point : it is certain only that lie did his Formality, 
say two days hence ; — -and that the Fact foreshadowed by it 
is likewise in the same hours, hour after hour, getting steadily 
done. 

For the Manifestos printed beforehand, dated Wcsel, 11th 
September, were not the only thing ready at Wesel ; waiting, 
as on the slip, for the contingency of No-answer. Major- 
General Borck, with the due battalions, squadrons and 
equipments, was also ready. Major-General Borck, the same 
who was with us at Baircuth lately, had just returned from 
that journey, when he got orders to collect 2,000 men, horse 
and foot, with the due proportion of artillery, from the 
Prussian Garrisons in these parts ; and to be ready for march- 
ing with them, the instant the contingency of No-answer 
arrives, — Sunday 11th, as can be foreseen. Borck knows his 
route : To Maaseyk, a respectable Town of the Bishop’s, the 
handiest for Wesel ; to occupy Maaseyk and the adjoining 
‘ Counties of Lotz and Horn’; and lie there at the Bishop’s 
charge till his Reverence’s mind alter. 

Borck is ready, to the last pontoon, the last munition-loaf ; 
and no sooner is signal given of the No-answer come, than 
Borck, that same * Sunday 1 1 th,’ gets under way ; marches, 
steady as clockwork, towards Maaseyk (fifty miles southwest 
of him, distance now lessening every hour) ; crosses the Maas, 
by help of his pontoons ; is now in the Bishop’s Territory, 
and enters Maaseyk, evening of « Wednesday 14th,’ — that 
very day Voltaire and his Majesty had parted, going different 
ways from Moyland ; and probably about the same hour while 
Rambonet was ‘ taking act at the Gate of Lidge,’ by nail- 
hammer or otherwise. All goes punctual, swift, cog hitting 
pinion far and near, in this small Herstal Business ; and there 
is no mistake made, and a minimum of time spent. 

Borck’s management was throughout good: punctual, 
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quietly exact, polite, xtuIHIy inflexible. V,*n would the 

Mmwevk Town Hath* have shut their K“ «'» *»» ; 
ucmtclv conjuring him, * Respite tor a few hours till we ami 
L> Liege for iiwlructioi.H ! ' Hut * «*• *» «*• W"** 
‘Unbolt, iir I hr Ml t wffi, «r the |H'tanl .ill lmve to do 
it!' llorck publidie* hi* Prodmmdum, » mild njtokfn 
rkmroiiH Piece ; Mgnifie* to the Mnft'.evh Authmit ies, l lint. 
'£Zu> -ct aVontrihulion of ««.««« .«««».) 

here, ('o.drihuti.m payable in three dam; hat he to, then 
more, while he «*»«.«« «» ^ will .med Mich «ud 

wich ration*, met, nimodat urns allow am, ti • , 

mjineiw) dnilv for hii* «iw»i priviiti* exjH i.^, one Huiu nnd, 

i» mild rhndnmnnthiue language, wave* nude nil mmmMmme. 
rcfttanl or delay, m» M.perlhnn.* rum, deration* ; nU mid 
Contribution and mpbml »upphe» come ««, it "ill U* he* 

tminful duty to bring them in.* 

lire highflying Bi*hop, much mdmmhrd, doe* now eager y 
answer M» Pn>ma» Majesty, * Wa* from home, wn* dl, thought 

he hud anawemt*, i» «»’ «“*»■ 1 “ ‘ 

ol j„. r thing* of a h valeric diameter. 9 Ami there came forth, 

n* natural to the’ dtufttion, multitodimm* complaining*, 
nmnifeatoiiig*, ftpplieatiu,,* to the Kaiser. to he noeh, « 
the Dutch, Of ft very nhriekv diameter on the Hid m,, of 
Lu'-goV l*rt ; »!*!*»«, gty, if «t all »o«»«l on l-ni* i»h». 
the whole of whirl, we shall consider imrdm nr to h ave 
midwturbwl in the nihhid, id»y**w, a* liemrlorth eommahln 
to the mulcr. ‘.Veil #/**m fifilht nmtuM, dim-M 

the ixair oh! Bishop, making moan l, »e K»m-r ■ : ‘ me r«»«, 
prmnM duntoxat ««4 /.i/ml, one M ter, .ml Jd»h- more 
♦ tlu* said King of Ban»«t* ha*, with about ‘i.tHHt hone and 
foot and warlike engine*, »» thi* month of >epten.Wr, 
entered the Territory of I**;** -hid, U .n ^ i 

trutli, hut an unavailing. Bonk i» then, and • good 

argument, with him,' « VolUim detinea the phenomenon. 


» HMn-GtsMkU, 1 . 4*? , U. MJ. 

* IM. It. 85 , 86 (dale, * 6 ih StfUwntotJ. 
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Friedrich, except to explain pertinently what my readers 
already know, does not write or speak farther on the subject ; 
and readers and he may consider the Herstal Affair, thus set 
agoing under Brock’s auspices, as in effect finished ; and that 
his Majesty has left it on a satisfactory footing, and may 
safely turn his back on it, to wait the sure issue at Berlin 
before long. 


What Voltaire thought of Herstal 

Voltaire told us he himself 6 did one Manifesto, good or 
bad,’ on this Herstal business : — where is that Piece, then, 
what has become of it ? Dig well in the realms of Chaos, 
rectifying stupidities more or less enormous, the Piece itself 
is still discoverable; and, were pieces by Voltaire much a 
rarity instead of the reverse, might be resuscitated by a good 
Editor, and printed in his WorTcs. Lies buried in the 
lonesome rubbish-mountains of that Helden-Geschichte , — 
let a Siste Viator , scratched on the surface, mark where. 1 
Apparently that is the Piece by Voltaire ? Yes, on reading 
that, it has every internal evidence ; distinguishes itself from 
the surrounding pieces, like a slab of compact polished stone, 
in a floor r amm ed together out of ruinous old bricks, broken 
bottles and mortar-dust ; — agrees, too, if you examine by the 
microscope, with the external indications, which are sure and 
at last clear, though infinitesimally small; and is beyond 
doubt Voltaire’s, if it were now good for much. 

It is not properly a Manifesto, but an anonymous memoir 
published in the Newspapers, explaining to impartial man- 
kind, in a legible brief manner, what the old and recent 
History of Herstal, and the Troubles of Herstal, have been, 
and how chimerical and 4 null to the extreme of nullity (nudes 
de toute nullite) ’ this poor Bishop’s pretensions upon it are. 
Voltaire expressly piques himself on this Piece ; 2 brags also 

i Helden-Geschichte , ii. 93-98. , „ _ , , . . 

* Letter to Friedrich: dateless, dateable ‘soon after 17th September ; which 
the rash dark Editors have by guess misdated ‘ August ’ ; or, what was safeT for 

WAY YTT 2 A 
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how h« aetlkd »M. » le i-Vmhm' (Kivneh Amha*.*adnr at the 
Hague), ‘ who came* It* »»u* tht* day before yesterday, much 
out of square ujmit the Hersttd lhi*in<**, till l (“died liitu 
straight. Ami it in evident (healthfully »»., your Majesty) 
liow VolUire Ini^iml liitusdf it* the tin/rtfr* mnl lh}*lftnmiki 
eireles, wiling Friedrich’* raw* right ; Voltaire very h»\al to 
Friedrich and hi* Liege t‘«u*e at that time; and tl.e enti- 
trnat between what hi* euldejiijanarv le tter* *ay tm the sub- 
ject, and wind hi* ulterior I’ampd! called Vk i'nnr myn, i* 


again great. 

The dull stagnant world, shaken awake by tin* Liege 
adventure, give* voire variously ; and in the (*a/.et teer and 
Diplomatic circle* it i* much criticised, bv la* mean* every- 
where in the favourable tone at ihi* tir*l bht*h of the tmsi 
m«s. * lie had written an d»»f»- March invel, say* the Abbe 
St Pierre, and even wivs Voltaire (in the t'ayki, not the 
cantemjwmry istkr/), • and he art* thiuH^ Truly he dm**, 

M ' 
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graxped by the windpipe, before ? O, help him, great Kaiser, 

bid the iron gripe loosen itself!’* The Kaiser doe* so, in 


them, atnUtsd it sltoftclhst. <*«••«» A »V*o« iP*ri», *M. m v.»!M C<*« 
the letter, wot*. 44* l*« •*» Mt 4SJ. 4*ii I >*»« **»“*'• *»4 «» »**«»« 
take the wifm etmiw. 1 li*&bm-Gm*Ankt*, it. #&■ t 
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icttvy I Min rescripts, in German Dehor tutor turns more than 
me, of a sulky, imperative, and indeed very lofty tenor; ‘ Isit 
.leorgiuH Ludovicos go, foolish rash young Di lection ( Lielulm , 
lot Majesty, we ourselves being the only Majesty), and I will 
udge between you; otherwise — !’ said’ the Kaiser, ptmdcr- 
msly shaking his Olympian wig, and lifting his gilt cane, or 
iceptre of mankind, in an Olympian manner. Here are some 
.ouches of his second sublimest Dehortatorium addressed to 
Friedrich, in a very compressed state ; 1 

We Karl the Sixth, Kaiser of (Titlr* mwugh), * * * ‘Considering 
hose, in the Holy Roman Reich, almost unheard-of violent Doings 
ThtUMeMritm), which We, in Our Supreme-Judge Office, cannot alto- 
gether justify, nor will endure ..... We have the trust that you 
amrself will magnanimously see How evil counsellors have misled your 
Election to commence your Reign, not by showing example of Obedience 
;o the Iaws appointed for all members of the Reich, for the weak and 
for the strong alike, but by such Doings (Ttmthamttungm) a* in all 
juartors must cause a great surprise. 

» We give your Dllection to know, therefore, Tliat you must straight- 
way withdraw those troops which have broken Into the Udge Territory ; 
make speedy restitution of all that has been extorted especially 
General von Bornk to give back at once those AO louts d'or daily drawn 
by him, to renounce his demand of the 20, (KM? thalers, to make good all 
lamage done, and retire with his whole military force (MIIUm) over the 
Udge boundaries ;—and In brief, that you will, by law or arbitration, 
manage to agree with the Prince Bishop of Udge, who wishes it very 
much. These things We expect from your Dllection, as Kurfilrst of 
Brandenburg, within the space of Two Months front the Issuing of this ; 
and remain,’— Yours as you shall demean yourself,- K awi. 

'Given at Wien, 4th of October 1 740, ’—The last Dehortatorium ever 
signed by Karl vi. In two weeks after he ate too many mushroom*,— 
and immense results followed 1 

Dehortatorium* had their interest, at Berlin and elsewhere, 
for the Diplomatic circles ; but did not produce the least 
effect on Borck or Friedrich; though Friedrich noted the 
Kaiser’s manner in these things, and thought privately to 
himself, as was evident to the discerning, ‘ What an amount 

* B»Mm- Gut kit kt*, U. U7 j » first and mlldsr (*W, 73). 
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hi wig .i:*ii iluil old pmtlnrmn * 1 A mdohlc Kaisers Am- 
|llt;%%i 4 iliS|\ Urn Hi. 4 H.it, wlui ti-Hit COlue with HOlUe AcceMKUMl 
taoof dinirni*, itt then* weeks Wns treated slight ingly by 
Vriednrli ; hardly admitted fit Audience ; nuct l^riml rich’s 
public tvjilv h» flit* ht*f. IMmuinhirisitH hud utmost some- 
thing * if in it ; Kill eumwUoiS yourself, Most; I tread 

Knowr * It. A i fiii that me * midcd by emm-sellors, who 
might chance tn wf firrmuny trn fire* were others m unwise 
nn t buy ! * W hub bitter phrase wn* rejtmrkuhle to nmukimk 

There i% n Jong iwrmmf. already rumup between t lint old 
griiili’iiwn, wifi* bit Seekeiidurfs iiruiukow's with bin dull 
itwdmeic*, wiggrnes hu«I this young gent lemon, who has 
nearly bml bis heart broken iiml hU Father** house driven 
tiimt tn tbnii 1 fir. re k .remade* *it Iiio {tod \ ration* duly 

ond fiftv hods o day for hi* own private expungs; 
iiiut there U no answer to the Kni*ei% or in dttirp Strict terms 
(about 1 rtftiiHim nf wiling tferiiiany on fun *)* milter worse 
llniii mine* 

Header* n% well m Friedrich did, wlwt the upshot of 
this ivtloir unnt lie ; - we will now thii*h it off* ittnl wiwh our 
hand* of it* trefore following his Majesty to Herlin* dim poor 
ftidtop hn.it applied* dtriekuig* In the French for help find 
there mint? mine mlliHpihil paMiige* lte|wi*et* Vulltutu find 
fVlielOil* if that were a nwnli. Hr had shrieked in like 
ftwtttief In the Dutch* hot without remit of noy kind Inw- 
itltje in that ijoarter ; rurrpt from the Kidwr, k so 

nnteli ip a fkkmiiitmiiim to tie gut, Wherenpuu the once 
highflving, mo% vnitdv dirirMng flidjitp dbemi# clearly that 
there k hut t*nr emirwe left , I tie wimi* which torn lain wide 
opn for twitne ymtn jutal* had not hi* flight gone too high for 
irring it* Itefurr thiw week* nre over* seeing how Hehorta- 
toriuin* go* lie xamd* hi* Auitmwwuior* to Iteilm, Ids itpiogitw, 
j 1 1 Would not your Majesty prhup consent to sell 

1 Amimmrnkm unite*! iSth HwjttcroWir i UaI Hftiortunainw am yet tmt 
wimi cetuebwil Mk uciul*« (Hwtlculm.a, m 
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this Herstal, as your Father of glorious memory was pleased 
to he willing once ? ’ — 

Friedrich answers straightway to the effect : ‘ Certainly 1 
Pay me the price it was once already offered for : 100,000 
thalers, plus the expenses since incurred. That will be 
180,000 thalers, besides what you have spent already on 
General Borck’s days’ wages. To which we will add that 
wretched little fraction of Old Debt, clear as noon, but never 
paid nor any part of it; 60,000 thalers, due by the See of 
I,ic%e ever since the Treaty of Utrecht ; 60,000, for which 
we will charge no interest : that will make 240,000 thalers, 

36,000Z., instead of the old sum you might have had it at. 

Produce that cash ; and take Herstal, and all the dust that 
has risen out of it, well home with you.’ 1 The Bishop thank- 
fully complies in all points ; negotiation speedily done (‘ 20th 
Oct.’ the final date) : Bishop has not, I think, quite so much 
cash on hand ; but will pay all he has, and 4 per centum 
interest till the whole be liquidated. His Ambassadors ‘ get 
gold snuff-boxes’ ; and return mildly glad ! 

And thus, in some six weeks after Borck’s arrival m those 
parts, Borck’s function is well done. The noise of Gazettes 
and Diplomatic circles lays itself again ; and Herstal, famous 
once for King Pipin, and famous again for King Friednch, 
lapses at length into obscurity, which we hope will never end. 
Hope ; — though who can say ? Roucoux, quite close upon it, 
becomes a Battle-ground in some few years ; and memorabili- 
ties go much at random in this world ! 


CHAPTER VI 

RETURNS BY HANOVER; DOES NOT CALL ON HIS 
ROYAL UNCLE THERE 

Friedrich spent ten days on his circuitous journey home; 
considerable inspection to be done, in Mmden, Magdeburg, 
1 Stengel, iv. 60, who comas in gulden, and is not distinct, 
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not to npenk of other huninmw hr had. 'IV old Nt*ws|Hipr, 
ate still more intent upon him, now Hint the Hewtnl AHair 
hm broken into flame : the Knglidi New^r*; 

who mim that there are *»f coitrGhtp going on 

lietween great George their King ami him. Here w «»** 
correct in every jarint, for the ohl Snndmt 1 nhhe : letters 
from Hanover snv, that the King of IWia jm^-d within a 
Hnudl distance of that City the Hith i»*t. on \m return 
to Berlin, hut did not atop at Ifermihaumi ; * about which 
then* has t>een such hoping and sedating among u* lately. 
A fact which the extinct Editor seem* to meditate tor a day 
or two; after which he my* <l»rtl? in o|«;»m«g hw 

Km the second time, like « Friar Bacon* Head significant to 
the Public : ‘ Letters from Hanover tell »»* that the Inter- 
view, which it was shh! his Majesty was to have with the 
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Si;2, Owl# of Minerva that then were, mleavonr to 
draw inferences. The noticeable fact is, briednch did, on 
this occasion, pass within a mile or two of his royal Uncle, 
without seeing him; and hud not, through hie, another 
opportunity; never saw the sublime little man at all, nor 

W,W | 'u'lieve Vrieilrich little knows the thick-coming difficulties 
of his Britannic Majesty at this juncture; and is too ^patient 
of these laggard procedures on the part of a man wit 1 y 
ilatr-ik tf-te. Modem readers too have forgotten Jenkm 
Far • it is not till after long study and survey that one begins 
to pereeive the anomalous profundities of that phenomenon to 
,1 * nowr Knghsh Nation and its poor George u. 

The English sent off, last year, a scanty Expedition, six 
whins of the line; only sis, under Vernon, a fiery Admiral, a 
ie givin to i ftey in Parliamentary talk withal ; and 
\Jm did prom,! to Wwto-Itello on the ‘ M “" 
Sooth America; did hurl-out on I’orto- Bello such a ncry 
destructive deluge, of guttnory and bayonet-work, .wjuick y 
mluced the poor place to the verge of ruin, and forced it to 
surrender with whatever navy, garrison, goods and re80U ^ 
12 „ it, to the discretion of fiery Vernon, --who does not 
ZL implacable, he or his, to a petitioning enemy. Yes, 

1 hi* the insolent but then be merciful to them, say the 

f! L T„L l „ rc .„ff Mr. .lol.Mlrf, lino, *» K“ l h “ M ° f 
Ztol ZrJr, or even tlm* or four ditat mm*m wl.o 

Zl ; l^,v thouZt 1* would bo slit lo ribbons ; but our 

, *»l.lo lunuimnimoosly pardoned him, 

him aside out of sight;’ 1 impossible to shoot a dog m co 

Ui) Whereupon Vernon returned home triumphant ; md there 
is now astonishing to think ot. nm. R 

. a„ »*»•, m «■ '« t' 1 """’" “ * m 




Thalamus nml Treasury hm* launbarded suddenly mu* night 
hv mllud ball*, Madrid < *it V laid in ashes, nr lUhv < ’art ox's 
Apanage extinguished from t'reatmn, then* euuld hardly have 
been greater English joy (witness the * iWto - Hellos’ they still 
have, new Towns so-named) ; so flamy i* tlu* murky element 
growing on that hrnd, Ami indeed luul the eipher of tar. 
barrels burnt, nml of nle barrel* drunk, ami the genemt 
nmnuit of wiek ntui fallow spent in illuminations and in 
aldermanic exertions on the matter, lawn accurately taken, 
one doubt* if Porto- Hello sold, without shot fired, to the 
highest bidder, at its fluweriest, would have covered such a 
mum For they are a singular Nation, if stirred up from 


nml moat furious business to than* old English ; and, to us, 
after form! study of it, shine* out like far-off remilag ration, 
with « certain lurid significance in the then night of things. 
Night otherwise fallen dark and somniferous to modern man. 


first, laxm dead against this Sjmnish War, Uw problem is all 


War, if it continue any length of time? Aim 


tJ 
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most sensitive, — our own Electoral Dominions where no Par- 
liament plagues us, our dear native country, Hanover. 
Extremely interesting to know wliat Friedrich of Prussia 
will do in such contingency P 

Well, truly it might have bo*n King George’s best bargain 
to close with Friedrich ; to guarantee Ji'ilich and Berg, and 
get. Friedrich to stand between the French and Hanover; 
while George, with an England behind him, in such humour, 
went wholly into that Spanish Business, the one thing needful 
to them at present. Truly; but then again, there are con- 
siderations: ‘What « this Friedrich, just come out upon 
the world? What real fighting power has he, after all that 
ridiculous drilling and recruiting Friedrich Wilhelm made? 
Will he be faithful in bargain ; is not, perhaps, from of old, 
his bias always toward France rather? And the Kaiser, 
what will the Kaiser say to it?’ These arc questions for a 
Britannic Majesty! Seldom was seen such an insoluble 
imbroglio of potentialities; dangerous to touch, dangerous 
to leave lying ; — and his 'Britannic Majesty’s procedures upon 
it are of a very alow intricate sort ; and will grow still more 
so, year after year, in the new intricacies that are coming, 
and be a weariness to my readers and me. For observe the 
simultaneous fact. All this while, Robinson at Vienna is 
dunning the Imperial Majesty to remember old Marlborough 
daya and the Laws of Nature; and declare for us against 
France, in case of the worst. What an attempt ! Imperial 
Majesty has no money ; Imperial Majesty remembers recent 
days rather, and his own last quarrel with France (on the 
Polish-Election score), in which you Sea Powers cruelly stood 
neuter 1 One comfort, and pretty much one only, is left to a 
nearly bankrupt Imperial heart ; that France does at any 
rate ratify Pragmatic Sanction, and instead of enemy to that 
inestimable Document has become friend,— -if only she be 
well let alone. * I-et well alone,’ says the sad Kaiser, bank- 
rupt of heart as well as purse : ‘ I have saved the Pragmatic, 
got Fleury to guarantee it ; I will hunt wild swine and not 
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shiwlows nny more ; n»k im not ! ’ Am! now this Umtiil 
btiainesH; the Imperial IbhorUtorium*-, perhiijw of n hi^li 
nature, that nre like to eoitte? Mon* hujwlev, proposition 
tlu> Britiumh* Mnjesfy never untile Hum thi» to tin- Kuixei*, 
But he jK'oists ill it, o filer* ttohin-on to jiernsf , knurl, » nt 
the Auntritin door with one hand, nt tin* IW-ian or Anti 
Austrian with tin* other ; 11ml ga/e», witii thoM- prom! foh cto, 
into {htiIh mni potent ialitie* and n *rn of trnuldrv Wearisome 
to think of, were not one hound to it ! ! ten*, from n singular 

CuMtUutUmal HUtnrtj <>f f 'n^ltnui, not yet gut into print, arc 
two Kwrjit# ; whirls 1 will re»pt«*t the reader to try if he 
nui take along with hint, in view of nniih that is eoming *, 


J. A ju*t ‘Thin W«r, wbi«h posterity nt m the tt'nr /be 

JmMm '» Knr, «w, if w*> examine n, * Indispensable am ; the dim 
mucti tM-wllitem! Bunled*, driven iuln it by their deepest liniinrl», were, 
in * eh*oli« inartieuUte way, rl#ht mot not worn# in uMn* it m the 
Commandment «f itmtwi. For »t*«*b, in * ow», it •** l ** »h»l! by and 
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fulfilment of tiro wild Heaven# eommstid* I reckon that thin War, 
though there were intervals* Treaties of I 1 **?* nmm titan mm t and th# 
War had various namoa,— ■■ <114 not end till 17051. Ami ih«ti| by degree#, 
the jump English Nation found that (at, say, a thousand timei th« 
ueceMtary oxgiwitus and with Imminent peril to its poor head, and nil the 
bones of It# hotly) it had apttmlly aupp«Hwiod t >-'-hy dreadful exertion# in 
its piecp ! This will ho more apparent by and by ; ami may ho a kind of 
comfort t<> the mut English reader, drtftrily aurvayingauch aomnamhutiama 
on the pari of bin poor ancestors/ 

% fm art Two grand Difficulties in thia Faroe- 

Tragedy of a War; of whirl* only one, and that not the worst of ill# 
Pair* h In th# loaat aurmiaod by th« Etigliab hUltorto. Difficulty First, 
whirl* Is mm wow than the other, and will surprisingly attend flit 
English in all their Warn now coming* la : Thai titelr ftghtittgmpparattia v 
though mad# of excellent materiel, cannot fight, ^belng In diaorgatdo 
condition ; mm bmxmh of it, aapaoially tha 11 Military M tine m limy mm 
pleased tit rail It, bring m good m totally chaotic, and thia in a quits 
habitual manner, thia long while hack. With tha Naval branch It la 
oiisarwlan ; whirl* alar* la habitual them, The English almost m If by 
nature ran mil, and fight, In ship# ; cannot writ help doing It Bailor# 
Ixmumarahltt am brad to them; they are planted In the Ocean, op# lent 
atomy Naptuxia dipping them In all hi# mood# forever : and thru by 
nature, bring a dumb, mind* -enduring, murh-reflerliitg, aiirnt, veracious 
and valiant kind of i*#opi«s they shine In that way of Ilf#, whirl* specially 
requlra# such. Without much forethought, they haw# mlUm litimm tr- 
eble, and of tha bant quality. The English have among them also, 
strange m it may nmm to tha cursory. observer, a great gift of organising ; 
witness thalr Arkwright# and other# s and thi# gift they may often, In 
matter# Naval more than elsewhere, got the chance of exercising* For a 
8hlp*a Crew* or oven a Fleet, unlike a land Army, I# of Itself a unity, It# 
fort it no# disjoined, dependent on it# own management ; and it fall#, 
moreover, m no land Army ran, tilth# undivided guidance of one man,*— 
who (by hypothesis* being Kugllah) ha# now and then, from of old, 
chanced to bn an organising man ; and who Ik always much Interested to 
know and practise what hm been well organised. For you are ip etmtnrt 
with verities, loan unexampled degree, when you get upon tin* Oxmmi» 
with intent to will on It, much more to fight m It t— : fottomlew desire#* 
tion raging beneath you and cm all hand# of you. If you neglect, for my 
reason, tha method# of keeping It down, and making It float you to your 
aim 1 

* The English Navy !# In tolerable order at that period. But an to the 
English Army,— we may my It 1% in a wrong sense, the wonder of tit# 
world, and continues #o throughout the whole of this History and fortb#r I 
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Km'<*r Imfori** nmoiur th* mtJwwI #wi« of Mm% won* Armi«w will wit 
m iiif.li o*rm*» -immfjy wiflnmt n Urnorwl, or *ith tw ihnwrd trmhr* 
hliimliiin thf of Itin 11m I , ? nr I i ^ h h.%u* it nntmu itmt, 

tM*itfrnli)iip i* iu»t tuuitnl ; tlmt Wnr t» ml »u Ait, «*» i^mng Mu*** 
m Imtling tint wul lining \W < ftlfulu* urn (umi it 

muelt tli* 4 !»|M*r Art limit miy «f tin***) ; tlmt War U •*» Mf !»y Niituns m 
outing i* y lit itl f mi i' 2 * **»:*♦ 1 1ft! mm t :, y ft H Motion 

with ( VrLt‘4 Imt MU it «ill *Im trfV wrlh lit t*>» 4 *Hn!»l I Imw ml fmmtl 
Mjmrlty of 4. **}i»u «hh«hi? *»**> IVmjiIm* Tin* h ilifliruUy 

Kind/ Iliil iff. !«y ttti KoglUt* IV.ijtlr*, of gwO ojmfity 

MU Humf HiilijwK 

* lljfTtntlty Sormn I in, That tlioir Ministry, wlmm llu»y lint In fnmt lnfti 
Him War* primp 1I0 iiwt go mitmmly n\nm if, And primp ovum, in 
Him nlmvf I’irrmtmiMtrt*#, tiny totally *»* 4 t UumMm bnw It* km nprt i| t 
1 rnrif fluty sifVff m> *i*j«ltiti« ? I.itfliriiliy >oo«utl ting til It** fonrtf i$flpil| 
wi«ro H w*t fur Ihltknilty Kimt* Hu* Un* u*tmm**!«*r4t*if **! *«r i** ft tiling 
91 1 no flint tlMt* lint rninf f« » limn I At* ratio# T1A« .Nn'uutl ififlktilfy* 
tlmt WnJpIr wot primp *»tUl liitfkrr Iim 4 # nant ffitl* gim# 

hi* Itritinmir Alnjf^ty InfUtifr trimMi* 1 »n 4 " 

* Anti ill t»itt»r(« lit* ntitiul* thrns «• it I* tt$o tinilrr^rg 
mlviinml* looking loftily info ft rooMtlrrnliU- of trootiini, 
, f lint tiny whvn Frii^lrii ti ilr«tvr jwt im», FritJny 1 Util 
JT+H* ntni m*vrr rnuif m* nrftr him ngnm. 

Ttin m-* l ifftftisw** fur Friitlrirlt wm it VUit ft! lliitti^ttrirk, 
to tlir Afihfitit** ntnl KtinlmU in nhm wm no 

liwjiortitnt; lit! It* m 4 i to \n< tiimtr ; lint rot h«! «F tin* young 
IVtitro, AugOfti Willtofui* Hrir 'IWwmptito ^hmn m« mw in 
Stmibtifgi let n Priottmn i»f tint I 1 Ioh*i% l mum A«m*iin f 
yottnpr Sinter of Frtwirii'liV own A mmh^t pmummg 

twmwgomrot s whtrft Ittniwl out wrll nnoiigli, Uiom^Ii thf 
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WINTKH 

Bv tlxin Jlmtnl token, which is now Musing abroad, now 
*tmi for a month to come, it win hi* judged that tilts young 
King of Prussia intends to stand on his own footing, quite 
peremptorily if need he ; and will by no means have himself 
UhI idiout in tmjierinl harness, as his late Father was. Bo 
that a dull Ptdilie ( 1 lerrenhauseu very sjieeially), and Gazetteer 
Owls of Minerva everywhere, may expert events. All the 
more indubitably, when that sjmde-work comes to light in the 
Wend Country. It is privately eertain (the Gazetteers not 

yet sure about it, till they m* tbe netmd spades going), this 
new King does fully intend to assert his rights on tk-rg-didieh ; 
ami will appear there with his iron ramrods, the instant old 
Kur- Pfalz shall decease, let France and the Kaiser say No to 
it or say Yes. There are, in fact, at a fit place, * Biiderich 
• i» the neighbourhood of WescI,’ certain rampart- works, 
beginnings tui of an Entrenched Camp, going on for 
Jlevlew purpoMM merely,'’ say the Gazetteers, in italics. Here, 
it privately is Friedrich's resolution, shall a Prussian Army, 
of the due strength (could In* wellnigh 1 00,000 strong if 
needful), make its appearance, directly on old Kur-Pfuiz's 
decease, if one live to wt such event.’ France ami the Kaiser 
will probably take good survey of that Biiderich phenomenon 

before meddling. ,, 

To do his work like a King, amt shun no ]K*rd and no toil 
in the course of what his work may he, is Friedrich’s rule and 
intention. Nevertheless it is clear he exjicets to approve him- 
self magnanimous rather in the Peaceable operations than, in 
the Warlike ; and his outlooks arc, of all places and pursuits, 
towards Heinsborg and the Fine Arts, for the time being. 

* SttDMl, lv. 4l. 
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His Public activity meanwhile they tlem-rilie as * prodigious,' 
though tin- ague still fling* to him ; such building, instituting, 
managing : Oja-ra-House, French Theatre, Palace for his 
Mother ; tiny hv tiny, tunny things to in* recorded hy Jviitor 
Fortney, though tin* rule nlmut them Inn- is silence except on 


must*. 

No (iouht tin* ngtir is it.M-lf privately « j*oint of moment. 
Such n vexatious j ml try lit lit* tiling, in this bright whirl of 
Activities, Public nntl other, which he continue* umnuging in 
H|»it« of it; impatient to In* riil of it. Hut it will not go; 
there it renpjienr* always, punctual to its ‘fourth tiny,’ like 
* snarling street dog, in the high Hull room and Work room, 
‘He is thinking Pyrnmnt wnter ;* hits himself prof toned 
Quinquina, n reuusty just come up, hut the Doctors shook 
their Iteniis ; ha* tried suntt hew of Heiu»lirrg, too short ; he 
intends soon to lie out there for a right spell of country, there 
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■to 11 wreck! Here, in abridged and partly rectified form, are 
■the phenomena witnessed : 

‘ We arrived at Berlin the end of October’ (Monday 17th, a S above 
said). ‘ My younger Brothers, followed by the Princes 0 e 
and by all the Court, received us at the bottom of the stairs. I was led 
to my apartment, where I found the Reigning Queen my bisters 
CTJlrique, Amelia), ‘ and the Princesses ’ (of the Blood as above, Sch 
and the rest). ‘I learned with much chagrin that the King ™ ill 
tertian ague’ (quartan; but that is no matter). He sent me word 
that, being in his fit, he could not see me; but that he depended on 
Having that pleasure tomorrow. The Queen Mother, to whom w 
without delay, was in a dark condition; rooms all hung with then 
lugubrious drapery, everything yet in the depth of Imourmng for my 
Father. What a scene for me ! Nature has her rights , I can say wit 1 
truth, I have almost never in my life been so moved as on this occasion.^ 
Interview with Mamma,— we can fancy it,— f was of the most touching. 
"Wilhelmina had been absent eight years. She scarcely knows the young 
ones again, all so grown ;— finds change on change ; and that Time, as he 
always is, has been busy. That night the Supper-Party was exclusively 

a Hot Brother's welcome to her on the morrow, though ardent enough, 
she found deficient in sincerity, deficient in several points ; as indeed a 
Brother up to the neck in business, and just come out of an ague-fit, does 
not appeal to the best advantage. Wilhelmina noticed how ill he looked, 
so lean and broken-down (maigre et defait) within the last two.mon s , 
but seems to have taken no account of it farther, in striking her balances 
with Friedrich. And indeed in her Narrative of this Visit, not, we will 
hope, in the Visit itself, she must have been in a high state of magnetic 
deflection, -pretty nearly her maximum of such, discoverable in those 
famous Memoirs, — such a tumult is there in her statements, all gone to 
ground-and-lofty tumbling in this place; so discrepant are the still 
ascertainable facts from this topsyturvy picture of them, sketched by 
her four years hence (in 1744). The truest of magnetic needles ; but so 

sensitive, if you bring foreign iron near it ! 

Wilhelmina was loaded with honours by an impartial Berlin Public, 
that is. Court Public; 'but, all being in mourning, the Court was not 
brilliant The Queen Mother saw little company, and was sunk in 
sorrow ;-had not the least influence in affairs, so jealous was the new 
King of his Authority, -to the Queen Mother’s surprise, saysWilhel- 
mina. For the rest, here is a King ‘ becoming truly unpopular or, we 
fancy so, in our deflected state, and judging by the rumour of cliques) ; 
» a general discontent reigning in the Country, love of his subjects pretty 
much gone ; people speaking of him in no measured terms (in certain 



were not wanting; that King Frindrkh *w not aroiabe 
evmhmlv at this turns whirl. imtmi h<’ never grew to 
at Any other turn Ur had to l* « King; tlm! **■ t 
trade he followed, not tin- «|uite ihflrnmt «»*' of In uig arniat 


who «Uot himself In litbegun V There are >«»»»>« gentlemen 
anti old sometime* In conaidwabl# qujuttiUc* to whom., » 
were in your duty, h* a King of men (»r even m a * King of 
one man ami his affairs* if that is all vonr kingdom), you 
should have been hateful instead of amiable ! That l*a stern 
truth * too mueh forgotten hy Wilhelmina ami others, Again, 
what a deadening and killing rimnnstance is it in the rarer. 


your inner man 
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cannot in any but the noblest ages, and then only to a select 
few. I should guess Friedrich was at no time fairly loved, 
not by those nearest to him. He was rapid, decisive; of wiry 
compact nature ; had nothing of his Father’s amplitudes, 
simplicities ; nothing to sport with and fondle, far from it. 
Tremulous sensibilities, ardent affections ; these we clearly 
discover in him, in extraordinary vivacity ; but he wears them 
under his polished panoply, and is outwardly a radiant but 
metallic object to mankind. Let us carry this along with us in 
studying him ; and thank Wilhelmina for giving us hint of 
it in her oblique way. — Wilhelmina’s love for her Brother 
rose to quite heroic pitch in coming years, and was at its 
highest when she died. That continuation of her Memoirs 
in which she is to develop her Brother’s character, was never 
written : it has been sought for in modem times ; and a few 
insignificant pages, with evidence that there is not, and was 
not, any more, are all that has turned up. 1 

Incapable of falsity prepense, we say ; but the known facts, 
which stand abundantly on record if you care to search them 
out, are merely as follows : Friedrich, with such sincerity as 
there might be, did welcome Wilhelmina on the morrow of her 
arrival ; spoke of Reinsberg, and of air and rest, and how 
pleasant it would be ; rolled-off next morning, having at last 
gathered-up his businesses, and got them well in hand, to 
Reinsberg accordingly ; whither Wilhelmina, with the Queen 
Regnant and others of agreeable quality, followed in two 
days ; intending a long and pleasant spell of country out 
there. Which hope was tolerably fulfilled, even for Wilhel- 
mina, though there did come unexpected interruptions, not of 
Friedrich’s bringing. 

Unexpected News at Reinsberg 

Friedrich’s pursuits and intended conquests, for the present, 
are of peaceable and even gay nature. French Theatre, 

1 Pertz, Ueber die Denkwiirdigkeiten der Markgrdfin von Bayreuth (Paper 
read in the Akademie der Wissenschaften , Berlin, 25th April 1850). 
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if readers care : 4 Prince August Wilhelm," lately betrothed ; 

c Graf Truchsess,’ home from Hanover ; ‘ Colonel Graf von 
Finkenstein,’ old Tutor’s Son, a familiar from boyhood upwards; 
c Baron Pollnitz,’ kind of chief Goldstick now, or Master of 
the Ceremonies, not too witty, but the cause of wit ; ‘ Jordan, 
Bielfeld,’ known to us ; and lastly, 6 Fredersdorf,’ Major-domo 
and Factotum, who is grown from Valet to be Purse-Keeper, 
confidential Manager, and almost friend, — a notable personage 
in Friedrich’s History. They decide, 6 Better wait ! ’ — 

They wait accordingly ; and then, after about an hour, the 
trembling-fit being over, and Fredersdorf having cautiously 
preluded a little, and prepared the way, the Despatch is 
delivered, and the King left with his immense piece of news. 
News that his Imperial Majesty Karl vi. died, after short 
illness, on Thursday the 20th last. Kaiser dead : House of 
Hapsburg, and its Five Centuries of tough wrestling, and 
uneasy Dominancy in this world, ended, gone to the distaff: 
— the counter- wrestling Ambitions and Cupidities not dead ; 
and nothing but Pragmatic Sanction left between the fallen 
House and them! Friedrich kept silence; showed no sign 
how transfixed he was to hear such tidings ; which, he fore- 
saw, would have immeasurable consequences in the world. 

One of the first was, that it cured Friedrich of his ague. 
It braced him (it, and perhaps ‘ a little quinquina which he 
now insisted on’) into such a tensity of spirit as drove out 
his ague like a mere hiccup ; quite gone in the course of next 
week ; and we hear no more of that importunate annoyance. 
He summoned Secretary Eichel, ‘ Be ready in so many minutes 
hence ; ’ rose from his bed, dressed himself ; 1 — and then, by 
Eichel’s help, sent off, expresses for Schwerin his chief General, 
and Podewils his chief Minister. A resolution, which is rising 
or has risen in the Royal mind, will be ready for communi- 
cating to these Two by the time they arrive, on the second 
day hence. This done, Friedrich, I believe, joined his 
1 Preuss, Thronbesteigung , p. 416. 
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any term*, lest the Kaiser should die first, and leave it welter- 
ing. No wander the poor Kaiser felt broken, disgusted with 
the long Shadow- Hunt of Life; and took to practical field- 
sjmit* ml her. An Army that cannot fight, War-Generals 
gootl only to lx* locked in Fortresses, an Exchequer that has 
no money ; after such wagging of the wigs, and Hitch Erivy- 
(otmcitling ami such War-Councilling : — let us hunt wild- 
swine, ami not think of it! That, thank Heaven, we still 
have ; that, and Pragmatic Sanction well engrossed, and 
generally sworn to by mankind, after much effort ! — 


The outer Public of that time, and Voltaire among them 
mom deUlxsratcly afterwards, spoke of ‘ mushrooms,’ an 

• indigestion of mushroom* ’ ; and it is probable there was 
something of mushrooms concerned in the event. Another 
imlMWHptent Frenchman, still more irreverent, adds to this of 
the * excess of mushrooms,' that the Kaiser made light of it. 

* When the Doctors told him he had few hours to live, he 


would not ixdievc it ; and bantered his Physicians on the sad 
new*. ** JxKik me in the eyes," said he; “have I the air of 
one dying? When you sms’ my sight growing dim, then let 
the KHcrameiitit be administered, whether I order or not.’” 
Doctor* Insisting, the Kaiser replied : * “ Since you are foolish 
fellows, who know neither the cause nor the state of my 
disorder, 1 cotmnand that, once I am dead, you open my 
body, to know what tin* matter was ; you can then come and 
let me know ! ” ’ 1 — in which also there is perhaps a glimmer- 
ing of distorted truth, though, as Monsieur mistakes even the 
day (‘ 1 8th October,' says he, not 20th), one can only accept 
it as rumour from the outside. 
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extremely dull Gentleman, but to appearance an authentic ; 
and so little defective in reverence that he delicately expresses 
some astonishment at Death’s audacity this year, in killing so 
many Crowned Heads. ‘This year 1740,’ says he, ‘though 
the weather throughout Europe had been extraordinarily fine, 
or fine for a cold year, ‘ had already witnessed several Deaths 
of Sovereigns : Pope Clement xn., Friedrich Wilhelm of 
Prussia, the Queen Dowager of Spain’ (Termagant’s old 
stepmother, not Termagant’s self by a great way). ‘But 
that was not enough: unfathomable Destiny ventured now 
on Imperial Heads (wagte sich auch an KaiserTcronen) : Karl 
vi., namely, and Russia’s great Monarchess : ’ — an audacity to 
be remarked. Of Russia’s great Monarchess (Czarina Anne, 
with the big cheek) we will say nothing at present ; but of 
Karl vi. only,— abridging much, and studying arrangement. 

‘ Thursday October 13th, returning from Halbthurn, a Hunting Seat 
of his,’ over in Hungary some fifty miles, ‘to the Palace Favonta at 
Vienna, his Imperial Majesty felt slightly indisposed,’— indigestion of 
mushrooms or whatever it was : had begun at Halbthurn the night 
before, we rather understand, and was the occasion of his leaving. ‘ The 
Doctors called it cold on the stomach, and thought it of no consequence. 
In the night of Saturday, it became alarming ; ’ inflammation, thought 
the Doctors, inflammation of the liver, and used their potent appliances, 
which only made the danger come and go ; ‘and on the Tuesday, all day, 
the Doctors did not doubt his Imperial Majesty was dying.’ (‘Look me 
in the eyes; pack of fools; you will have to dissect me, you will then 
know Any truth in all that? No matter.) ( 

‘At noon of that Tuesday he took the Sacrament, the Pope’s Nuncio 
administering. His Majesty showed uncommonly great, composure of 
soul, and resignation to the Divine Will being indeed ‘ certain,’— so he 
expressed it to ‘a principal Official Person sunk in grief’ (Bartenstein, 
shall we guess?), who stood by him— ‘certain of his cause,’ not afraid in 
contemplating that dread Judgment now near : ‘Look at me! A man 
that is certain of his cause can enter on such a Journey with good courage 
and a composed mind (mit gutem und gelassenem Muth).’ To the Doctors, 
dubitating what the disease was, he said, ‘If Gazelli,’ my late worthy 
Doctor, ‘ were still here, you would soon know ; but as it is, yon will 
learn it when you dissect me’ and once asked to be shown the Cup 
where Ihfa heart would lie after that operation. 
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aoth b e i n g over/ Tuesday afternoon, f lie sent for his Family, 

to bless them each separately. He had a long conversation with Grand 
Duke Franz/ titular of Lorraine, actual of Tuscany, f who had assiduously 
attended him, and continued to do so, during the whole illness. The 
Grand Duke's Spouse/— Maria Theresa, the noble-hearted and the over- 
whelmed ; who is now in an interesting state again withal ; a little 
Kaiserkin (Joseph n.) coming in five months ; first child, a little girl, is 
now two years old; — ‘had been obliged to take to bed three days ago ; 
laid up of grief and terror (vor Schmerzen und Schrecken), ever since 
Sunday the 16th. Nor would his Imperial Majesty permit her to enter 
this death-room, on account of her condition, so important to the world ; 
but his Majesty, turning towards that side where her apartment was, 
raised his right hand, and commanded her Husband, and the Archduchess 
her younger Sister, to tell his Theresa, That he blessed ^ herewith, 
notwithstanding her absence/ Poor Kaiser, poor Theresa . ost is 
tressing of all was the scene with the Kaiserin. The night before, on 
getting knowledge of the sad certainty, she had fainted utterly away 
(starke Ohnmacht), and had to be carried into the Grand Duchess * (Maria 
Theresa s) room. Being summoned now with her Children, for the last 
blessing, she cried as in despair, “Do not leave me^Your Dilection, do 
not (Ach s Euer Liebden,verla$$en mich dock nicht)V Poor good so s. 
Her Imperial Majesty would not quit the room again, but remamed to 

the last. . 

< Wednesday 19th, all day, anxiety, mournful suspense ; ’ poor weeping 

Kaiserin and all the world waiting ; the Inevitable visibly steuggbng on 
‘ And in the night of that day’ (night of 19th-20th Oct. 1740),/ between 
one and two in the morning, Death snatched away this most invaluable 
Monarch ( den preiswllrdigsten Monarchen ) in the 56th year of his lit , 
Td Kaiser Karl vr„ and the House of Hapsburg and its Five tough 
Centuries of good and evil in this world had ended. The poor Kais r 
< dosed the eyes ’ that could now no more behold her ; kissed his hands, 
and was carried out more dead than alive. 1 


i Anonymous, ut supra, pp. 220-227. -Adelung Pragmatischo 
(Gotha, 1762-1767), ii. 120 . Johan Christoph Adelines same who didthe 
Dictionary and many other deserving Books ; here is the precise Tltle * ‘f 
U ;h! StoaUimlitM, Eunfat,; kill, 1 Documental, Honor, of Europe, 
to Mae. Knl's Death, W til. Pen* of Pari., ,# 3 - ****%£% 
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A good affectionate Kaiscrin, 1 do believe ; honourable, 
truthful, though unwit ty of *pwH, »»d converted by Grand- 
papa in a peculiar manner. Por her Kaiser too, after all, I 
have a kind of love. Of brilliant articulate intellect then* i* 
nothing ; nor of inarticulate (a* in Priedrich Wilhelm'* tw) 
anything conaidcrable : in fact hi* Shadow If tinting, and 
Duelling with the Termagant, seemed the reverse of wine, 
But there was something of a high proud heart in it, too, if 
wo examine ; anil even the Pragmatic Sanction, though in 
practice not worth one regiment of iron ramrod*. indicate* a 
profoundly fixed determination, partly of loyal nature, *urh a* 
the god* more or less reward. * He had Itern a great bulkier, 
nay tho Historic* ; 4 wa* a great tiuixicmit, tit to lent! orchestra*, 
and had composed an ttjiem,' poor Kni*er. 'liter*, came 
out large trait* of him, in Maria Theww* again, under an 
improved form, which wen* tmicb admired by the world, lie 
look*, in hi* Portrait*, intensely *eri«tu» ; a hnmUnno man, 

stoically grave; much the f ' “ 

Supreme Gentleman. A*, in life and fact, he wa* ; • some- 
thing Holemn in him, even when lie laugh*,' the jwople mwd to 
say, A man honestly doing hi* very last with hi* jator 
Xaiaemhip, and dying of chagrin by it, * On opening the 
body, Hie liver-region proved to la* entirely deranged . in t he 
place where the gall-bladder should have liven, a dune of 
tho aiase of a pigeon’* egg wa* found grown into the liver, and 
no gall-bladder now there,' 
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courier to Regensburg, and the Enchanted Wiggeries there, 
to say That a new Kaiser will be needed; Reichs-V icar or 
Vicars (Kur-Sachsen and whoever more, for they are sometimes 
disagreed about it) will have to administer in the interim. 

A second courier we saw arrive at Reinsberg ; he likewise 
may be important. The Bavarian Minister, Karl Albert 
Kur-Baiern’s man ; shot off his express, like the others ; answer 
is, by return of courier, or even earlier (for a messenger was 
already on the road), Make protest ! ‘ We, Kur-Baiern 

solemnly protest against Pragmatic Sanction, and the assump- 
tion of such Titles by the Daughter of the late Kaiser. King 
of Bohemia, and in good part even of Austria, it is not you, 
Madam, but of right we ; as, by Heaven’s help, it is our fixed 
resolution to make good V Protest was presented, accordingly, 
with all the solemnities, without loss of a moment. To which 
Bartenstein and the Authorities answered ‘ Pooh-pooh,’ as if it 
were nothing. It is the first ripple of an immeasurable tide 
or deluge in that kind, threatening to submerge the new 
Majesty of Hungary; — as had been foreseen at Reinsberg; 
though Bartenstein and the Authorities made light of it, 
answering ( Pooh-pooh,’ or almost * Ha-ha,’ for the present. 

Her Hungarian Majesty’s chief Generals, Seckendorf, Wallis, 
Neipperg, sit in their respective prisonwards at this time (from 
which she soon liberates them) : Kur-Baiern has lodged pro- 
test ; at Reinsberg there will be an important resolution ready : 
— and in the Austrian Treasury (which employs 40,000 
persons, big and little) there is of cash or available resource, 
100,000 florins, that is to say 10,000Z. net. 1 And unless 
Pragmatic sheepskin hold tighter than some persons expect, 
the affairs of Austria and of this young Archduchess are in a 
threatening way. 

His Britannic Majesty was on the road home, about 
Helvoetsluys or on the sea for Harwich, that night the Kaiser 
died ; of whose illness he had heard nothing. At London, ten 

1 Mailath, Gcschichte des Oestrdchischen Kaiser staats (Hamburg, 1850), v. 8. 
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days after, tin* xmJtlen new* struck dismally ujh*» lm M»)«ti 
iuul tiu* Politic*! rirclrs then* : * No help. then, from thai 
quarter, in our Spanish War ; jterhnp* far other than help 1 
-Nay, certain (»aw*ttw*r» wen* afraid the grand nr* Anti 
Spanish Expedition itself, which »»' now, »* the long I**! 
after such confusions and delays, lying ready, in great strength 
Naval and Military, would hr countermanded, on Pragmatic 
Sanction considerations, and the rri»i» probably imminent. 
Hut it was not countermanded ; it sailed *11 the **»»«* 


English ami also Spanish ? tuwanis CWthagt 
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grave business of state, none guesses how grave, evidently 

going on. 'Fhe resolution Friedrich laid before them, fruit of 
thew* two day« since the news from Vienna, was probably the 
most, imjmrUnt ever formed in Ihmssia, or in Europ during 
that ( Vnturv : Resolution to make good our Rights on Silesia, 
by this great opportunity, the tot that will ever offer. 
Resolution which hod sprung, I find, and got to sudden fixity 
in the head of the young King himself ; and which met with 
little save opposition from ail the other sons of Adam, at the 
first blush and for long afterwards. And, indeed, the making 
of it good (of it, and of the immense results that hung by it) 
was the main business of this young King’s Life henceforth; 
and cost him I -atom* like those of Hercules, and was in the 
highest degree momentous to existing and not yet existing 
millions of mankind, — to the readers of this History especially. 

It is almost touching to reflect how unexpectedly, like a 
holt out of the blue, all this had come upon Friedrich ; and 
how it overset his fine program for the winter at Reinsberg, 
and for his life generally. Not the Peaceable magnanimities 
but the Warlike, are the thing appointed Friedrich this winter, 
ami mainly henceforth. Those *goldtn or soft radiances 
which we saw in him, admirable to Voltaire and to Friedrich, 
and to on esurient philanthropic world, —it is not those, it is 
• the nifxt’brighi or stellar kind,’ that are to become pre- 
dominant in Friedrich's existence ; grim hailstorms, thunders 
and tornado for an existence to him, instead of the opulent 
genialities ami halcyon weather, anticipated by himself and 
others ! Indisputably enough to us, if not yet to Friedrich, 
4 litiitiubftrg wid life to tint done* On ft nuduon, 

from the opjawite side of the horizon, see, miraculous Oppor- 
tunlty, rushing hitherward,— swift, terrible, clothed with 
lightning like a courser of the god* : dare you clutch him by 
the thunder-mane, and fling yourself upon him, and make for 
the Empyrean by that course rather ? Be immediate about 
it, then ; the time is now, or else never 1— -No fair judge can 
blame the young man that he laid hold of the flaming 
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Opportunity in this manner, iuui utwyed the new omen. Tu 
twisie such m opportunity* and perilously mount ujhui it, *« 
(he part of a young magnanimous King, lew* sensible to the 
jxnnis, and more to the other considerations, ttnu» one older 
would have been, 

Schwerin and Rodewil* were, no doubt, astonished to learn 
what the Koval purjawe was; and eould not want for eomttum 
place objections many ami strong, had this lieeii the scene for 
dwelling on them, or dressing them out at eloquent length, 
Hut they knew well this was not the seen® for doing more 
than, with eloquent modesty, hint them ; that the Resolution, 

* , % i ; * .t 1 ... a ...14 * , 
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lively at present with its Belleisles and adventurous spirits not 
restrainable by Fleury, is always on the watch to bring 
Austria lower ; — capable, in spite of Pragmatic Sanction, to 
snatch the golden moment, and spring hunter-like . on a 
moribund Austria, were the hunting-dogs once out and in cry. 
To Friedrich it seems unlikely the Pragmatic Sanction will be 
a Law of Nature to mankind, in these circumstances. His 
opinion is, ‘the old political system has expired with the 
Kaiser.’ Here is Europe, burning in one corner of it by 
Jenkins’s Ear, and such a smoulder of combustible material 
awakening nearer hand : will not Europe, probably, blaze into 
general War ; Pragmatic Sanction going to waste sheepskin, 
and universal scramble ensuing ? In which he who has 
100,000 good soldiers, and can handle them, may be an 
important figure in urging claims, and keeping what he has 


got hold of ! — _ . 

Friedrich’s mind, as to the fact, is fixed : seize Silesia we 
will : but as to the manner of doing it, Schwerin and Podewils 
modify him. Their counsel is : ‘ Do not step out in hostile 
attitude at the very first, saying, “These Duchies, Liegmtz, 
Brieg, Wohlau, Jagerndorf, are mine, and I will fight for 
them;” say only, “Having, as is well known, interests of 
various kinds in this Silesia, I venture to take charge of it m 
the perilous times now come, and will keep it safe for the 
real owner.” Silesia seized in this fashion,’ continue they, 

‘ negotiate with the Queen of Hungary ; offer her help, large 
help in men and money, against her other enemies ; perhaps 
she will consent to do us right?’— ‘She never will consent, 
is Friedrich’s opinion. ‘But it is worth trying? urge the 
Ministers.— ‘Well,’ answers Friedrich, ‘be it m that form; 
that is the soft-spoken cautious form : any form will do, if the 
fact be there.’ That is understood to have been the figure 
the deliberation in this conclave at Reinsberg, during the four 
days. 1 And now it remains only to fix the Military details, to 


1 Stenzel (from what sources he does not clearly say, no doubt from sources 
of some authenticity) gives this as summary of it, iv. 61- 5- 



to rotor. 
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That the King works, the whole day through, with an assiduity 
that is unique ; and then, in the evening, gives himself to the 
pleasures of society, with a vivacity of mirth and sprightly 
humour which makes those Evening-Parties charming .’ 1 So 
it had to last, with frequent short journeys on Friedrich’s part, 
and at last with change to Berlin as headquarters, for about 
seven weeks to come, — till the beginning of December, and 
the day of action, namely. A notable little Interim in 
Friedrich’s History and that of Europe. 

Friedrich’s secret, till almost the very end, remained im- 
penetrable ; though, by degrees, his movements excited much 
guessing in the Gazetteer and Diplomatic world everywhere. 
Military matters do seem to be getting brisk in Prussia; 
arsenals much astir; troops are seen mustering, marching, 
plainly to a singular degree. Marching towards the Austrian 
side, towards Silesia, some note. Yes ; but also towards Cleve, 
certain detachments of troops are marching, — do not men 
see ? And the Entrenchment at Biiderich in those parts, that 
is getting forward withal, — though privately there is not the 
least prospect of using it, in these altered circumstances. 
Friedrich already guesses that if he could get Silesia, so 
invaluable on the one skirt of him, he will probably have to 
give-up his Berg- Julich claims on the other ; I fancy he is 
getting ready to do so, should the time come for such alterna- 
tive. But he labours at Biiderich, all the same, and ‘ improves 
the roads in that quarter,’ — which at least may help to keep 
an inquisitive public at bay. These are seven busy weeks 
on Friedrich’s part, and on the world’s : constant realities of 
preparation on the one part, industriously veiled ; on the 
other part, such shadows, guessings, spyings, spectral move- 
ments above ground and below ; Diplomatic shadows fencing, 
Gazetteer shadows rumouring ; — dreams of a world as if near 
awakening to something great!’ 4 All Officers on furlough 
have been ordered to their posts,’ writes Bielfeld, on those 
vague terms of his : ‘ On arriving at Berlin, you notice a great 

1 Excerpt, in Preuss, Thronbestdgung, p. 418. 
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agitation in all departments of the State. The 
ordered to prepare their equipages, and to hold themsel 
readiness for marching. There are magazmes berng formed 
at Frankfurt-on-Oder and at Crossen, ® J Artillery 
JOO would s»y? ^ ™ eouf^ncos with 

-Si. J S: ‘By the middlo of 

November, Troops, to the orient ot 80,000 end 
orders to be ready for marching in three weeks hence , their 
public motions very visible ever since, their actua purpose 
mystery to all mortals except Three. 

Towards the end of November, it becomes the prevailing 
guess that the business is immediate not 
filesia may be in the wind, not Julich and ^tic 

infinitely quickens the shadowy rumounngs and Diplomatic 
fencings of mankind. The French have their special Am- 
blador here; a Marquis de Beauvau, observant military 
Seman who came with the Accession Compliment some 
time ago, and keeps his eyes well open, but cannot we ^ough 
millstones Fleury is intensely desirous to know Fnedn h 
^ but would fain keep his own (if he yet have one), and 
L Mmself quite tacit and reserved. To Fleury’s Marquis de 
Beauvau Friedrich is very gracious ; but in regar o sec , 
k fct recLocal procedure. Could not Voltaire go and try ? 
It is thought Fleury had let fall some hint to that effect, 
carried bya bird of the air. Sure enough Voltaire does go ; 
is actually on visit to his royal Friend; ‘ six days with him at 
tasberg’; perhaps near a fortnight in all (20 November- 
tn! mi; or so) J hanging about those Berhn regions, on the 
survey. Here is an unexpected pleasure to the parti , 
in regard to penetrating of secrets, an unproductive one 

Voltaire’s ostensible errand was, To report progress about 
the Anti-Macchmvel, the Van Duren nonsense ; and, at any 
rate, to settle the Money-accounts on these and other scores, 
i Bielfeld, i. 165 (Berlin, 30 th November, is the date he puts to it). 
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and to discourse Philosophies, for a day or two, with the First 
of Men. The real errand, it is pretty clear, was as above. 
Voltaire has always a wistful eye towards political employment, 
and would fain make himself useful in high quarters. Fleury 
and he have their touches of direct Correspondence now and 
then ; and obliquely there are always intermediates and 
channels. Small hint, the slightest twinkle of Fleury’s eye- 
lashes, would be duly speeded to Voltaire, and set him going. 
We shall see him expressly missioned hither, on similar errand, 
by and by ; though with as bad success as at present. 

Of this his First Visit to Berlin, his Second to Friedrich, 
Voltaire in the Vie Privee says nothing. But in his Siecle de 
Louis XV. he drops, with proud modesty, a little footnote 
upon it : ‘ The Author was with the King of Prussia at that 
time ; and can affirm that Cardinal de Fleury was totally 
astray in regard to the Prince he had now to do with.’ To 
which a date slightly wrong is added; the rest being perfectly 
correct. 1 No other details are to he got anywhere, if they 
were of importance ; the very dates of it in the best Prussian 
Books are all slightly awry. Here, by accident, are two pool 
flint -sparks caught from the dust whirlwind, which yield 
a certain sufficing twilight, when put in their place ; and 
show us both sides of the matter, the smooth side and the 
seamy : 


1 . Friedrich to Algarotti , at Berlin . From ‘Reinsberg, 

21 st Nov.,’ showing the smooth side 

‘My dear Swan of Padua, — Voltaire has arrived; all sparkling with 
new beauties, and far more sociable than at Cleve. He is in very good 
humour ; and makes less complaining about his ailments than usual 
Nothing can be more frivolous than our occupations here mere verse- 
making, dancing, philosophising, then card-playing, dining, flirting; 
merry as birds on the bough (and Silesia invisible, except to oneself and 
two others ). 2 

1 (Euvrts (siecle de Louis xv., c. 6), xxviil 74. 

2 CEuvres de Frederic , xviii. 25. 
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View of Friedrich behind the Veil 

As to Friedrich himself, since about the middle of November 
his plans seem to have been definitely shaped out in all 
points ; Troops so many, when to be on march, and how ; no 
important detail uncertain since then. November 17th, he 
jots -down a little Note, which is to go to Vienna, were the 
due hour come, by a special Ambassador, one Count Gotter, 
acquainted with the ground there ; and explain to her 
Hungarian Majesty, what his exact demands are, and what the 
exact services he will render. Of which important little Paper 
readers shall hear again. G otter's demands are at first to be 
high : Our Four Duchies, due by law so long ; these and 
even more, considering the important services we propose; 
this is to be his first word ; — but, it appears, he is privately 
prepared to put-up with Two Duchies, if he can have them 
peaceably : Duchies of Sagan and Glogau, which are not of 
the Four at all, but which lie nearest us, and are far below 
the value of the Four, to Austria especially. This intricate 
point Friedrich has already settled in his mind. And indeed 
it is notably the habit of this young King to settle matters 
with himself in good time : and in regard to all manner of 
points, he will be found, on the day of bargaining about them, 
to have his own resolution formed and definitely fixed; — 
much to his advantage over conflicting parties, who have 
theirs still flying loose. 

Another thing of much concernment is, To secure himself 
from danger of Russian interference. To this end, he despatches 
Major Winterfeld to Russia, a man well known to him ; — day 
of Wint erf eld's departure is not given ; day of his arrival in 
Petersburg is <19th December' just coming. Russia, at 
present, is rather in a staggering condition; hopeful for 
Winterfeld's object. On the 28th of October last, only eight 
days after the Kaiser, Czarina Anne of Russia, she with the 
big cheek, once of Courland, had died; ‘ audacious Death,' 
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as our poor friend had it, ‘venturing upon another Crowned 
Head’ there. Bieren, her dear Courlander, once little better 
than a Horse-groom, now Duke of Courland, Quasi-Husband 
to the late Big Cheek, and thereby sovereign of Russia, this 
long while past, is left Official Head in Russia. Poor little 
Anton Ulrich and his august Spouse, well enough known to 
us, have indeed produced a Czar Iwan, some months ago to 
the joy of mankind: hut Czar Iwan is m his cradle. Father 
and Mother’s function is little other than to rock the cradle 
of Iwan ; Bieren to be Regent and Autocrat over him and 
them in the interim. To their chagrin, to that of Feld- 
marschall Munnich and many others : the upshot of which 
will be visible before long. Czarina Anne s death had seemed 
to Friedrich the opportune removal of a dangerous neighbour, 
known to be in the pay of Austria: here now are new 
mutually hostile parties springing up ; dmnce &we\y,o * 
bargain with some of them? He despatches WnteftW on 
this errand;— probably the fittest man m Prussia for it. 
How soon and P perfectly Winterfeld succeeded, and what 
Winterfeld was, and something of what a Russia he foun 

it, we propose to mention by and by. . j 

These, and all points of importance, Friedrich has settled 
with himself some time ago. What his own private thoughts 
In the Silesian Adventure are, readers will wish to know, since 
they can at first hand. Hear Friedrich himself, whose veracity 
is unquestionable to such as know anything of him : 

summed them ail wen P . m-n+p * and of terminating 
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tWKing°of England, in the Dutch Republic, and so many Princes of 
the Empire who had signed the Pragmatic Sanction.’ Russia was,— or 
had been, and might again be,— in the pay of Vienna. Saxony might 
have some clippings from Bohemia thrown to it, and so. be gained over. 
Scant? Harvest, 1740, threatened difficulties as to provisioning of troops. 
‘The risks were great. One had to apprehend the vicissitudes of war. 

A single battle lost might be decisive. The King had no allies ; and us 
troops, hitherto without experience, would have to front old Austrian 
soldiers, grown gray in harness, and trained to war by so many 

• ‘On the other side were hopeful considerations,’— four in number: 
First, Weak condition of the Austrian court. Treasury empty, War- 
Apparatus broken in pieces; inexperienced young Princess to defena 
disputed succession, on those terms. Second, There mil be aUies , France 
and England always in rivalry, both meddling m these matters, 
sure to get either the one or the other. Third, Silesian War lies handy 
to us and is the only kind of Offensive War that does ; Country gor- 
ing on our frontier, and with the Oder running through it as a surehigh- 
road for everything. Fourth, ‘ What suddenly turned the balance, or at 
CrtwhS it steady in that posture,-‘ news of the C-ihasdeaDi 
arrives Russia has ceased to count against us ; and become a man g 

^‘XT^Lse^eastriyV^e King, with a candour which hasnot 
been well treated in the History Books, * Add to these reasons an Army 
ready for acting; Funds, Supplies all found’ (lying barreled m the 
Schloss at Berlin) ;-‘ and perhaps the desire of making oneseK a name 
from which few mortals able to achieve it axe exempt in then young 
time: ‘all this was cause of the Wax which the King now entered 

upon / 1 

‘ Desire to make himself a name ; how shocking ! exclaim 
several Historians. ‘ Candour of confession that he may have 
had some such desire ; how honest ! ’ is what they do no 
exclaim. As to the justice of his Silesian Claims, or even to 
his own belief about their justice, Friedrich affords not the 
least light which can be new to readers here. He speaks, when 
business requires it, of ‘those known rights’ of his, andwith 
the air of a man who expects to be believed on his word ; u 
it is cursorily, and in the business way only ; and there is not 
here or elsewhere the least pleading a man, you would say, 
1 (Euvres de Frtdtric (Histoire de mon Temps), i. 128 . 
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considerably indifferent to our belief on that head ; bis eye set 
on the practical merely. ‘Just rights ?_ What are rights, 
never so just, which you cannot make valid ? The world is 
full of such. If you have rights and can assert them into facts, 

do it ; that is worth doing ! ’ — _ 

We must add two Notes, two small absinthine drops, bitter 
but wholesome, administered by him to the Old Dessauer, 
whose gloomy wonder over all this military whirl of Prussian 
things, and discontent that he, lately the head authority, has 
never once been spoken to on it, have been great. Guessing, 
at last, that it was meant for Austria, a Power rather dear to 
Leopold, he can suppress himself no longer ; but breaks out 
into Cassandra prophesyings, which have piqued the young 
King, and provoke this return : 

1. ‘Reinsberg, 24th November 1740.— I have received your Letter, and 
seen with what inquietude you view the approaching march of my Troops. 

I hope you will set your mind at ease on that score ; and wait with 
patience what I intend with them and you. I have made all my dis- 
positions ; and Your Serenity will learn, time enough, what my orders 
are, without disquieting yourself about them, as nothing has been for- 
gotten or delayed.’— Friedrich. 

Old Dessauer, cut to the bone, perceives he will have to 
quit that method and never resume it ; writes next how pain- 
ful it is to an old General to see himself neglected, as if good 
for nothing, while his scholars are allowed to gather laurels. 
Friedrich’s answer is of soothing character : 

2. e Berlin, 2d December 1740.— You maybe assured I honour your 
merits and capacity as a young Officer ought to honour an old one, who 
has given the world so many proofs of his talent ( Dexteritat ) ; nor will I 
neglect Yonr Serenity on any occasion when you can help me by your 
good counsel and cooperation.’ But it is a mere ‘bagatelle ’ this that I 
am now upon ; though, next year, it may become serious. 

For the rest, Saxony being a neighbour whose intentions one does not 
know, I have privately purposed Your Serenity should keep an outlook 
that way, in my absence. Plenty of employment coming for Your 
Serenity. ‘But as to this present Expedition, I reserve it for myself 
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*U>nv] IBS »!»«* world w»y »«t think the King of Prussia marches with 
* Tutor to the Flehl.*- Fumtmioit, 1 

Altai therewith !«opokl, eagerly complying, has to rest satis- 
tit'tl ; m tai laiware of too much freedom with this young King 

again. 

* lU-rliti, December Kd,’ is the date of that last Note to the 
IHwntuwr; date also of Voltaire's Adieu with the Response ; 
on which same day, ‘ Friday December Sd,’ as I find from the 
Old Hooks, his Majesty, quitting the Heinsberg sojourn, ‘had 
Hrrived in Berlin about % v.u. ; accompanied by Prince August 
Wilhelm * {betrothed at Brunswick lately); ‘such a crowd 
on the streets tut if they hatl never seen him before.’ He 
continued at Berlin or in the neighbourhood thenceforth. 
Busy days them* ; and Berlin a much whispering City, as 
Regiment after Regiment marches away. King soon to 
follow, m is thought, — * who himself sometimes deigns to 
take the Regiments into highest own eyeshinc hikhst-eigmen 
Atmmchem' (that is, to review them), say the reverential 
Editor*- December <ith — But let us follow the strict sequence 
of Phenomena at Berlin. 


EMCtSmey RotUi hm Audience; then Excellency Dickens , and 
* others: December &th, the Mystery is out 

Of course her Hungarian Majesty, and her Bartensteins 
mid Ministries, heard enough of those Prussian rumours, in- 
terior Military activities, and enigmatic movements ; but they 
seem strangely supine on the matter ; indeed, they seem 
strangely supine on such matters ; and lean at ease upon the 
Bea- Powers, upon Pragmatic Sanctum and other Law 
Nature. But at length even they ^nie pmnfully mt^sted 
m to Friedrich’# intention* ; and despatch an Envoy to sin 
Wm . Mil , » expert « Brtt* Genoc by tartk, 

skilful in the Russian and other intricacies ; who was here at 
R?rli» lately, doing the Accession Compliment (rather 
* Orllch, Gmkitkt* Sehktkehm A 'rhgs {Berlin, 1841), l* 3 *»’ 39 . 
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received at that time), mat is fit for the job, Perhaps Butt a 
will penetrate him ? That is Iwcoming desirable, in ’p>*«' of 
the gay Private Theatricals at Keinsbcrg, amt tin- Berlin t ar 
nival Balia he is so occupied with. 

England is not less interested, and the diligent Sir Dm is 
doing his beat ; hut can make out nothing satisfactory . 
much the reverse indeed; and falls into angry black anticipa. 
lions. ‘ Nobody lien*, great or small,’ *«y* hi’ Excellency, 

1 dart's make any representnliun to this young Prime against 
the measures he is pursuing ; though all aw seusitde of the 
confusion which must follow. A Prince who had the least 
regard to honour, truth and justice, could not act the part 
he is going to do,' Alas, no, Excellency Dickens! * But it 
is plain his only view was, to deceive u» nil. and conceal for a 
while his ambitious mid mischievous design*, ’ ‘ * Never was 

such dissimulation ! ' exclaims the Diplomatic world every- 
where, being angered at it, *u» if it were a vice on the part of 
a King alxiut to invade Silesia. Dissimulation, if that mean 
mendacity, is not the name of the thing ; it U the ait of 
wearing a iwllte cloak of darkness, ami the King i* little dls- 
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the Pragmatic Sanction/ — King . ‘ Do you intend to support it . 1 nope 

not ; for such is not my intention/ (‘ There is for you !) * * * 

Dickens . ‘ England and Holland will much wonder at the measures 

your Majesty was taking, at the moment when your Majesty proposed 
to join with them, and were making friendly proposals! (Has been 
a deceitful man. Sir Guy, at least an impenetrable ; — but this latter is 
rather strong on your part!) ‘What shall I write to England?* 
(‘When I mentioned this/ says Dickens, ‘the King grew red in the 
face/ eyes considerably flashing, I should think.) 

King. 4 You can have no instructions to ask that question ! And if you 
had, I have an answer ready for you. England has no right to inquire 
into my designs. Your great Sea- Armaments, did I ask you any questions 
about them ? No l I was and am . silent on that head ; only wishing you 
good luck, and that you may not get beaten by the Spaniards. (Dickens 
hastily draws-in his rash horns again ; after a pass or two. King s natural 
colour returns.) * * 

King . ‘Austria as a Power is necessary against the Turks. But in 
Germany, what need of Austria being so superlative ? Why should not, 
say. Three Electors united be able to oppose her ? * * * Monsieur, I 
And it is your notion in England, as well as theirs in France, to bring 
other Sovereigns under your tutorage, and lead them about. Under- 
stand that I will not be led by either. * * Tush, you are like the 
Athenians, who, when Philip of Macedon was ready to invade them, 
spent their time in haranguing ! * 

Dickens . * * ‘Berg and Julich, if we were to guarantee them?’— 
King . ‘ Hm. Don’t so much mind that Rhine Country : difficulties 

there, — Dutch always jealous of one. But, on the other Frontier, 
neither England nor Holland could take umbrage,’ — points clearly to 
Silesia, then, your Excellency Dickens ? 1 

Alas, yes ! Troops and military equipments are, for days 
past, evidently wending towards Frankfort, towards Crossen, 
and even the Newspapers now hint that something is on hand 
in that quarter. Nay, this same day, Tuesday 6th December , 
there has come out brief Official Announcement, to all the 
Foreign Ministers at Berlin, Excellency Dickens among them, 
6 That his Royal Majesty, our most all-gracious Herr, has 
taken the resolution to advance a Body of Troops into 
Schlesien/ — rather out of friendly views towards Austria 
(much business lying between us about Schlesien), not out of 
1 Raumer (from State-Paper Office), pp. 63, 64. 
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| |!t .it. ilC X I * 
i«ift fi#s ■ i'tm 

hm m view* by any ww». «» Kx«.U.m ir, *h*» •*»««•* 
tlu*ir rcKuwtive Court*. 1 Anmmnmnent "but. »«“ ,ht ” 1 
L Kxeellcnev mrkrm into Hull a **»»* ul *«••«••». h “ 

^ 

de Heauvau htut hi* Audience of leave; udeud, ng for Wu* 

xhorlly : Audience very graemm 1 ,H ' v, r,lv 
mde*, more than it **! t «*««•* in .the h< K 

mde, which have hmnm* t*mm * Adu-u, iMu \l \ M 
uuiH. I believe l am going to i*l«> > ,mr * ,hl ‘ H ** 

full to me, we will *ha»* t J< vm>, j< |»o«. *"•” J<» " 

m m vitnturnU »«'»•» fMt ittipriHHA ' 1 
To Botta, all thi* while. Fried... 1. -drove t« l*e »}*** 
civil; took him out to Charhdtri.bwg, that MUH0 
with the Queen and other gtiesd* ; hut JU.ttn, «m »* " 

world, In-'i.ig now certain alnut Sil ema. -»« ttmt no m.umM of 
mud, or other terror m the road*. houUI !*■ »»■«**»•" • lu,u 
thought* in thU evening party are «•* of ri.errtul imtuo 
Next* day, Sunday I*™*-* 1 1th. he Urn **■ 

„f leave ; and eannot help burnt, ng out, when the h.ng fd»mh 
tell* him what i* now afoot, and that the iW-nan Am 
\mmhr hm got imiruetiou* wind to offer «}*»« »» «J V*T; 
‘Hire, you are going to rum the IIum*' of Auattia. ‘ r »‘> 
Botta, * and to plunge youtwelf into d»tructnm *«"«'« 

at the name time !* ‘ 1*1**^ on the Queen, M»id Ir.odrich. 

‘to accent the Offer* I have made her, Botta «nk »> cot, 
wsttml to reflect, hut gathering hiuewlf *g«>n, added with an 
Ironical air and tone of voice, ‘They ate tine troop, tfu«e of 
vours. Hire. Our* have not the *ume .jdendour of «|,j*r*ran*« , 
hut they have looked the wolf in the face, Think. I conjure 
you, what you am getting into!’ FrWrich amwemi with 
vivacity, a little nettled at the ironical tone of H*»tta, and *u» 
mixed * aymnathy and menace : * You find my troop are 
beautiful ; perhap I ahall convince you they «»«• good too. 

* Copy of the in ttiM*n -tUn kit hit , ). *■*!■ 

* Voltaire, (Mtmu (S«*i« «J« **. «■ 6 ), »**“»■ ?*■ 
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Ye s, Excellency Botta, goodish troops; and very capable c to 
look the wolf in the face,’ — or perhaps in the tail too, before 
all end ! i Botta urged and entreated that at least there 
should be some delay in executing this project. But the King 
gave him to understand that it was now too late, and that 
the Rubicon was passed.’ 1 

The secret is now out, therefore ; Invasion of Silesia certain 
and close at hand. 6 A day or two before marching,’ may 
have been this very day when Botta got his audience, the 
King assembled his Chief Generals, all things ready out in 
the Frankfurt-Crossen region yonder ; and spoke to them as 
follows ; briefly and to the point : 

' Gentlemen, I am undertaking a War, in which I have no allies but 
your valour and your goodwill. My cause is just; my resources are 
what we ourselves can do ; and the issue lies in Fortune. Remember 
continually the glory which your Ancestors acquired in the plains of 
Warsaw, at Fehrbellin, and in the Expedition to Preussen’ (across the 
Frische Haf on ice, that time). ‘Your lot is in your own hands: 
distinctions and rewards wait upon your fine actions which shall merit 
them. 

< But what need have I to excite you to glory ? It is the one thing 
you keep before your eyes ; the sole object worthy of your labours. We 
are going to front troops who, under Prince Eugene, had the highest 
reputation. Though Prince Eugene is gone, we shall have to measure 
our strength against brave soldiers: the greater will be the honour if 
we can conquer. Adieu, go forth. I will follow you straightway, to 
the rendezvous of glory which awaits us. 3 

Masked Ball , at Berlin, IMi-l Sth December 

On the evening of Monday 12th, there was, as usual, 
Masked (or Half-Masked) Ball, at the Palace. As usual; 
but this time it has become mentionable in World-History. 
Bielfeld, personally interested, gives us a vivid Glance into it ; 
—which, though pretending to be real and contemporaneous 
is unfortunately mythical only, and done at a great interval oi 

1 Friedrich’s own Account ( CEuvres t ii. 57 )« 

2 CEuvres de Fridiric , ii. 58* 
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wars (titties, ttittl ttvfit slight »irvmn.Un<t'» *>f f»»- 1, nfuuug to 
conform) ; -which, however, for the truth to «• 
will give, tw lietter tluut twithiug, Hu-H. l.l * j.r. t. n.lol dot.* 
is, * Berlin, 15th Uomiiher ; ’ should have Iwm HMt, - 
wrung by «t tiny, after tints’* l»e*t effort • 
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little snatch of sleep, we will hope) 4 for Frankfort, to put 
himself at the head of his Troops.’ 1 Bellona his companion 
for long years henceforth, instead of Minerva and the Muses, 
as he had been anticipating. 

Hereby is like to be fulfilled (except that Friedrich himself 
is perhaps this 4 little stone ’) what Friedrich prophesied to 
his Voltaire, the day after hearing of the Kaiser’s Death : 4 1 
believe there will, by June next, be more talk of cannon, 
soldiers, trenches, than of actresses, and dancers for the ballet. 
This small Event changes the entire system of Europe. It is 
the little stone which Nebuchadnezzar saw, in his dream, 
loosening itself, and rolling down on the Image made of Four 
Metals, which it shivers to ruin.’ 2 

1 Dickens (in State-Paper Office), 13th December 1740 ; see also Htlden- 
Geschichte, i. 452 ; etc. etc. 

2 Friedrich to Voltaire, busy gathering actors at that time, 26th Oct 1740 
( (Euvres de Fridiric , xxii. 49). 


END OF VOL. HL 


Printed by T. and A. Constable, Printers to His Majesty, 
«*. +*.* TC/UnKnwh University Press 





Ei 

...in 1815, ccb Carujrw of Vienna/. 


